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“Change”
Coffee! I enjoy coffee in the morning. Usually two to three cups
will do me just fine. Summer, winter or fall, it doesn’t matter
because I will drink my share. What has recently changed,
however, is what goes into my cup. Now, because of some dietary
changes, I’ve gone from a bit of flavored creamer (and highly
sugared) to half and half and artificial sweetener. In all honestly, I
haven’t noticed much of a favorable difference. Thank God for small
favors, I say!
Remaining on the beverage theme, I have also changed from all
sweet tea to now half sweet and half unsweet. In addition I’m
choosing to drink more water when eating out.
All of this change in beverage consumption is part of a larger
dietary change. Less carbohydrates (breads, potatoes, rice, beans,
and pastas) and less sugar. So far in seven weeks, I have lost ten
pounds and am striving to lose another twenty. But let me tell you
there is nothing easy about change at any age.
The spiritual life of Christians, however, is based on change (i.e.,
conversion and subsequent growth). Being conformed to the ways
of God’s love in Jesus Christ requires constant change of heart,
mind, soul, and strength! From the initial ‘yes’ to following Jesus’
call on one’s life to the ongoing direction of the Holy Spirit, some
kind of change is necessary. This is not only true for individuals but
also for communities of faith.
After the Rio Texas Annual Conference in June, I have sensed
among several leaders a desire for a new focus beyond the physical
renovation and addition in process. A greater emphasis on prayer
and I believe an outward focus on outreach to others may well be
part of the Holy Spirit’s invitation to change. Perhaps we are
headed into new neighborhoods. We shall see how the Spirit leads.
Trusting in Gods’ great love, whatever change comes can well be a
positive thing for our church’s health.
Blessings,
Lonnie
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Scenes from VBS 2018: Rolling River Rampage
Held July 9-12, 1 pm to 4 pm

Vacation Bible School
Another great VBS event
has come and gone! It was so
awesome to watch our
volunteers (30+!) work so hard
to share God’s kingdom with
the 45+ kids who attended this
year. Our volunteers’ ages
spanned eight decades, which
is quite remarkable, and the
energy in the atmosphere was
palpable. Our church was
vibrating!
Thank you, church, for the
privilege of sharing God’s
kingdom with children in this
community within the walls of
FUMC. Thank you, volunteers
for your time, energy, and love
for children. A good time was
had by all!

Food Pantry Sunday
Continues, Aug 5
Our Food Drive for the
Medina County Food Pantry
continues on Communion
Sunday, August 5. The
donation bins will be in the
narthex for your convenience.
Bins will no longer be in the
sanctuary for the Food Drive.
Let us try to fill all three bins to
the brim! While Jesus shares a
meal with us on that day, let us
share a meal with our
community through the food
pantry. Remember that the
Food Drive blesses people
more than we can ever imagine.
Thank you all so much for your
participation in this ministry!
God bless you and your
generosity!

Thoughts from
Our Lay Leader
Tricia Boll
In August, the
committee on nominations and
leadership development will
begin meeting. The charge of
this committee is to identify,
develop, deploy, evaluate, and
monitor Christian spiritual
leadership for the local
congregation. In conducting its
work, the committee shall
engage in biblical and
theological reflections on the
mission of the church, the
primary task, and the
ministries of the local church.
(Source: The Book of Discipline
of the United Methodist Church,
2016, paragraph #258). The
committee will work with the
church council to determine
the diverse ministry tasks of
the congregation and the skills
needed for leadership. Once
those determinations are made,
the leaders who are willing and
able will begin their service in
January of 2019. Please know
that UMC.org has many ways
that one can be trained for
service, if a particular skill set
is necessary or desired by the
individual.
There could not be a better
time for the leaders and
members of FUMC Hondo to
engage in intense prayer to
discern what God’s mission is
for our church. If we are to
become a mission-focused
church where people are fully
engaged, serving others and
following Christ, we have no
choice but to get on our knees,
beseeching God to show us His
way. In FLOODGATES, HOLY

MOMENTUM FOR A FEARLESS
CHURCH, Sue Nilson Kibbey
outlines a pattern we as a
congregation can follow to
learn of God’s plan for us.
Let the following prayer be
our prayer: God of love and
power, we know you are with us
and for us. Breakthrough into
our lives and into your church.
Fill us with the grace, power,
and mercy of Jesus. Help us to
discern where your Spirit is
leading. Open doors that lead us
into a new season of faithfulness
and fruitfulness for your
kingdom. Give us faith and
courage to step through doors
that you open. We know that
prayer is the key. In Jesus name,
Amen.
As I asked in the July
newsletter, if our leaders are
willing to move our church
forward with the Breakthrough
Prayer Initiative, are you as
laity willing to follow the path
where God leads us? Please
pray about it. Amen.

Global Leadership Summit
August 9-10, 2018
St. Paul Lutheran Church
Everyone has influence.
You have influence and the
ability to positively impact your
community and world. No matter
where your influence is-in your
family, school, work or churchwhen you commit to grow your
leadership, everyone around
you wins!
We have five slots for our
members at a greatly reduced
price of $109. Please contact
the church office if you are
interested in attending.

Health & Wellness
Janet Crain, RN, Wesley Nurse

Adult Immunization Recommendations
Your need for immunization
doesn’t end when you become
an adult. Regardless of age, we
all need immunizations to
protect against serious, and
sometimes deadly, diseases.
Protection from vaccines you
received as a child can wear off
over time, and more vaccines
are now available. It can be very
confusing because new vaccines
are being developed all the
time, and the immunization
recommendations change
periodically. The specific
vaccines you need as an adult
are determined by your age,
job, lifestyle, health conditions,
travel destinations, and which
vaccines you’ve had in the past.
Throughout your adult life,
vaccines are recommended for
protection against:
1.Influenza--Influenza is a
serious disease that can lead
to hospitalization and
sometimes even death. Even
healthy people can get very
sick from the flu and spread it
to others. Everyone 6 months
of age and older should get
a flu vaccine every season.
The seasonal flu vaccine
protects against the influenza
viruses that research
indicates will be most
common during the upcoming
season. It takes about two
weeks after vaccination for
antibodies to develop in the
body that protect against flu.
At the beginning of each new
flu season, CDC recommends
that people get a flu vaccine
by the end of October, if

possible. Getting vaccinated
later, however, can still be
beneficial and vaccination
should continue to be offered
throughout the flu season,
even into January or later.
2. Td (Tetanus and
diphtheria) and Tdap
(Tetanus, diphtheria, and
pertussis or whooping
cough)-Adults should get one
dose of the tetanus and
diphtheria (Td) vaccine every
10 years. For adults who did
not get Tdap as a preteen or
teen, they should get one dose
of Tdap in place of a Td dose
to boost protection against
whooping cough. However,
adults who need protection
against whooping cough can
get Tdap at any time,
regardless of when they last
got Td.
3. Shingles-- Shingles
vaccination is the only way to
protect against shingles and
postherpetic neuralgia (PHN),
the most common
complication from shingles.
CDC recommends that healthy
adults 50 years and older get
two doses of the shingles
vaccine called Shingrix
(recombinant zoster vaccine),
separated by 2 to 6 months, to
prevent shingles and the
complications from the
disease. Shingrix is the
preferred vaccine, over
Zostavax®(https://
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/
shingles/public/zostavax/
index.html) (zoster vaccine
live), a shingles vaccine in use

since 2006. Healthy adults 50
years and older should get
two doses of Shingrix,
separated by 2 to 6 months.
You should get Shingrix
even if in the past:
 you had shingles-- If you
had shingles in the past, you
can get Shingrix to help
prevent future occurrences
of the disease. There is no
specific length of time that
you need to wait after
having shingles before you
can receive Shingrix, but
generally you should make
sure the shingles rash has
gone away before getting
vaccinated.
 received Zostavax-- If you
had Zostavax in the recent
past, you should wait at
least eight weeks before
getting Shingrix
 are not sure if you had
chickenpox-- You can get
Shingrix whether or not you
remember having had
chickenpox in the past.
Studies show that more than
99% of Americans 40 years
and older have had
chickenpox, even if they
don’t remember having the
disease.
4. Pneumococcal disease-There are two kinds of
vaccines that help prevent
pneumococcal disease:
Pneumococcal conjugate
vaccine (PCV13 or Prevnar
13 )—Recommended for all
adults age 65 and over, but
can be given under age 65 for
(Continued on page 5)

(Continued from page 4)

persons with certain medical
conditions. It is recommended
that the PCV 13 be
administered first, followed
by PPSV 23 at least 1 year
later. The two pneumococcal
vaccines should not be
administered at the same
time.
Pneumococcal
polysaccharide vaccine
(PPSV23 or Pneumovax23)-Recommended for all adults age
65 and over, but can be given
under age 65 for persons with
certain medical conditions. If
the PPSV23 vaccine has already
been administered, the PCV13
can be given at least 1 year
later.
Other vaccines you may
need according to your health
conditions include those that
protect against human
papillomavirus(https://
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/
hpv/public/index.html) (which
can cause certain cancers),
meningococcal disease(https://
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/
mening/public/index.html),
hepatitis B(https://
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/
hepb/public/index.html),
hepatitis A(https://
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/
hepa/public/index.html),
chickenpox(https://
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/
varicella/public/index.html),
measles, mumps, and rubella.
(https://www.cdc.gov/
vaccines/vpd-vac/measles/
default.htm) Ask your doctor
which vaccines are right for
you.
Immunization is one of the
safest ways for you to protect

your health. Vaccine side effects
are usually mild and go away on
their own. Severe side effects
are very rare. Adults can get
vaccines at doctors’ offices,
pharmacies, workplaces,
community health clinics,
health departments, and other
locations. Most health
insurance plans cover
recommended vaccines. Check
with your insurance provider
for details and for a list of
vaccine providers. If you do not
have health insurance, visit
www.healthcare.gov to learn
more about health insurance
options.
Get vaccinated to protect
yourself and your loved ones
from serious diseases.
The information for this
article was condensed from the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) website:
https://www.cdc.gov/features/
adultimmunizations/index.html
For more information, pick
up the handouts from the health
information table, or see me in
my office.
Blessings!
Janet Crain, RN, Wesley Nurse
Janet Crain, RN, is a Wesley Nurse
with Methodist Healthcare Ministries of
South Texas, Inc. Methodist Healthcare
Ministries’ Wesley Nurse program is a
faith-based, holistic health and wellness
program committed to serving the least
served through education, health
promotion and collaboration with
individual and community in achieving
improved wellness through selfempowerment. Learn more at
www.mhm.org.

UMW News
By: Janice Highsmith
UMW will meet August 1
at the home of Joan Lindeman
(758 CR 32, D’Hanis). Join the
carpool at the church at 9:00
a.m. for the trip to Joan’s house.
Martha Nell Allen will present
the program, “The Sacred Space
of Rest and Self-Care.” Joan will
present the 5-minute response.
This is the last call to get
birthday calendars that are for
sale by UMW members. Place
your orders by August 12. The
2019 calendar will be the 69th
issue! Don’t miss out on this
long-standing tradition in
Hondo! Listings are only 25
cents each and calendars are
only $4. That’s the best bargain
in town! Proceeds from the sale
of calendars are used to support
the Medina County Food Pantry,
Nutrition Center, Bluebonnet
Child Advocacy Center, H.A.N.K.
(Helping Abused and Neglected
Kids), Wesley Nurse, Friends
Academy, Boy Scouts,
Providence Place, and UMCOR.
Thank you for supporting the
birthday calendar fundraiser!
The World Thank Offering is
scheduled for the September 5
meeting. Finish filling your
boxes with coins for collection
in September.
Thank you for joining UMW
in mission to our community!

Finance Update
Regarding the addition and renovation project...
FUMC Hondo’s fundraising efforts to date have been fantastic! Ongoing pledges continue to come in
each week. The generosity of the congregation, along with support from the Methodist Foundation,
have made this project financially feasible. Currently, fund amounts totaling 89% of the total estimated
project costs have been received or pledged. That leaves 11% still to be raised or borrowed. FUMC has
received approval from Community National Bank for a loan of the unfunded amount, should there
continue to be an unfunded amount as we move forward with the project.
Summary
Total Funds Available as of 5/31/2018
Pledged funds expected
Total Expected Funding

$246,334.47
$25,900.00
$281,900.00

Project Cost
$306,149.54
(Expenses to date, contractor bid, & other expected additional items)
Unfunded Amount as of 6/26/2018

Groundbreaking!!!!
The groundbreaking ceremony was held on
July 8th! Everyone is excited to begin on our
Additions and Renovations Project. As of July
23, the contractor has removed the brick siding
from the former parsonage and removed plants
from the area between the two existing buildings.
Pictured here are: Pastor Lonnie Phillips;
Trustees chairman, Ted Lindeman; Finance
chairman, Kevin Frosch; Lay Leader, Tricia Boll;
Administrative Council chairman, Robert
Schmidt; and committee members, Greg Rothe,
Brenda Vavricek, Lorine Hackebeil, Jim Highsmith, Tad Wooten, Mike Weems, Bob Hart.

$33,149.54

Our Prayer Concerns
Ralene Bodovinitz
Sam Bybee
Sherian Calhoun
Carol Calkins
Sandy Clinton
Joe Cross
Deby Dycus
Linda Fillinger
Rick Franklin
Cashlin Gierisch
Steve Hackebeil
Tracy Halliburton
Alice Herrera
Faith Hope
T.J. Lackey
Patricia Long
Jody Lutz
Rosa Martinez
Denise Moon
Roberta Neumann
Quintanilla Family
Cody Smith
Curt Van DeWalle
Diane & Brian Zdeb
Mary Zdeb
In sympathy to James Peden &
Family on the death of his fatherin-law, Bill Whitley.
In sympathy to Dianne Brown on
the death of her husband, Rick.

Nursing Home Residents:
Bettie Cogburn
Bonnie Groff
Joe Kailipaka
Elsie Kotowski
EdWinnie McWhirter
Carolyn E. Muennink

Our Troops:

Erik Arias
William E. Bryant
Emerson Cooper
Joe Frank Garcia, III
Chauncy Krol
T. J. Littlefield
James McTaggart, III
Kevin Rothe
Bryan Thompson

In Memoriam...
The following memorials have
been received since our last
newsletter.
In Memory of:
Jane Martin
Ethel Martin
Ted & Joan Lindeman
Tad & Bette Wooten
Brenda & Jomel Prestage
Janice & Jim Highsmith
Greg & Cora Rothe
Florine Carman
Robert Peden
Mike & Betty Crowell
Tom & Jackie Stoner
Ken & Nola Hanson
Billy & Cheryl Stroud
Rick Brown
Angie Hawley
Ralph & Betty Gilliam
Joe & Chris Kailipaka
Ken & Nola Hanson
Brenda Vavricek
Robert Schmidt
Mildred Marie Goffinett
Florine Carman
Our condolences to the family on
the loss of their loved one.
A donation was also received in
honor of Sondra Burris from Dr.
Richard & Maryann Chaffin.
The Newsletter can be seen in full
COLOR online at
www.fumchondo.com

Worship Attendance

July 1
July 8
July 15
July 22

78
114
90
62

Financial Report
June 30, 2018

2018 Approved Budget:
$318,794.00
($26,566.17 monthly)
General Fund
Income:
Expense:
Balance:

$21,838.96
17,881.27
22,945.53
$ 16,774.70

Includes $20,943.81 from CD.

Building Fund
Income:
Expense:
Balance:

$262,223.53
21.48
3,687.58
$258,557.43

Building Fund Includes:
Maintenance
-1,104.71
New Fellowship Hall 36,885.97
Addition & Reno.
222,776.17

Memorial Fund
Income:
Expense:
Balance:

$35,530.20
8.76
0.00
$35,538.96

Includes $19,912.34 from CD.

Altar Fund
Income:
Expense:
Balance:

$453.86
.04
_50.00
$403.90

Scholarship Fund

$32,772.98

August Assistants

Liturgists
Aug. 5
Aug. 12
Aug. 19
Aug. 26

Joan Lindeman
Jeannie Hart
Fred Meyer
Tricia Boll

Finance Counters
Aug. 5
Eric Rothe
Aug. 12
Joan Lindeman
Aug. 19
TBD
Aug. 26
Linda Bohlen
Trustee Counters
Aug. 5
Robert Schmidt
Aug. 12
Will Dodson
Aug. 19
Greg Rothe
Aug. 26
Mike Weems

A Word From Our New DS, Andy Smith ~ The Mighty Ampersand
At our Rio Texas Annual Conference meeting in Corpus Christi in June, we
delegates were blessed to receive a copy of Bishop Robert Schnase’s brand new book
Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations: Revised and Updated. You may be thinking,
“I’ve read The Five Practices; it’s not new.”
While it is true that the five practices are the same as when the book was originally published in
2007 - Radical hospitality, Passionate worship, Intentional faith development, Risk-taking mission and
service, and Extravagant generosity - the book is radically different now.
The original Five Practices is full of good advice and ideas for attracting persons to our churches.
Bishop Schnase characterizes this approach as the attractional model of ministry – kind of like, “if we
build it, they will come.” But much of what has been written about church leadership in the past few
years is based upon more of a missional model that assumes that persons are more interested in being
part of a church that makes a difference in people’s lives.
In light of this shift, the theme of our annual conference was: from come and see to go and do:
Rethinking the FIVE PRACTICES.
In the new Five Practices book, Bishop Schnase acknowledges this vital shift, but he suggests that we
don’t have to choose one model over the other; that we need to be, in our churches, both attractional
and missional. The symbol for this both/and approach is the simple but mighty ampersand: &.
Bishop Schnase tells about a six-inch ceramic ampersand he received as a gift from a friend: “I keep
the ampersand in a visible place in my office to remind myself that … I can do things both this way and
that way. Working with missional assumptions and attractional assumptions is not an either/or choice.
Healthy, fruitful, growing congregations seek to do both with excellence.” (p.9)
I strongly encourage every congregation to get several copies of the new Five Practices, read it
together, & put it into “practice.”
I'm excited to be joining and leading the Hill Country District beginning in July.
Blessings & peace,
Andy Smith

Welcome !
Please welcome to our
church family, Marsha
Hoelting, who joined on July
22 . Marsha is the daughter of
Martha McTaggart. Also
pictured is Marsha’s daughter,
Brittany. We are so pleased to
have them as a part of our family.

Your kindness is greatly
appreciated.
Caring Committee,

Holy Baptism
Chloe Maria Lingo,
daughter of Sam and Julianna
Bohlen Lingo was baptized on
July 15 during the worship
service.

Thank you so much for helping with the meal after Rick’s
memorial service. It was so
nice to see members of my
Hondo church family, too.
Thanks again,
Dianne (Brown)

(830) 426-2073
www.fumchondo.com
fumchondo@sbcglobal.net

First United Methodist Church

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

2

9:30am UMW @ Joan
Lindeman’s home
6:00pm Choir

9:00am Walk Aerobics
10:00am Sit n Stretch

7

8

9

9:00am Walk Aerobics
10:00am Sit n Stretch
4:00pm Food Pantry
Board
6:00pm SPRC Meeting

6:00pm Choir Practice

9:00am Walk Aerobics
10:00am Sit n Stretch

14

15

16

9:00am Walk Aerobics
10:00am Sit n Stretch
5:30pm Girl Scouts in
Upper Room
6:00pm Nominations
Committee Meeting

4:00pm Chapel of
God’s Country
6:00pm Choir Practice

9:00am Walk Aerobics
10:00am Sit n Stretch

21

22

23

9:00am-3:00pm Wesley
Nurse Team Meeting
6:00pm Finance
Committee Meeting

6:00pm Choir Practice

9:00am Walk Aerobics
10:00am Sit n Stretch

28

29

30

9:00am Walk Aerobics
10:00am Sit n Stretch
5:30pm Girl Scouts in
Upper Room
6:00pm Nominations
Committee Meeting

9:00am Newsletter
Prep and Mailing
6:30pm Choir Practice

9:00am Walk Aerobics
10:00am Sit n Stretch

Almighty God, We give you our schools.
We give you all the teachers and staff who work there,
we give you all the children who study there. We pray our
schools would be places of great discovery, adventure and
creativity. May they be places where all love to learn and
learn to love, places where every one is respected
and all are deeply valued.
We ask all this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
6

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Communion
Service

12

13

8:30am Fellowship
6:00pm Board of
9:00am Sunday School
Trustees
10:00am Worship

19

20

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Worship

Thursday

1

Back to School Prayer

5

Wednesday

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Worship

27

D’Hanis ISD

Saturday

3

4

10

11

17

18

24

25

Hondo ISD

Newsletter deadline

26

Friday

First United Methodist Church
“Serving Him by serving others.”

(830) 426-2073
www.fumchondo.com
fumchondo@sbcglobal.net
The newsletter is available via email, please contact the church office.

Join us on Sunday
8:30 am - Fellowship Time
9:00 am - Adult Sunday School
10:00 am - Worship Service
NO Children’s Sunday School
for the summer.

Ministry Meetings

Important Dates

Aug. 1 - 9:30 am, UMW Meeting at Joan Lindeman’s
Aug. 1 - 6:00 pm, Choir Rehearsal
Aug. 7 - 6:00 pm SPRC Meeting
Aug. 13 - 6:00 pm, Board of Trustees Meeting
Aug. 14 - 6:00 pm, Nominations Committee Meeting
Aug. 16 - Hondo ISD Back to School
Aug. 21 - 9:00 am - 3:00 pm, Wesley Nurse Team Meeting
Aug. 27 - D’Hanis ISD Back to School
Aug. 21 - 6:00 pm, Finance Committee Meeting
Aug. 28 - 6:00 pm, Nominations Committee Meeting
Do all the good you can, By all the means you can,
In all the ways you can, In all the places you can,
At all the times you can, To all the people you can,
As long as ever you can.
John Wesley

UM Women
1st Wednesday - 9:30 am
Medina County Food Pantry
1st Tuesday - 4:00 pm
Walk Aerobics
Tuesdays & Thursdays - 9:00 am
Sit-n-Stretch
Tuesdays & Thursdays
10:00 am

Methodist Websites:
First United Methodist, Hondo
http://www.fumchondo.com/
Hill Country District UMC
http://hcdumc.org/
Rio Texas Conference
http://riotexas.org/
United Methodist Church
http://www.umc.org/

