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Rev. Dr. Lonnie Phillips

"Kea@ or Not..."

Well, Ive gone and done it! Buying the first Christmas present
before Thanksgiving. Not so proud of that, but done, none the less.
Getting ready for whatG to come. It& as simple as that! With
Thanksgiving Day in the rearview mirror, itG Christmas that looms
up ahead larger than our windshield. Newspaper ads and TV
commercials flood our senses. That is not even to mention the local
big box store placing aisles of Christmas goodies in front of one
entering as if they are a gauntlet to be mastered before proceeding
further. No doubt you and I will find our way to that closet or attic
where all the Christmas decorations are stored. In the Phillips
household, we put up a 7 foot tall tree that is easily a weary 10-12
years old. (Oh, well. I personally miss the smell of a real tree.) All of
this is about getting ready.

My friends, the season of Advent is also about getting ready for
the coming of the Savior. You will note that the church sanctuary
will soon acquire additional decorations, including an Advent
wreath with candles signifying the four Sundays of the season with
the general themes of hope, peace, joy and love. In this season of
waiting and preparation for the celebrated birth of our Messiah we
are given opportunities to spiritually assess our readiness to
receive this blessed gift from God. Might it mean some reshuffling
of priorities or even trashing of some tired, outdated and unhelpful
habits? I pray that our worship and acts of service this season will
bear witness to more of Jesus Christ being received into our lives.

Please take note that opportunities abound for worship and
service. Already Christmas shoe boxes have been assembled and
sent. Soon Angel Tree will provide opportunities to serve children
who have a parent in prison. The children Christmas program will
be December 16 during worship. Our time to ring the bells for the
Christmas kettle for Salvation Army which benefits local residents
is Friday, December 21 and Saturday, December 22. Finally our
¢hillstmas Eve Candlelight Service is at 6:00 pm. Have a joyous and
blessed Christmas.

Blessings,
Lonnie

Salvation Flrmy Bell’ ﬂi@m Needed

December 21 & December 22
Wal-Mart of Hondo
Sign up in the foyer at church for a time slot or
call the church office.
All money raised is used locally.
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Health & Wellness
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Winter Wellress--8 ’}Uayy fo ‘Fijﬁf Colds ond Flu!

Cough, sniffle, aaachoo!

Cold and flu germs have some

crafty ways of getting around!

Often these viral villains take to

the air. They spread by airborne 3.
droplets when someone coughs,
sneezes or even talks. They can

also land on surfaces — and

hitch a ride when you touch

them with your hands. 4.

your bag or tote, and your
workspace too. Look for
products that contain at
least 60 percent alcohol.

Be hands-off! Try to limit
how much you touch your
face. Germs can enter your
body through your eyes,
nose or mouth.

Cover that cough. Make it a
habit to cough or sneeze
into a tissue or the crook of
your elbow. Teach kids this
trick too.

as possible, try to avoid
close contact with anyone
who@ ill. If you do get sick,
stay home until youde
better.
6. Wipe @m out. Regularly
clean surfaces you touch
often — such as keyboards,
phones, remote controls,
door handles and
countertops. Use soapy
water and a household
disinfectant.
Share not. Remind your
family not to share items
such as cups, silverware or
toothbrushes.
Build a strong defense.
When you take care of

According to the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention, a yearly flu vaccine
for everyone 6 months and
older is the single best way to
avoid getting influenza. But
there& more you can do. These
stay-well strategies can help 7.
keep you and your family from
getting — or passing along — a
cold or flu bug:

1. Hit the sink. Be sure to wash 8.
your hands regularly to
remove any germs. A good,
thorough scrubbing is key.
That means for at least 20
seconds with soap and
warm water.

2. Have sanitizer at the ready.
Soap and water arend
always available. So keep
hand sanitizer in your car,

get plenty of sleep. Choose
healthy foods — and get
regular exercise (talk to
your health care provider
before beginning a new
exercise routine).

5. Keep your distance. As much

yourself, you help your body
fight off illness. So be sure to

A little extra effort on your
part can greatly diminish your
risks of getting the flu this
winter.

The information for this
article was taken from the
UnitedHealthCare website:
https://www.uhctools.com/
t4w_winter-cold-flu For more
information, pick up the
handouts from the health
information table, or see me in
my office.

Blessings,

Janet Crain

*ATAO #OAETh 2.h
xEOE - AOEI AEOO (AAl O
31 OO0E 4A@AOh )1 A8 - A
- E1T EOIOROEAND . ODOOA poOi
AARBGOAAR Ei 1 EOOEA

PDOT COAI ATi 1 EOGOAA Oi
OAOOAA OEOTI OCE AAOAA
POTTTO6ETT AT A Aii1AA]
ET AEOEADOAT AT A Aiii Of
Ei DOi OAA xAi 1 1A00 OE«

Ai i xAOi Al 08
xxx81 EI 81 OC8

N

'3 r. ﬂ 1" e o 'I':‘f _’l—'

™ HIH -l
*.NO ROOM IN THE INN..J we: 21



z A\
=2 ("=

I

The Children and Youth
Christmas ?’écy

Join us on Sunday,
December 16 at the 10:00 am
Worship Service. For the
Children& Christmas play. This
year we will tell the Christmas
Story while you view live
snapshots of our children. Dond
miss the cutest angels,
shepherds, wisemen, Mary,
Joseph, Jesus and barn animals
in town. You will be
entertained with lots of singing
while we celebrate the birth of
Jesus.

UMW News

By: Janice Highsmith

The annual UMW
Christmas Luncheon
will be held in the
Fellowship Hall on December 5
at 11:00 a.m. Everyone is
asked to bring a favorite side
dish or dessert to go with the
ham that will be provided.
Women of the church are
invited to join this time of
fellowship, food, and friendship
(fun, too!). Please come and
bring a friend as we celebrate
and welcome the Christmas
season!

The Sock Tree will be set up
to receive donations of socks to
be distributed through the
Food Pantry. We are also
collecting can goods to donate
to the Food Pantry.

Thank you for joining UMW
in mission to our community!

Food ?an@ Drive
\S'uméiy, Dec. 2

Our Food Drive for the
Medina County Food Pantry
continues on Communion
Sunday, December 2. The
shelves at the Food Pantry
were quite bare on November 5
when our contributions were
delivered last. It is quite sad to
see very little food available to
help the hungry in our county.
Please remember to bring cans
of food to fill our bins. The
donation bins will be in the
narthex for your convenience.
Thank you all so much for your
participation in this ministry!
Thank you
also to those
who
contribute
financially
allowing us to
purchase
goods to stock the shelves! God
bless you and your generosity!

Time to Order your Poinsettins!

Poinsettias will decorate the

memory or in honor of a | oved

order by December 17 and your

Il would |ike to order (#) _ _ _ _

(check or cash enclosed).

Dedicatilom:Honor _ I n Memory
I n Honor __ I n Memory
I n Honor _ _ I n Memory

Sanctuary

one. They ar_g
dedication wil |
___ poinsettialyg
of _ ]
of _ __ ________1
of




Our ?r@er Concerns

Ralene Bodovinitz

Sandy Clinton been received since our last Dec. 2 Janice Highsmith
Joe Cross newsletter. Dec.9 Jeanne Hart
Deby Dycus Dec. 16 Children® Program
Linda Fillinger y I n Me mor vy of : Dec. 23 Brian Randolph
Rick Franklin & Dec. 24 Sandy Robinson
Larry Goodman /?‘}’ . Elsi e Kot owsKk Dec30 Edmui,ld Strickler
Ralph Gilliam , fﬁi Imogene Meyers _
Steve Hac}(ebell \% Kenneth Grell Finance Counters
Trzcﬁlcle&ﬁéﬁgzon 2 Sally & Garland Bader Dec. 2 Sondra Burris
. Ralph & Betty Gilliam Dec.9 L1nda Bohlen
Dante Hoelting Dec. 16 Kevin Frosch
Faith Hope Helen Boehme '
T.J. Lackey Georgia Ann Pope Dec. 23 Tad Woo'Fen
Patricia Long M&M Harry Moore Dec. 30 Edmund Strickler
HJOdyﬁltft' Brenda Vavricek Trustee Counters
omer artin Dec. 2 B daP t
ChD'OEg Nglsog EdWi nni e Mc Whi r]jggegr giﬂd?, Hrliss(?fe
ristina Oranday
Rudy Quintanill lan & Linda Boken bec 25  Ted Lindom:
Fric Rothe Dec. 23 Ted Llndeme.m
J. D. Schmidt Tom & Lee Taylor Dec. 30 Robert Schmidt
Cody Smith Tom & Marcy Rothe )
Shirley Stevens Greg & Cora Rothe Chil &reSmnday Sch
Curt Van DeWalle Ralph & Betty Gilliam Dec. 2 Emily Duron
Jan We@ms Robert & Mary Ward Dec. 9 Marcy Rothe
Kaylan Willman Brenda Vavricek Dec.16 Children& Program
Dlan&icr}]?gggbZdeb Dec. 23 Margie Strickler
C I i i i
Il n sympathy to f amlg%d %vrl af k| enchC 30 Margie Strickler
of El sie Kotowski, d i , -
Mc Whirter, and Butch_. Wo Is. Chil @r &mer mon
Cl ay tBaurt 0Wo o l'| s  Dec2 None
. - Brenda Vavricek Dec. 9 Pastor Lonnie
Nm'my ;,Llome Residents Dec.16 Children& Program
B]Sttle Cocz‘}%bufrtfl Our condolences to the family on Dec. 23 Linda Bohlen
Jooenlrgeilipr;ka the loss of their loved one. Dec. 30 Pastor Lonnie
Carolyn E. Muennink
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Emerson Cooper
Joe Frank Garcia, 111
Chauncy Krol
T. J. Littlefield
James McTaggart, 111
Kevin Rothe
Bryan Thompson

I Memoriam..,

The following memorials have |

December Assistants

Liturgists

’}f/mﬁip Aftendance

Nov. 4 108
Nov. 11 81
Nov. 18 118

Nov. 25

N~y
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First United Methodist Church
1006 16th Street, Hondo, Texas

78861
Sunday Monday)y TuesdayWednesdalyhur sdlayFri daly Satur day
1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1st Sunday of Advet
8:30antellowship 6:00pnBears Den 9:00arWalk Aerobics 11:00arMW | 9:00anBackpack
9:00arAdult Sunday| Meeting 4:00pntood Pantry Lunch in the Ministry

School Board Meeting Fellowship Hall | 9:00arWalk Aerobics
10:00ar€ommunion 5:30pnrGirl Scouts 6:30prWolf Den

Service 7:00pnBoy Scouts 6:00pnChoir Practicq Meeting
10:30arC hi | dr

Sunday School
11:00anFA Fundrais¢
2:00pnCharge b d y

Conference
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
2nd Sunday of Advept

6:00pnBears Den 9:00anWalk Aerobics| 6:00pnChoir Practicg 9:00arBackpack 11:00arBarden Club

8:30antellowship Meetingall 7:00pnBoy Scouts Ministry Christmas Party/
9:00arAdult Sunday| 6:00prBoard of 9:00anWalk Aerobic{ Meetingdall

School Trustees Meeting 6:30prWolf Den
10:00arWorship Choir Room Meeting

Service
10:30arC hi | drlend s

Sunday School
2:00pnbrama Club
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
3rd Sunday of Advent Newsletter Deadling

6:00pnBears Den 9:00arWalk Aerobics 9:00anBackpack 10:00ar6:00pm 10:00ar6:00pm

8:30antellowship Meeting 5:30pnGirl Scouts 4:00pm Chapel of Ministry Salvation Army Bell|l Salvation Army Bell
10:00arRWorship 7:00pnBoy Scouts Godos Co u|®:00amValk Aerobicd Ringing at WalMart| Ringing at WalMajt

Service/ dhil drends 6:00prChoir Practice 6:30prwWolf Den

Program 6:30pntriends Meeting

G Academy Program
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
4th Sunday of Advernjt ~ Christmas Eve Christmas Day
Office Closed Office Closed 9:00aniNewsletter Prép

8:30antellowship 600mChristmas Ev{ & Mail
9:00arAdult Sunday icq 6:00pnChoir Practicg

School ‘*
10:00arRWorship ‘ The gift

Service of hope
10:30arC hi | dr

Sunday School
30 2 3 4 5
8:30antellowship Office Closed New Yearps Day Office Open
9:00arAdult S. Schopl Office Closed F
10:00arWorship Svc
10:30ar€ hi | drlends S.

School
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Join us on J'mw@f

8:30 am - Fellowship Time
9:00 am - Adult Sunday School
10:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Children& Sunday School

-3

www.fumchondo.com

CHRISTMAS IS THE CELEBRATION OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS, THE SAVIOUR OF MANKIND

Important Dates

Dec. 2 - 2:00 pm, Charge Conference
Dec. 5 - 11:00 am, UMW in the Fellowship Hall
Dec. 16 - Children® Christmas Program
Dec. 17 - Poinsettia Order Deadline
Dec. 19 - 6:30 pm, Friends Academy Program
Dec. 21 & 22 - 10:00 am to 6:00 pm, Salvation Army Bell Ringing
Dec. 24 - 6:00 pm, Christmas Worship Service

Dec. 24 & 25 - Offices Closed

Dec. 31 & Jan. 1 - Offices Closed
Jan. 4 - Church Office Open

ot her s.

Ministry Meetings
UM Wo men
1st Wednesday - 9:30 am
Medi na County Fo
1st Tuesday - 4:00 pm

Wal k Aerobics
Tuesdays & Thursdays - 9:00 am
Methodist Websites:
First United Met|

http://www.fumchondo.com/

Hi | | Country Di
http://hcdumc.org/
Ri o Texas
http://riotexas.org/

United Methodi s
http://www.umc.org/
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