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The vote is in and there is a winner! The Addition and
Renovations Project has been elected with a resounding victory of
votes. The church is proceeding with the addition of more
restrooms accessible for mobility impaired folks. The relocation of
the Wesley Nurse and Church Office to the former parsonage will
provide additional Sunday School classrooms and meeting space.
The improved number of restrooms will better enhance our facility
and improve our service to members and non-member groups
utilizing the church. It’s been a long two and a half year process and
much thanks goes out to the Trustees and Chair, Ted Lindeman and
also the Finance Committee and Chair, Kevin Frosch. Of course, it is
you the members who recognized the need and supported it with
your resources. We now await the permitting process with the City
of Hondo and a starting date for construction from the contractor.
We not only celebrate a victory of votes for this building project,
we also, celebrate God’s victory in Jesus Christ over the forces of
sin, evil and death at Easter. This is the great game changer for all
humanity. God’s resounding vote of love through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ grants us the grace of new life, hope and promise.
Recently on a trip to Fredericksburg to celebrate our 36th
Wedding Anniversary, Susan and I could see the beginning signs of
wildflowers along various Texas roads. Signs of spring and new life
abound in these flowers and trees budding. Upon visiting the
Wildflower Farm and their garden nursery, the invitation was to
join in and enjoy adding color and life to one’s yard. So too, God
invites us to be a part of the new life being offered to us through
faith in God’s gracious gift of Jesus Christ.
During this month of April our office manager and treasurer,
Shannon, will be off from April 17-23 to celebrate her daughter’s
wedding. I, too, will be off April 17-22 to visit my sister who
recently lost her husband to ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease). The church
office will be closed. So there you have it, the new life of a wedding
for Jordan and the eternal life given to my brother-in-law, Mark. My
brothers and sisters enjoy to the fullest this Season of Easter.
Eternal Blessings,
Lonnie

Easter Sunday
April 1

The Foolishness of God:
When Easter Falls on April Fool’s Day
By Polly House
(From www.UMCOM.org)
“The foolishness of God
is wiser than human wisdom,
and the weakness of God
is stronger than human strength.”
— 1 Cor. 1:25 (CEB)

God is the creator of
comedy, according to the Rev.
Jerry Herships, pastor of After
Hours Church in Denver,
Colorado, and former stand-up
comedian. “God has to have a
sense of humor when you think
about it. Just look at the hippos,
the giraffes, or the Kardashians!”
“Add to that the fact that
Easter is on April Fool’s Day
this year. It almost makes it
twice as funny; like the
resurrection wasn’t already
hard enough to accept. But
seriously, I think Jesus came
back saying, ‘No, guys. I’m not
kidding. It’s me. I’m back. I have
overcome death.’”

How did this happen?
Easter always falls on the first
Sunday following the first full
moon of the spring equinox, so
while the day of the week,
Sunday, stays the same, the
date can vary by almost six
weeks. This year Easter falls on
April 1. Yes, April Fool’s Day, a
combination that hasn’t
happened since 1956.
Within the United Methodist
Church, the focus is always to
be on the Christian observance
rather than the secular holiday
when the two coincide. But that
doesn’t mean there can’t be
some humor. Just look at the
irony.
The origin of April Fool’s
Day is unclear. One theory is
that it came into being when
the Julian calendar, which
placed the new year around the
March equinox, was replaced
with the Gregorian calendar,
which placed the new year
January 1. People who didn’t
know about the change or
refused to accept it and
For those that may not
understand the
abbreviations to the left:
YOLO = You Only Live Once;
LOL = Laugh Out Loud;
JK = Just Kidding;
BRB = Be Right Back.

continued to celebrate the new
year in the spring were called
April fools.
The Rev. Taylor BurtonEdwards, a specialist in United
Methodist worship, said the
resurrection really was a joke
on those in power at the time of
the crucifixion. “They thought
once Jesus was dead, he would
be out of their way, things
would go back to normal and
they would continue to reign
forever. The joke was on them.
They may have been used as
the instrument of death for
Jesus, but they couldn’t make
him stay dead!”
Herships reminds us that
with Jesus’ resurrection, God
has the last laugh over death
and suffering: “Every Easter
really is April Fool’s Day. For
three days, the whole world, all
of humanity, thought that hope
and love were dead. But God
came back to say, ‘Surprise!’”

Lenten Clothing Drive
This Lent we again participated in the District-wide clothes drive. The clothes are picked up by the
Adventists, who take it to their warehouse, sanitize it and package in preparation for the next disaster.
A BIG THANK YOU to the youth of
Friends Academy helped load all the items
collected and had a good time doing it.
Thank you, also to the FUMC family for the
clothing donations.

UMW News
By: Janice Highsmith
UMW will meet
April 4 at the home of
Betty Gilliam (420 PR
333). The carpool to
Betty’s house will gather at the
church at 9:10 a.m. Ethel
Martin will present the Call to
Prayer and Self-Denial
program. The 5-minute
response will be shared by
Sondra Burris. Our offering to
the Call to Prayer and SelfDenial will support national
and international programs
that develop leaders of all ages.
Examples of such programs are
GED and ESL programs, job
readiness, life skills,
scholarships, and after-school
programs.
A Day Apart is set for April
14 at Marble Falls UMC. This
event is a day of devotion and
reflection for all United
Methodist Women. The theme
for the day is “Living in
Covenant Communities.” The
featured speaker is Ralph
Thompson, Rio Texas
Conference Lay Leader. If you
have ever heard him speak, you
know what an engaging time
we will have! We will head
home to Hondo after lunch at

noon. The fee for lunch is $12.
All women of the church are
invited to join us for the day.
Many thanks to those who
contributed to the Food Pantry
on March 4! The turnout was
tremendous! Your bigheartedness is amazing! Let’s
do it again on April 1! Woohoo!
Thank you for joining UMW in
mission to our community!

Food Pantry Sunday
FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY
CONTINUES ON APRIL 1!
Thank you! Thank you!
Thank you! The congregation
stepped up to provide over 200
items and monetary donations
for the Food Drive on March 4!
The volunteers were excited
and overwhelmed when this
great donation arrived on
Monday morning. First UMC
delivered many items that were
in short supply on that day
allowing them to fill each and
every basket for the clients.
Congratulations, Church!!
The food drive for the
Medina County Food Pantry
sponsored by the UMW
continues Sunday, April 1.
Every first Sunday of each
month, bring an item from the
given list of suggested food

items. This list is a guide for
what the Food Pantry needs to
provide for its clients.
Collection bins located in the
sanctuary are available for
placing donations. The
congregation is encouraged to
support the food drive and the
Food Pantry in its efforts to
feed the hungry
families in Medina
County. Thanks to all
of you for your
generosity!
Items Needed:
Plain rice
Dry pinto beans
Crackers
Pasta such as vermicelli,
macaroni, or spaghetti
Canned vegetables, tomatoes,
or fruit
Canned meat
Breakfast cereal
Peanut Butter
Jelly
Sugar
Flour (2 lb.)
Cooking oil (pint or half pint)
Toilet paper
Tooth paste
Tooth brush
Bar soap
Dish soap
Laundry soap

Office Closure in April
Pastor Lonnie and the
church secretary will both be
out of the office from April 17 April 23. We have decided to
close the church office for that
time frame. If there is an
emergency, please call
Shannon Rothe-830.931.7734
or Pastor Lonnie-210.687.4106.

Health & Wellness
Risks of Excessive Sodium Intake
Janet Crain, RN, Wesley Nurse
One of my pet peeves, much to
my family’s dismay, is to see
someone pick up a salt shaker and
cover their food with salt before
they even taste it! Did you know
that salt is addictive? Research
shows that eating too much salt
triggers the release of dopamine,
the neurotransmitter associated
with the brain’s pleasure center,
making salty foods as addictive as
nicotine and alcohol. Therefore, as
with any addiction, eating salty
foods only makes you crave more.
Sodium and salt are not
exactly the same thing—salt is
made up of both sodium (40%)
and chloride (60%). Nine out of
ten Americans consume too much
sodium. 65% of the sodium that
we consume comes from food
purchased at grocery stores and
convenience stores; 25% from
restaurants; and 10% from other
sources, such as the salt that we
add to our food. According to the
American Heart Association
(AHA), the average American
consumes 3,400 milligrams (mg)
of sodium in a day. The AHA
recommends no more than 2,300
mg a day, and an ideal limit of less
than 1,500 mg a day for most
adults, especially those with high
blood pressure. As a comparison,
1 teaspoon of salt = 2,300 mg of
sodium.
Sodium is a mineral that the
body must have, but we do not
make it so we must eat it. Sodium
is regulated in the body by your
kidneys, and it helps control your
body’s fluid balance; helps send
nerve impulses; and affects
muscle function, including the

heart. But too much sodium can
put you at risk for stroke, heart
failure, osteoporosis (weak
bones), stomach cancer, kidney
disease and kidney stones,
headaches, and increased water
retention leading to swelling,
bloating and weight gain.
What foods should you limit to
decrease your sodium intake?
The best way to reduce sodium is
to avoid prepackaged, processed,
and prepared foods. Watch out
for the “Salty 6”:
Breads and rolls
Pizza
Canned soup
Cold cuts (lunch meat) and
cured meats (like ham)
Poultry
Sandwiches
Other foods high in sodium
include cheeses and buttermilk,
salted snacks, frozen dinners,
condiments (ketchup, mustard,
and mayonnaise), pickles and
olives, seasoned salts, and sauces,
such as barbeque, soy, steak, and
Worcestershire. Avoid adding
table salt to foods—flavor foods
with herbs, spices, lemon, lime,
vinegar, or salt-free seasoning
blends.
On the other hand, foods low
in sodium include fresh fruits and
vegetables, canned foods
processed without added salt,
fresh meats, fish and poultry,
seasonings made with herbs and
spices, unsalted nuts, and dried
beans.
What about eating out? Order
carefully. Select fresh greens and
fruits when available. Ask for oil
and vinegar on your salad or ask

for the dressing on the side. Be
specific about what you want and
how you want your food
prepared. Request that your food
be prepared without added salt.
Remember portion control. You
can always bring home a to-go
box! It’s never too late to make
healthy lifestyle choices to
improve your health and your
quality of life.
The information for this article
was condensed from the
American Heart Association
website, www.heart.org/. For
more information, pick up the
handouts from the health
information table, or see me in my
office
Blessings,
Janet Crain
Janet Crain, RN, is a Wesley Nurse with
Methodist Healthcare Ministries of
South Texas, Inc. Methodist Healthcare
Ministries’ Wesley Nurse program is a
faith-based, holistic health and wellness
program committed to serving the least
served through education, health
promotion and collaboration with
individual and community in achieving
improved wellness through selfempowerment. Learn more at
www.mhm.org.

May Mission Momentum
By: Tricia Boll, Lay Leader
FUMC Hondo is taking their love for Christ into our
community on May 6th, prior to our annual church picnic.
Teams will spend Sunday morning and early afternoon,
May 6, doing mission projects. Teams will convene later in the
afternoon at the City Park for our picnic and to share stories about
their mission projects.
The Mission Committee will line up the specific projects and
would like our members to consider the mission categories below.
There will be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex beginning Easter
Sunday, so please sign up for the type of work you are willing to do.
We will then line up the projects for that day and provide you with
all the information you need to fulfill your mission projects. Each
team will need a leader to help us make this a successful Mission
Momentum Sunday!
Most of the projects will be for our church’s elderly and
vulnerable members, and include both indoor, outdoor, artistic and
cooking projects for all ages.
 Team Leader to organize home-bound communion and
people to go to the homes.
 Team Leaders and teams to do yard work such as raking,
shrub trimming, yard cleaning.
 Team Leaders and teams to do light housework, change
light bulbs, change A/C filters, etc.
 People to plant flowers around the church.
 People to bake cookies to take to home-bound people.
 People to make Christmas cards for Operation Christmas
Child children.
 People to make cards for our military troops.
 People to offer simple technical support to members
having technical difficulties.
 People to deliver meals to home-bound after the picnic.
 People to make meals to package for Meals on Wheels
recipients who don’t have weekend delivery.
Let’s start serving others outside of our church doors with a
momentum worthy of God’s praise!

Boy Scout Adventures
By Chris Young, Scoutmaster
Members of Boy Scout
Troop 370 on Bahamas Sea
Base Adventure. 5 adults and
11 scouts spent six days
aboard two different sail boats
in the Sea of Abaco over Spring
Break. They sailed, fished,
snorkeled, and explored
islands while living, sleeping,
and cooking aboard their
boat. It was the adventure of a
lifetime for these Scouts, and
something none of them will
soon forget.
They truly got to
experience God's creations at
some if its most beautiful
heights. Thank you to the
members of FUMC for helping
to make this life experience
possible for these young men.

Church Picnic
The annual Church Picnic will be held May 6th. We are having
May Mission Momentum before the picnic from 9:00 am - 11:00 am.
Worship in the park will begin at 11:00 am with lunch following.
We are asking everyone to please bring a friend!
Brisket, beans, & bread will be provided, please bring your
favorite side dish or dessert. Looking forward to celebrating our
service outdoors, with worship, music, food, & fun for the kids.
Make plans now to attend!

Safe Sanctuaries Training
As most of you know
anyone that works with
children and/or vulnerable
adults in our church needs to
have a background check and
safety training.
The Rio Texas Conference
requires two separate trainings
and a background check: the
background check and one
training is on the Safe
Gatherings website:
www.Safe Gatherings.com;
the other training is at www.
riotexas.org/safetrainings.
This is for the safety of our
children and vulnerable adults
and is the Rio Texas Policy that
we must comply with by June
2018. Thank you for your time
and efforts.
Call the church secretary if
you need any assistance,
Shannon Rothe, 830.426.2073.

Scholarship Application
The FUMC scholarship will
be awarded this year at the
annual picnic on May 6th to
students who will be or are
currently enrolled in a college
or university. Applications are
available from the church office
and are due Thursday, April 26.
Once again, we are excited
about the opportunity to support
our youth and young adults in
furthering their education.

Children’s Sunday School
In an effort to increase
attendance in our youth Sunday
school classes (K - 5th),
students will be meeting at
10:30 am rather than 9:00 am
for three Sundays (April 8, April
15, and April 22).

Older youth will continue to
follow the direction of parents
and Youth Director, Kendall
Stroud. Beginning on April 29
and through May 27, we will go
back to the regular schedule in
which Sunday school begins at
9:00 am. During this time,
teachers and parents will be
given the opportunity to decide
if the later starting time is the
direction to go beginning in the
fall.

Faith Sharing Moments
We are asking members of
our congregation to share
moments they may have
experienced God's grace or
creativity in the past week/
month. The sharing would take
place during the worship
service--just take a minute or
two to tell of your experience-we all need to hear about God's
goodness.
Submit your Faith Sharing
Moment to Tricia Boll (there
are forms in the Narthex ), and
we will schedule a day for you
to share.

April Assistants

Liturgists
April 1
Joan Lindeman
April 8
Janice Highsmith
April 15
Youth
April 22
Jeannie Hart
April 29
Fred Meyer
Finance Counters
April 1
Tad Wooten
April 8
Joan Lindeman
April 15
Eric Rothe
April 22
Kevin Frosch
April 29
Jan Weems
Trustee Counters
April 1
Mike Weems
April 8
Tricia Boll
April 15
Bruce Martin
April 22
Will Dodson
April 29
Bruce Martin
Children’s Time
April 1
Brenda Vavricek
April 8
Pastor Lonnie
April 15
Adrianna Young
April 22
Louise Meyer
April 29
Linda Bohlen

Our Prayer Concerns
Ralene Bodovinitz
Shirley Braden
Dalaine Brown
Sam Bybee
Sherian Calhoun
Maryann Chaffin
Sandy Clinton
Bettie Cogburn
Carol Crenwelge
Joe Cross
Debbie Dryden
Rick Franklin
Steve Hackebeil
Tracy Halliburton
Michele Hanson
Alice Herrera
Joanne Huesser
Jeannie Jasso
Carl Kailipaka
T.J. Lackey
Annise Lindeberg
Sarah Lloyd
Jody Lutz
Jane Martin
Rosa Martinez
Mary Gilbert Matthews
Wilda Mendez
Maida Modgling

Financial Report
Denise Moon
Carolyn E. Muennink
Quintanilla Family
Lisa Haass Rothe
Garrett Scott
Valerie Villa
Sarah Wade
Amanda Wilson
Diane & Brian Zdeb
Mary Zdeb

Nursing Home Residents:
Bonnie Groff
Joe Kailipaka
Elsie Kotowski
EdWinnie McWhirter

Our Troops:

Erik Arias
William E. Bryant
Emerson Cooper
Joe Frank Garcia, III
Chauncy Krol
T. J. Littlefield
James McTaggart, III
Kevin Rothe
Bryan Thompson

2018 Approved Budget:
$318,794.00
($26,566.17 monthly)
General Fund
Income:
Expense:
Balance:

The following memorials have been received since our last
newsletter.
Renie Garrison Schulte
Gail & John Meyer
Auldine McAnelly
William & Janet Barton
Gene & Patti Hunter
Jack Curtis
Brenda Vavricek
Doug & Carrie Self
Jim & Janice Highsmith
Our condolences to the families
on the loss of their loved ones.

$36,686.91
24,707.77
_22,678.35
$38,716.33

Includes $20,943.81 from CD.

Building Fund
Income:
Expense:
Balance:

$251,065.83
144.27
2,000.00
$249,210.10

Building Fund Includes:
Maintenance
1,587.88
New Fellowship Hall 36,385.97
Addition & Reno.
211,236.25

Memorial Fund
Income:
Expense:
Balance:

$34,735.86
6.66
0.00
$34,742.52

Includes $19,912.34 from CD

Altar Fund
Income:
Expense:
Balance:

In Memoriam...
In Memory of:
Martha McTaggart
Florine Carman
Billy & Cheryl Stroud
Tom & Marcy Rothe
Fred & Louise Meyer
Joe & Chris Kailipaka
Nola Hanson
Ethel Martin
Angie Hawley
James & Fern Collier
Ralph & Betty Gilliam
Brenda Vavricek
Jim & Janice Highsmith

February 28, 2018

Scholarship Fund

$373.75
0.03
0.00
$373.78
$32,639.18

The Newsletter can be seen in full
COLOR online at
www.fumchondo.com

Worship Attendance

Mar. 4
Mar. 11
Mar. 18
Mar. 25

105
80
96
106

(830) 426-2073
www.fumchondo.com
fumchondo@sbcglobal.net

First United Methodist Church

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1 Happy EASTER

2

3

4

5

8:30am-Fellowship
9:00am-Sunday School
10:00am-Communion

7:00pm-Boy Scouts

9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch
4:00pm-MC Food Pantry
Meeting
5:30pm-Girl Scouts
6:30pm-Wolves Den
Meeting

9:30amUMW at
Betty Gilliam’s

9:00am-Backpack
Ministry
9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch

Friday

Saturday

6

7

13

14
UMW Day Apart at
Marble Falls UMC

20

21

27

28

May 4

May 5

6:00pm-Bear &
Webelos Den
Meetings
7:00pm-Choir Practice

He is Risen!!
8

9

10

11

12

8:30am-Fellowship
9:00am-Sunday School
10:00am-Worship
1:30pm-Drama Club

6:00pm-Board of
Trustees Meeting
7:00pm-Boy Scouts

9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch
5:30pm-Girl Scouts
6:30pm-Wolves Den
Meeting

6:00pm-Bear &
Webelos Den
Meetings
6:30pm-Choir Practice

9:00am-Backpack
Ministry
9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch
6:00pm-Cub Scout
Committee Meeting

15

16

17

18

19

8:30am-Fellowship
9:00am-Sunday School
10:00am-Worship
11:00am-UMYF
1:30pm-Drama Club

6:00pm-SPRC Meeting
7:00pm-Boy Scouts

9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch
5:30pm-Girl Scouts
6:30pm-Wolves Den
Meeting

4:00pm-Chapel of
God’s Country
6:00pm-Bear &
Webelos Den
Meetings
6:30pm-Choir Practice

9:00am-Backpack
Ministry
9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch

Church Office Closed
22

23

24

25

26

8:30am-Fellowship
9:00am-Sunday School
10:00am-Worship
1:30pm-Drama Club

7:00pm-Boy Scouts

9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch
5:30pm-Girl Scouts
6:30pm-Wolves Den
Meeting

6:00pm-Bear &
Webelos Den
Meetings
6:30pm-Choir Practice

9:00am-Backpack
Ministry
9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch
6:00pm-Cub Scout Pack
Meeting

May 3

Newsletter deadline
Church Office Closed

29

30

May 1

May 2

8:30am-Fellowship
9:00am-Sunday School
10:00am-Worship
1:30pm-Drama Club

7:00pm-Boy Scouts

9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch
5:30pm-Girl Scouts
6:30pm-Wolves Den
Meeting

9:00am-Newsletter Prep 9:00am-Backpack
& Mail
Ministry
6:00pm-Bear &
9:00am-Walk Aerobics
Webelos Den
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch
Meetings
6:30pm-Choir Practice

First United Methodist Church
“Serving Him by serving others.”

(830) 426-2073
www.fumchondo.com
fumchondo@sbcglobal.net
The newsletter is available via email, please contact the church office.

Join us on Sunday
8:30 am - Fellowship Time
9:00 am - Sunday School
10:00 am - Worship Service

Ministry Meetings

Important Dates

April 1 - Happy Easter
8:30 am, Easter Breakfast
9:30 am, Easter Egg Hunt
10:00 am, Worship Service
April 9 - 6:00 pm, Trustees Meeting
April 16 - 6:00 pm, SPRC Meeting
April 17-23 - Church Office Closed
April 24 - Newsletter Article Deadline
April 26 - Scholarship Applications Due
May 2 - 9:00 am, Newsletter Prep and Mail

Do all the good you can, By all the means you can,
In all the ways you can, In all the places you can,
At all the times you can, To all the people you can,
As long as ever you can.
John Wesley

UM Women
1st Wednesday - 9:30 am
Medina County Food Pantry
1st Tuesday - 4:00 pm
Chapel of God’s Country
Ministry
3rd Wednesday - 4:00 pm
Walk Aerobics
Tuesdays & Thursdays - 9:00 am
Sit-n-Stretch
Tuesdays & Thursdays
10:00 am

Methodist Websites:
First United Methodist, Hondo
http://www.fumchondo.com/
Hill Country District UMC
http://hcdumc.org/
Rio Texas Conference
http://riotexas.org/
United Methodist Church
http://www.umc.org/

