
 

He is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! 
Sunday, April 12, 2020 

 

Gathering Words: 
Leader: CHRIST the LORD is risen!   
People: He is risen, indeed! 
 

“Christ the Lord is Risen Today”    UMH# 302 
 

Opening Prayer: 
O Lord, your wondrous birth means nothing unless we are 
born again, your death and sacrifice mean nothing unless we 
die to sin, your resurrection means nothing if you be risen 
alone. 

Raise and exalt us, O Savior, both now to the estate of grace and hereafter to the state of 
glory; where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

“Up From the Grave He Arose”   UMH# 322 
 

First Reading: Luke 24:1-12 (ESV) 
1But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they 
had prepared. 2And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb,3but when they went in 
they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4While they were perplexed about this, behold, two 
men stood by them in dazzling apparel. 5And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to 
the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6He is not here, 
but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7that the Son of Man must 
be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” 8And they 
remembered his words, 9and returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven 
and to all the rest. 10Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and 
the other women with them who told these things to the apostles, 11but these words seemed to 
them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping 
and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and he went home marveling at what had 
happened. 
 

“Spirit of the Living God”   UMH# 393 
 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1–11 (ESV) 
1Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in 
which you stand, 2and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to 
you—unless you believed in vain. 3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to 
Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, 
most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to James, then 
to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the 
least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 
10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the 
contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with 
me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. 



 

 
MESSAGE: “Why It Matters” by Pastor J. Paul 
 
Prayer: 
(after each petition the leader will say, “LORD, in Your mercy…” 
And the congregants will respond, “Hear our prayer!”) 

God of power and majesty: 
With the rising of the sun you have raised Jesus Christ 
 and delivered him and us from death’s destruction. 
We praise you on this bright day for all your gifts of new life. 
Especially we thank you 
 for all victories over sin and evil in our lives . . . 
 for loyalty and love of friends and family . . . 
 for the newborn, the newly baptized, 
 and those now in your eternal home . . . 
 for the renewal of nature . . . 
 for the continuing witness of the church of Christ . . . 
God of eternity: 
You are present with us because of Christ’s rising from the dead, 
 and you persist in lifting us to new life in him. 
We bring to you our prayers for this world in need of resurrection. 
Especially we pray 
 for nations and peoples in strife . . . 
 for the poor and impoverished, at home and abroad . . . 
 for those we know in particular circumstances of distress . . . 
      for the diseased and the dying . . . 
      for all who follow the risen Christ . . . ; 
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

“He Lives”   UMH# 310 
 
Celebration of Holy Communion 
 
Prayer After Receiving 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us.  
Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others,  
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 
Benediction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


