
 

 
Worship Service  
Sunday, May 24, 2020 
Memorial Day 
 
 
 
 
Gathering Words: 
 Sing praises to God, O you saints, and give thanks to 

God’s holy name! 
We exalt you, O God, for you have restored us to life! 
 

 We may cry through the night, but your joy comes with the morning. 
You hear us, O God, and you are gracious in our distress. 
 You turn our mourning into dancing! 
Our souls cannot be silent!. 
O God, our Savior, we give thanks to you for ever! 
 
Opening Hymn: “Give Thanks”  
 
Opening Prayer: 

O God, our Guide and Guardian, You have led us apart from the busy world into the quiet of 
Your house. Grant us grace to worship You in Spirit and in truth, to the comfort of our souls and 
the upbuilding of every good purpose and holy desire. 

Enable us to do more perfectly the work to which You have called us, that we may not fear the 
coming of night, when we shall resign into Your hands the tasks which You have committed to us. 
So may we worship You not with our lips at this hour, but in word and deed all the days of our 
lives; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
  
Hymn: #405 “Seek Ye First” 
 
First Reading: Psalm 127 (NKJV) 
A Song of Ascents. Of Solomon. 
1Unless the Lord builds the house, They labor in vain who build it; Unless the Lord guards the city, The 
watchman stays awake in vain. 
2It is vain for you to rise up early, To sit up late, To eat the bread of sorrows; For so He gives His beloved 
sleep. 
3Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, The fruit of the womb is a reward. 
4Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, So are the children of one’s youth. 
5Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them; They shall not be ashamed, But shall speak with their 
enemies in the gate. 
 
Prayers of the People & Pastoral Prayer 
 
Hymn #534 “Be Still My Soul” 
 



 

Second Reading: Matthew 5:13–18 (NKJV) 
13“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for 
nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. 
14“You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 
15Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are 
in the house. 
16Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 
heaven. 
17“Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. 
18For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass 
from the law till all is fulfilled. 
 
Young Disciples: 
 
Message: “An Appeal to Heaven” by Pastor J. Paul Bruhn 
 
Community Prayer: 

O God, you have built your Church 
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone. 

Save the community of your people 
from cowardly surrender to the world, 

from rendering unto Caesar what belongs to you, 
and from forgetting the eternal gospel 

amid the temporal pressures of our troubled days. 
For the unity of the Church we pray, 

and for fellowship across the embittered lines of race and nation; 
to growth in grace, building in love, enlargement in service, 

increase in wisdom, faith, charity, and power, 
we dedicate our lives; 

through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
(Harry Emerson Fosdick, U.S.A., 20th Cent., alt.) 
 
Closing Hymn: #98 “To God Be the Glory” 
 
Benediction 
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