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The Pastor’s Pen 
Rev. Dr. Lonnie Phillips 

“A Memorable Easter Season” 
What a memorable Easter Sunday we had adapting to the 

power outage and moving worship outside.  It was a joyous day as 
many folk pitched in moving 
chairs, hymnals, and flowers 
outdoors. The weather cooperat-
ed as well with intermittent 
sunshine gracing us with it’s 
presence as we celebrated 
Christ’s resurrection. 

Confirmation Sunday 
followed with the next stage 
of their discipleship journey 
being completed for Kenna 
Herrmann and Kelly Self. We 
celebrate the growth of their 
faith in the life of the church. 

The next Sunday will be 
our Worship at the City Park topped off with a grand old style 
picnic. It will be my last one with you.  

I’m aware that I have only seven more Sundays as your pastor. I 
have begun the packing of boxes in both my church study and 
parsonage study. If my mind appears to be in two places at once, 
please forgive, because it really is dually located. I don’t believe I 
have fully comprehended this process of ending a relationship and 
leaving the active ministry yet. What does it all mean? This Easter 
season with its five Sundays following Easter I will be preaching 
from the Book of Revelation. It also asks the question of meaning 
and purpose amidst loss and grief. Where does one find hope? I 
look forward to sharing. 

So this is my next to last newsletter article. It has been a 
wonderful five years here for Susan and I.  

 

Thank you and Blessings, 
Lonnie 

 
 
 

Sunday, May 5th  
Join Us! 

10:00 am - Worship in the City Park 
Followed by the Church Picnic with BBQ brisket, 

beans and all the trimmings.  
Members A-L please bring a salad,  

M-Z please bring a dessert.  
Worship Committee members, please meet at the 

park at 9:00 am Sunday morning  
to get everything set up. 

http://www.fumchondo.com


 

 

Osteoporosis is a disease of 
the bone that makes a person’s 
bones weak and more likely to 
break.  The elderly and frail are 
at greater risk from falls which 
can lead to bone fracture.  
Approximately 10 million 
Americans have osteoporosis, 
and another 44 million have 
low bone density.  One in two 
women and one in four men 
will break a bone in their 
lifetime due to osteoporosis.  
The aim of National 
Osteoporosis Awareness and 
Prevention Month is to promote 
good bone health through the 
prevention, detection and 
treatment of osteoporosis. 

Through Osteoporosis 
Awareness and Prevention 
Month, people are encouraged 
to understand the risk factors 
associated with this condition. 
Preventative measures which 
promote healthy bones include 
sufficient calcium intake, 
achieving adequate levels of 
vitamin D, and performing bone 
healthy exercises. 

Osteoporosis is more 
common in women than in 
men; approximately 80% of 
osteoporosis cases are in 
women.  Low body weight, low 
estrogen levels, an irregular 
menstrual cycle, inadequate 

nutrition, lack of exercise, 
smoking and drinking alcohol, 
are all risk factors of 
osteoporosis. Good bone health 
can be achieved by eliminating 
these factors. 

Post-menopausal women, 
typically 50 years +, have lower 
levels of estrogen as their 
ovaries have stopped producing 
this hormone. Low estrogen 
levels are associated with bone 
loss. Healthcare providers can 
provide bone density tests. If 
you have a family history of 
osteoporosis it is important to 
ask for this test at this stage of 
your life. 

About 20% of osteoporosis 
cases affect men. Despite 
women being 4 times more 
likely to develop osteoporosis, 
the number of cases in men is 
still high. Men in their 50's+ are 
more likely to develop 
osteoporosis than be diagnosed 
with prostate cancer. Much of 
the advice for men is similar to 
that for women; eat well, move 
more and talk to a healthcare 
provider about whether a bone 
density test is a suitable option 
for you. 

The information for this 
article was taken from the 
websites:  National 
Osteoporosis Foundation and  

What Health—Healthy Living 
for Every Body http://
www.whathealth.com/
awareness/event/
nationalosteoporosisawareness
andpreventionmon.html  and  
 https://cdn.nof.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/04/Fast
-Facts-About-Osteoporosis.pdf.  

For more information, pick 
up the handouts from the 
health information table, or see 
me in my office.    

 
Blessings,  
Janet Crain        
 
Janet Crain, RN, is a Wesley Nurse 

with Methodist Healthcare 
Ministries of South Texas, Inc. 
Methodist Healthcare Ministries’ 
Wesley Nurse program is a faith-
based, holistic health and wellness 
program committed to serving the 
least served through education, 
health promotion and collaboration 
with individual and community in 
achieving improved wellness 
through self-empowerment. Learn 
more at www.mhm.org. 

Health & Wellness 
Improve Your Bone Health 
Janet Crain, RN, Wesley Nurse 

May is National Osteoporosis Awareness  
and Prevention Month.   

http://www.whathealth.com/awareness/event/nationalosteoporosisawarenessandpreventionmon.html
http://www.whathealth.com/awareness/event/nationalosteoporosisawarenessandpreventionmon.html
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https://cdn.nof.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Fast-Facts-About-Osteoporosis.pdf
https://cdn.nof.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Fast-Facts-About-Osteoporosis.pdf
https://cdn.nof.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Fast-Facts-About-Osteoporosis.pdf


 

 

Lay Leader Notes 
Easter Sunday was 

a testimony to the 
presence of God's 

Kingdom in our church, in the 
here and now, and then! 

Beginning with a brunch 
that was orchestrated by 20 or 
more people, an Easter Egg 
Hunt that followed involved 
another 25-30 adults and 
children from our congregation.  

Twenty minutes before the 
worship service, there was 
an electrical transformer 
explosion that set an alternate 
course in motion for our 
service.  Our church family 
sprung into action!  From the 
darkness, people started 
moving chairs, hymnals, and 
flowers into the light of our 
church yard. 

The unity of purpose and 
the love of our church and each 
other was so evident in the 
faces of our people Easter 
morning. The service was held 

outdoors for all of our 
community to witness, and the 
attendance was outstanding! 

How beautiful to see so 
many generations working 
together, worshiping together, 
singing together, and laughing 
together. Surely, the presence 
of the Lord is in our church, 
because we felt His mighty 
power and His grace. I hope 
this last Easter service was a 
joy for Pastor Lonnie and 
Susan, because it surely was for 
his parishioners!  

 

Thank you, Pastor Lonnie 
and Susan, for leading our 
church for these past five years.  
We have been blessed to have 
you both. 

 

The sanctuary beautifully decorated with 
Easter lilies just before the power outage. 

Pastor Lonnie took preaching outdoors 
in stride on Easter morning. 

Children enjoyed the 
new venue for worship. 
 
 
 

Chris Kailipaka gave the children’s message to 
quite a crowd. 

Many attended the service on 
Easter morning and enjoyed the 
impromptu outdoor worship. 
 
Our music director, Susan Phillips, 
ran home to retrieve her guitar to 
accompany the singing on Easter 
morning. 

 



 

 

Pastoral Celebrations 
The SPPR Committee has been very busy these past 

few months planning for the celebration of ministry for 
Pastor Lonnie and the welcoming of Pastor J. Paul 
Bruhn. Our church will participate in the “Order of 
Farewell to a Pastor” as explained in the Book of Wor-
ship. A farewell potluck luncheon is also planned for 
Pastor Lonnie and Susan on June 16. We will miss 
Pastor Lonnie and Susan and we want to honor them for 
the time they have been with FUMC. More information 
will be forthcoming, but mark your calendar for this spe-
cial event.  

The Committee is also responsible for the smooth transition be-
tween pastors. Presently, we are working on several aspects in-
volved in Pastor J. Paul’s transition to our church: 

 Updating congregation nametags 
 Welcome reception for Pastor J. Paul and family 
 Welcome basket 
 Introductions to community leaders and community clergy 
 Publicity information 
 Pantry stocking 
 Meal preparation (few days after moving in) 
 Assisting with move in 
 Encourage congregation to have cottage meetings with the 

Bruhn’s 
 Planning the “Order of Celebration of Appointment” for Pastor J. 

Paul 
As you can see, we have been very busy and we will continue to 

be very busy with the upcoming transition of pastors.  As chairper-
son of the SPPR Committee, I encourage each of you to consider 
your own personal way to celebrate and recognize Pastor Lonnie 
and Pastor J. Paul. 
 
Prayerfully yours, 
Sondra Burris 
 

Welcome Basket 
The SPR Committee is putting together a basket of goodies for 

the new pastor and his family. Let’s include some local favorites. 
Such as: a UMW cookbook, home canned items - pickles, preserves, 
salsa, fruit; dry sausage or jerky; maybe you sew or 
knit or paint; a history of the area; a list of local 
restaurants; anything you can think of that would 
make someone new to the area feel welcome. If 
you have something to contribute, please bring it 
by the church office or contact Chris Kailipaka, 
(843) 817-9998 or chrisk1944@gmail.com. 

 

Children’s Sunday School 
Margie Strickler, Ed. Director 

No Sunday School for May 
5th due to the picnic.  

Teachers for May will be 
Margie Strickler, Marsha 
Hoelting (a new certified 
teacher), and Lorine Hackebeil. 

Additionally, just a 
reminder there will be no 
Sunday school for children 
during June, July, and August 
due to summer vacations.  
 
 
 
 

 

Vacation Bible School 
July 15-18, 1:00 - 4:00 pm. 

Contact Margie Strickler (830-
423-7979) or Tricia Boll (210-
260-7368), if you are 
interested in helping. 

 

MPACT Mission  
A large group of youth and 

their pastors will be coming to 
Hondo June 8-14 to do yard 
work, painting, cleanup in the 
area. We will be feeding this 
group on June 11.  

 

Homebound Communion  
We deliver communion the 

first Sunday of the month 
between 1:00 and 2:00 pm. If 
you or someone you know is 
interested in receiving 
homebound communion 
please call Jean Callaway at 
210-724-8342. 

We serve the Hondo and 
Castroville area. And would be 
glad to come pray with you. 



 

 

Policy Update & Room Assignments 
 At the recent Trustees’ meeting on April 23, several decisions 

were made that will affect the congregation. After much discussion, 
it was decided to reinstate the NO CHECKOUT policy that was 
previously in effect. What this means is that no property of First 
UMC can leave the premises. Thank you for understanding.  

We also assigned the following rooms to take effect once the 
office moves to the renovated old parsonage.  

 Chapel Sunday School class will remain in the Chapel.  
 History Committee will move from upstairs to the current 

Pastor’s office.  
 The choir will also access the current Wesley nurse’s 

office as well as the current choir room.  
 Children’s Church will be held in the south end of the 

Fellowship Hall and will store materials in the cabinets in 
that area.  

 Seekers Sunday School Class will now have a permanent 
classroom in the renovated old parsonage in the room 
between the new Pastor’s office and new conference 
room. This room will also be used for small group events. 
The couch, love seat and chair currently in the south end 
of the Fellowship Hall will be moved into this room.  

The timeline for moving into the renovated old parsonage is 
unknown at this time.  

If you have any questions about any of this, please contact a 
member of the Trustees.  

 
Brenda Vavricek & Mike Weems, Trustee Co-Chairs  
 
 
 

Stained Glass Windows  
The new hallway 

connecting the Fellowship Hall 
to the old parsonage has three 
sets of windows that each have 
two panels. Diane Brown, who 
designed and made the 
beautiful windows in the 
balcony, will be making 
stained glass windows to go in 
each of those panels. Of the six 
panels, two are already 
sponsored.  

We would like to offer 
everyone an opportunity to 
sponsor or co-sponsor one or 
more of the remaining panels. 
Diane will work with each 
sponsor about their panel to 
include a design that is 
meaningful to the sponsor and 
ensure continuity throughout 
the hallway. If you are 
interested in obtaining more 
information, please contact the 
church office, 830.426.2073.  

 
 

Children’s 
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Choir Room 
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Secretary 
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Break Room 
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Nursery 

Janitor 
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Confirmation Sunday  
On Sunday, April 28th, two special young ladies were 

confirmed. Kelly Self (on the left) is the daughter of Carrie 
and Doug Self and Kenna Herrmann (on the right) is the 
daughter of Lacy and Burt Herrmann. Both girls live in 
D’Hanis, are the youngest of three siblings and are our 
newest full members.  

Congratulations, Kelly and Kenna,  your church family 
looks forward to watching you grow in your faith. 

 
 
 
 

 
Humanitarian Relief Effort 

The Wesley Nurses in our border cities (Del Rio, 
Eagle Pass, and Laredo being the closest) are assisting 
their local coalition efforts to provide humanitarian 
relief to the people who are coming into the United 
States from Mexico.  For the most part, these people 
are being processed in Mexico prior to being processed 
here in the United States.  After being processed in 
Mexico, all of their belongings are confiscated……
clothes, phones, backpacks, and anything of value.  
When they arrive in the U.S., they have only the clothes 
that they are wearing.  

These, and many other border cities, are providing 
temporary food, shelter, and assistance to the refugees 
until they can be processed and transported to San 
Antonio or other designated locations.  

Listed are items needed to support the humanitarian effort:  (no clothing needed at present) 
 backpacks to place items in 
 snack foods for travel 
 baby carriers (the kind where you strap the baby to your body) 
 female hygiene items 
 toothpaste 
 small travel size shampoo 
 new or gently used comfortable shoes/shoelaces (Del Rio has volunteers available to 

purchase shoes, but not the funds)   
 underwear (all sizes) 
 diapers 
 receiving baby blankets 
 men’s/kids socks 
 gift cards/monetary donations for the purchase of supplies by the coalitions 

During the month of May, there will be a container in the Fellowship Hall for donations.  If you chose 
to donate gift cards/money, please give to Shannon Rothe or Janet Crain, Wesley Nurse.  

Thank you!  



 

 

UMW News 
The monthly UMW 

meeting will be held at 
9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, 
May 1, at the home of Martha 
Nell Allen (807 33rd Street).  
Christine Kailipaka will present 
the program, “Women 
Investing in Shalom”.  Sondra 
Burris will share the 5-minute 
response.  All women of the 
church are encouraged to join 
us for fellowship, food and a 
fun time together. 

Looking ahead to June 5, 
Hondo UMW will be joined by 
the New Fountain and Yancey 
UMW units on a road trip to 
Kerrville and the Empty Cross 
and Sculpture Prayer Garden.  
This is always a meaningful 
and joyful excursion to the Hill 
Country.  Please join us for this 
event.     

Coming up in July is Mission 
u in San Antonio.  The mission 
studies include “Women United 
for Change:  150 Years in 
Mission” and “Practicing 
Resurrection:  The Gospel of 
Mark and Radical Discipleship.”  
The event will be held on July 
12-14 at the Drury Plaza Hotel.  
Registration for the event and 
hotel accommodations need to 
be completed by the latter part 
of June.     

Thank you to UMW 
members and congregation for 
supporting and participating in 
the Lenten Lunch.  We made 
new friends and enjoyed the 
company of those new friends 
as well as longtime 
friends in our community 
during this time of 
sharing a meal together.  
God truly blessed us! 

Thank you for 
joining UMW in 
mission to our 
community ! 

Calling all Crocheters  
and Knitters! 

Individuals who can knit or 
crochet are needed for the 
UMW prayer shawl ministry. 
The prayer shawls are 
distributed to people who are 
going through tough times 
with health, grief, or any crisis.  

If you are interested in 
helping with 
this ministry, 
you can get 
more 
information 
from Janice 
Highsmith at 830-426-4718.  
 

New friends enjoying Lenten Lunch. 

Courthouse staff eating Lenten Lunch with us. 

Cornbread Crew: Jean, Nola, 
Marsha, and Betty, baking for 

the Lenten lunches. 

DS Andy Smith talks about “The Bread 
of Life” while making biscuits for 

United Methodist Women at A Day 
Apart at  Fredericksburg U.  



 

 

Our Prayer Concerns 
John Armstrong 

Brian Blake 
Ralene Bodovinitz 

Debbie Dryden 
Clyde Faseler 
Linda Fillinger 
Ralph Gilliam 
Sylvia Green 

Steve Hackebeil 
Jamy Halliburton 
Tracy Halliburton  

Dante Hoelting 
Buddy Jones 
T.J. Lackey 
Pat Little 

Patricia Long 
Jody Lutz 

Homer Martin 
Doug Nelson 

Christina Oranday 
Julian Saldana 
J.D. Schmidt 

Cody Smith 
John Southwell 
Shirley Stevens 

Curt Van DeWalle 
Mary Ruth Fisher Wingo 

Diane & Brian Zdeb 
Mary Zdeb 

 

Nursing Home Residents: 
Bettie Cogburn 
Joe Kailipaka 

 

Our Troops: 
Erik Arias 

William E. Bryant 
Emerson Cooper  

Joe Frank Garcia, III 
Chauncy Krol 
T. J. Littlefield 

James McTaggart, III 
Kevin Rothe 

Bryan Thompson 

Financial Report 
March, 2019 

 
2019 Approved Budget: 

$313,166.00  
($26,097.17  monthly) 

 
General Fund $25,147.77    
Income:   26,467.23 
Expense:    21,109.27    
Balance:   $ 30,505.73 

  
Building Fund $86,484.11    
Interest:                7.35 
Balance:   $86,491.46  

 

Building Fund Includes: 
 Maintenance -216.42 
 New Fellowship Hall  31,285.97 
 Addition & Reno. 55,421.91 

 
Memorial Fund $17,575.17    
Interest:                 3.50 
Expense:     1,399.99 
Balance:   $16,178.68 

 
Altar Fund $1,641.00 
Interest:            .13 
Expense       200.00 
Balance:   $ 1,441.13 

 
Scholarship  $33,079.51    
Interest:              42.14 
Balance:   $33,121.65  
 

In Memoriam... 
The following memorials have 
been received since our last 
newsletter. 
In Memory of:  

Bonnie Groff 
Erline Helms 
Nola Hanson 

John Earl Boon 
Tom & Marcy Rothe 

Carolyn E. Muennink 
Tad & Bette Wooten 

Nola Hanson 
Charlie Ruth Bullard 

Nola Hanson 
EdWinnie McWhirter 

Tad & Bette Wooten 
Elsie Kotowski 

Nola Hanson 
Mary Brownfield 

Nola Hanson 

The Newsletter can be seen in full 
COLOR online at  

www.fumchondo.com 

Worship Attendance  
 

 Apr. 7 91 
 Apr. 14 96 
 Apr. 21 210 
 Apr. 28 80 

May Assistants  
Liturgists  
May 5 Ethel Martin 
May 12  Louise Meyer 
May 19  Karman Duron 
May 26  Jan Weems 

 

Finance Counters   
May 5 Volunteer Needed 
May 12  Linda Bohlen 
May 19  Volunteer Needed 
May 26  Joan Lindeman 
  

Trustee Counters  
May 5 Brenda Prestage 
May 12  Lorine Hackebeil 
May 19  Mike Weems 
May 26  Jim Callis 

 
Children’s Sunday School  
May 5 Church Picnic 
May 12  Margie Strickler 
May 19  Marsha Hoelting 
May 26  Lorine Hackebeil 

 

Children’s Message 
May 5 No Children’s Message 
May 12  Pastor Lonnie 
May 19  Emily Duron 
May 26  Anna Whorton 



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

      1 
 
9:30am-UMW Meeting 

Martha Nell Allen’s 
6:00pm-Choir Practice 
6:00pm-Cub Scout Den 

2 
 
9:00am-Backpack 

Ministry 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
6:30pm-Wolves Den  

3 
 
 
 

4 
 

5   
 
10:00am-Worship in the 

Park followed by 
Church Picnic 

 
 

6 
 
6:00pm-Bears Den  
6:00pm-Finance 

Committee Meeting 
 

7 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
4:00pm-Food Pantry 

Board Meeting 
5:30pm-Girl Scouts 

Upper Room 
7:00pm-BoyScouts 

8 
 
6:00pm-Choir Practice 
6:00pm-Cub Scout Den 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
 
9:00am-Backpack 

Ministry 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
6:30pm-Wolves Den  
 

 

10 
      
 

11 

12  Mother’s Day 
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Adult Sunday 

School  
10:00am-Worship  
10:30am-Children’s 

Sunday School 
 
 

13 
 
6:00pm-Bears Den  
 

14 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
6:00pm-Boy Scout 

Committee Meeting 
7:00pm-BoyScouts 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
 
9:30am-Revitalization 

Team Meeting 
6:00pm-Choir Practice 
6:00pm-Cub Scout Den 

16 
 
9:00am-Backpack 

Ministry 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
6:30pm-Wolves Den  

17 
      
 

 

18 

19   
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Adult Sunday 

School  
10:00am-Worship  
10:30am-Children’s 

Sunday School  
 
 

 

20 
 

6:00pm-Bears Den  
 

21 
 
Newsletter article 

deadline 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
5:30pm-Girl Scouts 

Upper Room 
7:00pm-BoyScouts 
 
 

22 
 
6:00pm-Choir Practice 
6:00pm-Cub Scout Den 

23 
 
9:00am-Backpack 

Ministry 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
6:30pm-Wolves Den  
 
 

24 25 

26 
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Adult Sunday 

School  
10:00am-Worship 
10:30am-Children’s 

Sunday School 
 
 
 
 

27    
 
 
 
 
 

Offices Closed 
. 

28 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
6:00pm-Board of 

Trustees 
5:30pm-Girl Scouts 

Upper Room 
7:00pm-BoyScouts 

29 
 
9:00am-Newsletter 

Prep & Mail 
6:00pm-Choir Practice 
6:00pm-Cub Scout Den 

30 
 
9:00am-Backpack 

Ministry 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
6:30pm-Wolves Den  

31 
      
 
 
 

  

June 1 

First United Methodist Church 

(830) 426-2073 
 www.fumchondo.com 
fumchondo@sbcglobal.net 



 

 

Ministry Meetings 
UM Women 

1st Wednesday - 9:30 am 
Medina County Food Pantry 

  1st Tuesday - 4:00 pm 
Walk Aerobics 

Tuesdays & Thursdays - 9:00 am 
Sit & Stretch 

Tuesdays & Thursdays - 10:00 am 

 
Join us on Sunday   

8:30 am - Fellowship Time 
9:00 am - Adult Sunday School 

10:00 am - Worship Service 
10:30 am - Children’s Sunday School  

Methodist Websites: 
First United Methodist, Hondo 

http://www.fumchondo.com/ 
Hill Country District UMC  

http://hcdumc.org/ 
Rio Texas Conference  

http://riotexas.org/ 
United Methodist Church  

http://www.umc.org/ 

First United Methodist Church 
“Serving Him by serving others.” 

(830) 426-2073 fumchondo@sbcglobal.net 
www.fumchondo.com  

Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, In all the ways you can, In all the places you 
can, At all the times you can, To all the people you can, As long as ever you can.     John Wesley 

 

Important Dates 
Wed., May 1 - 9:30 am, UMW Meeting at Martha Nell Allen’s  

Thurs., May 2 - 9:00 am, Newsletter Prep & Mail 
Fri., May 3 - Scholarship Deadline 

Sun., May 5 - 10:00 am, Worship in the Park & Church Picnic  
Mon., May 6 - 6:00 pm. Finance Committee Meeting 

Sun., May 12 - Mother’s Day 
Wed., May 15 - 9:30 am, Revitalization Team 

Tues., May 21 - Newsletter Deadline 
Mon., May 27 - Memorial Day/Offices Closed 

Tues., May 28 - 6:00 pm, Board of Trustees Meeting 

http://www.fumchondo.com
http://hcdumc.org/
http://riotexas.org/
http://www.umc.org/
http://www.fumchondo.com

