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The Pastor’s Pen 
Rev. Dr. Lonnie Phillips 

 
“Thanksgiving Thoughts” 

For us deer hunters that season is now beginning. All the work 
of clearing a shooting lane, toting in sacks of corn, setting timers 
and replacing batteries is hopefully about to bring some results of 
food in the freezer. It seems as if every third or fourth truck on 
Highway 90 is pulling a trailer with an ATV (all terrain vehicle). 
Perhaps we will have some cooler days ahead so to more fully 
appreciate this fall Thanksgiving season. 

November is the month when we have two big events: 
Stewardship Sunday and a Thanksgiving meal. In recent years 
these have occurred on the same day but this year they will be held 
on separate Sundays. On November 11, we will receive our pledge/
financial commitment cards for 2019. This endeavor seeks to 
underwrite the missions and ministries of this church in its efforts 
to make new disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. I hope you will prayerfully consider increasing your pledge 
in support of some new efforts to reach outside our walls to further 
impact our community for Christ. Tricia Boll, our Lay Leader, is 
doing an excellent job of giving guidance to this effort in 
conjunction with other church leaders. Robert Schmidt, our Church 
Council Chair is also part of a group at envisioning and 
implementing new outreach practices.  

On Sunday, November 18 we will once again gather in worship 
and fellowship to celebrate in a Thanksgiving meal with other 
brothers and sisters in the family of faith. It will be a grand day 
with goodies brought from the many home kitchens of our church. 
There will be sign-up sheets to note your food offering in Sunday 
worship. 

I hope that as you and your family gather during this season of 
Thanksgiving, your prayers will include one for this great land of 
ours and it’s leaders. Perhaps it all begins with each one of us, as 
we seek to treat each other with respect and dignity. Thus we bear 
witness to what we value, because we know we are valued by what 
God has done for us in Jesus Christ! 
 
Blessings, 
Lonnie 

http://www.fumchondo.com


 

 

Health & Wellness 
Janet Crain, RN, Wesley Nurse 
 

It’s Your Life—Treat Your Diabetes Well! 
November is National 

Diabetes Month. There isn’t a 
cure yet for diabetes, but a 
healthy lifestyle can really 
reduce its impact on your life. 
What you do every day makes 
the difference: eating a healthy 
diet, being physically active, 
taking medicines if prescribed, 
and keeping health care 
appointments to stay on track.  
More than 30 million people in 
the United States have diabetes, 
but 1 out of 4 of them don’t 
know they have it. 

There are three main types 
of diabetes: type 1, type 2, and 
gestational diabetes (diabetes 
while pregnant, which can put 
the pregnancy and baby at risk 
and lead to type 2 diabetes 
later).  With type 1 diabetes, 
your body can’t make insulin (a 
hormone that acts like a key to 
let blood sugar into cells for use 
as energy), so you need to take 
it every day. Type 1 diabetes is 
less common than type 2 
diabetes; about 5% of the 
people who have diabetes have 
type 1. Currently, no one knows 
how to prevent type 1 diabetes.  
Most people with diabetes—9 
out of 10—have type 2 diabetes. 
With type 2 diabetes, your body 
doesn’t use insulin well and is 
unable to keep blood sugar at 
normal levels. If you have any of 
the risk factors below, ask your 
doctor if you should be tested 
for diabetes. The sooner you 
find out, the sooner you can 
start making healthy changes 
that will benefit you now and in 

the future.  Type 2 diabetes risk 
factors include: 
 Having prediabetes (blood 

sugar levels that are higher 
than normal but not high 
enough to be diagnosed as 
diabetes). 

 Being overweight. 
 Being 45 years or older. 
 Having a parent, brother, or 

sister with type 2 diabetes. 
 Being physically active less 

than 3 times a week. 
 Ever having gestational 

diabetes or giving birth to a 
baby who weighed more than 
9 pounds 

You can lower your risk for 
developing type 2 diabetes by 
losing a small amount of weight 
if you’re overweight and getting 
regular physical activity. A 
small amount of weight loss 
means around 5% to 7% of 
your body weight, just 10 to 14 
pounds for a 200-pound person. 
Regular physical activity means 
getting at least 150 minutes a 
week of brisk walking or a 
similar activity. That’s just 30 
minutes a day, five days a week. 

People with type 1 or type 
2 diabetes are at higher risk for 
serious health complications, 
including:  heart disease and 
stroke, blindness and eye 
problems, kidney disease, and 
amputations due to damage of 
blood vessels and nerves.  But 
controlling your blood sugar 
levels can help you avoid or 
delay these serious health 
complications, and treating 
complications as soon as 

possible can help prevent them 
from getting worse.  Living with 
diabetes has its ups and downs, 
but healthy lifestyle choices can 
give you more control over 
them. And more control means 
fewer health problems down 
the road and a better quality of 
life now. 

The information for this 
article was taken from the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention website:  https://
www.cdc.gov/features/
livingwithdiabetes/index.html   
For more information, pick up 
the handouts from the health 
information table, or see me in 
my office. 

 
Blessings!            
Janet Crain, RN, Wesley Nurse 

 
Janet Crain, RN, is a Wesley Nurse 

with Methodist Healthcare Ministries of 
South Texas, Inc. Methodist Healthcare 
Ministries’ Wesley Nurse program is a 
faith-based, holistic health and wellness 
program committed to serving the least 
served through education, health 
promotion and collaboration with 
individual and community in achieving 
improved wellness through self-
empowerment. Learn more at 
www.mhm.org. 

https://www.cdc.gov/features/livingwithdiabetes/index.htmlC:/Users/fumch/Documents/2018%20Circuit%20Rider
https://www.cdc.gov/features/livingwithdiabetes/index.htmlC:/Users/fumch/Documents/2018%20Circuit%20Rider
https://www.cdc.gov/features/livingwithdiabetes/index.htmlC:/Users/fumch/Documents/2018%20Circuit%20Rider


 

 

 The Revitalization 
Experiment 

Tricia Boll,  
Lay Leader 

 
The Revitalization 

Experiment that both Pastor 
Lonnie and I have written about 
in past newsletters has 
launched. 

We had our first 
teleconferenced meeting on 
October 3rd, along with Cedar 
Park, Medina Valley, and 
Bracketville United Methodist 
churches.  We are to dream 
about how we can take worship 
outside of our church during 
Advent. 

Our homework before the 
next meeting on October 31st is 
to prayer walk in our church, 
surrounding area, and/or areas 
we would like to reach out 
to.  (A few of us prayer walked 
the church on October 15 and 
17, with more walks planned). 

We will share ideas at the 
next meeting and come up with 
a plan of implementation.  The 
Conference will fund our 
project up to $500.00.  There 
will be another project during 
Lent that the Conference will 
fund to a lesser degree. 

For the Revitalization 
Experiment and for the future 
of our church, intense prayer is 
called for.  Would you all please 
pray for the individual lives of 
those in our congregation, for 
our church collectively, and for 
ourselves to be used together 
for unimagined new purposes 
on behalf of Christ?   

Let's ask God to break 
through anything that might 
hold us back, including resistant 
thinking and negative 

attitudes.  This will be our 
Breakthrough Prayer Initiative! 

Amen. 
 
God, we lift this to you with 

our prayers. Please do what we 
cannot do ourselves. Change 
what we cannot change 
ourselves, including you 
changing us--without limits. 
Work through us to accomplish 
Your will for this church. Amen.  
(Pick up a prayer card in the 
Narthex.) 
 

Thanksgiving Dinner 
We will have our annual 

Church Family Thanksgiving 
Dinner on Sunday, November 
18th. Let’s gather together to 
give thanks for all the blessings 
we have received.  

Sign-up sheets will be 
placed in the Narthex, please 
make plans to attend and sign 
up to bring food to share. 
 

The Children and Youth 
Christmas Play  

The annual Christmas play 
will be on Sunday, Dec. 16 
during the worship service. 
Practices will be held on Sunday 
mornings and Wednesday 
evenings starting Nov. 25. All of 
our children, from youngest 
through high school, are 
encouraged to participate. 
Please let Emily Duron know 
via phone, text,  (210-667-
3713), email (meduron 
@sbcglobal.net) or in person if 
your child or grandchild will be 
part of this, it will help greatly 
in the planning.  

 
 
 

A Prayerful Way Forward 
November 10, 2018 

10:30AM – Noon 
Kerrville: First UM Church 

321 Thompson Dr, Kerrville, TX 
Announcing a meeting for 

all interested United 
Methodists, lay and clergy. 

Join West and Hill Country 
District Superintendent Rev. 
Andy Smith, along with 
members of the Rio Texas 
delegation to the UMC General 
Conference, for a time of 
information and prayer 
regarding the upcoming 2019 
Special Session of General 
Conference (GC’19). 

The informational session is 
for listening, learning, and 
prayer. It is not intended to be a 
forum for debate, nor a rally for 
any position regarding the Way 
Forward and the church’s stance 
on human sexuality. 

Our Rio Texas delegation 
has just returned from the 
South Central Jurisdictional 
General Conference Delegate 
Gathering held at St. Luke’s 
UMC in Oklahoma City. They 
will share their insights on what 
to expect at the GC’19. 
Decisions made at GC’19 may 
have great impact on what the 
United Methodist Church looks 
like in the future. 

Together we will learn 
about the options for a Way 
Forward and the challenge that 
is always before us to increase 
the witness and ministry of the 
United Methodist Church. 

And, together we will pray, 
pray, pray for our churches, our 
communities, the Rio Texas 
Conference, the General 
Conference and delegates.  



 

 

Areas of Service!! 
Your help is needed in so 

many areas. Please contact the 
church office if you need more 
information or if you would be 
willing to serve in some 
capacity. 

 
Liturgists Needed (Scripture 
Readers for Worship)   

It is such a pleasure to work 
with the scripture reading 
volunteers (youth and adult) on 
Sunday mornings. However, 
our list has gotten rather short 
over the summer. If you would 
like to be a part of this, please 
let Sandy Robinson or the 
church office know. Most 
people will tell you it isn’t hard 
and is a pleasure to be a part of 
honoring God. Thanks for your 
consideration. Sandy Robinson, 
830.426-2902.  

 
Sound System Operators 

 Do you have an interest in 
learning how the sound system 
works? Do the problems we 
encounter occasionally drive 
you batty? We are in need of a 
couple of volunteers willing to 
learn how to operate the sound 
system.  Ted Lindeman will 
train all who are interested. 
Please contact the church office 
and we will let you know when 
training will be held. 

 
Children’s Sunday School  

We still need more 
volunteers to teach Sunday 
School to our children once a 
month. Lessons will be 
provided. Please prayerfully 
consider joining our children’s 
ministry. Contact the church 
office. 

 

 
College Addresses Needed  

Parents, please contact the 
church office. College Ministries 
needs to know where to send 
your student’s exam gift. Thank 
you. 

 
Office Volunteers Needed  

The secretary will be on 
vacation November 25-29. We 
are looking for volunteers from 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm those days 
to answer phones, check email, 
manage office traffic, mail 
birthday cards, fold bulletins 
and mail newsletters, etc. 
Thank you. Contact the church 
office. 

 
 
 

UMW News 
By: Janice Highsmith 

At the Hill Country 
District UMW 
meeting on 
September 15, the 
Hondo Unit received 
recognition as a Five-
Star Unit as well as an award 
called Mission Today.  The 
Hondo UMW contributed to 
candle burning in memory of 
Renie Schulte, Jane Martin and 
Martha McTaggert.  
Congratulations to the women 
of the Hondo UMW for earning 
these awards. 

Chris Kailipaka is the 
meeting hostess on November 
7 at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall.  The program is our 
pledge service, “Sacred Places 
with God and Neighbors,” 
presented by Betty Gilliam.  

Ruth Blanton is our 5-minute 
response reporter.    

Birthday calendars have 
arrived from the publisher and 
are in the process of delivery.  
Thank you to all of you who 
purchased a 2019 calendar.  As 
always, your generosity is 
deeply appreciated by more 
than UMW.  This fund-raiser 
allows the unit to reach out to 
groups in Hondo, Medina 
County and beyond through 
support given to entities that 
provide assistance to women, 
children, and youth.  

Thank you for joining UMW 
in mission to our community! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Food Pantry Drive  
 Sunday, Nov. 4 

Our Food Drive for the 
Medina County Food Pantry 
continues on Communion 
Sunday, November 4.  Let’s 
work to continue stuffing all 
three of our bins!  The donation 
bins will be in the narthex for 
your convenience.  Thank you 
all so much for your 
participation in this ministry!  
Thank you also to those who 
contribute financially allowing 
us to purchase goods to stock 
the shelves!  God bless you and 
your generosity! 



 

 

Our Prayer Concerns 
Ralene Bodovinitz 

Sondra Burris 
Sandy Clinton 
Betty Cogburn 

Joe Cross 
Deby Dycus 

Linda Fillinger 
Rick Franklin 
Ralph Gilliam 

Steve Hackebeil 
Tracy Halliburton  

Alice Herrera 
Dante Hoelting 

Faith Hope  
T.J. Lackey 

Patricia Long 
Jody Lutz 

Homer Martin 
Doug Nelson 

Christina Oranday 
Rudy Quintanilla 

Eric Rothe 
Shannon Savage 

Shauna Schoellman 
Cody Smith 

Shirley Stevens 
Curt Van DeWalle 

Jan Weems 
Kaylan Willman 

Diane & Brian Zdeb 
Mary Zdeb 

 
In sympathy to family and friends 
of Denise Moon, Walter McCay, . 

 

Nursing Home Residents: 
Bonnie Groff 
Joe Kailipaka 

Elsie Kotowski 
EdWinnie McWhirter 
Carolyn E. Muennink 

 

Our Troops: 
Erik Arias 

William E. Bryant 
Emerson Cooper  

Joe Frank Garcia, III 
Chauncy Krol 
T. J. Littlefield 

James McTaggart, III 
Kevin Rothe 

Bryan Thompson 

In Memoriam... 
The following memorials have 
been received since our last 
newsletter. 

Financial Report 
September 31, 2018 

 

2018 Approved Budget: 
$318,794.00  

($26,566.17 monthly) 

 
General Fund $17,828.29 
Income:   25,469.52  
Expense:    25,700.57 
Balance:   $ 17,597.24 
 
Includes $20,943.81 from CD. 

  
Building Fund $280,078.92 
Income: 221.44 
Expense:      28,460.33 
Balance:   $251,840.03 

 
Building Fund Includes: 
 Maintenance -689.60 
 New Fellowship Hall  30,485.97 
 Addition & Reno. 222,043.66 

 
Memorial Fund $16,776.57 
Income: 2,215.19 
Expense:              0.00 
Balance: $18,991.76 

 
Altar Fund $1,540.22 
Income:  100.14 
Expense:              0.00 
Balance:  $1,640.36 

 
Scholarship Fund $32,880.48 
 

In Memory of:  
Rick Brown 

Stella Rothe 
Tom & Marcy Rothe 

 
Our condolences to the family on 

the loss of their loved one.  

November Assistants 
Liturgists  
Nov. 4 Brenda Prestage 
Nov. 11 Louise Meyer 
Nov. 18 Youth 
Nov. 25 Chris Kailipaka 

 

Finance Counters   
Nov. 4 Louise Meyer 
Nov. 11 Kevin Frosch 
Nov. 18 Tad Wooten 
Nov. 25 Jan Weems  

 

Trustee Counters  
Nov. 4 Mike Weems 
Nov. 11 Lorine Hackebeil 
Nov. 18 Sandy Hutson 
Nov. 25 Greg Rothe 
 
Children’s Sunday School  
Nov. 4 Marcy Rothe 
Nov. 11 Emily Duron 
Nov. 18 Margie Strickler 
Nov. 25 Margie Strickler 
 
Children’s Sermon 
Nov. 4 Communion/None 
Nov. 11 Pastor Lonnie 
Nov. 18 Chris Kailipaka 
Nov. 25 Brenda Vavricek 
 
  

The Newsletter can be seen in full 
COLOR online at  

www.fumchondo.com 

Worship Attendance  
Sept. 30 91 
Oct. 7 81  
Oct. 14 82  
Oct. 21 86 
Oct. 28 82 



 

 

Construction Continues!!!! 
To the left is the 
view from the 
front of the 
former 
parsonage, you 
can see that the 
metal roofing is 
being installed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To the right you can see the back side of the 
project. Under the plastic you can see 
where the windows and door will be and 
the concrete coming out from the door 
where the ramp will be for handicapped 
access. 

 
 
 

Below are views inside the addition. The picture on the left is looking toward the former parsonage 
and the one on the right is looking toward the education building. The ductwork is being installed and it 
looks like the wiring has been put in. Progress, progress, progress!  



 

 



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 
9:00am-Backpack 

Ministry 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
6:30pm-Wolf Den 

Meeting 
 

2 
 

3 
 

 
 

4  All-Saints Sunday 
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Adult Sunday 

School 
10:00am-Communion 

Service 
10:30am-Children’s 

Sunday School 
2:00pm-Drama Club 

5 
 
9:00am-Friends 

Academy Event-Hall 
6:00pm-Bears Den 

Meeting 
 
 

6 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
4:00pm-Food Pantry 

Board Meeting 
5:30pm-Girl Scouts 
7:00pm-Boy Scouts 
 

7  
 

9:00am-UMW in 
the Fellowship 
Hall 
 

6:00pm-Choir Practice  
 
 
 
 
 

8 
 
9:00am-Backpack 

Ministry 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
6:30pm-Wolf Den 

Meeting 

9 
     
 

10 
 

11 Stewardship Sunday  
Please Bring your 

Pledge Card to Church 
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Adult Sunday 

School 
10:00am-Worship 

Service 
10:30am-Children’s 

Sunday School 
2:00pm-Drama Club 
 
 

12 
 
6:00pm-Bears Den 

Meeting-Hall 
6:00pm-Board of 

Trustees Meeting-
Choir Room 

 
 

13 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
6:00pm-Choir Practice 
7:00pm-Boy Scouts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 Newsletter Deadline 
 
Choir Practice moved to 

Tuesday! 

15 
 
9:00am-Backpack 

Ministry 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
6:30pm-Wolf Den 

Meeting 
 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 
88:30am-Fellowship 
10:00am-Worship 

Service 
 
 

19 
 
6:00pm-Bears Den 

Meeting 
 
 

20 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
 
5:30pm-Girl Scouts 
6:00pm-Choir Practice 
7:00pm-Boy Scouts 
 
Newsletter  deadline 

21 
 
4:00pm Chapel of 

God’s Country 
Choir Practice moved to 

Tuesday! 

22  
Offices Closed 

 
 

23 
 

24 

 
 

25 
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Adult Sunday 

School 
10:00am-Worship 

Service  
10:30am-Children’s 

Sunday School 
2:00pm-Drama Club 

26 
 

6:00pm-Bears Den 
Meeting 

27 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
9:30am-Revitalization 

Team Video 
Conference - Hall 

 
6:00pm-Choir Practice 
 

29 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
6:30pm-Wolf Den 

Meeting 
 
 

30  

First United Methodist Church (830) 426-2073 
          www.fumchondo.com 

fumchondo@sbcglobal.net 

Shannon - Out of Office 



 

 

 

 

Strategic Alliance & Homes for the Homeless 
 I hope everyone was able to see Roland and Carolyn Ashby talk about their wonder-

ful ministry on Sunday, October 21st. They were so pleased and humbled that so many 
of the congregation signed up to sponsor children in their Escuela Viva program. There 
were 12 children sponsored. I was so proud of how everyone stepped up.  

Now here is a challenge for you all. I am having a BLANKET & COAT drive for the 
folks in Reynosa. Please bring gently used or new items to church before NOVEMBER 
25TH. I will be taking all of the items to Roland on November 26th so I cannot accept anything after that 
time. (They pack the vans well before we leave on December 26th. ) 

If you want to go with me this year, there are applications in the church office. The mission trip is 
December 26-31st. I would love to have a team from Hondo FUMC go with me. You will not regret it, I 
promise.  

If you would like to sponsor one of the children in the Escuela Viva program, please go to the web-
site and follow the directions. www.strategicalliance.org under YOU CAN HELP, then click on Sponsor a 
Child.  

Please feel free to talk to me about any questions or concerns you may have.  
 

Thanks again for all of your support of this ministry.  
God Bless,  
Brenda Vavricek 

  



 

 

Ministry Meetings 
UM Women 

1st Wednesday - 9:30 am 
Medina County Food Pantry 

  1st Tuesday - 4:00 pm 
Walk Aerobics 

Tuesdays & Thursdays - 9:00 am 

 Join us on Sunday   
8:30 am - Fellowship Time 

9:00 am - Adult Sunday School 
10:00 am - Worship Service 

10:30 am - Children’s Sunday School  

Methodist Websites: 
First United Methodist, Hondo 

http://www.fumchondo.com/ 
Hill Country District UMC  

http://hcdumc.org/ 
Rio Texas Conference  

http://riotexas.org/ 
United Methodist Church  

http://www.umc.org/ 

                         Important Dates 
Nov. 4 - Daylight Savings Ends - Fall Back an hour 

Nov. 4 - 10:00 am, All-Saints Worship Service  
Nov. 4 - Food Drive Sunday 

Nov. 7 - 9:30 am, UMW Meeting in Fellowship Hall 
Nov. 11 - Stewardship Sunday - Bring your pledge cards to church 

Nov. 12 - 6:00 pm, Board of Trustees Meeting 
Nov. 18 - Thanksgiving Meal 
Nov. 22 - Thanksgiving Day 

Nov. 25-29 - Secretary out of office 

The newsletter is available via email, please contact the church office.  

First United Methodist Church 
“Serving Him by serving others.” 

(830) 426-2073          www.fumchondo.com 
fumchondo@sbcglobal.net 

Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, In all the ways you can, In all the places you 
can, At all the times you can, To all the people you can, As long as ever you can.     John Wesley 

Daylight Savings Ends Sunday, Nov. 4! 

 


