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The Pastor’s Pen 
Rev. Dr. Lonnie Phillips 

 
“Ready or Not...” 

Well, Iȭve gone and done it! Buying the first Christmas present 
before Thanksgiving. Not so proud of that, but done, none the less. 
Getting ready for whatȭs to come. Itȭs as simple as that! With 
Thanksgiving Day in the rearview mirror, itȭs Christmas that looms 
up ahead larger than our windshield. Newspaper ads and TV 
commercials flood our senses. That is not even to mention the local 
big box store placing aisles of Christmas goodies in front of one 
entering as if they are a gauntlet to be mastered before proceeding 
further.  No doubt you and I will find our way to that closet or attic 
where all the Christmas decorations are stored. In the Phillipsȭ 
household, we put up a 7 foot tall tree that is easily a weary 10-12 
years old.  (Oh, well. I personally miss the smell of a real tree.) All of 
this is about getting ready. 

My friends, the season of Advent is also about getting ready for 
the coming of the Savior. You will note that the church sanctuary 
will soon acquire additional decorations,  including an Advent 
wreath with candles signifying the four Sundays of the season with 
the general themes of hope, peace, joy and love. In this season of 
waiting and preparation for the celebrated birth of our Messiah we 
are given opportunities to spiritually assess our readiness to 
receive this blessed gift from God. Might it mean some reshuffling 
of priorities or even trashing of some tired, outdated and unhelpful 
habits? I pray that our worship and acts of service this season will 
bear witness to more of Jesus Christ being received into our lives. 

Please take note that opportunities abound for worship and 
service. Already Christmas shoe boxes have been assembled and 
sent. Soon Angel Tree will provide opportunities to serve children 
who have a parent in prison. The childrenȭs Christmas program will 
be December 16 during worship. Our time to ring the bells for the 
Christmas kettle for Salvation Army which benefits local residents 
is Friday, December 21 and Saturday, December 22. Finally our 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service is at 6:00 pm. Have a joyous and 
blessed Christmas.  
 
Blessings, 
Lonnie 

Salvation Army Bell Ringers Needed 
December 21 & December 22 

Wal-Mart of Hondo 
Sign up in the foyer at church for a time slot or 

call the church office. 
All money raised is used locally. 

http://www.fumchondo.com


 

 

Health & Wellness 
*ÁÎÅÔ #ÒÁÉÎȟ 2.ȟ 7ÅÓÌÅÙ .ÕÒÓÅ 
 

Winter Wellness--8 Ways to Fight Colds and Flu! 

Cough, sniffle, aaachoo! 
Cold and flu germs have some 
crafty ways of getting around!  
Often these viral villains take to 
the air. They spread by airborne 
droplets when someone coughs, 
sneezes or even talks. They can 
also land on surfaces — and 
hitch a ride when you touch 
them with your hands.  

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, a yearly flu vaccine 
for everyone 6 months and 
older is the single best way to 
avoid getting influenza. But 
thereȭs more you can do. These 
stay-well strategies can help 
keep you and your family from 
getting — or passing along — a 
cold or flu bug: 
1. Hit the sink. Be sure to wash 

your hands regularly to 
remove any germs. A good, 
thorough scrubbing is key. 
That means for at least 20 
seconds with soap and 
warm water. 

2. Have sanitizer at the ready. 
Soap and water arenȭt 
always available. So keep 
hand sanitizer in your car, 

your bag or tote, and your 
workspace too. Look for 
products that contain at 
least 60 percent alcohol. 

3. Be hands-off! Try to limit 
how much you touch your 
face. Germs can enter your 
body through your eyes, 
nose or mouth. 

4. Cover that cough. Make it a 
habit to cough or sneeze 
into a tissue or the crook of 
your elbow. Teach kids this 
trick too.  

5. Keep your distance. As much 
as possible, try to avoid 
close contact with anyone 
whoȭs ill. If you do get sick, 
stay home until youȭre 
better. 

6. Wipe ȭem out. Regularly 
clean surfaces you touch 
often — such as keyboards, 
phones, remote controls, 
door handles and 
countertops. Use soapy 
water and a household 
disinfectant.  

7. Share not. Remind your 
family not to share items 
such as cups, silverware or 
toothbrushes. 

8. Build a strong defense. 
When you take care of 
yourself, you help your body 
fight off illness. So be sure to 
get plenty of sleep. Choose 
healthy foods — and get 
regular exercise (talk to 
your health care provider 
before beginning a new 
exercise routine). 

 

 
 
 
 
 

A little extra effort on your 
part can greatly diminish your 
risks of getting the flu this 
winter. 

The information for this 
article was taken from the 
UnitedHealthCare website:  
https://www.uhctools.com/
t4w_winter-cold-flu   For more 
information, pick up the 
handouts from the health 
information table, or see me in 
my office. 

Blessings,  
Janet Crain  
 
*ÁÎÅÔ #ÒÁÉÎȟ 2.ȟ ÉÓ Á 7ÅÓÌÅÙ .ÕÒÓÅ 

×ÉÔÈ -ÅÔÈÏÄÉÓÔ (ÅÁÌÔÈÃÁÒÅ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ 
3ÏÕÔÈ 4ÅØÁÓȟ )ÎÃȢ -ÅÔÈÏÄÉÓÔ (ÅÁÌÔÈÃÁÒÅ 
-ÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓȭ 7ÅÓÌÅÙ .ÕÒÓÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÉÓ Á 
ÆÁÉÔÈ-ÂÁÓÅÄȟ ÈÏÌÉÓÔÉÃ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÁÎÄ ×ÅÌÌÎÅÓÓ 
ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÓÔ 
ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ 
ÐÒÏÍÏÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÌÌÁÂÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ 
ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÉÎ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÉÎÇ 
ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅÄ ×ÅÌÌÎÅÓÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÓÅÌÆ-
ÅÍÐÏ×ÅÒÍÅÎÔȢ ,ÅÁÒÎ ÍÏÒÅ ÁÔ 
×××ȢÍÈÍȢÏÒÇȢ 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

The Children and Youth 
Christmas Play  

Join us on Sunday,  
December 16 at the 10:00 am 
Worship Service. For the 
Childrenȭs Christmas play. This 
year we will tell the Christmas 
Story while you view live 
snapshots of our children. Donȭt 
miss the cutest angels, 
shepherds, wisemen, Mary, 
Joseph, Jesus and barn animals 
in town. You will be 
entertained with lots of singing 
while we celebrate the birth of 
Jesus. 

UMW News 
By: Janice Highsmith 

The annual UMW 
Christmas Luncheon 
will be held in the 
Fellowship Hall on December 5 
at 11:00 a.m.  Everyone is 
asked to bring a favorite side 
dish or dessert to go with the 
ham that will be provided.  
Women of the church are 
invited to join this time of 
fellowship, food, and friendship 
(fun, too!).  Please come and 
bring a friend as we celebrate 
and welcome the Christmas 
season!       

The Sock Tree will be set up 
to receive donations of socks to 
be distributed through the 
Food Pantry.  We are also 
collecting can goods to donate 
to the Food Pantry.  

Thank you for joining UMW 
in mission to our community! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Food Pantry Drive  
 Sunday, Dec. 2 

Our Food Drive for the 
Medina County Food Pantry 
continues on Communion 
Sunday, December 2.  The 
shelves at the Food Pantry 
were quite bare on November 5 
when our contributions were 
delivered last.  It is quite sad to 
see very little food available to 
help the hungry in our county.  
Please remember to bring cans 
of food to fill our bins.  The 
donation bins will be in the 
narthex for your convenience.  
Thank you all so much for your 
participation in this ministry!  

Thank you 
also to those 
who 
contribute 
financially 
allowing us to 
purchase 

goods to stock the shelves!  God 
bless you and your generosity! 

 
 

Time to Order your Poinsettias! 
Poinsettias will decorate the Sanctuary for our Christmas Service and can be placed in  
memory or in honor of a loved one. They are $13.00 each. Please place your  
order by December 17 and your dedication will be listed in the Christmas bulletin. 
 

I would like to order (#) _______ poinsettias X $13.00 = _______________  
(check or cash enclosed). 
 

Dedication:  __In Honor __ In Memory of ________________________________________   

  __In Honor __ In Memory of ________________________________________  

  __In Honor __ In Memory of ________________________________________  

 Other:  _________________________________________________________ 
 

By: _______________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Our Prayer Concerns 
Ralene Bodovinitz 

Sandy Clinton 
Joe Cross 

Deby Dycus 
Linda Fillinger 
Rick Franklin 

Larry Goodman 
Ralph Gilliam 

Steve Hackebeil 
Tracy Halliburton  

Alice Herrera 
Dante Hoelting 

Faith Hope  
T.J. Lackey 

Patricia Long 
Jody Lutz 

Homer Martin 
Doug Nelson 

Christina Oranday 
Rudy Quintanilla 

Eric Rothe 
J. D. Schmidt 
Cody Smith 

Shirley Stevens 
Curt Van DeWalle 

Jan Weems 
Kaylan Willman 

Diane & Brian Zdeb 
Mary Zdeb 

In sympathy to family and friends 
of Elsie Kotowski, EdWinnie 
McWhirter, and Butch Woolls. 

 

Nursing Home Residents: 
Bettie Cogburn 
Bonnie Groff 
Joe Kailipaka 

Carolyn E. Muennink 

 

Our Troops: 
Erik Arias 

William E. Bryant 
Emerson Cooper  

Joe Frank Garcia, III 
Chauncy Krol 
T. J. Littlefield 

James McTaggart, III 
Kevin Rothe 

Bryan Thompson 

In Memoriam... 
The following memorials have 
been received since our last 
newsletter. 

In Memory of:  
 

Elsie Kotowski 
Imogene Meyers 

Kenneth Grell 
Sally & Garland Bader 
Ralph & Betty Gilliam 

Helen Boehme 
Georgia Ann Pope 

M&M Harry Moore 
Brenda Vavricek 

 
EdWinnie McWhirter 

Helen Boehme 
Alan & Linda Bohlen 

Tom & Lee Taylor 
Tom & Marcy Rothe 
Greg & Cora Rothe 

Ralph & Betty Gilliam 
Robert & Mary Ward 

Brenda Vavricek 
 

Carol Calkins 
Brenda Vavricek 

 
Clayton ȬButchȭ Woolls 

Brenda Vavricek 
 

Our condolences to the family on 
the loss of their loved one.  

 
 

December Assistants 
Liturgists  
Dec. 2 Janice Highsmith 
Dec. 9 Jeanne Hart 
Dec. 16 Childrenȭs Program 
Dec. 23 Brian Randolph 
Dec. 24 Sandy Robinson 
Dec. 30 Edmund Strickler 

 

Finance Counters   
Dec. 2 Sondra Burris 
Dec. 9 Linda Bohlen 
Dec. 16 Kevin Frosch 
Dec. 23 Tad Wooten 
Dec. 30 Edmund Strickler 

 

Trustee Counters  
Dec. 2 Brenda Prestage 
Dec. 9 Sandy Hutson 
Dec. 16 Greg Rothe 
Dec. 23 Ted Lindeman 
Dec. 30 Robert Schmidt 
 
Childrenȭs Sunday School  
Dec. 2 Emily Duron 
Dec. 9 Marcy Rothe 
Dec. 16 Childrenȭs Program 
Dec. 23 Margie Strickler 
Dec. 30 Margie Strickler 
 
Childrenȭs Sermon 
Dec. 2 None 
Dec. 9 Pastor Lonnie 
Dec. 16 Childrenȭs Program 
Dec. 23 Linda Bohlen 
Dec. 30 Pastor Lonnie 
 
  

4ÈÅ .Å×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÓÅÅÎ ÉÎ ÆÕÌÌ 
#/,/2 ÏÎÌÉÎÅ ÁÔ  

×××ȢÆÕÍÃÈÏÎÄÏȢÃÏÍ 

Worship Attendance  
Nov. 4 108 
Nov. 11 81 
Nov. 18 118 
Nov. 25  
 



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
 

 
 

2  
1st Sunday of Advent 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Adult Sunday 
School 

10:00am-Communion 
Service 

10:30am-Childrenôs 
Sunday School 

11:00am-FA Fundraiser 
2:00pm-Charge 
Conference 

3 
 
6:00pm-Bears Den 
Meeting 

 
 

4 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
4:00pm-Food Pantry 
Board Meeting 

5:30pm-Girl Scouts 
7:00pm-Boy Scouts 
 

5  
 

11:00am-UMW 
Lunch in the 
Fellowship Hall 
 

6:00pm-Choir Practice  
 
 
 
 
 

6 
 
9:00am-Backpack 
Ministry 

9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
6:30pm-Wolf Den 
Meeting 

7 
     
 

8 
 

9   
2nd Sunday of Advent 
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Adult Sunday 
School 

10:00am-Worship 
Service 

10:30am-Childrenôs 
Sunday School 

2:00pm-Drama Club 
 
 

10 
 
6:00pm-Bears Den 
Meeting-Hall 

6:00pm-Board of 
Trustees Meeting-
Choir Room 

 
 

11 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
7:00pm-Boy Scouts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12  
 
6:00pm-Choir Practice 

13 
 
9:00am-Backpack 
Ministry 

9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
6:30pm-Wolf Den 
Meeting 

 
 

14 
 
11:00am-Garden Club 
Christmas Party/
Meeting-Hall 

 

15 
 

16 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
10:00am-Worship 
Service/Childrenôs 
Program 

 
 

17 
 
6:00pm-Bears Den 
Meeting 

 
 

18 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
5:30pm-Girl Scouts 
7:00pm-Boy Scouts 
 
 

19  
Newsletter Deadline 

 
4:00pm Chapel of 
Godôs Country 

6:00pm-Choir Practice 
6:30pm-Friends 
Academy Program 

20 
 

9:00am-Backpack 
Ministry 

9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
6:30pm-Wolf Den 
Meeting 

 
 

21 
 
10:00am-6:00pm 
Salvation Army Bell 
Ringing at WalMart 

22 
 
10:00am-6:00pm 
Salvation Army Bell 
Ringing at WalMart 

23 
4th Sunday of Advent 
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Adult Sunday 
School 

10:00am-Worship 
Service  

10:30am-Childrenôs 
Sunday School 

24 
Christmas Eve 
Office Closed 

6:00pm-Christmas Eve 
Service 

25 
Christmas Day 
Office Closed 

 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
9:00am-Newsletter Prep 
& Mail 

6:00pm-Choir Practice 
 

27 
 
 
 

28 29 

30 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Adult S. School 
10:00am-Worship Svc.  
10:30am-Childrenôs S. 
School 

31 
Office Closed 

1  
New Yearõs Day 

Office Closed 

2 3 4 
Office Open 

5 

First United Methodist Church (830) 426-2073 
          www.fumchondo.com 

fumchondo@sbcglobal.net 

Christmas in Godôs Country 



 

 

Ministry Meetings 
UM Women 

1st Wednesday - 9:30 am 
Medina County Food Pantry 

  1st Tuesday - 4:00 pm 
Walk Aerobics 

Tuesdays & Thursdays - 9:00 am 

 Join us on Sunday   
8:30 am - Fellowship Time 

9:00 am - Adult Sunday School 
10:00 am - Worship Service 

10:30 am - Childrenȭs Sunday School  

Methodist Websites: 
First United Methodist, Hondo 

http://www.fumchondo.com/ 
Hill Country District UMC  

http://hcdumc.org/ 
Rio Texas Conference  

http://riotexas.org/ 
United Methodist Church  

http://www.umc.org/ 

Important Dates 
Dec. 2 - 2:00 pm, Charge Conference 

Dec. 5 - 11:00 am, UMW in the Fellowship Hall 
Dec. 16 - Childrenôs Christmas Program  

Dec. 17 - Poinsettia Order Deadline 
Dec. 19 - 6:30 pm, Friends Academy Program 

Dec. 21 & 22 - 10:00 am to 6:00 pm, Salvation Army Bell Ringing 
Dec. 24 - 6:00 pm, Christmas Worship Service 

Dec. 24 & 25 - Offices Closed 
Dec. 31 & Jan. 1 - Offices Closed 

Jan. 4 - Church Office Open 

First United Methodist Church 
ñServing Him by serving others.ò 

(830) 426-2073          www.fumchondo.com 
fumchondo@sbcglobal.net 

Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, In all the ways you can, In all the places you 
can, At all the times you can, To all the people you can, As long as ever you can.     John Wesley 

 


