
 

 

 
August, 2019 

Volume 48  
Issue 8 

 
First United Methodist Church  

“Serving Him by serving others.” 
1006 16th Street  

Hondo, Texas 78861  
(830) 584.0300 

www.fumchondo.com 
fumchondo@gmail.com 

 

Office Hours... 
Monday - Thursday 
8:30 am  - 4:00 pm 

 
 

Church Staff... 
Pastor, Rev. J. Paul Bruhn 
pastorbruhn@live.com 

 

Choir Director, Leon Steward 
 

Accompanist, Julie Nixon 
 

Secretary,  Shannon Rothe 
fumchondo@gmailcom 

 

Custodians,  
Ramon Martinez 

Angelica Martinez  
Jessica Gomez 

 

Nursery Attendants,  
Sherry Hartnett 
Rosario Robles 

 

 

In this Issue... 
Pastor’s Pen 
UMW News 
Liturgists & Assistants 
Calendar 
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“SHALOM Y’all!”  
GOD’s peace and wholeness to each and everyone of you. 

Thank you so much for welcoming Marion and I with our children 
into your community. It is truly a blessing to live in “GOD’s 
Country”. 

Every month I will have the opportunity to share some 
observations from Scripture with y’all. Since St. Paul declared all 
Scripture to be beneficial for learning, training, and correction (2 
Timothy 3:16-17), you will find references to the Old Testament as 
well as to the New Testament. When St. Paul wrote to Timothy the 
books of the Old Testament were all that was considered Holy 
Scripture. 

Ever so often, GOD will lead us to read and study a certain 
Scripture passage outside of any Scripture reading plan we might 
have subscribed to. Lately I was led to Psalm 78. Don’t feel bad if 
that Psalm does not ring a bell with you, it did not catch my 
attention at first either. However, as the urge continued to impress 
Psalm 78 to me, I finally decided to crack open the book and do 
some reading. 

Wow, was I surprised what I found! Psalm 78 makes the case 
for early childhood indoctrination. Tell the children why we believe 
what we believe and encourage and guide them to a living and life-
giving relationship with the GREAT I AM, GOD Almighty. 
I became aware of the fact that our faith is always to be lived out in 
a multi-generational way. It is up to us to make GOD known to the 
next generations — and no, there is no retirement from that 
glorious responsibility. 

Psalm 78 goes on to retell the story. Honestly, it amazes me 
when I realize how often Scripture rather bluntly describes the 
shortcomings of any hero of the faith. And it is in-spite of our 
shortcoming and not because of our victories that we clearly see and 
understand GOD’s love and faithfulness to us. HIS mercy, grace and 
glory outshine and overcome any weakness or failure on our end, as 
long as we show a good-faith effort in following GOD. Praise GOD! 

So, we have the glorious opportunity to share GOD’s Word with 
the next generations. That triggers an old-time hymn in my mind,  
“... I love to tell the story for those who know it best seem 
hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest; And when in scenes 
of glory, I sing the new, new song, ‘Twill be the old, old story that I 
have loved so long.” 

There is one simple requirement. We have to know the story 
before we can tell the story. Easy enough! And scripturally correct. 
Early in July we used Deuteronomy 6:4-9 as the Old Testament 
Reading for Sunday service. It begins with the most important 
statement, “Hear, O Israel, the LORD is GOD, the LORD is One!” It 
continues, “You shall love the LORD, your GOD with all your heart 
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and with all your soul and with 
all your might. And these 
words that I command you 
today shall be on your 
heart.” (Verses 4-6) The 
remainder of the passage deals 
with the question how to 
impress the truth of our 
eternal GOD and HIS 
relationship unto our children 
and grand children. 

The first Hebrew word 
“Shema” has several meanings 
— don’t you love foreign 
languages? — it means to hear, 
to listen, to obey, and to put 
into practice. Jewish believers 
are actually encouraged to 
recite this passage every 
morning and every evening 
during their prayer time. A 
friend of mine once told me 
that repetition is the mother of 
wisdom. Reminding ourselves 
before we jump into action and 
before we go to rest that we 
are following the one true 
living GOD and commit all 
areas of our lives to follow HIM 
whole-heartedly will surely 
equip us well for the task of 
sharing GOD’s goodness with 
the next generations. 

As we prepare our hearts 
and minds for Christian action, 
let us keep the next 
generations in our prayers. 
Pray for and welcome the staff 
and students of Friends 
Academy as well as the public 
schools in our area. That 
CHRIST truly may be glorified 
in ‘God’s Country’. 
 
In CHRIST’s Unfailing Love, 
Pastor J. Paul <>< 
 
 

(Continued from page 1) UMW News 
The monthly meeting 

of UMW is August 7 at 
the home of Joan 

Lindeman (758 CR 312, 
D’Hanis).  Join the carpool at 
the church at 9:10 a.m. so that 
we can travel together to Joan’s 
house. Louise Meyer will 
present the 5-Minute response 
and Martha Nell Allen will 
report on the mission study, 
“Women United for Change.” 
Martha and Janice will also 
share their experiences from 
this year’s Mission U in San 
Antonio. 

The 70th issue (Wow! Yes 
that’s 70 years!!) of the 
Community Birthday Calendar 
will be on sale during the 
summer. Former subscribers 
will be contacted to renew for 
the 2020 calendar. New 
subscribers can contact Janice 
Highsmith (830-426-4718) for 
details. The deadline for 
ordering your 
calendar is August 10. 

Thank you for 
joining UMW in 
mission to our 
community! 

Food Drive - August 4 
July contributions to the 

Food Pantry were 125 pounds. 
Our poundage slipped a little in 
July, but your commitment to 
the Food Pantry is amazing and 
is deeply appreciated!  

Our Food Drive continues on 
Communion Sunday, August 4. 
Please remember that summer 
is a time when not very many 
contributions come in by 
various organizations in town. 
The abundance shown during 
the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas seasons dry up 
during the summer. Thank you 
to everyone for helping in this 
ministry. The donation bins will 
be in the narthex for your 
convenience. Thank you also to 
those who contribute financially 
allowing the purchase of goods 
to stock the shelves! 

 
 
 

Martha Nell Allen and 
Janice Highsmith stand by 
the timeline used in their 
study of 150 years of 
United Methodist Women.  



 

 

Greetings Friends/
Congregation of Hondo FUMC, 

Many of you have already 
heard that I will be retiring 
effective August 2, 2019.  I have 
been a registered nurse for 44 
years, and I feel that it is time to 
move to the next phase of my 
life, whatever that happens to 
be!  I plan to spend lots of time 
with my grandchildren, 
attending their school functions 
and sporting events—from 
class parties to school pro-
grams, football, cheerleading, 
basketball, volleyball, softball, 
track, jujitsu—the list is 
endless.  I will probably have to 
find a part time job to buy gas 
for my car! 

On a serious note, God has 
been so good to me and I know 
how blessed that I am!  I thank 
Him every day for his gift of 
Jesus Christ, and for his promise 
of everlasting life.  I have been 
blessed throughout my career 
and especially by my time here 
at Hondo FUMC, and I thank you 
all for your Christian love, 
support, fellowship, and 
encouragement.  I feel so 
blessed here in Hondo, and the 
people here have been so 
friendly, that I just decided to 
make it my permanent home!   

I do want to especially 
thank Carolyn Muennink for all 
the volunteer hours that she 
spent in my office helping me 
with my various projects.  
When I was first told I was 
selected for the Wesley Nurse 
position here that I was 
inheriting a volunteer, I was not 

too sure how I felt about that.  I 
have always been accustomed 
to doing things by myself, the 
way that I wanted them 
done…….but, I quickly fell in 
love with Carolyn.  She offered 
so much encouragement, had 
great ideas, was a tremendous 
help, and is now a dear friend 
and mentor.  Hondo FUMC is so 
fortunate to have her here as a 
loyal and faithful servant. 

I also want to thank all the 
members of the Hondo FUMC 
Health Committee, past and 
present, during my time here. 
Again, they provided endless 
support and encouragement, 
and I have been told many 
times by other Wesley Nurses 
that I am so lucky to have had 
such a loyal and supportive 
Health Committee (not all of 
them do)—and I know it!  
Thank you past Health 
Committee chairpersons—Bette 
Wooten, Ken Hanson, Vicki 
O’Keef, and present 
chairperson, Jan Weems.  Thank 
you past Health Committee 
members—Chris Kailipaka, Jan 
Barton, Sandy Hutson, Louise 
Meyer, Jackie Murrah (Medina 
Valley UMC), Janet Cook 
(Medina Valley UMC), and 
Shirley Hodges (Medina Valley 
UMC).  The present Health 
Committee under the 
chairmanship of Jan Weems, 
includes Nola Hanson, Carolyn 
Muennink, Vicki O’Keef, Jeannie 
Hart, Bette Wooten, Ruth 
Blanton, and Pastor Everett 
McCarley (Medina Valley UMC).  
The Health Committee worked 

closely with Tricia Boll on 
several church outreach 
projects and her passion for the 
community is inspiring to us all. 
I was very careful to try and not 
leave anyone out, but if I did, 
please accept my sincere 
apologies. 

I will miss seeing Shannon 
Rothe every day.  You all know 
that she is the “man” behind the 
wheel that keeps everything 
running smoothly!  She was 
always ready to listen to my 
ideas and offer suggestions…. 
and correct the typos in my 
newsletter articles!  I cannot 
thank her enough for her 
support and friendship, and I 
am so fortunate to have worked 
alongside her in this ministry.   

I know that it will not be 
very long before you will have a 
new Wesley Nurse in the 
beautiful office that the church 
has provided.  I have no doubt 
that you will all embrace her/
him as you have embraced me 
and the Wesley Nurses before 
me.  

 
Many Blessings and in Christian 

Love, 
 

Janet Crain RN, Wesley Nurse 
 
Janet Crain, RN, is a Wesley Nurse with 

Methodist Health Ministries of South Texas, 
Inc. (MHM).  MHM’s Wesley Nurse program is 
a faith-based, holistic health and wellness 
program committed to serving the least served 
through education, health promotion and 
collaboration with individual and community 
in achieving improved wellness through self-
empowerment.  Learn more at www.mhm.org  

 

 

Health & Wellness 
Janet Crain, RN, Wesley Nurse 

Farewell 



 

 

Ministry Moment 
Tricia Boll, Lay Leader 

To the many people in our 
church who helped make this 
VBS a community-outreach 
success: THANK YOU, Y'ALL 
DID A GREAT JOB! 

We reached out to 
approximately 50 kids with 
open hearts, open minds 
and open doors. In John 
15:12, Jesus says, 'This is 
My commandment: that 
you love one another, as I 
have loved you'. There 
was so much love shown 
to these children this past 
week. 

It took the time, 
talents, muscle and effort of 
about 50 of our church people 
whose ages range from 12 to 
90 years. We have been 
blessed with a huge talent pool 
and a few hundred years of 
experience. Let's continue in 
this mission-momentum and 
see where God takes us. 

Remember Ephesians 3:20: 
Glory to God, who is able to do 
far beyond all that we could 
ask or imagine by His power at 
work within us. 

Thank you again; I am 
proud to be part of this very 
special church family. 

 
 

AV Assistant Needed 
If you are interested in 

helping with the PowerPoint 
once a month, please contact 
the church office on our new 
number, 830-584-0300 or 
email fumchondo@gmail.com.  



 

 

Education 
It was a great week of fun 

and fellowship at VBS this 
year. So many people 
volunteered and the kids really 
enjoyed themselves.  There 
were different crafts and 
science projects (including 
making a lava lamp) each day 
plus delicious snacks too. 

We had different bible 
stories each day including 
Pastor J. Paul leading one and 
Linda Bohlen did a fantastic 
job of teaching all the children 
(and adults) the music for the 
parents’ program. 

Thank you to everyone 
involved. 

 
Margie Strickler,  
Education Director 
 

Name Badges  
We ask that everyone wear 

name badges for the next few 
months to help the Pastor J. 
Paul and Marion become 
acquainted with everyone. If 
you don’t have a printed name 
badge, please contact the 
church office and one will be 
printed for you. Thank you. 

 

UMW Calendar Sale 
Please contact Janice 

Highsmith, (830-426-4718)  if  
you have any names to add to 
the 70th UMW birthday 
calendar. Listings are $0.25 
each and the calendars sell for 
$4.00 each. Listings and 
calendar orders need to be in 
by August 10 in order to be 
included in the 2020 calendar. 



 

 

 

Financial Report 
2nd Quarter - 2019 

April - June 
 

2019 Approved Budget: 
$313,166.00  

($26,097.17  monthly) 
 

General Fund $ 30,505.64 
Income:   78,593.48 
Expense:    81,445.52 
Balance:   $ 27,653.60 

  
Building Fund $86,491.46    
Income:              11,587.77   
Expense:   54,591.14 
Balance:   $43,488.09 

 

Building Fund Includes: 
 Maintenance -3.65 
 New Fellowship Hall  31,285.97 
 Addition & Reno. 2,205.77 
 Upstairs AC  10,000.00 

 
Memorial Fund $16,178.77 
Income:                 1,945.91 
Expense:             0.00 
Balance:   $18,124.68 

 
Altar Fund $1,441.13 
Interest:          0.35   
Balance:   $1,441.48  

 
Scholarship  $33,121.65 
Interest:           124.02 
Balance:   $33,245.67  
 

In Memoriam... 
The following memorials have 
been received since our last 
newsletter. 
 
In Memory of:  
 

Marie Callis 
 Tom & Marcy Rothe 

     

Our condolences to the family on 
the loss of their loved one.  

Worship Attendance  
July 7 110 
July 14 101 
July 21 81 
July 28 88 

Liturgists  
 Aug. 4 Jeannie Hart 
Aug. 11 Brian Randolph 
Aug. 18 Ashlynn Elder 
Aug. 25 Ruth Blanton 
  

Finance Counters   
 Aug. 4 Tad Wooten 
Aug. 11 Eric Rothe 
Aug. 18 Linda Bohlen 
Aug. 25 Sterling Martin 
  

Trustee Counters  
 Aug. 4 Brenda Prestage 
Aug. 11 Edmund Strickler 
Aug. 18 Lorine Hackebeil 
Aug. 25 TBD 
 

The Newsletter can be seen in full 
COLOR online at  

www.fumchondo.com. 

August Assistants 

Our Prayer Concerns 
John Armstrong 

Brian Blake 
Ralene Bodovinitz 

JoLynn Bragg 
Ruth Ann Driskell 

Debbie Dryden 
Jessica Guana 
Ralph Gilliam 

Steve Hackebeil 
Jamy Halliburton 
Tracy Halliburton  

Doris Jackson 
Donna Jones 

Jody Lutz 
Homer Martin 
Rosa Martinez 

Tina Miley 
J.D. Schmidt 
Cody Smith 

John Southwell 
Curt Van DeWalle 

Donald 'Rusty' Wainscott 
Mary Ruth Fisher Wingo 

Diane & Brian Zdeb 
Mary Zdeb 

 

Nursing Home Residents: 
Bettie Cogburn 
Joe Kailipaka 
Darlene Nagle 

 

Our Troops: 
Erik Arias 

William E. Bryant 
Emerson Cooper  

Joe Frank Garcia, III 
Chauncy Krol 
Kevin Rothe 

Bryan Thompson 
 
 

~ Office Information ~ 
Phone Number: 830.584.0300 

 
Email: fumchondo@gmail.com 

 
Business hours: M-TH 8:30 am - 4:00 pm. 



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

  
 
 

 
 

1 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 

2 
 

3 
 
Health Fair & Street 

Dance 

4   
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Adult Sunday 

School  
10:00am-Communion 
11:15am-Farewell 

Reception for Janet 
Crain, Wesley Nurse  

 

5 6 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
4:00pm-Food Pantry 

Bldg. Meeting 

7 
 
9:30am-UMW Meeting 
6:00pm-Choir Practice 
 
 
 
 

8 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
 

 

9 
      
 

10 

11 
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Adult Sunday 

School  
10:00am-Worship  
 

12 
 
6:00pm-Finance 

Committee Mtg. 

13 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
 
6:00pm-Choir Practice 
 

15 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
 

Hondo ISD  
1st Day of School 

16 

 
17 

18 
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Adult Sunday 

School  
10:00am-Worship  
5:30pm-Dramatic Divas 
 

 

19 
 

20 
 
Newsletter article 

deadline 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
 
 

21 
 
6:00pm-Choir Practice 

22 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
 
 

23 24 

25 
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Adult Sunday 

School  
10:00am-Worship 
5:30pm-Dramatic Divas 
  
 
 
 
 

26 
 
6:00pm-Trustee 

Meeting 
 

D’Hanis ISD  
1st Day of School 

27 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
7:30pm-Dramatic Divas 

28 
 
9:00am-Newsletter 

Prep & Mail 
6:00pm-Choir Practice 
7:30pm-Dramatic Divas 

29 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 

30 31 

First United Methodist Church 

(830) 426-2073 
 www.fumchondo.com 
fumchondo@sbcglobal.net 



 

 

Ministry Meetings 
UM Women 

1st Wednesday - 9:30 am 
Medina County Food Pantry 

  1st Tuesday - 4:00 pm 
Walk Aerobics 

Tuesdays & Thursdays - 9:00 am 
Sit & Stretch 

Tuesdays & Thursdays - 10:00 am 

 
Join us on Sunday   

8:30 am - Fellowship Time 
9:00 am - Adult Sunday School 

10:00 am - Worship Service 
10:30 am - Children’s Sunday School  

Methodist Websites: 
First United Methodist, Hondo 

http://www.fumchondo.com/ 
Hill Country District UMC  

http://hcdumc.org/ 
Rio Texas Conference  

http://riotexas.org/ 
United Methodist Church  

http://www.umc.org/ 

First United Methodist Church 
“Serving Him by serving others.” 

(830) 426-2073 fumchondo@sbcglobal.net 
www.fumchondo.com  

Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, In all the ways you can, In all the places you 
can, At all the times you can, To all the people you can, As long as ever you can.     John Wesley 

Important Dates 
Sat., Aug. 3 - 7:00 pm, FUMC Booth at Street Dance  

Sun., Aug. 4 - Food Drive Sunday 
Sun., Aug. 4 - 10:00 am, Worship followed by Farewell Reception for 

Wesley Nurse, Janet Crain 
Wed., Aug. 7 - 9:30 am, UMW Meeting 

Aug. 12-16 - Connecting Hallway and New Restrooms  
will be CLOSED for flooring work. 

Mon., Aug. 12 - 6:00 pm, Finance Committee Meeting 
Mon., Aug. 26 - 6:00 pm, Board of Trustees Meeting 

«Carrier Route» 
 

«Mailing Name» 
«Address» 
«City», «State» «Zip Code» 

http://www.fumchondo.com
http://hcdumc.org/
http://riotexas.org/
http://www.umc.org/
http://www.fumchondo.com

