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The Pastor’s Pondering 
Worship & Thanksgiving 
Rev.  J. Paul Bruhn 
 

 Yup, tis the season to be thankful. Considering market share it is 
amazing how Halloween and Christmas have aggressively taken 
over this time of the year only leaving a sliver for THANKSGIVING. 
Even that four day weekend is assaulted at Friday midnight with 
black Friday specials beyond belief. 

Consumption is almost more a habit than thanksgiving.  We tend 
to do better with the former than the latter. About 40 years ago our 
English teacher in 7th grade made us memorize a proverb. We 
learned, “the American people eat what they can, and they can what 
they cannot eat.” Granted, his intent was to raise our awareness of 
the different meanings of the word “can”, however it seems more 
true today than forty years ago; we tend to have a lot of stuff. 

On occasion I encourage people to live life with an attitude of 
gratitude – in other words, be thankful and let GOD know that you 
are. Gratitude is the breeding ground for worship and adoration in 
every believer’s life. And GOD appreciates and is honored by our 
response to HIS support of our existence. 

When one studies Firstfruits from a biblical perspective, it is 
surprising that there is not a set amount or percentage one has to 
give for Firstfruits – thanking GOD with the first produce of our 
labor – the first check written every pay period, acknowledging GOD 
from the top and not from the leftovers of our existence. I learned 
that the Old Testament scholars believed the reason for  the lack of 
amount or percentage is that GOD did not want to stifle the 
believer’s response of gratitude. “Wanna give it all? Go for it!” 

It is this voluntary aspect that reveals the giver’s heart. Let me 
share with you two biblical examples.  

     When the Israelites 
prepared to build the 
Tabernacle in the wilderness 
GOD could have prepared for 
them a gold mine in the 
middle of nowhere or drop 
jewels like rain – after all HE is 
GOD -- instead GOD advised 
Moses to receive a free-will 
offering to pay for and bring 
together the building 
materials for the Tabernacle. 
The plans for the Tabernacle 
were divinely inspired and 
demanded excellent products 
and craftsmanship. The heart 
of the people was so tuned 

(Continued on page 2) 

 
 

You’re Invited!! 
Come to the Open House 

at Pastor J. Paul’s & Marion’s 
home, 612  34th St. 

Saturday November 2. 2019 
from 2:00 - 5:00 pm.  

Come by the Parsonage,  
fellowship with us,  

enjoy a cup of coffee or tea  
and a cookie. 

Marion & J. Paul  
 

http://www.fumchondo.com


 

 

Christmas in God’s Country  
Our church will be having a 

booth for Christmas in God’s 
Country on Saturday, November 
23rd.  Mark your calendar for 
this event as we will need 
volunteers to bake small 
loaves of bread, label bottled 
waters, help with the Photo 
Booth, and help with other 
booth-related tasks.  To 
volunteer or get more 
information, contact Tricia Boll 
at padbad452@msn.com.   

 

Bread Bakers Needed!  

Bakers are needed to make 
loaves of quick breads to hand 
out to our community. Our 
goal is to have at least 200 
loaves baked and delivered to 
the church office by Nov. 20th.  
Details: Pan size needs to be 
5.5 x 3 x 2 (small loaves). Each 
loaf should be wrapped in 
plastic wrap and labeled as to 
kind of bread. Please indicate 
type of nuts used, if needed. 
Questions: please see Jan 
Weems.  

 

Homes for the Homeless 
Clothing/Blanket Drive  

Brenda Vavricek is 
collecting gently used or new 
clothing, jackets and blankets 
for the poor of Reynosa. A 
collection box will be set up in 
the Narthex for your donated 
items. Contact Brenda at 210-
789-4024 for information.   

Last day to make a donation 
is November 10. Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 

Stewardship 

In the next couple of weeks, 
we will be sending out our an-
nual stewardship letter and 
pledge cards for 2020. Please 
pray over your decision and 
return your pledge cards to 
the church on Stewardship 
Sunday, November 24 (or to 
the church office anytime). Af-
ter the service, we will have 
our Thanksgiving Dinner. 

 

Thanksgiving Dinner 
Come Hungry!! 

Sunday, November 24 
After the Worship Service 

We will have our annual 
Thanksgiving Dinner on Sunday, 
November 24th. Let’s gather to-
gether to give thanks for all the 
blessings we have received.  
Make plans now to attend and 
start the holiday season with 
wonderful food and warm fel-
lowship time with your church 
family. 
 

E-Giving 
The Finance Committee has 

decided to provide members 
and visitors with the opportuni-
ty to give online. The company 
was have chosen to use is Vanco 
and their program allows us to 
integrate the information into 
our membership management 
software. Members will be able 
to click a link on our website or 
download an app for their cell 
phones. Then set-up a login and 
contribution information.  

We hope to have this ready 
to use by Stewardship Sunday, 
November 24th. Watch for infor-
mation in the bulletins, on our 
website, your email and our fa-
cebook page for updates. Or you 
can call the church office. 

 

into GOD and wanting to honor 
and please HIM that Moses had 
to put a stop to the collection. 
You can read the details in 
Exodus 35 and 36. 

Years later King Hezekiah 
led the people in restoring the 
Temple worship. They 
sacrificed and worshipped 
extensively. Why do I say that? 
2 Chronicles 29 outlines how 
they worshipped all through 
the time it took for a great 
whole burnt offering. Imagine 
joining the choir for the whole 
time it takes to offer up the 
sacrifice, anywhere between 
eight and twelve hours non-
stop – what an extra-ordinary 
act of worship! 

We worship a generous 
GOD, the author, giver, 
redeemer, and sustainer of life. 
Let us show others our 
relationship to the Creator of 
the universe by making GOD 
and GOD’s Kingdom #1 on our 
agenda. Worship, thanks-
giving, Firstfruits, monthly 
donations by cash, check, or 
electronic means, all generous 
and all to the glory of GOD – 
making THANKSGIVING 
the true reason for this season. 

  
In CHRIST’s Unfailing Love 
Pastor J. Paul <>< 



 

 

Lay Leader Report  
By: Tricia Boll 

As we draw close to the end 
of 2019, I thought it would be a 
good time to review all that 
your gifts of time, talent and 
resources has made possible in 
the past year. This was from 
the Lay Leader report I 
submitted for our Charge 
Conference. Our church family 
does incredible things when we 
all work together.  

FALL/WINTER 2018. As a 
cohort in the Vitalization 
Experiment sponsored by the 
Mission Vitality Center, FUMC 
was to do outreach projects 
during Advent and Lent. We 
decided to have a booth at 
Hondo’s annual CIGC fair. 
Photo booth, props, costumes. 
Home-baked breads, bottled 
water, pocket Bibles---all free. 

WESLEY NURSE INFO. We 
traveled the area, meeting 
people and giving gifts. Gave 
out invitations to our Advent 
services and children’s 
program. The photo booth 
recorded contact info and 
mailed extra photos with an 
invite. Church-wide effort. 

We plan to continue this 
ministry in 2019. 

WINTER 2019. We joined 
with other churches in the 
Hondo area to host a fundraiser 
for CORNERSTONE ALLIANCE 
NETWORK. Just a few churches 
fund this organization and the 
proceeds went to assist 
Cornerstone with the financial 
means to help the economically 
challenged get the assistance 
they need. 

SPRING 2019. Our Health 
Committee prayer-walked this 
neighborhood, seeking to 

inform our neighbors about our 
Wesley Nurse, as well as our 
church. 

LENT 2019. The second 
Cohort experiment was 
sponsored by our UMW. They 
cooked and served free pinto 
bean and cornbread lunches 
every Friday during Lent to 
anyone in our community who 
showed up between 11 and 
1:00. They posted 
advertisements in the 
newspaper each week, and put 
flyers up all over town. They 
served between 60-75 lunches 
each Friday, and church 
members greeted and visited 
with those who came. We took 
prayer requests and prayed for 
them on Sundays. We invited 
them to our Easter brunch, egg 
hunt and worship service. 
There were always 3-4 recipes 
of both beans and cornbread 
served, and seconds were 
served. We also gave out 
applications for people who 
needed home repairs, because 
the MPACT group was lining 
jobs up for June. It took the 
time and effort of  
approximately 25 UMW and 
church members to make this 
happen, and they plan to 
continue this ministry in 2020. 

EASTER 2019. On Easter 
morning we had a large crowd 
attend our brunch and the egg 
hunt. Our worship service was 
to begin at 10, but at 9:50 an 
electrical explosion occurred 
which darkened our sanctuary. 
Within moments, everyone got 
into gear with chairs, hymnals, 
flowers, offering plates---
everything needed to have an 
outdoor worship service 
without electricity! The level of 
team work was outstanding! 

While our weekly worship 
attendance is around 100, on 
Easter morning our attendance 
was 200! There was standing 
room only, but it was a very 
special service and didn’t need 
electricity. 

JUNE 2019. A very large 
mission team, MPACT, served 
the Hondo area for several days 
in June. There were 350 kids 
and adults here who needed to 
be fed. Our church procured 
and served tacos with all of the 
trimmings to the group one of 
the evenings they were in 
Hondo. 

JULY 2019. Our VBS served 
children in this community 
with the message of Christ. 
Thirty individuals took four 
days of their time to offer Godly 
stories, songs, snacks, crafts, 
and science experiments to 
Hondo kids.  

AUGUST 2019. Our church 
helped Friends Academy with a 
games and school supply booth 
at Hondo’s first annual Back to 
School Street Dance. We gave 
away Bibles as well and were 
able to interact with young 
Hondo families. 

ALL YEAR LONG. UMW 
sponsors a Food Pantry Sunday 
each month. The congregation 
makes donations and UMW 
delivers the food to the Medina 
County Food Pantry. Our 
church works at the Food 
Pantry several times a month. 

UMW also collected socks 
that were  distributed through 
the Food Pantry. 



 

 

UMW News 
    Hondo UMW will 

meet at the home of 
Sandy Callis (905 CR 312, 

D’Hanis) on November 6. A 
carpool will be available from 
the church at 9:05 a.m. so we 
can travel together to Sandy’s. 
Betty Gilliam’s program is the 
Pledge Service titled “Appreciate 
and Anticipate.” Sandy Callis will 
share the 5-minute response. 

On September 21 at the Hill 
Country District UMW meeting, 
the Hondo UMW unit received 
the Five Star Unit award which 
means that the unit 
contributed to the 
five channels of 
mission giving. 
Those five areas 
include a Pledge to 
Mission, Special 
Mission 
Recognition (given 
to Emily Duron), 
Gift to Mission, 

Gift in Memory 
(in memory of 
Martha McTaggert 
and Renie Schulte), and the 
World Thank Offering. The unit 
also contributed to candle 
burning at the district meeting 

in memory of EdWinnie 
McWhirter, Carolyn E. 
Muennink, and Bonnie Groff. 

On October 2, Hondo UMW 
attended the annual Salad 
Supper hosted by the New 
Fountain UMW. The program 
was led by Peg Tindall who 
spoke on friendship. Her 
inspiring and delightful talk 
reminded the group of how 
important friends are to 
everyone. 

Looking ahead, the annual 
Christmas luncheon will be held 
on December 4 at 11:00 a.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall. 

Joan Lindeman, Ethel Martin, 
Janice Highsmith, Sondra Burris, Ruth 
Blanton, and Pat Ditsch (Martha Nell 
Allen not pictured) enjoy fellowship at 
New Fountain UMW Salad Supper.   

 

 

Food Drive - Nov. 3 
The scale at the Food Pantry 

is broken so we can’t accurately 
measure our contributions each 
month, but October was a good 
one and the workers were very 
appreciative! Again, we had 
monetary donations that 
increased the amount donated. 
Our Food Drive continues on 
Communion Sunday, November 
3. Let’s help stock the Food 
Pantry once again. Thank you to 
everyone for such awesome 
generosity. The donation bins 
will be in the narthex for your 
convenience. Thank you also to 
those who contribute financially 
allowing the purchase of goods 
to stock the shelves! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Young Disciples  
     Our children enjoy 
their Young Disciples 
time with Pastor J. 
Paul during worship 
and then get to go to 
Children’s church 
with their Sunday 
School teacher. 
 

 

Children’s Church  
November Children’s Church 

Sunday School will focus on sto-
ries that “Shape Our Faith Com-
munity.”  They include Adam and 
Eve, Noah and the Flood, Daniel 
and the Lions, Jonah and the 
Fish.  We hope to see your chil-
dren on Sunday. 

Our teachers will be Carrie 
Self, Marsha Hoelting, Jan 
Weems, and Lorine Hackebeil.  

Thank you for your sup-
port. 



 

 

Wesleyan Covenant Association 
The Wesleyan Covenant Association connects 

Spirit-filled, orthodox churches of Wesleyan 
theology and their members. 

We believe change is coming and as we live 
into what comes next, the Wesleyan Covenant 
Association will connect, encourage, and resource 
clergy, laity, congregations, regional chapters, and 
bishops by: 

 Committing to the authority of Scripture and the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

 Creating a unified response to the Bishops’ 
Commission’s recommendation while 
maintaining orthodox Methodist beliefs. 

 Developing a plan for a positive and faithful 
future. 

Find out more by visiting: 
wesleyancovenant.org. 

 



 

 

 

Financial Report 
September 30, 2019 

 

2019 Approved Budget: 
$313,166.00  

($26,097.17  monthly) 
 

General Fund $19,599.40 
Income:   24,567.75 
Expense:    30,509.70 
Balance:   $13,657.45 

  

Building Fund $30,522.20  
Income:      5,890.74 
Expense:         235.50  
Balance:   $36,207.44 

 

Building Fund Includes: 
 Maintenance 356.97 
 New Fellowship Hall  31,285.97 
 Addition & Reno. -235.50 
 Upstairs AC  4,800.00 

 

Memorial Fund $18,557.49  
Income:        3.82          
Expense:             0.00   
Balance:   $18,561.31 

 

Altar Fund $1,441.73  
Interest:            0.12 
Balance:   $1,441.85 

 

Scholarship  $33,327.60  
Interest:          38.35    
Balance:   $33,365.95  

In Memoriam... 
The following memorials have 
been received since our last 
newsletter. 
 
In Memory of:  
 

Harvey Frost 
Ethel Martin 

Lyle  Riff 
 

Our condolences to the family on 
the loss of their loved one.  

Worship Attendance  
Sept. 29 91 
Oct. 6 77 
Oct. 13  80 
Oct. 20  120 
Oct. 27  105 

Liturgists  
Nov. 3 Chris Kailipaka 
Nov. 10 Ethel Martin 
Nov. 17 Ashlynn Elder 
Nov. 24  Jan Weems  
  

Finance Counters   
Nov. 3 Joan Lindeman 
Nov. 10 Sterling Martin 
Nov. 17 Tad Wooten 
Nov. 24 Burt Herrmann 
  

Trustee Counters  
Nov. 3 Renee Byrom 
Nov. 10 Edmund Strickler 
Nov. 17 Jim Callis 
Nov. 24 Ted Lindeman 
 

Children’s Church Teachers 
Nov. 3 Carrie Self 
Nov. 10 Marsha Hoelting 
Nov. 17 Jan Weems 
Nov. 24 Lorine Hackebeil 

The Newsletter can be seen in full 
COLOR online at  

www.fumchondo.com. 

Worship Assistants 

Our Prayer Concerns 
John Armstrong 

Brian Blake 
Ralene Bodovinitz 

Linda Butler 
Dale Callis 

Claire Carver 
Ruth Ann Driskill 

Debbie Dryden 
Jessica Gauna 
Ralph Gilliam 

Steve Hackebeil 
Jamy Halliburton 
Tracy Halliburton  

Lloyd Hoelting 
Doris Jackson 

Wilbur Lehmberg 
Jody Lutz 

Mary Marsh 
Rosa Martinez 

Rudy Quintanilla 
Roy Rivera 

J.D. Schmidt 
Barbara Simons 

Cody Smith 
John Southwell 

Donald 'Rusty' Wainscott 
Mary Ruth Fisher Wingo 

Mary Zdeb 
 

Nursing Home 
Betty Cogburn 
Joe Kailipaka 
Darlene Nagle 

 

Our Troops: 
Erik Arias 

William E. Bryant 
Emerson Cooper  

Joe Frank Garcia, III 
Kevin Rothe 

Bryan Thompson 

Building Use 
This is just a reminder to 

everyone who uses the church 
facilities...Please be sure to 
contact the church office to 
schedule any events, no mat-
ter how small or how short 
they might be.  When you do 
use the facilities, please be 
sure to press ‘cancel hold’ on 
the thermostat when you leave 
to return it to the scheduled 
temperature. Also, be sure to 
check that all lights are turned 
off, including the restrooms 
and that all doors are locked. 



 

 



 

 

Friends Academy 
October was fire 

prevention month. Friends 
Academy enjoyed a visit from 
the Hondo Volunteer Fire 
Department with special guests, 
Jim Callis, Joshua Bruhn, and 
Pastor J Paul. They learned 
about the different ways fire 
fighters help us and some 
valuable fire safety tips. The 
students loved seeing the fire 
truck and getting to climb on it.  

In November the students 
look forward to going to Graff 
7A Ranch on November 13 and 
5th year "Family Fiesta Feast" 
on November 14.  

Mark your calendars for 
our annual BBQ lunch 
fundraiser on December 8. 
Tickets go on sale soon!  

Safe Gatherings Recertification Process 
Rio Texas Child, Youth, and Vulnerable Adult Safety Policy 

Recertification Steps We are excited to celebrate the first two years 
of the Trusted con Confianza certification ministry for the Rio Texas 
Conference. In the past two years we saw, over 6,000 individuals 
complete their certification. Certification lasts two years.  

Prior to the expiration of your certification, Safe Gatherings staff 
will contact you regarding your upcoming renewal. You will receive 
renewal notifications 45 days, 21 days, and the day of your 
certification expiration. You will follow a similar three step process 
for recertification. Please note, while the steps are the same, the 
content, curriculum, and time required is different.  

For recertification you must complete the steps in the following 
order:  
 Step One - Complete your renewal application with Safe 

Gatherings (safegatherings.com). This application includes your 
background check and 3 reference checks. Remember: You are 
asked to provide a personal and a clergy/vocational reference 
in addition to your church/organization’s designated reference, 
which is sent automatically. Please let your references know 
that they will receive an email from Safe Gatherings. The 
reference will take 2-3 minutes of their time and is an essential 
part of the certification process.  

 Step Two - Complete Safe Gatherings online training course and 
test. This is a 60-90 minute presentation of information on 
safety guidelines and best practices as defined by the state of 
Texas. Persons will take a test at the end of this training.  

 Step Three - Attend a Trusted con Confianza Recertification 
Facilitated Session. Prior to your certification expiration, you 
can choose to attend:  

1. A recertification facilitated session: These sessions are 
interactive and live conversations. These 60-minute 
sessions will be offered via monthly online webinars, and 
at a limited number of districtwide in-person sessions 
throughout the conference during the year. Please note: 
you will be invited to register for a recertification session 
following your completion of steps one and two.  

2. Any regular facilitated session: These 2-hour interactive 
trainings are offered online and in person throughout the 
year. For training dates and times, check out: 
riotexas.org/safetrainings.  



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 
 

  
 

 

1 
 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
J.Paul & Marion Bruhn’s 

Open House 
2-5pm - 612 34th St. 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Be sure to turn your clocks back  
when you go to bed on Saturday, Nov. 2nd 

3  All Saints Sunday 
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Adult Sunday 

School  
10:00am-Communion  
10:30am-Children’s 

Church 
 

4 
 
 

5 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
4:00pm-Food Pantry 

Bldg. Meeting 
7:00pm-Scout Troop 

370 Meeting 

6 
 
9:30am-UMW Meeting 

@ Sandy Callis’ 
6:00pm-Choir Practice 
6:00pm-Cub Scout 

Meeting 
 
 
 

7 
 
9:00am-Backpack 

Ministry 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
 

8 
      
10:00am-Women’s 

Bible Study - Chapel 
 

9 

10       
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Adult Sunday 

School  
10:00am-Worship  
10:30am-Children’s 

Church 
 

11 
 

Veterans Day 

12 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
7:00pm-Scout Troop 

370 Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
6:00pm-Choir Practice 
6:00pm-Cub Scout 

Meeting 
 
 

14 
 
9:00am-Backpack 

Ministry 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
 
Substitute in Office 

15 

 
16 

17      
 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Adult Sunday 

School  
10:00am-Worship  
10:30am-Children’s 

Church 
AED & CPR Video 

Presentation 

18 
 
6:00pm-Finance 

Committee Meeting 

19 
 
Newsletter article 

deadline 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
7:00pm-Scout Troop 

370 Meeting 
 
 

20 
 
6:00pm-Choir Practice 
6:00pm-Cub Scout 

Meeting 

21 
 
9:00am-Backpack 

Ministry 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
 

22 23 
Christmas in God’s 

Country 
 

24 Stewardship 
Sunday 

 
8:30am-Fellowship 
9:00am-Adult Sunday 

School  
10:00am-Worship 
10:30am-Children’s 

Church 
11:30am-Thanksgiving 

Lunch  
Decorate for Advent/

Christmas 
  

25 
 
6:00pm-Trustee 

Meeting  
 
 
 
 

26 
 
9:00am-Walk Aerobics 
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch 
7:00pm-Scout Troop 

370 Meeting 

27 
 
9:00am-Newsletter 

Prep & Mail 
6:00pm-Choir Practice 
6:00pm-Cub Scout 

Meeting 

28 
 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving Day 
Office Closed 

 
 

29 30 

First United Methodist Church 

(830) 584-0300 
 www.fumchondo.com 
fumchondo@gmail.com 



 

 

Ministry Meetings 
UM Women 

1st Wednesday - 9:30 am 
Medina County Food Pantry 

  1st Tuesday - 4:00 pm 
Walk Aerobics 

Tuesdays & Thursdays - 9:00 am 
Sit & Stretch 

Tuesdays & Thursdays - 10:00 am 

 
Join us on Sunday   

8:30 am - Fellowship Time 
9:00 am - Adult Sunday School 

10:00 am - Worship Service 
10:30 am - Children’s Church  

Methodist Websites: 
First United Methodist, Hondo 

http://www.fumchondo.com/ 
Hill Country District UMC  

http://hcdumc.org/ 
Rio Texas Conference  

http://riotexas.org/ 
United Methodist Church  

http://www.umc.org/ 

First United Methodist Church 
“Serving Him by serving others.” 

(830) 584-0300  fumchondo@gmail.com 
www.fumchondo.com  

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places  
you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.     John Wesley 

Important Dates 
Sat., Nov. 2 -  2 to 5 pm, Open House @ Parsonage 

Sun., Nov. 3 - All Saints Sunday  
Mon., Nov. 18 - 6:00 pm, Finance Committee Meeting 

Sat., Nov. 23 - Christmas in God’s Country 
Sun., Nov. 24 - Stewardship Sunday 

11:30 am, Thanksgiving Lunch 
Decorate the Sanctuary for Advent Season 

Thurs., Nov. 28 - Thanksgiving Day - Offices Closed 

http://www.fumchondo.com
http://hcdumc.org/
http://riotexas.org/
http://www.umc.org/
http://www.fumchondo.com

