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The Pastor’s Pen 
Rev. Dr. Lonnie Phillips 

 
“Looking Forward” 

So, I’m writing this newsletter article before leaving to go to 
England but you will be reading it after I have returned from that 
trip of two weeks. I have been working at keeping my feet on the 
ground and head in the game these last few weeks since the birth of 
our first grandchild, Annie Susan Edwards. Her parents, Julie and 
Paul, live in Guildford, England, to the southwest of London. That 
will be our first destination. I will then commence the process of 
being Grandpa, loving on and spoiling his granddaughter! There is 
something so mysterious and yet meaningful about holding the 
next generation after one’s own children. Many of you already 
know this firsthand. I’m so looking forward to seeing the unfolding 
of my granddaughter’s life! 

I have no doubt that while there in Guildford, Susan and I will 
see other sights in the nearby area. I think my daughter Julie has a 
tentative schedule for us to go to Stonehenge and Windsor Castle. I 
plan to also attend a Rotary International meeting in Guildford. 
There is one other outing that Susan and I will venture forth on by 
train. We will travel to Barnsley, South Yorkshire, where I can 
reconnect with some acquaintances from 39 years ago. I served at 
Laithes Crescent Methodist Church in Barnsley as part of an 
experimental ministry cooperative project between the British 
Methodist Church and Perkins School of Theology at SMU in Dallas. 
This was considered an internship and occurred after an internship 
year in El Paso. It was a real “baptism by fire” experience for me as 
a brand new pastor! I spent eleven months there, preaching and 
doing community outreach before going to London and Wesley’s 
Chapel for a month. I look forward to reconnecting with friends in 
Barnsley as well as, hopefully, the pastors who serve the Laithes 
Crescent church, now called New Hope – Laithes Methodist Church, 
as it has merged with another congregation. So in one sense, this is 
like a bookend, bringing some aspect of closure to what was at the 
beginning of my ministry. What a journey it has been and will be! 

Oh, to look forward, such is the nature of our journey and 
ministry together as God’s Kingdom continues to unfold with our 
grateful and generous participation. 
 
Blessings, 
Lonnie 

http://www.fumchondo.com


 

 

Health & Wellness 
Janet Crain, RN, Wesley Nurse 
 

Take Care of Your Smile! 
October is National Dental 

Hygiene Month.  As an adult, 
you are not immune to dental 
problems. In addition to 
maintaining a good home care 
routine, the most important 
thing that you can do is to 
schedule regular dental 
checkups and professional 
cleanings.  If you have good oral 
hygiene habits and a healthy 
mouth, your dentist and dental 
hygienist will probably suggest 
professional teeth cleaning at 
least twice a year. Many dental 
insurance policies will cover 
two cleanings per year, but few 
people take full advantage of 
their benefits. 

This year, the awareness 
month is focusing on four 
routines that can help people 
maintain healthy smiles: brush, 
floss, rinse, and chew. 
According to MouthHealthy.org, 
the ADA’s consumer website, 
the ADA recommends brushing 
your teeth twice a day, for two 
minutes, with a soft-bristled 
brush. The size and shape of the 
brush should fit the mouth 
allowing you to reach all areas 
easily. 

The proper brushing 
technique is to: 
 Place your toothbrush at a 

45-degree angle to the 
gums. 

 Gently move the brush back 
and forth in short (tooth-
wide) strokes. 

 Brush the outer surfaces, 
the inner surfaces, and the 
chewing surfaces of the 
teeth. 

 To clean the inside surfaces 
of the front teeth, tilt the 
brush vertically and make 
several up-and-down 
strokes. 

 Brush your tongue to 
remove bacteria and keep 
your breath fresh. 
 
Although recent news 

reports have questioned the 
benefits of cleaning between 
your teeth, it is still an essential 
part of taking care of your teeth 
and gums, according to 
MouthHealthy.org. The ADA 
recommends cleaning between 
your teeth once a day to remove 
plaque that is not removed by 
brushing. Plaque can eventually 
harden into calculus or tartar. 

Because teeth alone 
account for less than half of the 
mouth, rinsing can help 
eliminate bacteria that brushing 
and flossing cannot. Rinsing 
often, along with brushing and 
flossing, may help reduce the 
chance of dental decay and 
infection. However, avoid rinses 
that have alcohol in them, 
according to MouthHealthy.org. 

Lastly, clinical studies have 
shown that chewing sugarless 
gum for 20 minutes following 
meals can help prevent tooth 
decay. The chewing of sugarless 
gum increases the flow of saliva, 
which washes away food and 
other debris, neutralizes acids 
produced by bacteria in the 
mouth and provides disease-
fighting substances throughout 
the mouth, according to 
MouthHealthy.org. 

The information for this 
article was taken from the 
Colgate https://
www.colgate.com/   and Mouth 
Healthy https://
www.mouthhealthy.org/en 
websites.  For more 
information, pick up the 
handouts from the health 
information table, or see me in 
my office. 

 
Blessings!            
Janet Crain, RN, Wesley Nurse 

 
Janet Crain, RN, is a Wesley Nurse 

with Methodist Healthcare Ministries of 
South Texas, Inc. Methodist Healthcare 
Ministries’ Wesley Nurse program is a 
faith-based, holistic health and wellness 
program committed to serving the least 
served through education, health 
promotion and collaboration with 
individual and community in achieving 
improved wellness through self-
empowerment. Learn more at 
www.mhm.org. 



 

 

 Thoughts from 
Our Lay Leader 
Tricia Boll 

 
 

In the last newsletter, both 
Pastor Lonnie and I wrote about 
the Vitalization Experiment that 
FUMC Hondo has been selected 
to participate in over the course 
of the next eight or nine 
months.  We, along with many 
other UM churches, are to get 
out of the walls of our churches 
and reach new people for 
Christ.  Our ‘text book’ is Bishop 
Robert Schnase’s Five Practices 
of Fruitful Congregations, 
Revised and Updated.  The five 
practices are:  radical 
hospitality, passionate worship, 
intentional faith development, 
risk-taking mission and service, 
and extravagant generosity.  
Bishop Schnase has observed a 
profound shift in our culture 
since he published the first 
edition of this book in 2007.  No 
longer are people showing up in 
churches because of the various 
attractions a particular church 
may have.   There are 
‘generations of people living 
around us who have no 
experience with worship, no 
vocabulary for understanding 
faith, no familiarity with 
scripture, and have never once 
stepped inside a church.’  How 
do churches fulfill their mission 
to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the 
world if an ‘ever-increasing 
number of people in our 
communities will never step 
through a church door’? 

If we can no longer assume 
that people will just show up on 
any given Sunday, Bishop 

Schnase believes we must not 
only invite people to ‘Come and 
See’, we must also ‘Go and Do’.  
The ‘text book’ shifts how we 
think about ministry.  ‘Come to 
us ideas are balanced with Go to 
them initiatives.  Strategies for 
doing things better are 
strengthened with ideas for 
doing things differently.  
Teaching people to do things 
our way is intermixed with 
learning new things from 
others.  Doing ministry for 
becomes doing ministry 
with.’  (page 14 of Five 
Practices) 

We have a lot to learn in 
the coming months.  Let us 
place ourselves and our church 
on God’s threshold and pray: 

God, we lift this to you with our 
prayers.  Please do what we 
cannot do ourselves.  Change 
what we cannot change 
ourselves, including you 
changing us—without limits.  
Amen.  

Construction 
Continues!!!! 
Good news, construction 

on our Addition and 
Renovations project continues, 
although it has been rather 
slow with the rain storms we 
received. In between rains, the 
slab between the buildings was 
poured and forms have been 
built for the hallway leading to 
the offices (former parsonage).   
Cinderblocks for the walls 
have been delivered and 
various wires, pipes, etc. 
moved and installed. These are 
exciting times! 

 

New Members! 
A warm welcome 

is extended to Jim and 
Sandy Callis, who 
joined the church 
family on Sunday, 
September 9, 2018.  



 

 

 Food Pantry Drive  
 Sunday, Oct. 7 

Our Food Drive for the 
Medina County Food Pantry 
continues on Communion 
Sunday, October 7.  We filled 
only 2 bins in September 
because of the Labor Day 
holiday.  Let’s work for an 
increase by stuffing all three of 
our bins!  The donation bins 
will be in the narthex for your 
convenience.  Thank you all so 
much for your participation in 
this ministry!  God bless you 
and your generosity! 

 

UMW News 
By: Janice Highsmith 

 
UMW has a special 

treat this month by 
meeting with our UMW friends 
at New Fountain UMC for their 
Salad Supper on October 3 at 
6:00 p.m.  A carpool will meet 
at the church at 5:45 p.m.  The 
featured speaker is Wesley 
Nurse Georjean Burnell.  Her 
topic is Sacred Space of Rest 
and Self Care.  Everyone is 
asked to bring a covered dish 
salad to share.  All are welcome 
to attend this time of fellowship 
and sharing.  Remember to 
bring a friend, too! 

Thank you for joining UMW 
in mission to our community! 

 

Medina Co. Women’s 
Conference 
Tuesday, October 2, 2018 

8:30 am - 3:30 pm 
Braden Keller Center 

1410 Amelia Street, Castroville 
 

Early bird registration: $35 
By Sept. 17 

Regular registration: $45 
 

Featuring Kelly Swanson, 
nationally know, award-
winning comedian and 
motivational speaker and Kim 
Dayoc, Medina County’s own 
celebrity comedian, speaker 
and Dramatic Diva star. The 
schedule includes morning 
refreshments, a catered lunch, 
fashion show, silent auction 
and shopping. 
 
More information or to 
register: 830-741-6180 or 
s-kunkel@tamu.edu. 
Online registration:  
https://
medinacountywomensconference.
eventbrite.com 
 
 

Need to use the 
Building? 
Please call the church office 

if you need to use any of the 
meeting rooms in our 
buildings.  All committees and 
groups are asked to submit 
their requests for meeting 
dates, times and locations as 
soon as possible. We, also, have 
the scouts working on their 
schedules. If we all work 
together we can keep our 
facilities running smoothly and 
efficiently. 

Children’s Sunday 
School  
Thanks to Jan Weems, Emily 

Duron, and Margie Strickler for 
their commitment to teach 
Sunday School to our 
children.  We still need more 
volunteers.  

Teachers will teach once a 
month and lessons will be 
provided. Please prayerfully 
consider joining our children’s 
ministry. Contact Sondra 
Burris, (210) 413-6335 or the 
church office, (830) 426-2073. 

 

Parking Lot Unavailable  
On Oct. 2 from 5:00 pm to 

10:00 pm, our parking lot, 
north of the building, will be 
used as a landing pad for the 
Air Life Helicopter during 
National Night Out activities.  

Those that have meetings 
that night are asked to please 
park on 16th Street. 

 

Thank you! 
To First United Methodist Church 

Thank you so very much for 
the generous donation of the 
$420.00 from the special 
collection in May. 

Also, Medina Co. Food 
Pantry representative are so 
very appreciative for the many 
donations of food your church 
donates every month. May God, 
our Father, continue to bless 
your church, as He blesses the 
pantry through your thoughtful 
church body.  

With Sincere Gratitude, 
Medina. Co Food Pantry  
Board of Directors  
Jeanette Black, correspondent 



 

 

Our Prayer Concerns 
Ralene Bodovinitz 

Glenn Bragg 
Sam Bybee 

Sandy Clinton 
Joe Cross 

Deby Dycus 
Linda Fillinger 
Rick Franklin 

Cashlin Gierisch 
Ralph Gilliam 

Steve Hackebeil 
Tracy Halliburton  

Alice Herrera 
Faith Hope  
T.J. Lackey 

Patricia Long 
Jody Lutz 

Rosa Martinez 
Denise Moon 
Doug Nelson 

Christina Oranday 
Rudy Quintanilla 
Shannon Savage 

Shauna Schoellman 
Cody Smith 

Shirley Stevens 
Curt Van DeWalle 

Diane & Brian Zdeb 
Mary Zdeb 

 
In sympathy to family and friends 

of Carol Calkins. 

 

Nursing Home Residents: 
Bettie Cogburn 
Bonnie Groff 
Joe Kailipaka 

Elsie Kotowski 
EdWinnie McWhirter 
Carolyn E. Muennink 

 

Our Troops: 
Erik Arias 

William E. Bryant 
Emerson Cooper  

Joe Frank Garcia, III 
Chauncy Krol 
T. J. Littlefield 

James McTaggart, III 
Kevin Rothe 

Bryan Thompson 

In Memoriam... 
The following memorials have 
been received since our last 
newsletter. 

Financial Report 
August 31, 2018 

 

2018 Approved Budget: 
$318,794.00  

($26,566.17 monthly) 

 
General Fund $15,443.92 
Income:    35,753.66 
Expense:    33,369.29 
Balance:   $17,828.29  
 
Includes $20,943.81 from CD. 

  
Building Fund $265,308.06 
Income: 29,927.41 
Expense:        15,156.55 
Balance:   $280,078.92 

 
Building Fund Includes: 
 Maintenance -811.04 
 New Fellowship Hall  30,385.97 
 Addition & Reno. 250,503.99 

 
Memorial Fund $36,378.02 
Income: 310.89 
Expense:   19,912.34 
Balance: $16,776.57 

 
$19,912.34 from CD moved to 
Building Fund Addition & Reno. 

 
Altar Fund $    364.18 
Income:  1,376.00 
Expense:          200.00 
Balance:  $1,540.22 

 
Scholarship Fund $32,845.38 
 

In Memory of:  
Carol Calkins 

Sarah, Cam, Meghan, & Colleen 
Moss 

Helen Boehme 
Ethel Martin 

Lyle Riff 
 

Our condolences to the family on 
the loss of their loved one.  

 

October Assistants 
Liturgists  
Oct. 7 Ethel Martin 
Oct. 14 Bettie Gilliam 
Oct. 21 Youth  
Oct. 28 Jean Callaway 

 

Finance Counters   
Oct. 7 Jan Weems 
Oct. 14 Eric Rothe 
Oct. 21 Linda Bohlen 
Oct. 28 Edmund Strickler 

 

Trustee Counters  
Oct. 7 Robert Schmidt 
Oct. 14 Will Dodson 
Oct. 21 Sandy Hutson 
Oct. 28 Lorine Hackebeil 
 
  

The Newsletter can be seen in full 
COLOR online at  

www.fumchondo.com 

Worship Attendance  
Sept. 2 87 
Sept. 9 60 
Sept. 16 66 
Sept. 23 69 
Sept. 30 Not Available 



 

 

  

Strategic Alliance & Homes for the Homeless 
Our guest speakers for Laity Sunday, October 21st, will be Roland and Carolyn Ashby. 30 years ago 

they began a ministry called Strategic Alliance. 20 years ago they began the Homes for the Homeless 
ministry and have built over 2500 homes for the very poor living in a trash dump in Reynosa, Mexico. 
This is the ministry that Brenda Vavricek participated in last December. Many of you also participated 
by donating goods and money.  

The Ashbys’ ministry is also associated with a program called Escuela Viva! (School Alive) where 
churches and individuals sponsor the children that live in this dump in Reynosa. This sponsorship al-
lows these children to attend fee-based school, have backpacks and supplies, and new uniforms and 
new shoes for school. Without this program, many would not be able to attend school which will be 
their way out of this lifestyle.  

Please come hear the Ashbys discuss their contagious passion for this ministry. Brenda is praying 
that at least one other person from HFUMC will join her this December in Reynosa and help change lives 
there.  



 

 

First United Methodist Church (830) 426-2073 
          www.fumchondo.com 

fumchondo@sbcglobal.net 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1 

 
6:00pm-Nominations 

Committee Meeting 
7:00pm-SPR 

Committee Meeting 
 

2 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
4:00pm-Food Pantry 

Board Meeting 
5:30pm-Girl Scouts 
6:00pm-Adminstrative 

Council Meeting 
7:00pm-Boy Scouts 
(Parking Lot unavailable 

5-10 pm) 

3 
 
 
 
 

6:00pm-UMW 
Meeting @ New 
Fountain UMC 

 
6:00pm-Choir Practice 

4  
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
 
11:30am-Methodist 

Healthcare Pastor’s 
Summit in San 
Antonio 

 

6 
 

7  World Communion 
Sunday 

 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Sunday School 
10:00am-Communion 

Service  
1:30pm-Drama Club 
 

8 
 
6:00pm-Board of 

Trustees Meeting 

9 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
7:00pm-Boy Scouts 
 
 

10 
  
6:00pm-Choir Practice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
 

12 
      
 

13 
 

14 
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Sunday School 
10:00am-Worship  
1:30pm-Drama Club 

15 
 
 
 

16 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
5:30pm-Girl Scouts 
6:00pm-Finance Mtg. 
7:00pm-Boy Scouts 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
4:00pm-Chapel of 

God’s Country 
6:00pm-Choir Practice 
 

18 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
 

19 
 
 
 
 

20 
 

21  Laity Sunday 
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Sunday School 
10:00am-Worship 
1:30pm-Drama Club 

22 
 
 
 

23 
 
Newsletter Deadline 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
7:00pm-Boy Scouts 
 
 
 

24 
 
9:30am-Wesley Nurse 

Team Meeting 
6:00pm-Choir Practice 
 
 

25 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Sunday School 
10:00am-Worship 
1:30pm-Drama Club 

29 
 
 
 

30 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
7:00pm-Boy Scouts 
 
 

31 
 
9:00am-Newsletter 

Prep. and Mailing 
 
6:00pm-Choir Practice 
 

November Dates to Remember: 
Nov. 4 - All Saints Sunday 
Nov. 18 - Thanksgiving Dinner 
Nov. 22 - Thanksgiving Day 
Nov. 26-29 - Secretary on Vacation  



 

 

Ministry Meetings 
UM Women 

1st Wednesday - 9:30 am 
Medina County Food Pantry 

  1st Tuesday - 4:00 pm 
Walk Aerobics 

Tuesdays & Thursdays - 9:00 am 
Sit-n-Stretch 

Tuesdays & Thursdays  
10:00 am 

 Join us on Sunday   
8:30 am - Fellowship Time 

9:00 am - Adult Sunday School 
10:00 am - Worship Service 

10:30 am - Children’s Sunday School  

 

Methodist Websites: 
First United Methodist, Hondo 

http://www.fumchondo.com/ 
Hill Country District UMC  

http://hcdumc.org/ 
Rio Texas Conference  

http://riotexas.org/ 
United Methodist Church  

http://www.umc.org/ 

Important Dates 
Oct. 1 - 6:00 pm, Nominations Committee Meeting 

Oct. 1 - 7:00 pm, SPR Committee Meeting 
Oct. 2 - 6:00 pm, Administrative Council Meeting 

Oct. 3 - 6:00 pm, UMW Meeting at New Fountain UMC 
Oct. 8 - 6:00 pm, Board of Trustees Meeting 

Oct. 16 - 6:00 pm, Finance Committee Meeting 
Oct. 23 - Newsletter Deadline 

Oct. 24 - 9:30 am, Wesley Nurse Team Meeting 
Oct. 31 - 9:00 am Newsletter Prep and Mail 

The newsletter is available via email, please contact the church office.  

First United Methodist Church 
“Serving Him by serving others.” 

(830) 426-2073          www.fumchondo.com 
fumchondo@sbcglobal.net 

Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, 
 In all the ways you can, In all the places you can, 
At all the times you can, To all the people you can, 
 As long as ever you can.     John Wesley 


