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@ Church Anywhere
Rev. J. Paul Bruhn
It’s that time again, covid-19
or not, I am sitting at my desk
preparing another Pastor’s
Pondering for our monthly
newsletter. We all are smack in
the middle of fifteen days of
voluntary isolation to curb the
spread of this new virus into a
level that will allow our health
system to take care of those
who are struck most severely
with that sickness.
Last Sunday was the first
time ever we “had church” only
on the internet with hundreds
of people watching our service
at their convenience. It felt
strange leading worship and
preaching to an empty
sanctuary with just two
attendees. As you may have
concluded “social distancing”
was not a problem.
While our routine might
have been disturbed, we were
more successful spreading the
good news of Jesus Christ and
inviting people to consider the
marvelous love and covenant
faithfulness of our Savior and
LORD Jesus Christ. Instead of
being fearful and annoyed we
can be thankful that we could
connect to people all over the
globe. I received comments
from friends in Australia and
Germany. Little First United
Methodist Church of Hondo can
now claim to have an
international ministry sharing
the Gospel.
I must confess that I am a
sucker for free T-shirts. So I
pick them up wherever I go, just
in case I need to help paint a
house, change the oil, etc. The

one in the picture above I
picked up quite a while back at
annual conference. I am
currently wearing it as a
reminder that our temporary
new normal is a great way to
make the presence of GOD
known wherever we are. Dorm
room, hospital bed, nursing
home facility under lockdown,
apartment, RV, home, or even
office, we can dial in and center
ourselves on the truth of GOD.
Two Scripture passages are
moving me in the moment.
Matthew 18:20 reminds us,
“For where two or three gather
together as my followers, I am
there among them.” So big
crowds might be appealing and
big churches are exciting, but
they are not necessary to
experience our personal
relationship with Jesus Christ.
Services over the internet can
connect you to like-minded
people, worshipping the living
GOD, while at the same time
helping the effort to keep our
communities safe.
By the same token we might
be grieving a little that we have
lost our usual Sunday morning
(Continued on page 2)

routine. We love to hang out
together, check on each other,
have food and fellowship. And
one simple declaration by the
Governor makes all this
disappear. Could it be that we
have become a little too
comfortable with each other
and not really harking the call
of the LORD to go out to the
highways and byways inviting
everybody to the wedding feast
of the lamb? Maybe it was time
for us to be nudged out of our
comfort zone. Jesus says, “I tell
you the truth, unless a kernel of
wheat is planted in the soil and
dies, it remains alone. But its
death will produce many new
kernels—a plentiful harvest of
new lives.” John 12:24. While
we are disbursed from our
normal routine and pew in the
sanctuary let us pray for a
harvest of souls. Be blessed as
you make the LORD known
wherever you are.
In CHRIST’s Unfailing Love
Pastor J. Paul <><

Lay Leader Letter
By: Tricia Boll
Highlights of
Equipping the Saints,
continued.
In the report published by
Texas Methodist Foundation,
God’s Mixed Ecology: The
Changing Spiritual Landscape,
several churches were sited for
their innovative efforts to meet
the needs of their communities.
The Gathering in St. Louis
(gatheringnow.org) is one
church with four locations, one
of which is online. Each site is
unique to its context, two of
which have repurposed church
space to launch a new
worshiping community. Floris
UMC in Virginia (florisumc.org)
offers three sites for
worshipers and is deeply
committed to social
transformation work in each of
the communities where they
are located. St Paul’s UMC
(stpaulumcdallas.com), a
historically African American
congregation, together with
First UMC Dallas
(firstchurchdallas.org) in
downtown Dallas, a
predominantly Anglo
congregation, are collaborating
with neighbors, community
leaders and churches for
prayer in order to raise
awareness about racial and
justice issues. These are
examples of traditional
churches finding new ways to
engage their communities and
continue to grow and serve.
Some examples of
innovative faith communities
(new ways and new settings for
worship to attract those who
are spiritual but not religious)
include Union Coffee House in

Dallas (uniondallas.org),
Gastrochurch in Houston
(gastrochurch.org) and Simple
Church in Massachusetts
(simpleumc.org). White Rock
UMC (wrumc.org) launched
Owenwood Farm and Neighbor
Space which serves those in the
neighborhood who are facing
food insecurity. There is a fouracre farm with fresh produce, a
mid-week worship experience
around a meal and numerous
community partnerships for
social transformation for those
in the community. White Rock
UMC was on the brink of
closure until it reinvented itself,
In addition to the urban garden,
they have become a community
hub with a yoga studio, theater
school, and a vibrant Sunday
worship all for the sake of
meeting people where they live
and helping them know what it
means to be the Body of Christ in
a tangible way.
The mission of the Church,
to make disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of
the world, has not changed.
There are many ways for
churches to go about this
mission. Our goal is to
understand our mission field
and direct our resources in new
and innovative ways that help
transform the lives of the
people in our community, and
in turn transform our
community. Only through the
power of the Holy Spirit and
our willingness to follow Jesus
will we impact our community
for good.
Lord, guide us, we ask in
Jesus’ name. Amen.

Easter Breakfast
A sign-up sheet for
breakfast foods for Easter
morning will be in the church
foyer on Palm Sunday, April 5.

Holy Week Schedule
Depending on the situation
with the coronavirus, our
schedule for Holy Week and
Easter will be:

Palm Sunday, April 5
Procession of Palms
10:00 am Worship
Good Friday, April 10
Service of Darkness
6:00 pm
Easter Sunday, April 12
8:30 am, Easter Breakfast
9:30 am, Easter Egg Hunt
10:00 am, Worship Outdoors

Easter Egg Hunt
Easter is Sunday, April 12th.
We are asking for donations of
filled plastic Easter Eggs for the
Easter Egg Hunt. These eggs
can be dropped off at the
church office through Holy
Thursday, April 9. Thank you
for your generosity and help.
Just a reminder for kids
ages 0 - 5th grade
….on Easter (April
12) bring your basket
for the Easter Egg
hunt at 9:30 am!

Annual Church Picnic
The City of Hondo has
begun rescheduling all
impending activities at the City
Park which includes our
Annual Church Picnic. We were
scheduled for Sunday, May 3
but have moved to October 18.
If we are able to have large
gatherings in May, the City will
let us have that date back if we
want to have our picnic that
day. Thank you for your
understanding.

Check the church website
for updates/changes to plans,
www.fumchondo.com or call
the church office, 830-5840300.

No matter what the situation is this year,
we wish all of you joy and peace.
Happy Easter!

Time to Order your Easter Lily!

Easter Lilies will decorate the Sanctuary for Easter Service and can be placed in
memory or in honor of a loved one. This year they will be $10.00 each. Please place
your order by Palm Sunday and your dedication will be listed in the Easter bulletin.
I would like to order (#) ______ X $10.00 = _____________ (check or cash attached).
Dedication: __In Honor __ In Memory of ________________________________________
__In Honor __ In Memory of ________________________________________
__In Honor __ In Memory of ________________________________________
Other: _________________________________________________________
By: _______________________________________________________________________

UMW News
The following
information depends on
the Coronavirus
situation. The final decision of
having a meeting will be made
by March 30 or 31. The final
plans will appear on the FUMC
Facebook page, website and
through emails or phone calls.
The Hondo UMW plans to
meet on April 1 at 9:30 am. The
program, “A Call to Prayer and
Self-denial,” will be presented
by Ethel Martin. Martha Nell
Allen will bring the 5-minute
response.
A Day Apart planned for
April 18 in San Marcos has
been postponed until further
notice by the District executive
committee.
UMW hopes to have the last
Lenten Lunch on April 3. If you
haven’t joined UMW for a meal
yet, please try to come on April
3. The turnout for the first two
lunches was excellent! The food
is good and the fellowship is
outstanding. FUMC has made
several new friends through
this ministry. Everyone in the
church is invited to join us in
reaching out to let others know
more about us. Thank you to
the volunteers who have
stepped up to help with
preparing and serving the
meals. I hope everyone will join
us in serving our community!

Food Drive -April 5
The March contribution to
the Food Pantry was a gigantic
502.7 pounds! Thank you to
everyone who contributed to
the “haul” especially the
Security Training students who
were at church on Friday and

Saturday. Thank you Pastor J
Paul for putting out the word!
Our next Food Drive is on
Communion Sunday, April 5.
Your contributions are
promptly delivered on the
following Monday morning to
the Food Pantry. Please know
that everything you donate
goes directly to the shelves to
be used to fill the needs of the
Food Pantry clients. Thank you
to everyone for opening your
hearts to this ministry. The
donation bins will be in the
narthex for your convenience.
Thank you also to those who
contribute financially allowing
the purchase of
goods to stock the
shelves!
By the way, the
Food Pantry
volunteers and others have
been working moving in to the
new facility during March. This
is a very exciting time for
workers and clients as this new
building is a dream come true.

Accompanist Needed
We have an opening for an
accompanist, starting
whenever we are allowed to
gather together again. This
position is for an accompanist
on piano/organ for choir
practice and church services.
Salary is reflective of 5-6 hrs.
weekly, between practice and
services. Go to our website,
www.fumchondo.com or visit
1006 16th St. for a job
description and application.
Please share with anyone
you know
who might be
interested.

Online Giving
Since we are not having
services currently, you might
like to try giving online. You
can either click the link
“ONLINE GIVING” on
our website or go to
your mobile app
store and down-load
the GivePlus+ app.
If you click the link on our
website, you will be taken to
this screen:

You can make a contribution to any of the four funds we
have. The space to the side is
for any notes you would like to
include (ie. Memorial for John
Doe or Easter lily for J. Smith).
Simply enter the amount of the
donation you wish to make.
Then choose the frequency
by clicking the drop down
arrow on Donation Frequency
and make your selection.
Choose the date you would like
the donation to be made and
click the continue button.
The next screen will allow
you to input how you would
like to make this donation,
credit/debit card, checking or
savings. Enter your information. At the bottom, you have
the option of saving for future
use or continuing without
saving. To save your
information choose Select
Password. To continue without
saving: mark ‘I’m not a robot’
and click on Process. You are
done. Thank you!

Safe Gatherings is for
Everyone!
This title has a whole new
meaning since the coronavirus
chaos has struck. I hope
everyone is staying safe out
there. Now is the perfect time
to take the Safe Gatherings
training for those that are stuck
at home. In order to promote a
safe environment for our most
vulnerable, we encourage you
to take a few hours and do the
online training.
This is a three step process
and is all done online. If you do
not have access at home, feel
free to make an appointment to
use the church laptop and have
Shannon help you through the
process.
To begin go to www.safe
gatherings.com and create a log
-in. Fill in the required information for a background check
(the church covers the cost).
Then go through the training, it
only takes about an hour of
your time for this first training.
Once you have completed this
one, you will need to register
for the next one on https://
riotexas.org/safetrainings. This
training takes about two hours
of your time. After this is
complete and your background
check is complete you will be
certified for two years!! YAY!
Going through the training
raises your awareness of the
issues and gives you important
tools to report any abuse you
may become aware of. It is
important for all of us to
protect those that can’t protect
themselves.

Sweet Rest
By Carolyn Muennink
Try as I might...tossing and turning, pillow fluffing, turning and
tossing, pillow pounding...sometimes, I just can’t sleep. After
offering some good suggestions on how to get a better night’s sleep,
my doctor admitted that there was no “right way to sleep.”
There are a number of reasons why sleep eludes us, many of
which we can’t do anything about, but sometimes, (so I have been
told) unwanted wakefulness is caused by anxious thoughts, worry
and stress. It is then that the example of David in Psalm 4 can help.
Psalm 4
1 Hear me when I call,
O God of my righteousness!
You have given me relief when I was in distress;
have mercy on me, and hear my prayer.
2 O people, how long will you turn my glory into shame?
How long will you love vanity and seek after lies? Selah
3 Know that the Lord set apart the faithful for Himself;
the Lord hears when I call to Him.
4 Tremble in awe, and do not sin.
Commune with your own heart on your bed,
and be still. Selah
5 Offer sacrifices of righteousness,
and trust in the Lord.
6 Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?”
Lift up the light of Your face over us.
7 You have placed gladness in my heart
that is better than when their corn and their new wine abound.
8 I will both lie down in peace and sleep;
for You, Lord, make me dwell safely and securely.
He called out to God for mercy and for God to hear his prayer in
verse 1. He also, reminded himself that the Lord does hear us when
we call on him in verse 3. His suggestion in verse 4, was to mediate
on our bed and be still, setting our mind on God’s goodness, mercy
and love trusting in him (verse 5).
WOW! Maybe we should try that.
We pray, O Lord, that you put gladness and peace in our hearts.
Help us to trust in your goodness and love. Give us a spirit of rest and
quiet within, a calm buried deep within our soul. Amen.

Our Prayer Concerns
Judy Bryant
Sondra Burris
Claire Carver
Debbie Dryden
Jan Freeman
Ralph Gilliam
Tracy Halliburton
Helen Ann Jones
Mary Marsh
Rosa Martinez
Ora Lee Muennink
Kara Mumme
Roy Rivera
Yolanda Saldana
J.D. Schmidt
Shaylene Voigt
Kathy Yale
Mary Zdeb
Nursing Home:
Joe Kailipaka
Our Troops:
Erik Arias
William E. Bryant
Logan Dean
Joe Frank Garcia, III
Kevin Rothe

In Memoriam...
The following memorials
have been received:
In Memory of:
Steve Hackebeil
Dianne Irvin
Tim & Melissa Henson
Dianne Brown
Bobby Ward
Tom & Marcy Rothe
Wilbur Lehmberg
Glenn & JoLynn Bragg
Our condolences to the families
on the loss of their loved one.

Worship Attendance

March 1- 97
March 8 - 92
March 15 - 75
March 22 - 3 + 480 Online

Worship Assistants
These only apply if we have
our Worship Service at the
Church. Otherwise there will
be a video posted online.
Liturgists
Apr. 5 - Miles Hutson
Apr. 12 - Cassie Aelvoet
Apr. 19 - Youth - Elder Family
Apr. 26 - Betty Gilliam
Finance Counters
Apr. 5 - Counter Needed
Apr. 12 - Counter Needed
Apr. 19 - Counter Needed
Apr. 26 - Counter Needed
Trustee Counters
Apr. 5 - Brenda Prestage
Apr. 12 - Edmund Strickler
Apr. 19 - Jim Callis
Apr. 26 - Brenda Prestage

Children’s Church Teachers
April 5 - Sandy Hutson
April 12 - No Children’s Church
April 19 – Marcy Rothe
April 26 – Margie Strickler

Financial Report

February, 2020
2020 Budget: $322,099.00
Monthly: $26,841.60
General Fund
Income:
Expense:
Balance:

$31,547.64
19,591.18
25,681.70
$ 25,457.12

Building Fund
Income:
Balance:

$31,519.67
2.50
$31.522.17

Memorial Fund
Income:
Balance:

$15,751.53
3.17
$15,754.70

Altar Fund
Income
Balance:

Scholarship
Income:
Balance:

$842.33
0.10
$842.43

$33,506.59
_ 29.20
$33,535.79

2020 Pledges:
34 Families
General Fund Pledges
$146,475.00
Building Fund Pledges
$9,600.00
Mark Your Calendars…

A BIG heartfelt
thank you to Marion Bruhn, Helen
Halliburton and
Sandy Hutson for
working in the
office while I was on vacation.
It was very much appreciated.
Sincerely,
Shannon Rothe

The Newsletter can be seen in full
COLOR online at
www.fumchondo.com.

VBS 2020
Our Vacation Bible School
is scheduled for July 13-16
from 1:00 - 4:00 pm. If you are
planning on helping please be
sure to complete your Safe
Gatherings training, go to our
website in the Announcements
section for information.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

This calendar shows our regularly scheduled
activities, however due to the coronavirus
pandemic all activities are on hold.
We will be posting updates on our
Facebook Page and on our website as
the situation unfolds.
5

6

8:30am-Fellowship
9:00am-Adult Sunday
School
10:00am-Communion
10:30am-Children’s Church
11:30am-UMYF
12

Easter Sunday

13

He is Risen!

Wednesday
1

Thursday
2

9:30am-UMW
5:25pm-Bible Study
6:30pm-Choir Practice

Friday
3

Saturday
4

11:00am-1:00pm
Lenten Bean &
Cornbread Lunch

7

8

9

4:00pm-Food Pantry
Board Meeting
7:00pm-Scout Troop
370 Meeting

5:25pm-Bible Study
6:30pm-Choir Practice

14

15

16

9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch
7:00pm-Scout Troop
370 Meeting

5:25pm-Bible Study
6:30pm-Choir Practice

9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch

21

22

23

Newsletter Article
Deadline
9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch
7:00pm-Scout Troop
370 Meeting

5:25pm-Bible Study
6:30pm-Choir Practice

9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch

28

29

30

9:00am-Walk Aerobics
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch

8:30am-Newsletter Prep 9:00am-Walk Aerobics
& Mail
10:00am-Sit-n-Stretch
5:25pm-Bible Study
6:30pm-Choir Practice

10

11

6:00pm-Service of
Darkness

17

18

24

25

8:30am-Easter Breakfast
9:30am-Easter Egg Hunt
10:00am-Worship Outside

19

20

8:30am-Fellowship
9:00am-Adult Sunday
School
10:00am-Worship
10:30am-Children’s Church
11:30am-UMYF

26
8:30am-Fellowship
9:00am-Adult Sunday
School
10:00am-Worship
10:30am-Children’s Church
11:30am-UMYF

27

31

First United Methodist Church
“Serving Him by serving others.”

(830) 584-0300 ~ fumchondo@gmail.com
www.fumchondo.com

Join us on Sunday
8:30 am - Fellowship Time
9:00 am - Adult Sunday School
10:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Children’s Church
11:30 am - UMYF
Check the church website for
changes to our schedule

Ministry Meetings

But thanks be to God ,
who gives us the
victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Corinthians 15:57

UM Women
1st Wednesday - 9:30 am
Medina County Food Pantry
1st Tuesday - 4:00 pm
Walk Aerobics
Tuesdays & Thursdays - 9:00 am
Sit & Stretch
Tuesdays & Thursdays - 10:00 am

Methodist Websites:
First United Methodist, Hondo
http://www.fumchondo.com/
Hill Country District UMC
http://hcdumc.org/
Rio Texas Conference
http://riotexas.org/
United Methodist Church
http://www.umc.org/

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can,
at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.
John Wesley

