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The Pastor’s Pen 
Rev. Dr. Lonnie Phillips 

The Ride of a Lifetime  
 

The other night, Susan and I went to the Dramatic Divas 
production of “Trapped by a Treacherous Twin” out at the South 
Texas Maize in support of the Meals on Wheels program. It was a 
wonderful evening and our own Susan Freeman as director is 
incredible. So, too, Jack Young playing two roles, was superb. Thank 
you both for offering your gifts in support of the Hondo 
community! 

While parking the car that night the ground had cracks big 
enough to fall in and break an ankle. It’s been that hot and dry. So, 
in contrast to those conditions our Vacation Bible School leaders 
have selected a wetter theme: “Rolling River Rampage: Experience 
the Ride of a Lifetime with God.” When you enter the Narthex/
Foyer you will immediately notice the preparations of blue watery 
surroundings along with plenty of trees lining the river bank for 
July 9-12. 

Now I have canoed a pretty peaceful 
river and a more rapidly moving one. I have 
also rafted a very swiftly moving river in 
Costa Rica. Getting wet is not an issue, 
because it will happen regardless. It is really 
great to enjoy the surrounding environment 
with varying landscapes and a variety of flora and fauna. The key is 
following the guide’s instructions. Given that one has on a good 
fitting life vest it’s necessary to do what the guide says do. It, of 
course, involves trusting someone who knows the route and it’s 
troublesome spots. It can be so easy to let fear and subsequent 
panic rule the moment at signs of trouble. However, good traveling 
can occur when the rafting team does what’s asked of them. It’s 
definitely a community effort on a river with rapids. Having faith in 
the guide is paramount. 

So it is, Church, that we are joined with others on the 
“adventure of a lifetime” and called to follow the Holy Spirit’s 
leading us in the way of Jesus Christ. My thanks to all those 
Vacation Bible School volunteers or rafting team occupants, as they 
might also be called. It promises to be an exciting ride! 

 
Blessings,  
Lonnie 
 

 
PS. The city has granted the permit for our Restroom Addition and 

Renovations. Now further conversation with the contractor 
concerning the changes required has provided us with an 
updated dollar figure of $289,660 for the project. A starting time 
for construction has yet to be decided. How exciting! It’s gonna 
happen! It will be a fun ride! 

http://www.fumchondo.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

VBS 2018:  Rolling River Rampage 
 July 9-12, 1 pm to 4 pm 

Rolling River Rampage Vision:  To invite 
Rafters of all ages on a white water rafting 
adventure to experience the ride of a lifetime 
with God.  Along the river, Rafters discover that 
life with God is an adventure full of wonder and 
surprise, and that they can trust God to be with 
them through anything. 

Our VBS participants are called Rafters; the 
Group Leaders are called Guides; our Activity 
Center Leaders are called Station Leaders.  Bible 
Storytellers and Craft Leaders can take on more 
than one day or class.   

Thank all of you who have volunteered!  We 
need a few more volunteers so if you know of someone, please ask them to help, and give them Tricia 
Boll’s contact information (210-260-7368) 

  
Please note the important dates below and mark them on your calendars: 
  
 Wednesday, June 27, 1:00  - General VBS Meeting with all volunteers. 
 Sunday, July 1, after worship -  Repeat General Meeting for those that couldn’t make the June 27 

meeting. 
 Friday, July 6, 1:00 - All who are able, meet at church to decorate everything but the sanctuary 

altar. Teachers decorate their classrooms.  
 Sunday, July 8, After Worship - All who are able, stay to finish decorating the sanctuary. 
 Monday, July 9, 12:00 noon - All volunteers meet in the Fellowship hall for kick-off prayer and to 

help with registration.  
 

Please feel free to call or email Tricia Boll with any questions, comments: padbad452@msn.com or 
210-260-7368.  

To register a child for VBS go to http://rrr.cokesburyvbs.com/fumchondo. Or come by the church 
office for a registration form. 

http://rrr.cokesburyvbs.com/fumchondo


 

 

 Thoughts from 
Our Lay Leader 
Tricia Boll 

 
Open the Flood Gates, 

 
This year’s Rio Texas 

Annual Conference’s focus was 
on how the church must change 
to adapt to the twenty first 
century culture.  No, that does 
not mean change the message 
of the Gospel.  It means do as 
Jesus did:  go and spread the 
gospel message to the people, 
where they are.  It means 
address the needs of the needy 
on their turf, not ours.  Instead 
of asking people to ‘come and 
see,’ we are to ‘go and do’!  
Your question is ‘how do we 
know where to go and do’?  

Sue Nilson Kibbey, an 
ordained United Methodist 
pastor and author, was a 
speaker at our Annual 
Conference.  She is currently a 
ministry practitioner for the 
Missional Church Consultation 
Initiative and author of 
Floodgates, Holy Momentum For 
A Fearless Church.   Her book 
demonstrates how we can 
become a mission-focused 
church where people are fully 
engaged, serving others and 
following Christ by introducing 
a Breakthrough Prayer 
Initiative in our church. 

Yes, leaders have to be on 
board to find out what plan God 
has for our church.  Leaders 
who are willing to take a leap of 
faith and be willing to answer 
God’s call is crucial.  This isn’t 
prayer as usual, this is prayer 
feasting, not prayer snacking.  

It’s everyone in our church 
praying together at 
coordinated times.  The prayer 
would look like this: 

God of love and power, we 
know you are with us and for us.  
Breakthrough into our lives and 
into your church.   

Fill us with the grace, power, 
and mercy of Jesus.  Help us to 
discern where your Spirit is 
leading.   

Open doors that lead us into 
a new season of faithfulness  and 
fruitfulness for your kingdom.  
Give us faith and courage to step 
through the doors that you 
open.   

We know that prayer is the 
key.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

If our leaders are willing to 
move our church forward with 
the Breakthrough Prayer 
Initiative, are you as laity 
willing to follow the path 
where God and our prayer 
leads us?  Think about it, 
please, and Amen! 

 

Global Leadership Summit 
August 9-10, 2018 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
 

Everyone has influence. 
You have influence and the 
ability to positively impact your 
community and world. No matter  
where your influence is-in your 
family, school, work or church-
when you commit to grow your 
leadership, everyone around 
you wins! 

We have five slots for our 
members at a greatly reduced 
price of $109. Please contact 
the church office if you are 
interested in attending.  

 
 
 

Cornerstone Assistance 
Network 
Cornerstone Assistance 

Network has begun it’s mission 
to assess and respond to 
community needs and establish 
a centralized location where 
persons can be put in touch 
with appropriate help. The new 
office is open on Mondays 
(except holidays) from 10:00 
am to 2:00 pm, conveniently 
located at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church.  

Funding for this ministry is 
through individual donations. 
This ministry also refers clients 
to other appropriate 
organizations for assistance. 

Volunteers are needed to 
help fill out in-take forms on 
Mondays at St. Paul Lutheran 
from 10:00 am - 12:00 pm and 
from 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm, once 
or twice a month. If interested 
contact Pastor Lonnie. 
 

Choir Plans 
There will be no Choir 

Rehearsals for the month of 
July. Special offerings of music 
will be included in Sunday 
worship through solo and small 
groups. The Chancel Choir has 
grown with the recent 
additions of Tad Wooten, Ruth 
Blanton and the return of Jean 
Callaway! There is room for 
more when we resume 
rehearsals later this summer! 
 



 

 

Health & Wellness 
Janet Crain, RN, Wesley Nurse 
 

Sun Safety for Your Family  
 

The weather is warming up, 
the days are longer, and there’s 
more time to be outside doing all 
kinds of fun things!  But if you are 
going to be out in the sun, 
especially on a hot day, you need 
to stay safe. 

The sun is hot, but it has a very 
important role.  The ultraviolet 
(UV) rays sent down by the sun 
makes flowers and plants grow 
and gives us vitamin D so we can 
better absorb calcium into our 
bodies for strong bones—but 
when our skin has been exposed 
to too many of these rays, we get a 
sunburn. Sunburns look bad and 
feel worse!  They can cause 
blisters on your skin. They can 
cause skin damage and premature 
wrinkling as we get older.  And 
worse of all, they can lead to skin 
cancer. 

Here are some tips to have 
safe fun in the sun: 

 

 ALWAYS wear sunscreen—
Use a sunscreen with an SPF 
rating of 30 or higher.   

 Put on the sunscreen 15 to 
20 minutes before going out 
in the sun. 

 Take frequent breaks from 
the sun by going indoors or 
moving into the shade. 

 Be especially careful 
between 10:00 am and 4:00 
pm when the sun’s rays are 
the strongest. 

 Reapply your sunscreen at 
least every 2 hours or more 
often if you have been 
swimming or sweating a 

lot—even if the sunscreen is 
waterproof.   

 Put the sunscreen all over 
your body, including the 
tops of your ears, the back of 
your neck, the part in your 
hair, your face, and the tops 
of your feet. 

 Wear clothing that you can’t 
see your hand through. 

 Wear a hat or cap to block 
your face from the sun. 

 Always wear sunglasses in 
the bright sun, and make 
sure they have a label saying 
that they block 100% of UV 
rays.  Sun exposure damages 
the eyes as well as the skin. 
Even 1 day in the sun can 
lead to a burned cornea (the 
outer clear membrane layer 
of the eye). Sun exposure 
over time can cause 
cataracts later in life. The 
best way to protect eyes is to 
wear sunglasses that 
provide 100% UV 
protection. 

 Double-check your 
medications—Some 
medications make skin 
more sensitive to UV rays.  
Ask your doctor or 
pharmacist if any of the 
medications, prescriptions 
or over-the-counter, that 
you or your children take 
can increase sun sensitivity.   

 
Note for teens and adults:  

Tanning at a salon is not safer than 
tanning in the sun. The UV rays 
that cause the tan in a salon are 

involved in the development of 
skin damage that can lead to skin 
cancer. These UV rays also cause 
premature wrinkling of the skin. 

The good news is that if you 
follow these Sun Safety rules, the 
sun doesn’t have to be your 
enemy! 

   For more information, go to 
http://kidshealth.org, visit my 
health display in the Fellowship 
Hall, or visit me in my office. 

 
Blessings!            
Janet Crain, RN, Wesley Nurse 

 
Janet Crain, RN, is a Wesley Nurse 

with Methodist Healthcare Ministries of 
South Texas, Inc. Methodist Healthcare 
Ministries’ Wesley Nurse program is a 
faith-based, holistic health and wellness 
program committed to serving the least 
served through education, health 
promotion and collaboration with 
individual and community in achieving 
improved wellness through self-
empowerment. Learn more at 
www.mhm.org.                                                         

 
 

http://kidshealth.org


 

 

UMW News 
By: Janice Highsmith 
The baby shower and 

luncheon honoring The 
Blessings Boutique at 
Providence Place was a 
tremendous success!  Thank 
you to everyone who attended.  
Thank you also to those who 
were unable to attend but sent 
gifts.  You were all so very 
generous as you can see from 
the photo with this article.  
Appreciation also goes out to 
those who donated door prizes 
and decorations.  The 
fellowship hall was beautiful!  
Thank you to the ladies who 
worked behind the scenes with 
planning and in the kitchen 
making sure tea was made and 
food was served.  The covered 
dish salads and desserts were 
delicious.   

The gifts received at the 
baby shower were picked up by 
Brian Sullivan from Providence 
Place on June 20.  His vehicle 
was full of delightful baby 
goods for the Blessings 
Boutique!  Thank you to the 
congregation for your prayerful 
support to this mission project 
which turns faith, hope, and 
love into action for women, 
children, and youth. 

UMW will not have a 
regular meeting in July.  
However, we will still be at 
work.  Mission U is scheduled 
for July 13-15 in Kerrville at 

Mount Wesley.  Also, birthday 
calendars are for sale by UMW 
members.  The 2019 calendar 
will be the 69th issue!  Don’t 
miss out on this long-standing 
tradition in Hondo!  Listings are 
only 25 cents each and 
calendars are only $4.  That’s 
the best bargain in town!   

Thank you for joining 
UMW in mission to our 
community! 

 

Food Pantry Sunday  
 Continues, July 1 

On June 3, your donations 
to the Food Pantry amounted to 
about 75 items.  Even though 
that number is down a little bit 
more from May, monetary 
donations allowed the Food 
Pantry to purchase items to 
stock the shelves.  Thank you 
for big-hearted monetary gifts!  
The donation bins will be in the 
sanctuary as well as in the 
narthex on July 1.  Remember 
that the Food Drive blesses 
people more than we can ever 
imagine.  Thank you all so 
much for your participation in 
this ministry!  God bless you 
and your generosity! 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Our Prayer Concerns 
Ralene Bodovinitz 

Dalaine Brown 
Sam Bybee 

Sherian Calhoun 
Maryann Chaffin 

Sandy Clinton 
Bettie Cogburn 

Joe Cross 
Debbie Dryden 

Deby Dycus 
Rick Franklin 

Cashlin Gierisch 
Steve Hackebeil 

Tracy Halliburton  
Alice Herrera 
Faith Hope  

Jeannie Jasso 
Carl Kailipaka 

T.J. Lackey 
Annise Lindeberg 

Patricia Long 
Jody Lutz 

Rosa Martinez 
Mary Gilbert Matthews 

Wilda Mendez 
Denise Moon 

Roberta Neumann 
Quintanilla Family 
Lisa Haass Rothe 

Garrett Scott 
Cody Smith 

Curt Van DeWalle 
Valerie Villa 
Sarah Wade 

Amanda Wilson 
Diane & Brian Zdeb 

Mary Zdeb 

Nursing Home Residents: 
Rick Brown 
Bonnie Groff 
Joe Kailipaka 

Elsie Kotowski 
EdWinnie McWhirter 
Carolyn E. Muennink 

Our Troops: 
Erik Arias 

William E. Bryant 
Emerson Cooper  

Joe Frank Garcia, III 
Chauncy Krol 
T. J. Littlefield 

James McTaggart, III 
Kevin Rothe 

Bryan Thompson 

In Memoriam... 
The following memorials have 
been received since our last 
newsletter. 

Financial Report 
May 31, 2018 

 

2018 Approved Budget: 
$318,794.00  

($26,566.17 monthly) 
 
General Fund $24,908.58 
Income:    19,760.62  
Expense:    22,830.24  
Balance:   $21,838.96  
 

Includes $20,943.81 from CD. 

  
Building Fund $264,796.22 
Income: 147.31 
Expense:        2,720.00 
Balance:   $262,223.53 
 
Building Fund Includes: 
 Maintenance -1,126.19 
 New Fellowship Hall  36,885.97 
 Addition & Reno. 226,463.75 

 
Memorial Fund $35,521.16 
Income: 9.04 
Expense:              0.00 
Balance: $35,530.20 
 
Includes $19,912.34 from CD. 

 
Altar Fund $453.83 
Income:  0.03 
Expense:     __0.00 
Balance:  $ 453.86 
 
Scholarship Fund $32,738.00 

In Memory of:  
Jane Martin 
Helen Boehme 

Nan Persyn 
Greg & Jean Saathoff 

Karl Faseler 
Martina Saathoff & Family  

Ron & Evelyne Barbutti 
Grady & Rhonda Jolley 

Dorothy & Johnny Faseler & 
Family 

Janice (Martin) & Ron Geyer 
Dianne Brown 

Ralph & Betty Gilliam 
Chris & Joe Kailipaka 

Brenda Vavricek  
Tom & Marcy Rothe 

Thomas & Bethany Hill 
 

Our condolences to the family on 
the loss of their loved one.  

July Assistants 
Liturgists  
July 1 Chris Kailipaka 
July 8 Janice Highsmith 
July 15 Jean Callaway 
July 22 Brenda Prestage 
July 29 Louise Meyer 
 
Finance Counters   
July 1 Linda Bohlen 
July 8 Jan Weems 
July 15 Thomas Wooten 
July 22 Sondra Burris 
July 29 Louise Meyer 
 
Trustee Counters  
July 1 Bruce Martin 
July 8 Brenda Vavricek 
July 15 Brenda Prestage  
July 22 Bruce Martin 
July 29 Mike Weems  

The Newsletter can be seen in full 
COLOR online at  

www.fumchondo.com 

Worship Attendance  
 
June 3 64 
June 10 65 
June 17 90 
June 24 100 



 

 

First United Methodist Church (830) 426-2073 
          www.fumchondo.com 

fumchondo@sbcglobal.net 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Sunday School 
10:00am-Communion  
 

2 
 
 

3 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
4:00pm-MC Food Pantry 

Meeting 
5:30pm-Girl Scouts 
 

4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Offices Closed 

5 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
 

6 7 
 

8 
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Sunday School 
10:00am-Worship  
 

9 
 
6:00pm-Board of 

Trustees Meeting 
 

10 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
 

11  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
 

13 
      
 

14 
 

15   
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Sunday School 
10:00am-Worship 
 

16 
 
10:00am-Health 

Committee Meeting 

17 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
5:30pm-Girl Scouts 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
Newsletter Deadline 

 
4:00pm-Chapel of 

God’s Country 
 

19 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
Possible CPR Class—

watch the church 
bulletins and website 
for updates. 

22 
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Sunday School 
10:00am-Worship 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
 

24 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
 
 

 

25 
 
9:00am-Newsletter 

Prep & Mail 

26 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
 

27 
 
 
 

28 
 

 

29 
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Sunday School 
10:00am-Worship  
 
 

 

30 
 
 

31 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
5:30pm-Girl Scouts 

August 1 
 
9:30am-UMW Meeting 
6:30pm-Choir 

Rehearsal 

2 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 

3 4 

Rolling River Rampage — Vacation Bible School 1-4pm 



 

 

Ministry Meetings 
UM Women 

1st Wednesday - 9:30 am 
Medina County Food Pantry 

  1st Tuesday - 4:00 pm 
Walk Aerobics 

Tuesdays & Thursdays - 9:00 am 
Sit-n-Stretch 

Tuesdays & Thursdays  
10:00 am 

 Join us on Sunday   
8:30 am - Fellowship Time 

9:00 am - Adult Sunday School 
10:00 am - Worship Service 

NO Children’s Sunday School  
for the summer. 

Methodist Websites: 
First United Methodist, Hondo 

http://www.fumchondo.com/ 
Hill Country District UMC  

http://hcdumc.org/ 
Rio Texas Conference  

http://riotexas.org/ 
United Methodist Church  

http://www.umc.org/ 

Important Dates 
July 4/Independence Day - Offices Closed 

July 9 - 6:00 pm, Trustees Meeting 
July 9-12 - 1:00pm to 4:00 pm, Vacation Bible School 

July 16 - 10:00 am, Health Committee Meeting 
July 18 - Newsletter Deadline 

July 21 - 9:30 am, Tentative CPR Class 
July 24 - 9:00 am, Newsletter Prep & Mail 

The newsletter is available via email, please contact the church office.  

First United Methodist Church 
“Serving Him by serving others.” 

(830) 426-2073          www.fumchondo.com 
fumchondo@sbcglobal.net 

Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, 
 In all the ways you can, In all the places you can, 
At all the times you can, To all the people you can, 
 As long as ever you can.     John Wesley 


