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The Pastor’s Pen 
Rev. Dr. Lonnie Phillips 

“Follow-up February” 
 
The Chair of the Trustees, Ted Lindeman has received 

the final plans for the handicapped restroom additions and old 
parsonage renovations. We await a good “ballpark” cost estimate 
from the contractor. Once in hand, Ted and I will take the plans for 
building and financing to the Hill Country District Building and 
Location Committee. When completed, the Trustees and the whole 
congregation will have a final look-see at the plans prior to a called 
Charge Conference for a vote to proceed with construction. My 
hope is that by mid-March all these things will be completed and 
then construction can start when the contractor’s schedule permits 
breaking ground. 

In the month of February, the Worship emphasis shifts from the 
season of Epiphany to the season of Lent. Ash Wednesday on 
February 14, begins the season whereby, through the imposition of 
ashes, we move to a more reflective time of self-examination of our 
mortal limits as we journey with Jesus toward the cross. This 
journey as disciples of Jesus is never easy, but always necessary to 
fully appreciate the responsibility and privilege of our calling as 
Christians. 

In regards to our Lenten journey, we will once again join with 
New Fountain UMC to offer a six week study. Rev. Joyce McCormick 
and I will team teach “Final Words from the Cross,” by Rev. Adam 
Hamilton. Like last year, we will once again have our Lenten 
lessons on Tuesday at 10:00 am and Wednesday at 6:00 pm 
beginning February 20th at New Fountain and then February 21st 
at Hondo FUMC. I hope you will consider signing up for this part of 
the Lenten journey. 

One final thing with regards to our newly reconstituted United 
Methodist Youth Fellowship (UMYF) headed up by our new part-
time Youth Director, Kendall Stroud. The group meets on the first 
and third Sundays after church. Youth in grades 6 thru 12 are 
welcome. Offer your support to Kendall and these young people 
this Lent. 

 

Blessings,  
Lonnie 
 
 



 

 

 

Lenten Plans  
 

Ash Wednesday  
Feb. 14th  

Worship Service 
6:00 pm 

 

 Final Words From the Cross  
We will have a joint Bible 

Study with New Fountain UMC. 
New Fountain will 
have the study at 
10:00 am on 
Tuesdays beginning 
Feb. 20.  The study 
here will be held on 
Wednesdays at 6:00 
pm beginning Feb. 21. Sign up 
for the class time that fits your 
schedule best.  

Final Words From the Cross 
by Adam Hamilton will be our 
study materials. The books will 
be available beginning Feb. 4 
and are $12 each.  You can get 
one  in the church office or pick 
one up in the foyer of  the 
church and put your payment 
in the collection basket. Please 
contact the church office if you 
are planning on attending, so 
we will have enough seating. 
Thank you. 

 
Choir practices during Lent 

will move to 7:00 pm. 
 

 

Lenten Used Clothing Drive 
We are participating in the District-wide Lenten Used 

Clothing Drive beginning on Ash Wednesday. The garage behind 

the former parsonage will be used for donations, please call the 

church office to coordinate a time for drop-off. 

According to an email from George Barnett - chair of the 
District Mission Committee, “As soon as Hurricane Harvey hit, I was 
getting calls: “Are we going to do a used clothing drive?” Answer: No. 
We had already done it, and by the time those calls were made, our — 
your — donated clothing already was being worn by hurricane 
survivors. Now it’s time to prepare for the next disaster.  

The Hill Country District conducts the Disaster Used Clothing 
Drive during Lent in order to have it done before the clothes are 
needed during the spring tornado and flood season, or the summer 
wildfires and hurricanes. We do it in advance of need because when 
there is a disaster requiring used clothes, that need typically lasts 
only 24-48 hours, too short a time to organize a clothing collection in 
response. Only rarely are late-arriving clothes needed, so they just go 
to waste —literally— taken to landfills still in their black trash bags.  

Many denominations and non-profits have established specialties 
in disaster response. Providing used clothing is the specialty of the 
Seventh-day Adventists. They maintain a warehouse at Alvarado, 
Texas, south of Ft Worth, where they sort, sanitize, plastic-wrap and 
store donated used clothing until it is needed. State and local disaster 
response managers know when they need used clothing, they call the 
Adventists, whose trucks can deliver literally overnight from their 
warehouse to the shelters where survivors will get up in the morning 
needing fresh clothing. 

The Adventists do a great job, but it only works if they have a 
supply of donated clothing to work with — and that’s our job. Since 
we began our annual collection five years ago, the Methodist and 
other participating churches have provided what the Adventists call 
their largest and highest-quality source of used clothes. We have 
developed a reputation to live up to. 

Fortunately, living up to and exceeding our reputation isn’t hard. 
We conduct the collection campaign in our churches, with 
participation from anyone else who is willing to help, then the 
Adventists come and pick it up and take it to Alvarado where they do 
the hard work.  

The collection campaign 
officially begins on Ash Wednesday, 
the first day of Lent, which is Feb 14 
this year. The Adventists will run 
their collection routes to pick it all up 
the week of Mar 19 so the bags and 
boxes are out of our way before the 
week preceding Easter. “ 

Donations can be brought to the 
church office and will be placed in 
the former parsonage garage. 



 

 

 

UMW News 
UMW will meet at 9:30 

a.m., February 7, at the 
home of Martha Nell 
Allen (807 33rd 

Street).  Janice 
Highsmith will present 
the program, “The 

Sacred Space of Call” and the 5-
minute response will be shared 
by Betty Gilliam.  Yearbooks are 
ready and will be distributed at 
the meeting.  New mission 
projects will be discussed as 
well.  See you Wednesday! 

Thank you for joining 
UMW in mission to our 
community! 

 

New Member Correction  
In the January issue of the 

Circuit Rider, Anna Whorton 
was misidentified as Amanda. 
Sincere apologies for the error. 

 

New Members 
We welcomed Patricia & 

Dr. Craig Ditsch as members of 
FUMC Hondo on Sunday, 
January 21, during our worship  
service. 

Let them know how happy 
we are that they have joined 
our church family. 

 

Lay Leader 
Tricia Boll 
 

What is the 
difference you 
believe God has 
called you (your 

church/ministry) to make in 
this chapter of your life?  That’s 
the question Rev. Karen Horan 
asked the people who attended 
Equipping the Saints on 
January 20th.  She gave an 
excellent talk based on Gil 
Rendel’s book Doing the Math 
of Mission.  She challenged 
church leaders to dream, plan 
and expect fruitful ministries in 
the local church, but to 
consider Luke 14:28-30 where 
Jesus warns that we must first 
count the cost of our dreams 
and plans.  Questions presented 
in Redel’s book are, ‘Do we look 
for the outcome before we 
begin?  Do we know what a 
“disciple” looks like?  Do we 
recognize a “changed life” or a 
“changed community” when we 
see it?’   

More food for church 
thought was presented in the 
opening worship session by 
Rev. Will Rice.  His message 
was on John 15:1-10, The Vine 
and the Branches.  John 15:1-2 
says this: ‘I am the true vine, 
and my Father is the gardener.  
He cuts off every branch that 
bears no fruit, while every 

branch that does bear fruit he 
prunes.’   Rev. Rice did not 
make any attempt to soften the 
meaning of this Scripture.  
Believers are to produce fruit, 
and the Lord will prune us 
when needed so we can 
produce more fruit.  Rev. Rice 
also pointed out that there are 
limited resources (time, money, 
talent) available to do God’s 
work, so if there are ministries 
in the church that are not 
producing fruit—we need to 
eliminate those ministries.   
Individually and collectively, if 
we are spending time on non-
fruitful ministries, we should 
consider outcome-based 
(fruitful) ministries to dedicate 
our resources to.   

Does the First United 
Methodist Church of Hondo 
need to do some pruning?   

 
 

 

 



 

 

Health & Wellness 
Stay Active for a Healthier YOU! 
Janet Crain, RN, Wesley Nurse 

Like most people, you have 
probably heard that physical 
activity, including exercise, is good 
for you.  If you are already active, 
keep it up.  It may even be time to 
push yourself a little harder, try a 
new activity, or find new ways to 
add exercise to your daily life.  
Don’t worry if you have never 
exercised, or if you have stopped 
exercising for some reason.  It is 
never too late to begin or resume 
any kind of activity that will 
improve your health or well-being.   

According to the World Health 
Organization, insufficient physical 
activity is one of the leading risk 
factors for death worldwide.  Globally, 
1 in 4 adults and more than 80% of 
adolescents are not active enough. 

Exercise and physical activity 
benefit every area of your life.  
They can: 
 Help maintain and improve 

your physical strength and 
fitness 

 Help improve your ability to do 
the things that you want to do 

 Help improve your balance 
 Help manage and prevent 

diseases like diabetes, heart 
disease, stroke, high blood 
pressure, breast and colon 
cancer, depression, stress, and 
osteoporosis 

 Help control your weight 
 Help improve your sleep 

The American Heart 
Association recommends at least 
30 minutes a day, five days per 
week (150 minutes per week) of 
aerobic or endurance exercise 
and at least 30 minutes a day, two 
days per week, of muscle-
strengthening activity starting 

with 1- or 2- pound weights. You 
can use water bottles, cans of 
food, or bags of beans or rice in 
place of traditional weights.  Try 
not to go more than 2 days in a 
row without some kind of 
exercise.  Check with your 
healthcare provider before you 
begin any new regular exercise/
activity. Build up your endurance 
gradually.  If you haven’t been 
active for a long time, start out 
with 5 or 10 minutes at a time.  
Consistently doing less than 10 
minutes at a time won’t give you 
the desired benefits.  Wear 
appropriate shoes and clothing.  
Drink plenty of water before, 
during, and after exercising.  
Warm up and cool down for at 
least 5 minutes at the beginning 
and end of each exercise session.   

So what are examples of 
aerobic or endurance exercises?  
These types of exercises or 
activities increase your breathing 
and heart rate.  Examples include:  
brisk walking, yard work, dancing, 
jogging, swimming, biking, climbing 
stairs or hills, playing sports, and 
using exercise videos.  There are 
many good exercise videos 
available for aerobic exercise, 
strength training, and improving 
your flexibility and balance.   

To help you get started and 
keep going, you have to BELIEVE 
IN YOURSELF! Feel confident that 
you can be successful.   Make 
exercising a priority, make it easy, 
make it social (find an exercise 
partner), make it interesting and 
fun—and most important of all, 
make it an ACTIVE DECISION.  
Plan for breaks in your routine-

travel, illness, caregiving 
responsibilities-but it is never too 
late to start again.  Don’t be too 
hard on yourself.  Any exercise is 
better than none at all! 

Physical activity is the #1 
contributor to adding extra years 
to your life-even if you don’t start 
exercising until your senior years.  
But getting active is not just about 
adding years to your life-it’s about 
adding life to your years!  

The information for this 
article was condensed from the 
free booklet “Your Everyday 
Guide:  Exercise and Physical 
Activity” available from the 
National Institute on Aging 
website,  https://order. 
nia.nih.gov/publication/exercise-
physical-activity-your-everyday-
guide-from-the-national-institute-
on-aging , from the American 
Heart Association website, http://
www.heart.org/HealthyLiving/
PhysicalActivity and from the 
World Health Organization 
website,   http://www.who.int/
mediacentre/ .   For more 
information, pick up the handouts 
from the health information table, 
or see me in my office.   

Blessings,  
Janet Crain   
 
Janet Crain, RN, is a Wesley Nurse 

with Methodist Healthcare Ministries 
of South Texas, Inc. Methodist 
Healthcare Ministries’ Wesley Nurse 
program is a faith-based, holistic 
health and wellness program 
committed to serving the least served 
through education, health promotion 
and collaboration with individual and 
community in achieving improved 
wellness through self-empowerment. 
Learn more at www.mhm.org.  

https://order.nia.nih.gov/publication/exercise-physical-activity-your-everyday-guide-from-the-national-institute-on-aging
https://order.nia.nih.gov/publication/exercise-physical-activity-your-everyday-guide-from-the-national-institute-on-aging
https://order.nia.nih.gov/publication/exercise-physical-activity-your-everyday-guide-from-the-national-institute-on-aging
https://order.nia.nih.gov/publication/exercise-physical-activity-your-everyday-guide-from-the-national-institute-on-aging
https://order.nia.nih.gov/publication/exercise-physical-activity-your-everyday-guide-from-the-national-institute-on-aging
http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/HealthyLiving/PhysicalActivity/FitnessBasics/American-Heart-Association-Recommendations-for-Physical-Activity-in-Adults_UCM_307976_Article.jsp#.Wm-E5N-nG70
http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/HealthyLiving/PhysicalActivity/FitnessBasics/American-Heart-Association-Recommendations-for-Physical-Activity-in-Adults_UCM_307976_Article.jsp#.Wm-E5N-nG70
http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/HealthyLiving/PhysicalActivity/FitnessBasics/American-Heart-Association-Recommendations-for-Physical-Activity-in-Adults_UCM_307976_Article.jsp#.Wm-E5N-nG70
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/


 

 

Offered in our Fellowship Hall 
Saturday, February 17 
10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

(optional training for those without 
online access at 9:00 am,  
contact the church office.) 
 

As most of you know anyone 
that works with children and/or 
vulnerable adults needs to have a 
background check and safety 
training. 

The Rio Texas Conference 
requires two separate trainings: 
one is on the Safe Gatherings 
website: www.Safe 
Gatherings.com; the other 
training is at  www. riotexas.org/
safetrainings or can be taken in 
person at various locations. You 
must register for these trainings.  
Any that cannot register or take 
the course online,  please call the 
church office. 

 

Those of you that have computer 
access : 
1. Go to www.SafeGatherings.com 

and create a log-in. It will ask 
you for two references  and 
personal information for a 
background check.   There is a 
fee that will be billed to the 
church.  

2.  Do training on the Safe 
Gatherings site (about 2 hours) 

and complete the quiz at the 
end.  (Call the church office if 
you cannot do this training 
online, we can make other 
arrangements.) 

3. Then register at www. 
riotexas.org/safetrainings 
for a trusted con Confianza 
course which consist of 
three modules. On-site 
training lasts around two 
hours; online training takes 
about three hours to 
complete. Our on-site 
training for this portion will 
begin at 10:00 am on 
February 17, 2018 .  You must 
register online. 

 

All three steps must be 
completed. 

 
This is for the safety of our 

children and vulnerable adults 
and is the NEW Rio Texas 
Policy that we must comply 
with to stay in good standing. If 
you need any help or have any 
questions, please call the office. 
Thank you for your time and 
efforts. 

 

Call the church secretary if 
you need any assistance, 
Shannon Rothe, 830.426.2073. 

 
 

First Aid and CPR Class  
Survey  

The Health Committee of First 
United Methodist Church of 
Hondo is considering offering a 
class in first aid and CPR training 
with the possibility of certification 
for CPR. We are trying to 
determine if there is enough 
interest in such a class to proceed. 
We would need a minimum of 10 
people to sign up. The cost would 
be about $40, and the class would 
occur on a Saturday morning or 
afternoon.  

If you are interested, please 
contact Janet Crain, Wesley Nurse 
@ 830.426.5532 or Vicki O’Keef, 
Health Committee Chair @ 
830.931.5829. 

Safe Sanctuaries/Gatherings 

Spiritual Gifts 
Workshop  

 
Saturday, Feb.3, 2018 

9 am-2 pm 
Fellowship Hall 

 

The purpose of spiritual gifts is 
to equip God's people to do 
ministry in God's name for the 
edification of the body of Christ.   

We will discover the talents 
that God has gifted us with and 
how we are to embody those gifts 
of grace.  The workshop will use 
the book by William J. Carter, 
“Each One a Minister, Using God's 
Gifts for Ministry “ for the content 
of the workshop.   



 

 

In Memory of:  
 

James McTaggart 
Barbara Fisher 

Ken & Nola Hanson 
Tom & Lee Taylor 

 
John Charles Hartman 

EdWinnie McWhirter 
Ken & Nola Hanson 

 
Jessie Hunter 

EdWinnie McWhirter 
Florine Carman 
Barbara Fisher 

Ken & Nola Hanson 
 

Red Parker 
Ruth Blanton 

 
Renie Garrison Schulte 

Angie Hawley 
HHS Class of 1968 

Robert & Josslyn Macke 
Johnny & Shirley Zinsmeyer 

Floyd & Doris Saathoff 
Dennis & Susan Herrmann 

Sarah Moss, Cam, Meghan & 
Colleen Moss 

Georgia Ann Pope 
Tom & Dorothy Attaway 

Charles & Vicky Sablatura 
Jack & Sondra Burris 
The Kailipaka Family 

Bill & Helen Halliburton 
Kevin and Tracy Halliburton 

John and Jennifer Halliburton 
Katelyn & Bo Buescher 

Ron & Evelyne Barbutte 
Rick & Jennifer Rothe 

Mike & Shannon Rothe 
Vince & Ronna Gilliam 

Richard & Sandi Schweers 
Tony & Esther Johnson 
Janice & Jim Highsmith 

Greg & Jean Saathoff 

Burt & Lacy Herrmann 
Jack & Beverly Gruber 

Kim & Kurt VanDeWalle 
Les & Debbie Barrow 
Terri Foster Weynand 

Mary Alice Barrow 
The Reddens 

Gary & Susie Patterson 
Brenda Vavricek 

Edmund & Jackie Krueger 
Fred & Ellen Schueling  

Ernie Morales & Morales Feed 
Lots, Inc. 

Billy Stroud Family 
Chris & Cassie Aelvoet, Cade, 

Colten, Carter 
Susan & Gizmo Freeman 

Eric & Lisa Rothe 
Greg & Cora Rothe 

Tom & Jackie Stoner 
Ted & Joan Lindeman 

Wilbur & Thelma Lehmberg 
Robert Schmidt 

Vivian & John Windrow 
Steve & Kathy Stewart 

Kathy & Jack Moore 
Clyde & Denise Parsons 

Vivian Zinsmeyer 
Robert & Linda Fohn 
EdWinnie McWhirter 

Florine Carman 
Missy's Walkie Talkies: Mindy 

Coyne, Missy Ainsley, Terri 
Brandon, Rosemary Bendele 
John & Mary Seifert Family 
Charlie & Diane Crawford 
Clifford & Kimberly Reed 

Sam Bybee 
DGM Supply, Inc. 

Ruth Blanton 
The Self Family 

Mike & Betty Crowell 
Lloyd & Sheri Norris 

Ellen Tonne 
Kay McWilliams 

Joanne Faseler 
Gary W. Wenzel 

Dirk DeKoch Family 
Tom & Debra Woytasczyk 

Georgia Linnartz 
Kyle Landers 

Dr. & Mrs. James Meyer 
Jack & Kay Helton 

Community Nat’l Bank  
Larry & Terry McWilliams 

Betty & Scruggs Love 
Hermann Sons Steak House 

Hondo Nat’l Bank 
Garrett & Abby Wilson 

Tom & Lee Taylor 
Charlie & Janet Rothe 

Matt & Shannon Windrow 
Kurt & Dee Willman 

Mr. & Mrs. George Riddell 
Lynn Dodd 

Bob & Jeannie Hart 
Linda Hayes 

Fred & Louise Meyer 
Starr & Henry Schuehle 

Jan & Mike Weems 
Martha McTaggart 

Hilo & Candace DelBosque 
Mary & Bobby Ward 

Barbara Fisher 
Martha Nell Allen 

Ken & Nola Hanson 
Jane Reichmann 

Joey & Linda Neuman 
Alan & Linda Bohlen 
Mike & Brenda Groff 

Bobby & Norma Rothe 
Mary Howard 
Dottie Cheney 

Rosie Rothe 
Cornell & Onnie Saathoff 

 
Our condolences to the families 
on the loss of their loved ones.  

 
 

In Memoriam... 
The following memorials have been received since our last newsletter. 



 

 

February  Assistants 

Liturgists  
Feb. 4 Steve Hackebeil 
Feb. 11 Edmund Strickler 

Ash Wednesday 
Feb. 14 Sandy Robinson 
Feb. 18 Youth 
Feb. 25 Tricia Boll 
 
Finance Counters   
Feb. 4 Jan Weems 
Feb. 11 Joan Lindeman 
 Eric Rothe 
Feb. 18 Kevin Frosch 
Feb. 25 Jan Weems  
  

Trustee Counters  
Feb. 4 Tricia Boll 
Feb. 11 2 from Finance 
Feb. 18 Brenda Prestage 
Feb. 25 Tricia Boll 
 
Children’s Time 
Feb. 4 Communion Sunday 
Feb. 11 Pastor Lonnie 
Feb. 18 Kristi Frosch 
Feb. 25 Chris Kailipaka 
 

Altar Flowers 
Feb. 4 Open 
Feb. 11 Open 
Feb. 18 - Janice Highsmith in 

honor of Jim Highsmith’s 
birthday and in memory of 
Weldon McWhirter 

Feb. 25 Open 
 

Ralene Bodovinitz 
Shirley Braden 
Dalaine Brown 

Sam Bybee 
Sherian Calhoun 

Sandy Clinton 
Bettie Cogburn 

Carol Crenwelge 
Joe Cross 

Jack Curtis 
Debbie Dryden 
Rick Franklin 

Tracy Halliburton  
Michele Hanson 

Alice Herrera 
Jeannie Jasso 
Carl Kailipaka 
Joe Kailipaka 

Annise Lindeberg 
Sarah Lloyd 

Jody Lutz 
Jane Martin 

Rosa Martinez 
Mary Gilbert Matthews 

Denise Moon 
Quintanilla Family 
Lisa Haass Rothe 

Sarah Wade 
Amanda Wilson 

Diane & Brian Zdeb 
Mary Zdeb 

 

Nursing Home Residents: 
Bonnie Groff 

Elsie Kotowski 
EdWinnie McWhirter 
Carolyn E. Muennink 

 

Our Troops: 
Erik Arias 

William E. Bryant 
Emerson Cooper  

Joe Frank Garcia, III 
Kacy Kindred 
Chauncy Krol 
T. J. Littlefield 

James McTaggart, III 
Kevin Rothe 

Bryan Thompson 
 

 

 

Financial Report 
Oct. 1 - Dec. 31, 2017 

 

2017 Approved Budget: 
$340,545.00 

 
General Fund $   7,407.50 
Income:   113,491.24 
Expense:   74,166.93 
Balance:   $  46,731.81 
 

Includes $20,943.81 from CD. 

  
Building Fund 173,249.67 
Income: 69,847.18  
Expense:        4,250.00 
Balance:   $238,846.85 
 
Building Fund Includes: 
 Maintenance 1,247.67 
 New Fellowship Hall  35,985.97 
 Addition & Reno. 201,613.21 

 
Memorial Fund $34,612.09 
Income: 253.86 
Expense:         500.00  
Balance: $34,374.95 
 
Includes $19,912.34 from CD 
 
Altar Fund $1,341.18 
Income:  0.19 
Expense:     917.66 
Balance:  $  423.71 
 
Scholarship Fund $32,575.96 
 

The Newsletter can be seen in full 
COLOR online at  

www.fumchondo.com 

Worship Attendance  
Jan. 7 109 
Jan. 14 95 
Jan. 21 85 
Jan. 28 111 

Our Prayer Concerns 



 

 

Time for Mission? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who wants to be a blessing and be blessed all at the same time????  
Come join me in March  in Reynosa, Mexico as Strategic Alliance builds more “HOMES FOR THE 

HOMELESS”.  There are two dates to choose from. I will be happy to go on either, just depends on what 
the majority wants to do. March 10-13 or 10-15, 2018 (during Hondo’s spring break) 

My experience in December was a bigger blessing than I ever expected it to be. The timing is tight, 
but if you are interested, please let me know ASAP and we will get your application completed and 
submitted.  

In the words of Roland & Carolyn Ashby, co-founders of the ministry, “we believe that it is His will 
that we continue to reach out to those in need in Reynosa. If you would like to join us please ask God for 
His will for where you can serve. He is faithful and will let you know if you are to come with us.” 

There are many different ways to serve in this ministry and not all mean you have to physically go to 
Reynosa!! I assure you it is safe and the teams are housed and fed in a clean hotel in Reynosa and taken 
into the colonia every day to work. I never felt unsafe. We also had two worship services a day that were 
very God-filled.  

 

If you want to go, here are some particulars: 
 You MUST have a passport. (takes 4-5 weeks to get). 
 COST:  March 10-15, $545 for 13 & older and $272 for 12 & under 
 March 10-13, $410 for 13 & older. 
 There is an application you must complete and have notarized ASAP. 
 There is also a form for parents to complete if the child is under 18. 

 

Want to serve, but cannot go? Here are some ways: 
 Sponsor someone who wants to go. 
 Donate money towards the $3250 cost of each house. 
 Donate $125 for a cook stove OR $75 for a bed. 
 Donate clothes and toys and hygiene items to be taken to Reynosa (just like in December).   
 Sponsor a child in the ESCUELA VIVA program for $25 a month or $300 a year. (This is a 

wonderful program. The sponsorship provides a uniform, shoes, backpack, school supplies and 
fee to attend private school. They have very strict guidelines that the family has to follow to be a 
part of this ministry. ) 

If you would like more information, please contact me at 210-789-4024.  
THANK YOU so much for your generosity in all that was donated in December. 

 

God Bless,      
Brenda Vavricek 



 

 

Dear FUMC Family,  
 

On behalf of Troop 370, I 
would like to thank you all for 
the very generous offering you 
gave towards our Sea Base trip 
to the Bahamas. This collection 
will go directly towards travel 
expenses to and from Florida 
and the Bahamas. Thank you 
again for your kind generosity! 
 

Sincerely,  
Troop 370 Sea Base Crew 
Adrianna Young,  
Troop Committee Secretary 
 

The Family of John Charles 
Hartman thanks you for the 
food provided and the caring 
friendship shown.  

Your kindness and 
sympathy is more deeply 
appreciated than any word of 
thanks can ever express. 
 
Dianne Brown 
 
 

12-15-17 
To:  First United Methodist 

Church 
 

As the 2017 year comes to 
an end, Medina Co. Food Pantry 
sincerely thanks you for all the 
food and monetary donations 
given to the Food Pantry this 
entire year. 

It is generous people, such 
as you, who help make it 
possible for the pantry to 
continue this much needed 
service of food assistance in 
Medina County. The families 
who benefit from your 
thoughtful kindness are 
overwhelmed and grateful to 
know people care to help them 
in their times of need. 

May Christ’s love, peace, 
joy and hope fill your hearts 
this Christmas, and throughout 
the New Year. 

 
With Sincere Gratitude, 
Medina County Food Pantry 
Board of Directors and 
Volunteers 
Jeanette Black, Correspondent 

12/18/17 
Dear Friends in Mission, 
 

Thank  you for your gift to 
support the following 
missionaries and ministries of 
the General Board of Global 
Ministries (GBGM): House of 
Mercy Orphanage, Disaster 
Response, International, and 
Anna Troy. 

When giving through The 
Advance, the designated giving 
channel of The United 
Methodist Church, 100 percent 
of your contribution is applied 
to the designated project(s) or 
to missionary support. Giving 
through The Advance enables 
United Methodists to partner 
with one another in mission 
and ministry around the world. 
Thank you for joining with us in 
God’s mission. 

Your generosity makes it 
possible for the church to 
extend God’s mission across the 
globe to more than 60 
countries and to many areas of 
the US. Your gift supports 
missionaries and projects 
focused on evangelism, church 
development, education, 
disaster relief and 
rehabilitation, health services 
and programs for children and 
young people. We are grateful 
for your support of this life-
giving work.  

 
Roland Fernandes 
General Treasurer 
 
Russell Peirce, Executive 
Director of Communications, 
Advance & Fundraising 
 
(To see the full letter check the 
bulletin board outside the 
church office.) 

Dear Church Family: 
 
Our families would like to thank-you so very much for the 

beautiful service for our Mom, Renie Garrison Schulte, and lovely 
reception following the service.  We would especially like to 
thank Lonnie and Susan for the beautiful message and music 
during the service as well as the each of the members of the 
caring committee that helped with the reception.  In addition, we 
have had friends and family who have sent meals, offered prayers 
on our behalf, called to offer help in any way, given us love, hugs, 
and shared special moments in life they shared with  our Mom.  
To each of you we say a heartfelt thanks for being there for her 
and for us.  She dearly loved her church family.  May God Bless 
You Always! 

 
With much love and appreciation, 
Marcy, Glenn, and families 



 

 



 

 

First United Methodist Church 
(830) 426-2073 

          www.fumchondo.com 
fumchondo@sbcglobal.net 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 
9:00am-Backpack 

Ministry 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
 

2 
 

3 
 
9:00am-Spiritual Gifts 

Discovery 
Workshop 

 

 
 

4 
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Sunday School 
10:00am-Communion 

Service  
1:30pm-Drama Club 
 

5 
 
6:00pm-SPR 

Committee Meeting 
7:00pm-Boy Scouts 
 

6 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
4:00pm-Food Pantry 

Board Meeting 
5:30pm-Girl Scouts 
6:00pm-Wolves Den 

Meeting 

7  
 

9:30am-UMW 
Meeting 

6:00pm-Bears Den 
Meeting 

6:00pm-Webelos Den 
Meeting  

6:30pm-Choir Practice  
 
 
 

8 
 
9:00am-Backpack 

Ministry 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
6:30pm-Cub Committee 

Meeting 

9 
     
 

10 
 

11  Boy Scout Sunday 
 
8:30am-Boy Scout 

Waffle Breakfast 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Sunday School 
10:00am-Worship 
1:30pm-Drama Club 
 
 

12 
 
6:00pm-Board of 

Trustees Meeting 
7:00pm-Boy Scouts 
 
 

13 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
5:30pm-Girl Scouts 
6:00pm-Wolves Den 

Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 

14 Ash Wednesday 
 
6:00pm-Worship 

Service & Distribution 
of Ashes  

7:00pm-Choir Practice 
 

15 
 
9:00am-Backpack 

Ministry 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
 
 

16 
 

17 
 
10:00am-Safe 

Sanctuaries 
Training 

18 
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Sunday School 
10:00am-Worship  
Bethlehem Christian 

Ministries 
1:30pm-Drama Club 
 

19  Presidents’ Day 
 
7:00pm-Boy Scouts 

20 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
5:30pm-Girl Scouts 
6:00pm-Wolves Den 

Meeting 
 
 

21 
 
Newsletter  deadline 
 
4:00pm Chapel of 

God’s Country 
6:00pm-Lenten Bible 

Study Begins 
7:00pm-Choir Practice 
 

22 
 
9:00am-Backpack 

Ministry 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
6:00pm-Cub Scout Pack 

Meeting 
 

23 
 

24 

 
 

25 
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Sunday School 
10:00am-Worship  
1:30pm-Drama Club 
 
 

 

26 
 
7:00pm-Boy Scouts 

 
 

27 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
5:30pm-Girl Scouts 
6:00pm-Wolves Den 

Meeting 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
9:00am-Newsletter Prep 

& Mail 
6:00pm-Lenten Bible 

Study  
7:00pm-Choir Practice 
 

   



 

 

Ministry Meetings 
UM Women 

1st Wednesday - 9:30 am 
Medina County Food Pantry 

  1st Tuesday - 4:00 pm 
Chapel of God’s Country  

Ministry 
3rd Wednesday - 4:00 pm 

Walk Aerobics 
Tuesdays & Thursdays - 9:00 am 

Sit-n-Stretch 
Tuesdays & Thursdays  

10:00 am 

 Join us on Sunday   
8:30 am - Fellowship Time 

9:00 am - Sunday School 
10:00 am - Worship Service 

Methodist Websites: 
First United Methodist, Hondo 

http://www.fumchondo.com/ 
Hill Country District UMC  

http://hcdumc.org/ 
Rio Texas Conference  

http://riotexas.org/ 
United Methodist Church  

http://www.umc.org/ 

Important Dates 
Feb. 3 - 9:00 am  

Spiritual Gifts Workshop 

Feb. 5 - 6:00 pm  
SPR Committee Meeting 

Feb. 7 -  9:30 am UMW  
@ Martha Nell Allen’s Home 

Feb. 11 - Boy Scout Sunday 
Waffle Breakfast 

Feb. 12 - 6:00 pm  
Board of Trustees Meeting 

Feb. 14 - 6:00 pm  
Ash Wednesday Service 

Feb. 17 - 10 am  
Safe Sanctuary Training 

Feb. 21 - 6:00 pm   
Lenten Bible Study 

Feb. 21 - 7:00 pm  
Choir Practice 

Newsletter via Email? Please 
email the church at fumchondo 
@sbcglobal.net, if you would 
like to have the newsletter 
emailed.  

First United Methodist Church 
“Serving Him by serving others.” 

(830) 426-2073          www.fumchondo.com 
fumchondo@sbcglobal.net 

A great Lenten and life 
practice can be summed up 
by this quote from John 
Wesley: 
 
Do all the good you can,  
 By all the means you can, 
In all the ways you can, 
 In all the places you can, 
At all the times you can, 
 To all the people you can, 
  As long as ever you can. 

 
John Wesley 


