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“Farewell, My Friends”
Well, it’s finally here, my last monthly newsletter. I begin with
the great news that we have received the ever desired “Certificate
of Occupancy.” The Trustees are coordinating the moves of the
Seeker Sunday School class, pastor, office manager, Wesley Nurse
and history room. It’s an exciting time as we soon enter the
Pentecost Season and the continuing movement of the Spirit in our
midst. I’m not sure at this point if there will be an official
consecration of the new facilities.
The next few weeks are full of final things. My final communion
service will be June 2nd. Some of my favorite singers, Phil and
Debbie Jones, will be joining us that Sunday. The following Sunday
is Pentecost, June 9th. June 16th is Father’s Day and my final
Sunday here.
My office is fully packed up with the exception of two small
boxes. If I’m not here some days then more than likely I’m painting
the rooms in our home in Kerrville.
The Missions Committee is preparing to serve a meal for 400
students and adults of the MPACT on Tuesday, June 11th. If you are
interested in helping, please call Brandi Redden.
On a personal note, it has been a true joy to have served these
past five years as pastor of FUMC Hondo. Together we have opened
wide the doors of the church to welcome community groups which
include the scouts as well as Friends Academy. During this time a
new parsonage has been built and a sound system has been
improved. The new handicapped accessible restrooms and office
provisions are great additions. You have ventured forth with two
new successful outreach efforts during Advent and Lent! Church,
you are a blessing to the community and may you continue to be so
as you welcome Rev. J. Paul and Marion Bruhn.
Blessings,
Lonnie
P.S. This month, we look forward to welcoming our new
employees: accompanist, Julie Nixon and Choir Director, Leon
Steward.
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The secretary and the Wesley Nurse will not be able to receive calls
Wednesday, June 19 - Friday, June 21.
The telephone lines and the internet will be down on June 19th
beginning at 6:00 am so that AT&T can move service from the
existing office to the Administration Building (the former
parsonage). We will be moving our offices and will be available
again on Monday, June 24. We apologize for the inconvenience.

Health & Wellness
Janet Crain, RN, Wesley Nurse

Cataracts
June is Cataract Awareness Month.
A cataract is a clouding of
the lens in the eye that affects
vision. Cataracts are very
common in older people. By age
80, more than half of all
Americans either have a cataract
or have had cataract surgery. A
cataract can occur in either or
both eyes. It cannot spread from
one eye to the other.
So how does a cataract form?
The lens lies behind the iris
and the pupil. It works much
like a camera lens. It focuses
light onto the retina at the back
of the eye, where an image is
recorded. The lens also adjusts
the eye’s focus, letting us see
things clearly both up close and
far away. The lens is made of
mostly water and protein. The
protein is arranged in a precise
way that keeps the lens clear
and lets light pass through it.
But as we age, some of the
protein may clump together
and start to cloud a small area
of the lens. This is a cataract.
Over time, the cataract may
grow larger and cloud more of
the lens, making it harder to see.
Who is at risk for cataracts?
The risk of cataract
increases as you get older.
Other risk factors for cataract
include:
* Certain diseases such as
diabetes
* Personal behavior such as
smoking and alcohol use
* The environment such as
prolonged exposure to
sunlight.

What are the symptoms of
cataracts?
* Cloudy or blurry vision.
* Colors seem faded/brownish
tint to vision.
* Glare. Headlights, lamps, or
sunlight may appear too
bright. A halo may appear
around lights.
* Poor night vision.
* Double vision or multiple
images in one eye. (This
symptom may clear as the
cataract gets larger.)
* Frequent prescription
changes in your eyeglasses or
contact lenses.
Note: These symptoms also can
be a sign of other eye problems.
If you have any of these
symptoms, check with your eye
care professional.
How is a cataract detected?
Cataract is detected through
a comprehensive eye exam that
includes a visual acuity test,
dilated eye exam, and
tonometry (an instrument
measures the pressure inside
the eye).
How is a cataract treated?
The symptoms of early cataract
may be improved with new
eyeglasses, brighter lighting,
anti-glare sunglasses, or
magnifying lenses. If these
measures do not help, surgery
is the only effective treatment.
Surgery involves removing the
cloudy lens and replacing it
with an artificial lens. A cataract
needs to be removed only when
vision loss interferes with your
everyday activities, such as
driving, reading, or watching

TV. You and your eye care
professional can make this
decision together.
What can you do to protect
your vision?
Wearing sunglasses,
particularly those that wrap
around and filter UV light, and a
hat with a brim to block
sunlight may help to delay
cataract. If you smoke, stop.
Researchers also believe good
nutrition can help reduce the
risk of age-related cataract.
They recommend eating green
leafy vegetables, fruit, and other
foods with antioxidants.
If you are age 60 or older,
you should have a comprehensive dilated eye exam at least
once every two years. In
addition to cataract, your eye
care professional can check for
signs of age-related macular
degeneration, glaucoma, and
other vision disorders. Early
treatment for many eye
diseases may save your sight.
For the complete information contained in this article,
visit http://www.nei.nih.gov/
health/cataract/, pick up some
handouts at the health display
in the Fellowship Hall, or see
me in my office.
Blessings!
Janet Crain RN, Wesley Nurse
Janet Crain, RN, is a Wesley Nurse with
Methodist Health Ministries of South Texas,
Inc. (MHM). MHM’s Wesley Nurse program is
a faith-based, holistic health and wellness
program committed to serving the least served
through education, health promotion and
collaboration with individual and community
in achieving improved wellness through selfempowerment. Learn more at www.mhm.org.

Vacation Bible School
VBS 2019: To Mars and Beyond
July 15-18, 1 pm to 4 pm ~ To Mars
and Beyond invites Voyagers on a
space travel adventure to explore
where God’s power can take them!
Along the journey, Voyagers discover a new realm of possibilities
as they reach for the stars and encounter the limitless power and
love of God! Our VBS participants are called Voyagers; the Group
Guides are called Star Guides; our Activity Center Leaders are called
Station Leaders.
We still need:
 Bible Storyteller Station Leaders for Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday (4)
 Music Leader (1) and Aide (1)
 First Day Registration Station Leaders (4)
 Science Station Leaders (1) and Aides (2)
 Assembly Station Assistants (2)
 Kinder Guides Adult (1) and Aides (3)
 Kinder Craft Station Leader
 First Grade Guides Adult (1) and Aides (3)
 First Grade Craft Station Leader
 Second Grade Guides Adult (1) and Aides (3)
 Second Grade Craft Station Leader
 Third/Fourth Grade Guides Adult (1) and Aides (3)
 Third/Fourth Craft Station Leader
 Fifth/Sixth Grade Guides Adult (1) and Aides (2)
 Fifth/Sixth Craft Station Leader
Please contact Tricia Boll at padbad452@msn.com or 210-260-7368 or
Margie Strickler at emswheels@gmail.com or 830-423-7979 to volunteer. Children wishing to attend our VBS should be pre-registered at
http://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/fumchondotx. There will be paper
registration forms in the church office and on the first day of VBS.

Farewell Luncheon
A farewell potluck luncheon is planned for Pastor Lonnie and
Susan on June 16 after the worship service. We want to honor
Pastor Lonnie and Susan for the time they have been with FUMC
and let them know how much we will miss them. Everyone is asked
to bring a dish to share.

Children’s Sunday School~ Margie Strickler, Ed. Director
THANK YOU to all the children’s teachers this year. You
certainly make my job easier. We will be taking a break this
summer and start up again in September.

Our Prayer Concerns
John Armstrong
Brian Blake
Ralene Bodovinitz
Ruth Ann Driskell
Debbie Dryden
Clyde Faseler
Ralph Gilliam
Steve Hackebeil
Jamy Halliburton
Tracy Halliburton
Dante Hoelting
Buddy Jones
Pat Little
Jody Lutz
Homer Martin
J.D. Schmidt
Cody Smith
John Southwell
Curt Van DeWalle
Mary Ruth Fisher Wingo
Diane & Brian Zdeb
Mary Zdeb

Nursing Home Residents:
Bettie Cogburn
Joe Kailipaka

Our Troops:

Erik Arias
William E. Bryant
Emerson Cooper
Joe Frank Garcia, III
Chauncy Krol
T. J. Littlefield
James McTaggart, III
Kevin Rothe
Bryan Thompson

MPACT Mission
A large group of youth and
their pastors will be coming to
Hondo June 8-14 to do yard
work, painting, cleanup in the
area. We will be feeding this
group on June 11.
Mission Committee will
meet on Monday, June 3 at
6:00 pm to iron out the details.

UMW News
On June 5, Hondo UMW
will be joined by the New
Fountain and Yancey UMW
units on a road trip to Kerrville
and the Empty Cross and
Sculpture Prayer Garden. This
is always a meaningful and
joyful excursion to the Hill
Country. Please meet at the
church by 9:15 am so that the
carpool can depart no later
than 9:30 am. We will stop to
eat lunch at Mamacita’s
Restaurant on our way back to
Hondo.
The 70th issue (Wow! Yes
that’s 70 years!!) of the
Community Birthday Calendar
will be on sale during the
summer. Former subscribers
will be contacted to renew for
the 2020 calendar.
There will be no meeting in
July. Martha Nell Allen and
Janice Highsmith will attend

Homebound Communion
We deliver communion the
first Sunday of the month
between 1:00 and 2:00 pm. If
you or someone you know is
interested in receiving homebound communion please call
Jean Callaway at 210-7248342. We serve the Hondo and
Castroville area. And would be
glad to come pray with you.

Worship Attendance

May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

96
95
90
58

Mission U on July 12-14. UMW
will reconvene on August 7.
Thank you for joining UMW
in mission to our community!

Food Drive - June 2
Our Food Drive for the
Medina County Food Pantry
resumes on Communion
Sunday, June 2. We took a little
break in May but now it is time
to resume our Food Pantry
donations. Remember that
summer is a time when not
very many contributions come
in by various organizations in
town. The abundance shown
during the Thanksgiving and
Christmas seasons dry up
during the summer. Therefore,
now is the time for us to step
up to fill the void faced by the
Food Pantry. Thank you to
everyone for helping in this
ministry. The donation bins
will be in the narthex for your

June Assistants

Liturgists
June 2
Brenda Prestage
June 9
Ethel Martin
June 16
Claire Figge
June 23
Edmund Strickler
June 30
TBD
Finance Counters
June 2
Burt Herrmann
June 9
Sterling Martin
June 16
Eric Rothe
June 23
Linda Bohlen
June 30
Tad Wooten
Trustee Counters
June 2
Brenda Vavricek
June 9
Edmund Strickler
June 16
Lorine Hackebeil
June 23
Robert Schmidt
June 30
Brenda Vavricek

convenience. Thank you also to
those who contribute financially
allowing the purchase of goods
to stock the shelves!

Crocheters and Knitters!

Individuals who can knit or
crochet are needed for the
UMW prayer shawl ministry.
The prayer shawls are
distributed to people who are
going through tough times with
health, grief, or any crisis.
If you are interested in
helping with this ministry, for
more information call Janice
Highsmith at 830-426-4718.

Scholarships Awarded
The Scholarship Committee
awarded four scholarships this
year. The recipients were Cody
Self, Ryan Frosch, Marissa
Lange, and Victoria Soto.

In Memoriam...
The following memorials have
been received since our last
newsletter.
In Memory of:
John Boon
Ralph & Betty Gilliam
Bonnie Groff
Barbara Fisher
Jane Martin
Carol Calkins
EdWinnie McWhirter
Carolyn Muennink
Mary Brownfield
Florine Carman
Our condolences to the family on
the loss of their loved one.

The Newsletter can be seen in full COLOR online at www.fumchondo.com.

Welcoming the Sojourners in Our Midst:
Our Growing Response
Rio Texas Conference UMC, https://riotexas.org/news
Written by Abel Vega
The reality of global migration and the various push factors are an ever-present reality for us. Our ministry
and mission context are stewarding presence and relationships along 460 miles of the U.S. / Mexico border.
U.S. Customs and Border Protection reports that over the first quarter of 2019, a total of 98,876 apprehensions of family units, unaccompanied children, and single adults have occurred as reported by the Del Rio,
Laredo, and Rio Grande sectors.
As a conference, the definition of the humanitarian response mandate and systems of support needed
grows sharper each week as the flow of migration increases. Border ministries are cooperating with one another and with ministry response in San Antonio—the point of departure for migrants traveling to unite
with family members in various parts of the country. They will stay with family and await their asylum petition court date.
How You Can Help: Each of the ministry areas described needs assistance of some sort. Find out how you
can give to a particular humanitarian response ministry. (https://riotexas.org/immigrationresponse)
Matthew 25:35
El Valle District Response - coordinates recruitment of volunteers for hospitality support,
relief supplies, and presence at the Humanitarian
Respite Center - McAllen, La Posada Providencia
Refugee Center - San Benito, and Good Neighbor
Settlement House – Brownsville. A forerunner in
the migrant response, El Valle District has coordinated over 50 groups immersions to the South
Texas / Mexico border over the past year. The
ministerial response includes migrants on the
border bridges, as well as hosting teams offering
presence supporting refugees during their asylum
court proceedings.
Travis Park UMC: San Antonio - offers shelter for
migrants as needed in coordination with the Interfaith Welcome Coalition and the City of San Antonio
Migrant Resource Center. Routinely, the Interfaith
Welcome Coalition has coordinated hospitality responses with the detention centers in Karnes,
Pearsall, and Dilley that bus migrants to San Antonio
daily. The pattern has disrupted because of the influx
of migrants at the border. The increase has necessitated a broader coordinated effort with the City of
San Antonio, Catholic Charities, Interfaith Welcome
Coalition, Travis Park, and others.
The Holding Institute: Laredo - houses migrant families, upwards of 40 to 60 persons weekly,
providing refuge and coordination of “next step” services. Recently, Holding was asked to attend an
emergency meeting called by Customs and Border Protection [CBP]. CBP indicated that Laredo received
secondary effects until now as they showed a 122% increase in apprehensions. At this time in 2018,
220,000 migrants crossed the border at Laredo and in 2019, 489,000 migrants have arrived. CBP pro-

jects 990,000 migrants arriving by the end of
the year. Laredo reflects 38% of all crossings
spread across the Southwest border with no
particular signs of ebbing. Essentially, safety
concerns force CBP to begin releasing refugees as soon as possible. CBP will release
188 refugees daily, including on weekends—
not including releases from the port of entry.
What does this mean for Holding Institute?
 Holding is working as hard and fast as we
can to process as needed.
 Holding is working in collaboration with
our Catholic and Baptist brothers and sisters for placements.
 Holding is hosting over 100 people every night.
 Holding is prepping three meals daily. They are running short on supplies.
 Holding could use prayer, hygiene, supplies, and kits; HEB/Walmart gift cards, socks, underwear,
used shoes, and monetary donations.
(https://www.lmtonline.com/local/article/Laredo-shelter-filled-to-capacity-with-migrants13630879.php)
Val Verde County Border Humanitarian Coalition. First
UMC, Principe de Paz UMC: Del Rio, and the Methodist
Healthcare Ministries Wesley Nurse works with community
partners and the City of Del Rio towards the formation of the
coalition as a means of offering hospitality to migrants en route
to San Antonio and other parts of the U.S. since the recent increase of migrants. Working with the City of Del Rio, the coalition has established a transitional shelter and the coordination
of resources and support services for arriving migrants. The
shelter in Del Rio is near full capacity because CPB transports migrants to Del Rio in order to alleviate
processing overflows in McAllen.
See reference stories:
 https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=a8qfjOwc9X8
 https://www.ksat.com/video/del-rio-housing-largeinflux-of-migrants-after-closing-port-of-entry
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DChbgnU5Mm4
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ykCOLtfVToU
 https://www.krgv.com/news/immigrants-flown-fromrgv-to-del-rio-for-processing/
Mission Border Hope: Eagle Pass - has steadily responded to
the increase of migrants arriving in Piedras Negras since November 2018, to those seeking asylum waiting for days to present
themselves to Customs and Border Patrol [CPB] at the international bridge, and to those processed and released in Eagle Pass
seeking passage to connect with family or sponsors within the
United States. Mission Border Hope collaborates with Our Lady of
Refuge, CBP, bus transportation, and other partners. https://
www.khou.com/article/news/as-shelters-overflow-asylumseekers-awaiting-decisions-leftin-freezing-temps/285622781071.
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Sunday

Monday

2

3

8:30am-Fellowship
9:00am-Adult Sunday
School
10:00am-Worship w/
Phil & Debbie Jones

6:00pm-Mission
Committee Meeting

Tuesday

Wednesday

4

Thursday

Friday
7

5

6

6:00pm-Choir Practice

9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch

Saturday
8

Rio Texas Annual Conference - Corpus Christi

9 Pentecost Sunday

10

8:30am-Fellowship
9:00am-Adult Sunday
School
10:00am-Worship

11

12

13

9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch
4:00pm-Food Pantry
Board Meeting

6:00pm-Choir Practice

9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch

14

15

21

22

6:00pm-Feed MPACT
MPACT Mission Group in Hondo

16

17
Newsletter article
deadline

8:30am-Fellowship
9:00am-Adult Sunday
School
10:00am-Worship Pastor Lonnie’s Final
Sermon at FUMC
11:15 am-Farewell
Luncheon
23

19

20

9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch

6:00pm-Choir Practice

Internet & Phone Lines will be down for Church and Wesley Nurse Offices
9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch

Moving...Moving...Moving...Keep those trucks a-moving...
24

8:30am-Fellowship
9:00am-Adult Sunday
School
10:00am-Worship w/
Chuch DeHaven

30

18

July 1

25

26

27

9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch
6:00pm-Trustees
Meeting

10:00am-Newsletter
Prep & Mail
6:00pm-Choir Practice

9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch

July 2

July 3

July 4

28

29

July 5

July 6

8:30am-Fellowship
9:00am-Adult Sunday
School
10:00am-Worship w/
Penny Leonhardt

Offices Closed

Offices Closed
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Join us on Sunday
8:30 am - Fellowship Time
9:00 am - Adult Sunday School
10:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Children’s Sunday School

Ministry Meetings
UM Women
1st Wednesday - 9:30 am
Medina County Food Pantry
1st Tuesday - 4:00 pm
Walk Aerobics
Tuesdays & Thursdays - 9:00 am
Sit & Stretch
Tuesdays & Thursdays - 10:00 am

Important Dates

Mon., June 3 - 6:00 pm, Mission Committee Meeting
Wed., June 5 - 9:30 am UMW Trip to Kerrville
June 5-8 - Rio Texas Annual Conference
June 9 - 14 - MPACT Mission Projects
Sun., June 16 - 10:00 am, Pastor Lonnie’s Last Sunday with us.
Farewell Potluck Luncheon to follow the service.
June 19 - 23 - Moving Offices/Phone & internet unavailable
Sun., June 23 - 10:00 am, Worship with guest preacher
Sun., June 30 - 10:00 am, Worship with guest preacher

Methodist Websites:
First United Methodist, Hondo
http://www.fumchondo.com/
Hill Country District UMC
http://hcdumc.org/
Rio Texas Conference
http://riotexas.org/
United Methodist Church
http://www.umc.org/

Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, In all the ways you can, In all the places you
can, At all the times you can, To all the people you can, As long as ever you can.
John Wesley

