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It seems the
seasons follow each other faster
and faster. Christmas
decorations were still on the
shelves when Valentine candy,
plush animals, and coffee cups
took over the local Wal-Mart.
Seven weeks of chocolate and
artificial roses. And all this in
preparation for February 14.
Valentine’s Day – what
comes to mind are chocolates,
roses and pink stationary and
other frilly stuff. This does not
seem to be very attractive to
guys. Is there a redeeming
purpose in celebrating this day?
So I decided to do some
research and learn more about
the “Hallmark-holiday”
Valentine’s Day. The following
quote is taken from “On This
Day,” a Devotional by Morgan,
R. J. (2000), 365 amazing and
inspiring stories about saints,
martyrs & heroes (electronic
ed.). Nashville: Thomas Nelson
Publishers.
“Legends have occasionally
crept into Christian history.
Stories of some of the early
martyrs, for example, handed
down orally, have sometimes
become embellished and
romanticized. Such is the story of
St. Valentine.
Two Valentines are actually
described in the early church, but
they likely refer to the same man
— a priest in Rome during the
reign of Emperor Claudius II.
According to tradition, Valentine,
having been imprisoned and
beaten, was beheaded
on February 14, about 270,
along the Flaminian Way.
Sounds romantic to you? How
then did his martyrdom become a
day for lovers and flowers, candy

and little poems
reading Roses are red … ?
According to legends handed
down, Valentine undercut an
edict of Emperor Claudius.
Wanting to more easily recruit
soldiers for his army, Claudius
had tried to weaken family ties by
forbidding marriage. Valentine,
ignoring the order, secretly
married young couples in the
underground church. These
activities, when uncovered, led to
his arrest.
Furthermore, Valentine had a
romantic interest of his own.
While in prison he became friends
with the jailer’s daughter, and
being deprived of books he
amused himself by cutting shapes
in paper and writing notes to her.
His last note arrived on the
morning of his death and ended
with the words “Your Valentine.”
In 496 February 14 was named
in his honor. By this time
Christianity had long been
legalized in the empire, and many
pagan celebrations were being
“christianized.” One of them, a
Roman festival named
Lupercalia, was a celebration of
love and fertility in which young
men put names of girls in a box,
drew them out, and celebrated
lovemaking. This holiday was
replaced by St. Valentine’s Day
with its more innocent customs of
sending notes and sharing
expressions of affection.
Does any real truth lie behind
the stories of St. Valentine?
Probably. He likely conducted
underground weddings and sent
notes to the jailer’s daughter. He
might have even signed them
“Your Valentine.” And he
probably died for his faith in
Christ. ...”
(Continued on page 2)

Morgan has done the
research for us and it is now up
to us to follow through with the
application of truth in our lives.
Application number 1:
Valentine did what was right in
the eyes of the LORD, even
when society frowned upon
him. He got in trouble for
upholding the moral principle
of marriage, a covenant
between one man and one
woman in devotion to and to
the glory of GOD Almighty.
Emperor Claudius purposefully
weakened the concept of family
and out of his faithfulness to
the King of kings Valentine
opposed the emperor’s decree.
We can take it for granted
that we will be at odds with our
society whenever we uphold
the standards of Christ and the
truly Methodist concept of
holiness. Set yourself apart for
GOD and see how others will
set their sights on you trying to
stop you from following Christ
whole-heartedly.
Application number 2:
roughly two hundred years
later the early church claimed a
heathen holiday and reworked
it unashamedly to the glory of
GOD. Since Psalm 19 and other
passages teach us that all
creation is meant to point
towards the Creator and to lead
us into worship we need to
learn from the early church and
claim our surroundings for
Christ. JESUS is the Alpha and
the Omega, the beginning and
the end and there is no one like
Him.
Knowing the history behind
Valentine’s Day is giving us the
opportunity to share with coworkers and friends about the
love of Christ that caused a
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humble priest to put his life on
the line for the Kingdom of our
Savior. We can share that love
by sharing the truth about
CHRIST’s agape love. Agape
love is the power that moves us
to respond to someone else’s
needs with no expectation of
reward.
A proper way to celebrate
Valentine’s Day is to show
unconditional and undeserved
love to someone in need. May
GOD bless you as you ponder
who to bless and how to bless.
What a great way to make
Christ known.
In Christ’s Unfailing Love
Pastor J. Paul <><

Children’s Church
We are beginning our
second month of Trackers of
Faith curriculum
and it seems to
be going very
well (after
ironing out a few technological
issues). Parents, be sure and
ask your children to share
their take home card with you.
They contain a synopsis of the
lesson, a question and answer
section and a memory verse.
Also, you are encouraged to
visit Seedbedkids.com for free
resources, including animated
videos and character podcasts
to enjoy as a family.
Feb. 23 - NO CHILDREN'S SS
Margie Strickler,
Education Director

Our youth group has
started meeting on Sundays
after the worship service. All
our 6th - 12th grade youth are
invited to attend. (There will
be no UMYF on Feb. 16 due to
Mid-Winter Retreat, see
below.) We are thankful for all
who are attending and for the
pastor and his family who are
leading the group. More
volunteers to cook/provide
lunch on Sundays are needed.
Please contact the church
office.
Mid-Winter Retreat is
happening February 14 to 16
at Mt. Wesley in Kerrville.
There is a link on our website
to the application and you can
also go to https://
movementministries.com/
revive-winter/ to get more
details and even find a list of
what to bring.
We are planning to leave
on the 14th of February as soon
after school as possible, stop
for supper on the way and
spend three days with youth
from all over South Central
Texas.
At the bottom of your
online application for winter
camp you can mark that you
are with First UMC of Hondo
with Pastor J.P. Bruhn and we
will write one check for the
whole group. The cost is
$165.00 per person. Please let
me know if you need a partial
or complete scholarship.

UMW News
The Hondo UMW meets
on February 5 at the
home of Janice
Highsmith (1207 28th Street)
at 9:30 am. The program will
be presented by Joan Lindeman
and Sondra Burris. Betty
Gilliam will bring the 5-minute
response.
Thank you to the members
who provided refreshments for
the District Leadership
Training on January 18. There
was ample food for the
attendees and plenty of
compliments given for the tasty
goodies!
The United Methodist
Women are once again
providing the Lenten
Lunches. We plan to share a
weekly meal with our
community and church
members. Help us welcome our
neighbors into our church for a
meal and fellowship. Everyone
in the church is invited to join
us in reaching out to let others
know more about us.
Volunteers are needed to
prepare drinks, cook beans or
cornbread, or visit with our
guests. I hope everyone will
join us in serving our
community!

Food Drive February 2
The January contribution to
the Food Pantry was 165.05
pounds. Our Food Drive
continues on Communion
Sunday, February 2. Remember
to bring your items so that we
can bump up our donation to
200 pounds!
Thank you to everyone for
opening your hearts to this
ministry. The donation bins
will be in the narthex for your
convenience. Thank you also to
those who contribute
financially allowing the
purchase of goods
to stock the
shelves!
Mark Your Calendars…

VBS 2020
Our Vacation Bible School is
scheduled for July 13-16 from
1:00 - 4:00 pm. If you are
planning on helping please be
sure to complete your Safe
Gatherings training (the links
are on our website in the
Announcements section).

UMW Blesses Local Groups
Martha Nell Allen
and Joan Lindeman
present a UMW
donation to Debbie
Southwell of H.A.N.K.
(Helping Abused and
Neglected Kids).

Online Giving
In order to be more in tune
with current trends, you now
have an opportunity to give
electronically. Contributors are
able to click a link on our
website www.fumchondo.com
or download the GivePlus+
from the app stores on their
cell phones. You will be
prompted to set-up a login and
contribution information. If
you have any questions, please
feel free to call the church
office, 830.584.0300.
As always you are welcome
to place your contribution in
the collection plate on
Sundays. We hope this helps
simplify your giving.

Scripture Focus
We started a new series for
the year where the sermon
topics during worship are
following the stories the
children are hearing in
Children’s Church. The focus
for each Sunday is included
here for those that would like
to read ahead.
Feb. 2- Abraham and Isaac
Genesis 21:1 to 22:19
Feb. 9 - Abraham & Melchizedek
Genesis 14:18-20;
Hebrews 7:1-3
Feb. 16 - Jacob
Genesis 27 - 28
Feb. 23 - Leah
Genesis 29:16-30;
Genesis 49:29-33

Dear Members of FUMC,
We would like to express
our love and gratitude to our
Church Family for the
multitude of prayers lifted up
for Steve and the kindness
shown to our family.
During the last two years as
he battled cancer, our hearts
were touched by your calls,
your cards offering words of
encouragement and your
messages of loving concern for
his well-being.
We have been surrounded
and supported by your prayers
every step of journey. You
gladly rejoiced with us when
the prognosis looked bright
and comforted us when the
road became rough. Though we
miss his daily presence in our
lives, we are assured he is
healthy and whole once again,

watching over us from Heaven
above.
We look forward to a
glorious reunion with him
some day, in God’s time. Our
faith in God is strong and we
Thank Him for giving us two
more years of memorable and
treasured time with our family
in his cherished role as
husband, father and
grandfather.
We are blessed and forever
grateful we belong to this
Church Family.
Thank you again for your
love for Steve and our family.
God Bless You All,
Lorine and Family
Dear Ladies,
Thank you all so very much
for the delicious cookies served
at the reception following
Steve’s Memorial Service. He
would have enjoyed sampling a
few from each plate or taking
some home to enjoy later!!

You truly are Caring
Committees and we appreciate
your loving touch shown to
everyone present and most
importantly, your preparation
for the reception.
Blessings and Love,
Lorine and Family

To All,
I wish to thank all of you,
not only for the opportunity to
be of some sage service, but
then to be surprised by being
compensated for it.
It truly was my pleasure to
provide my services and I wish
to thank you for your
generosity.
Ron Barbutti

Safe Gatherings Recertification Process
To those who are currently Safe Gatherings certified,
Our certification lasts for two years, and most of our certifications will expire
in mid- February, 2020. You will or have received an email notification stating
that you have 45 days to complete the renewal process. If you have not received
that email and you want to have your certification renewed, you must:
1. Go to www. SafeGatherings.com and use the log-in you used 2 years ago, or create one. The
application process and back-ground checks must be done again, and you will need two references.
2. There is a fee that will be billed to the church. Please let Shannon know if you're asked to pay for the
background check personally.
3. Do the training on this website (about 2 hours) and take the quiz at the end. You don't have to wait
for your application to be processed to begin the training.
4. When you finish the Safe Gatherings training, you'll be directed to riotexas.org/renewal. The training
at that site is termed 'Recertification Facilitated Sessions'. These are 60 minute webinar sessions for
individuals to watch on their computers. If you would rather do this is a group setting, see #5 below.
5. On Saturday, Feb. 8, from 2-3 pm, a Safe Gatherings Webinar will be held in Fellowship Hall. This is
the third and final portion of training, and you'll need to have completed #1-3 above to attend this
webinar. Let Tricia Boll or Shannon know if you plan to attend this webinar so we will have ample
seating.

Lay Leader Letter
In the last three
months, I’ve observed a
renewed energy within
this church body. We
ended 2019 with a bang in
church attendance at the
Children’s Christmas program
and the Christmas Eve
service—175 and 180 in
attendance respectively. A new
group of adults helped with
Children’s Christmas program
and Director Emily Duron was
so excited to discover the
untapped talents available in
our new members.
We have more children in
the worship service attending
Young Disciples Time and
Children’s Church, and we now
have a Youth Group! Our
committees are staffed with
new members and most have
met or will have met by the end
of January. At Equipping the
Saints, some of those new
committee members
will be trained for
service on their
committees.
Safe Gatherings
renewal certification is
on the agenda for
February when our 35+
members who are
currently certified to
work with children,
youth, and vulnerable

adults will have to be recertified and back-ground
checked.
We have begun a long-term
sermon series with the Holy
Bible as the focal point. Pastor
J. Paul will lead us in an exciting
adventure to learn what the
Holy Scriptures say, and the
Children’s Church is teaching
our kids the same Scripture
lessons each week (go to
Seedbed Kids.com/Trackers for
more information).
By the end of January, the
new church directory will go to
the printer. Lots of exciting
things are happening in our
church. May 2020 be the most
Christ-centered year yet for
FUMC Hondo!
Pictured below are children
participating in the Young
Disciples Time during worship.
They look forward to their time
with Pastor J. Paul.

Financial Report

Jan. - Dec, 2019
2019 Budget: $313,166.00
General Fund
Income:
Expense:
Balance:

$ 9,912.88
315,483.20
300,111.79
$ 25,284.29

Building Fund
Income:
Expenses:
Balance:

$140,895.89
25,206.16
134,585.06
$ 31,516.99

Memorial Fund
Income:
Expenses:
Balance:

$17,543.08
2,699.94
1,399.90
$18,843.12

Altar Fund
Income:
Expenses:
Balance:

$1,640.77
1.44
200.00
$1,442.21

Scholarship
Income:
Balance:

$32,999.45
_ 475.95
$33,475.40

~~~~~~~~
2020 Approved Budget:
$322,099.00
($26,841.60/month)
2020 Pledges Received:
34 Families
General Fund Pledges
$145,275.00
Building Fund Pledges
$9,600.00

In Memoriam...
The following memorials
have been received:
In Memory of:
Bettie Cogburn
Ken & Nola Hanson
Glenn & JoLynn Bragg
Bob Ross
Ken & Nola Hanson
Darlene Nagle
Nola & Ken Hanson
Glenn & JoLynn Bragg
Hondo Victory Lodge 161 c/o
Loraine Miller
John Batot
Ethel Martin
Pete & Terry Angermiller
Nola & Ken Hanson
Wilbur Lehmberg
Bryan & Sherry Hartnett
Steve Hackebeil
Doris Schueling
Georgia Ann Pope
Hilo & Candace Del Bosque
Bill & Helen Halliburton
Don & Terry Faseler
Dennis & Susan Herrmann
Ethel Martin
Florine Carman
Gale & Claudia Long
Kimberly & Cliff Reed
Doug & Laura Faseler
Ralph & Betty Gilliam
Mike & Jan Weems
Marcy & Tom Rothe
Martha Nell Allen
Glenn & JoLynn Bragg
Bryan & Sherry Hartnett
Richard & Sandi Schweers
Our condolences to the families
on the loss of their loved one.

The Newsletter can be seen in full
COLOR online at
www.fumchondo.com.

Worship Assistants
Liturgists
Feb. 2- Miles Hutson
Feb. 9 - Jack Burris
Feb. 16 - Youth
Feb. 23 - Bob Hart
Finance Counters
Feb. 2- Joan Lindeman
Feb. 9- Virgil Boll
Feb. 16 - Tricia Boll
Feb. 23 Trustee Counters
Feb. 2 - Billy Stroud
Feb. 9 - Jim Callis
Feb. 16 - Mike Weems
Feb. 23 - Renee Byrom
Children’s Church Teachers
Feb. 2 - Emily Duron
Feb. 9 - Margie Strickler
Feb. 16 - Sandy Hutson
Feb. 23 - No Children’s Church
Sermon Focus
Feb. 2- Abraham and Isaac
Genesis 21:1 to 22:19
Feb. 9 - Abraham & Melchizedek
Genesis 14:18-20;
Hebrews 7:1-3
Feb. 16 - Jacob
Genesis 27 - 28
Feb. 23 - Leah
Genesis 29:16-30;
Genesis 49:29-33

Worship Attendance

Jan. 5
Jan. 12
Jan. 19
Jan. 26

115
104
115
97

Our Prayer Concerns
In sympathy to the families and
friends of Ralene Bodovinitz.
Brian Blake
Sondra Burris
Linda Butler
Claire Carver
Ruth Ann Driskill
Debbie Dryden
Gizmo Freeman
Jessica Gauna
Ralph Gilliam
Jamy Halliburton
Tracy Halliburton
Doris Jackson
Chris Kailipaka
Mary Marsh
Rosa Martinez
Ora Lee Muennink
Rudy Quintanilla
Roy Rivera
J.D. Schmidt
Doug Self
Barbara Simons
Cody Smith
John Southwell
Shaylene Voigt
Linda Wheiles
Mary Ruth Fisher Wingo
Kathy Yale
Mary Zdeb
Nursing Home
Joe Kailipaka

Our Troops:
Erik Arias
William E. Bryant
Joe Frank Garcia, III
Kevin Rothe
In sympathy to the family and
friends of Ralene Bodovinitz
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2

3

8:30am-Fellowship
9:00am-Adult Sunday
School
10:00am-Communion
10:30am-Children’s
Church

4

5

6

9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch
4:00pm-Food Pantry
Board Meeting
7:00pm-Scout Troop
370 Meeting

9:30am-UMW @ Janice
Highsmith’s home
6:00pm-Choir Practice
6:00pm-Cub Scout
Meeting

9:00am-Backpack
Ministry
9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch

11

12

13

9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch
7:00pm-Scout Troop
370 Meeting

6:00pm-Choir Practice
6:00pm-Cub Scout
Meeting

9:00am-Backpack
Ministry
9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch

7

8

14

15

Groundhog Day
9

10

8:30am-Fellowship
9:00am-Adult Sunday
School
10:00am-Worship
10:30am-Children’s
Church
11:30am-UMYF

Happy Valentine’s Day

UMYF Mid-Winter Retreat
16

17

8:30am-Fellowship
9:00am-Adult Sunday
School
10:00am-Worship
10:30am-Children’s
Church

18

19

20

21

22

Newsletter Article
Deadline
9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch
7:00pm-Scout Troop
370 Meeting

6:00pm-Choir Practice
6:00pm-Cub Scout
Meeting

9:00am-Backpack
Ministry
9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch

26

27

28

29

9:00am-Backpack
Ministry
9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch

8:00am-Stategos
Church Security
Training

8:00am-Stategos
Church
Security
Training

UMYF Mid-Winter
Retreat
23

24

25

8:30am-Fellowship
9:00am-Adult Sunday
School
10:00am-Worship
NO Children’s Church
11:30am-New Member
Luncheon

6:00pm-Board of
Trustees Meeting

9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch
7:00pm-Scout Troop
370 Meeting

8:30am-Newsletter Prep
& Mail
6:00pm-Worship Service

First United Methodist Church
“Serving Him by serving others.”

(830) 584-0300 fumchondo@gmail.com
www.fumchondo.com

Join us on Sunday
8:30 am - Fellowship Time
9:00 am - Adult Sunday School
10:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Children’s Church

Ministry Meetings

Important Dates

Sun., Feb. 2 - 10:00 am, Communion Sunday/Food Drive
Tues., Feb. 4 - 6:00 pm, Administrative Council Meeting
Wed., Feb. 5 - 9:30 am, UMW Meeting
Sat., Feb. 8 - 2:00 pm, Safe Sanctuaries Training Webinar
Feb. 14-16 - UMYF @ Mid-Winter Retreat @ Mt. Wesley
Sun, Feb. 16 - No UMYF Meeting
Sun., Feb. 23 - New Member Luncheon
No Children’s Church
Wed., Feb. 26 - 6:00 pm, Ash Wednesday Service
Feb. 28-29 - 8:00 am, Church Security Training

UM Women
1st Wednesday - 9:30 am
Medina County Food Pantry
1st Tuesday - 4:00 pm
Walk Aerobics
Tuesdays & Thursdays - 9:00 am
Sit & Stretch
Tuesdays & Thursdays - 10:00 am

Methodist Websites:
First United Methodist, Hondo
http://www.fumchondo.com/
Hill Country District UMC
http://hcdumc.org/
Rio Texas Conference
http://riotexas.org/
United Methodist Church
http://www.umc.org/

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can,
at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.
John Wesley

