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The Pastor’s Pondering 
Rev.  J. Paul Bruhn 

 

I heard it on TV. The weatherman said we are on the 
downhill slope of this year’s heat — tidal — wave. It’s 
official, fall is drawing closer. Sounds wonderful, but I am still 
wiping the sweat of my brow just after getting the mail from the 
mailbox. Lower temperatures also mean that restful weekend 
mornings will soon be traded for the daily barrage by dove hunters 
— so we’ve been told. No worries, I got some ear muffs. 

In other words, Marion and I are enjoying exploring and making 
Hondo our home. Again, we thank you for all your kindness and ask 
that you continue your name tags just a little bit longer. As fall 
draws closer and Labor Day is soon a thing of the past it will be 
time to trade the straw for a felt hat and look for the long sleeve 
shirts. 

It is also time to consider how we can strengthen the Christian 
walk for the members of our church family. You will find in this 
newsletter a little questionnaire with several different options to 
make your wishes known. While I can promise you that we will 
carefully read through the feedback we will receive, we cannot 
promise that all ideas will become a reality. 

Another sign that fall is upon us is the fact that our Hill Country 
District is preparing for the annual round of cluster church 
conferences. We have been asked to host such a cluster conference 
here in Hondo on Sunday, September 29, 2019 at 2:30 pm. We 
will be serving some light refreshments and are hoping that we will 
hear many encouraging stories of how the Kingdom of GOD is 
advancing in our region. 

In preparation for this gathering our Administrative Council 
will have a called meeting on Monday, September 9, 2019 at 
6:00 pm in our fellowship hall. We will adopt the 2020 budget, 
elect officers for the next three years, and receive a collection of 
annual reports. All members are invited to join us for that 
particular event as well. 

One great opportunity to familiarize ourselves with the Word of 
GOD is the plan to read through the entire Bible in one year. We 
would start in January of 2020, and by Christmas of the same year 
we would have accomplished that task. Many years ago I thought 
this was an intimidating endeavor until I finally became part of 
such a program. While we will all be on the same reading plan I 
would choose the Scripture readings for our Sunday services from 
the readings of the prior week. If you participate you will always 
find something new and spiritually refreshing when you attend 
Sunday services — and it might even help to “connect the dots” of 
some of the biblical stories that are lesser known. 

You will be able to pick up a bookmark at the beginning of every 
quarter that will provide you with the reading plan. Should you 
have to miss some daily readings remember that there is therefore 
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Building Use 
This is just a reminder to 

everyone who uses the church 
facilities...Please be sure to 
contact the church office to 
schedule any events, no 
matter how small or how short 
they might be.  When you do 
use the facilities, please be 
sure to press ‘cancel hold’ on 
the thermostat when you leave 
to return it to the scheduled 
temperature. Be sure to check 
that all lights are turned off, 
including the restrooms and 
that all doors are locked. 
 

Children’s Church 
Children’s Church begins 

after Labor Day on September 
8. Our focus this fall will be on 
“Loving God Loving Neighbor.” 
The lessons center on 
Communities Welcome: 
Communities Accept,  John 4:1-42 
Welcoming Others, Mark 10:46-52 
Community Forgives, Luke 19:1-10 
Children Contribute, John 6:1-15 

Our teachers will be Marcy 
Rothe, Lorine Hackebeil, Jan 
Weems, and Marsha Hoetling. 

Thank you for your support. 
Margie Strickler, Ed. Director 
 

Christian Country Concert 
Attend a free Christian 

Country concert in Devine on Sept. 
21 at 7:30 pm at the Devine High 
School. Donations for Mission 
Devine accepted at the door.  

Christian Country Music 
Ministry performs traditional 
hymns and original material in a 
western swing style format.  
Mission Devine is an organization 
that helps people in the are 
through benevolence projects 
with a focus on home repair and 
property improvement. 

Back to School Blessing 
Sunday, August 11, students 

were invited to come forward to 
receive a blessing.  The pastor 
passed out six boards and six 
different colored crayons and 
asked students to draw a rainbow. 
When they were finished, he 
pointed out that each rainbow had 
only one color. His explained that 
they needed to work together and 
share their crayons to make a 
rainbow.  A much needed 
reminder for 
everyone to work 
together and share 
during this new 
school year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reynosa Clothing Drive  
Brenda Vavricek is 

collecting gently used or new 
clothing, jackets and blankets 
for the poor of Reynosa. A 
collection box will be set up in 
the Narthex for your donated 
items. Want to join Brenda in 
mission? Build a Home for the 
Homeless in Reynosa, Mexico, 
December 26th-31st, contact 
Brenda at 210-789-4024 for 
information. Thank you.  

now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (Romans 
8:1). Simply skip to the current date and “keep on trucking”. 
Children and youth will be able to participate in a more concise 
reading plan, that will still “hit the highlights”. 

Why do I tell you about this plan so early? It is important that 
you can participate with a Bible that you enjoy reading. Should you 
have questions concerning different translations and which one 
might fit you best, feel free to talk to me, and we will figure 
something out for you. This might actually mean that you will 
receive a new edition of the Word of GOD when we celebrate the 
birthday of the Son of GOD. Definitely something to be excited 
about. Paul reminded Timothy, ”You have been taught the Holy 
Scriptures from childhood, and they have given you the wisdom to 
receive the salvation that comes by trusting in Christ Jesus. All 
Scripture is inspired by GOD and is useful to teach us what is true 
and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us 
when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. GOD uses it 
to prepare and equip His people to do every good work.”  
(2 Timothy 3:15-17, New Living Translation) 

 
In Christ’s Unfailing Love 
Pastor J. Paul <>< 



 

 

Congregational Questionnaire 2019 
 

Dear Church Family! 
What a joy to serve in GOD’s Country and to be part of our vibrant Christian community. As we enter fall op-
portunities for ministry abound and we need some insight and input from our church members. Please keep 
in mind that the opportunities offered may not all come to pass, but we want to get a better understanding 
how to develop the ministries provided. 
 

PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY 
Pastor J. Paul has agreed to teach a weekly Bible Study. It would last for one to two hours. Since Wednesday 
is a “traditional church day” in the Hondo area the options would be 
 

 Wednesday from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm  
 

 Sunday from 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm  

 

Please provide a different time slot if you think something else would work better:    
 
 

SECOND SERVICE 
Sometimes Sunday mornings are overwhelmingly busy for some of us. An additional worship service that 
runs for 45 to 60 minutes could allow for participation and Sunday mornings being freed up. If you could pick 
an alternative worship time would you choose 
 

 Wednesday evening 6:00 pm 
 

 Saturday evening 6:00 pm 
 

Sunday evening 6:00 pm 
 
Please provide a different time slot if you think something else would work better:    
 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Currently we do not have an organized ministry serving teenagers. It has been proven over and over that 
most decisions to follow Christ are done before people turn 20 years of age. To get this program off the 
ground we will need dedicated adult volunteers as well as families who commit to bring their teenagers to 
the youth events. 
 

 I am looking forward serving the youth. I am willing to undergo the necessary background checks and 
training. (Please fill in your name here —>)        
 

 I am willing to help my teenagers to make the meetings. Name and number of teenagers 
 
              



 

 

The best time for a youth meeting would be: 
 

 Sunday after Church (lunch would be included) 11:30 am to 1:30 pm 
 

 Sunday evening 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm 
 

 Wednesday Evening 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm 
 

 Please provide a different time slot if you think something else would work better:    
 

 
 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE TO THE LORD 
 
Now we are shifting gears. Pastor J. Paul is curious about your musical taste. Please help him out and share 
your favorite hymns / songs as well as Christmas and Easter songs you just love to hear. 
 
My Favorite Hymns:      My Favorite Christmas Songs: 
 
1       1      
 
2       2      
 
3       3      
 
4       My Favorite Easter Songs: 
 
5       1      
 
6       2      
 
Just drop your filled-out questionnaire in the box at the sanctuary exit or in the church office. Thank you so 
much for your prayerful consideration. 
 
In CHRIST’s Unfailing Love 
 
Pastor J. Paul <>< 



 

 

Health & Wellness Fair 
On Saturday, August 3,  

FUMC and Friends Academy 
offered bibles, healthy snacks, 
and various healthcare items 
to community members that 
stopped by our booth at the 
1st annual Health Fair Street 
Dance. We played basketball, 
washers, corn hole and jump 
rope until things shut down at 
10:00 pm. The children left 
with balls and jump ropes to 
play with at home. Thank you 
to those who were able to 
help! 

 

Thanks! 

First United Methodist Church, 
We want to take a moment 

to thank you for the support of 
our Wellness Fair. We hope to 
make this and annual event. 
We look forward to partnering 
in the future. 

 
Warm Regards, 
Kim Davis 
Hondo City Manager 
 

School Volunteers  
Friends Academy would 

welcome volunteers from our 
congregation to read with the 
students during the school 
week. Contact Kristi Frosch at 
kkfrosch@sbcglobal.net. 

UMW News 
The monthly meeting of 

UMW is September 4 at 
the church Fellowship Hall. 

Hostesses are Marsha Hoelting and 
Jean Callaway. The World Thank 
Offering program will be presented 
by Jean Callaway. Joan Lindeman 
will share the 5-Minute response. 
Remember to bring your World 
Thank coin boxes or containers to 
the meeting to turn in your 
offering. 

The Hill Country District UMW 
meeting will be held September 21 
at North Shore UMC at Canyon 
Lake. Those interested in attending 
can sign up at our September 4 
local meeting. We will carpool to 
Canyon Lake. Registration is $13 
per person which includes lunch. 
The meeting begins at 9:00 a.m. 
and we will head back to Hondo at 
1:00 p.m. 

Cynthia Rives’ World Thank 
Bank  “I love putting coins in my 
World Thank Bank! It’s a jar I 
covered with pictures from 
response magazine of women, 
children, and youth. It’s part of my 
spiritual discipline that helps me 
express my gratitude to God. When 
I’m thankful for some-thing I search 
my purse for a coin to drop in as I 
offer a prayer of thanksgiving. But 
just as important to me is the time I 
find a coin in the washer or on the 
floor. Seeing those coins reminds me 
to be grateful. I think about my life 
in that moment and thank God for 
one of my many blessings. 

“Like I said, I love my World 
Thank Bank. It helps me remember 
all those we are in mission with 
represented in the photos on my jar; 
and it helps me both celebrate the 
blessings of my life in Christ and 
remember to always be 
grateful.” (Source: www.united 
methodistwomen.org). 

Food Drive - September 1 
YIPPEE! WOOHOO! Thank 

you to the congregation for 
“hitting the ball out of the park!” 
The Food Drive in August 
amounted to 234.2 pounds! In 
addition, we had monetary 
donations that increased that 
amount! This is our largest 
donation to the Food Pantry 
since the scale has been used to 
measure our items.  

Our Food Drive continues on 
Communion Sunday, September 
1. Thank you to everyone for 
helping in this ministry. The 
donation bins will be in the 
narthex for your convenience. 
Thank you also to those who 
contribute financially allowing 
the purchase of goods to stock 
the shelves! 

 

 Administrative Council/
Charge Conference  

The Administrative Council 
will hold a meeting, Monday, 
Sept. 9 at 6:00 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall as we look 
forward to our Charge 
Conference. All members are 
welcome and encouraged to 
attend!!  

Charge Conference is 
scheduled for  Sept. 29 at 2:30 
pm with the District Superin-
tendent, Rev. Andy Smith 
presiding.  Six other churches 
will be joining us: Medina 
Valley-Castroville; Leakey; New 
Fountain; Sabinal; Utopia; and 
Yancey. Please put this date on 
your calendar and plan to attend. 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

Financial Report 
July, 2019 

 
2019 Approved Budget: 

$313,166.00  
($26,097.17  monthly) 

 
General Fund $ 27,653.60 
Income:   23,398.60 
Expense:    37,929.68    
Balance:   $ 13,122.52 

  
Building Fund $43,488.09 
Income:      11,954.01          
Expense:        343.92    
Balance:   $55,098.18 

 

Building Fund Includes: 
 Maintenance 350.36 
 New Fellowship Hall  31,285.97 
 Addition & Reno. 3,461.85 
 Upstairs AC  20,000.00 

 
Memorial Fund $18,124.68 
Income:                 428.87 
Expense:             0.00 
Balance:   $18,553.55 

 
Altar Fund $1,441.48 
Interest:            0.13   
Balance:   $1,441.61  

 
Scholarship  $33,245.67 
Interest:             42.35 
Balance:   $33,288.02  
 

In Memoriam... 
The following memorials have 
been received since our last 
newsletter. 
 
In Memory of:  
 

Buddy Jones 
 Mike & Betty Crowell 

     

Our condolences to the family on 
the loss of their loved one.  

Worship Attendance  
Aug. 4 158 
Aug. 11 103 
Aug. 18 105 
Aug. 25 104 

Liturgists  
Sept. 1 Ruth Blanton 
Sept. 8  Bette Wooten 
Sept. 15  Youth 
Sept. 22  TBD 
Sept. 29   Sondra Burris 
  

Finance Counters   
Sept. 1  Jack Burris 
Sept. 8  Louise Meyer 
Sept. 15  Burt Herrmann 
Sept. 22   Joan Lindeman 
Sept. 29   Sondra Burris 
  

Trustee Counters  
Sept. 1  Jim Callis 
Sept. 8  Brenda Prestage 
Sept. 15  TBD 
Sept. 22   Lorine Hackebeil 
Sept. 29   Brenda Prestage 
 

Children’s Church Teachers 
Sept. 8  Marcy Rothe 
Sept. 15  Lorine Hackebeil 
Sept. 22  Jan Weems 
Sept. 29   Marsha Hoetling 
  

The Newsletter can be seen in full 
COLOR online at  

www.fumchondo.com. 

September Assistants 

Our Prayer Concerns 
John Armstrong 

Brian Blake 
George Blasing 

Ralene Bodovinitz 
JoLynn Bragg 

Dale Callis 
Ruth Ann Driskell 

Debbie Dryden 
Jessica Guana 
Ralph Gilliam 

Steve Hackebeil 
Jamy Halliburton 
Tracy Halliburton  

Lloyd Hoelting 
Doris Jackson 

Wilbur Lehmberg 
Jody Lutz 

Mary Marsh 
Homer Martin 
Rosa Martinez 

Tina Miley 
Roy Rivera 

J.D. Schmidt 
Cody Smith 

John Southwell 
Donald 'Rusty' Wainscott 
Mary Ruth Fisher Wingo 

Mary Zdeb 
 

Our sympathy to Jan Weems and 
Family on the death of her 

brother, Brian Zdeb. 
 

Nursing Home 
Betty Cogburn 
Joe Kailipaka 
Darlene Nagle 

 

Our Troops: 
Erik Arias 

William E. Bryant 
Emerson Cooper  

Joe Frank Garcia, III 
Kevin Rothe 

Bryan Thompson 



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Adult Sunday 

School  
10:00am-Communion 

2 
Labor Day 

Offices Closed 

3   Friends Academy 
1st Day of School 

 
 
 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
4:00pm-Food Pantry 

Bldg. Meeting 
7:00pm-Scout Troop 

370 Meeting 
 

4 
 
9:30am-UMW Meeting 

in the Fellowship Hall 
6:00pm-Choir Practice 
7:00pm-Dramatic Divas 
 
 

5 
 
9:00am-Backpack 

Ministry 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
6:00pm-Cub Scout 

Ramp Up 

6 
 

7 
 
 

8 
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Adult Sunday 

School  
10:00am-Worship  
10:30am-Children’s 

Church 
 

9 
 
6:00pm-Adminstrative 

Council Meeting & 
Church Conference 

10 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
7:00pm-Scout Troop 

370 Meeting 

11 
 
6:00pm-Choir Practice 
6:00pm-Cub Scout 

Meeting 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
9:00am-Backpack 

Ministry 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
7:00pm-Dramatic Divas 

13 
      
 

14 

15 
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Adult Sunday 

School  
10:00am-Worship  
10:30am-Children’s 

Church 
 

16 
 
5:30pm-Dramatic Divas 
6:00pm-Finance 

Committee Mtg. - 
Admin. Wing 

 

17 
 
Newsletter article 

deadline 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
7:00pm-Scout Troop 

370 Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
6:00pm-Choir Practice 
6:00pm-Cub Scout 

Meeting 
 
 

19 
 
9:00am-Backpack 

Ministry 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
7:00pm-Dramatic Divas 

20 

 
21 

22 
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Adult Sunday 

School  
10:00am-Worship  
10:30am-Children’s 

Church 
 

 

23 
 
5:30pm-Dramatic Divas 
6:00pm-Trustee 

Meeting - Admin. 
Wing 

 

24 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
7:00pm-Scout Troop 

370 Meeting 
 
 

25 
 
9:00am-Newsletter 

Prep & Mail 
 
6:00pm-Choir Practice 
6:00pm-Cub Scout 

Meeting 

26 
 
9:00am-Backpack 

Ministry 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
7:00pm-Dramatic Divas 

27 28 

29 
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Adult Sunday 

School  
10:00am-Worship 
10:30am-Children’s 

Church 
2:30pm-Charge 

Conference 
6:30pm-Dramatic Divas 
  
 

30 
 
 

     

First United Methodist Church 

(830) 584-0300 
 www.fumchondo.com 
fumchondo@gmail.com 



 

 

Ministry Meetings 
UM Women 

1st Wednesday - 9:30 am 
Medina County Food Pantry 

  1st Tuesday - 4:00 pm 
Walk Aerobics 

Tuesdays & Thursdays - 9:00 am 
Sit & Stretch 

Tuesdays & Thursdays - 10:00 am 

 
Join us on Sunday   

8:30 am - Fellowship Time 
9:00 am - Adult Sunday School 

10:00 am - Worship Service 
10:30 am - Children’s Church  

Methodist Websites: 
First United Methodist, Hondo 

http://www.fumchondo.com/ 
Hill Country District UMC  

http://hcdumc.org/ 
Rio Texas Conference  

http://riotexas.org/ 
United Methodist Church  

http://www.umc.org/ 

First United Methodist Church 
“Serving Him by serving others.” 

(830) 584-0300  fumchondo@gmail.com 
www.fumchondo.com  

Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, In all the ways you can, In all the places you 
can, At all the times you can, To all the people you can, As long as ever you can.     John Wesley 

Important Dates 
Sun., Sept. 1 - Communion Sunday Food Drive 

Mon., Sept. 2 - Labor Day/Church Offices Closed 
Tues., Sept. 3 - Friends Academy Back to School 

Wed., Sept. 4 - 9:30 am, UMW in the Fellowship Hall 
Mon., Sept. 9 - 6:00 pm, Administrative Council Meeting 

Mon., Sept. 16 - 6:00 pm, Finance Committee Meeting 
Sun., Sept. 29 - 2:30 pm, Group Charge Conference 

http://www.fumchondo.com
http://hcdumc.org/
http://riotexas.org/
http://www.umc.org/
http://www.fumchondo.com

