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The Pastor’s Pondering 
Rev.  J. Paul Bruhn 

It’s summer time! They 
consider 100 degrees not out of 
the ordinary and it promises to 
be a hot summer — in so many 
ways. Often people advise that 
one should not talk about 
religion or politics to keep 
conversations civilized. By the 
same token I am a pastor and 
hence it is my privilege and 
duty to bring religion — or 
better proper relationship with 
the divine — to the forefront of 
conversations and decisions. 
Add to that the idea that my 
ministry is to comfort the 
afflicted and to afflict the 
comfortable, you understand 
that my most likely place at the 
table is to sit between the 
chairs. 

Marion and I have lived over 
a quarter of a century in Texas. 
When we first arrived we were 
amazed by the kindness and 
friendliness of the folk we met. 
H.E.B. would be closed on July 
4th and everybody had to do 
last minute shopping. There 
would be a concert in one of the 
parks in Austin with a firework 
as the climax. People gathered 
not just peacefully, but joyfully, 
appreciating the tremendous 
gift of peace and justice our 
great nation has to offer. The 
hottest and most fierce debate 
used to be the question how to 
properly smoke a brisket. 
Precious memories. 

Fast forward to the present 
time. People are hiding behind 
masks either for concerns 
relating to the covid-19 virus, 
or because they are determined 
to change the nation by means 
of violence destroying priceless 

artifacts that 
they consider 
ill-fitting with 
no regards for 
different opinions, our history, 
leave alone facts. I did do some 
studies in art history and while 
one does not have to agree with 
particular events and / or 
outcomes, destroying 
reminders of the past is not 
helpful and will in the long 
cripple our ability to learn from 
the past and make better 
choices. 

For those who are still 
reading this pondering, 
“THANK YOU!” We all see the 
challenges, but are there also 
some answers in the making? 
The short answer is “yes” and 
we will get to those shortly. (I 
know, a dangling participle is 
bad style) I heard it said that 
Abraham Lincoln remarked, 
that the philosophy taught in 
this generation’s school houses 
will be the philosophy of the 
next generation’s government. 
Looking at the young age of 
many of the protesters it seems 
reasonable to ask, who taught 
them what? 

The Book of Proverbs 
reminds us, “The fear of the 
LORD is the beginning of 
knowledge, but fools despise 
wisdom and instruction.” (Prov. 
1:7, NIV) When we fail to teach 
those around us that the United 
States of America is “one Nation 
under God”, we are doing them 
a dis-service. If you are truly 
interested in the Judeo-
Christian roots of the United 
States of America I do 
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 recommend you go to 
www.wallbuilders.com. 

For right now the question 
at hand is, how will we teach 
our children and grand-
children the important 
lessons? For the answer I will 
turn — of course — to the 
manual referred to as 
B.I.B.L.E. (Basic Instruction 
Before Leaving Earth). The 
following passage was 
actually used by our LORD 
and Savior Jesus Christ to 
teach His contemporaries. 
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our 
God, the LORD is one. Love 
the LORD your God with all 
your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your 
strength. These command-
ments that I give you today 
are to be on your hearts. 
Impress them on your 
children. Talk about them 
when you sit at home and 
when you walk along the 
road, when you lie down and 
when you get up. Tie them as 
symbols on your hands and 
bind them on your foreheads. 
Write them on the door-
frames of your houses and on 
your gates.” (Deuteronomy 
6:4-9, NIV). 

For the United States of 
America to recover and 
succeed we need to return to 
the GOD of our fathers. The 
founding fathers did not set 
out to create a society out of 
nothing, but they used 
important principles, many of 
them found in the Judeo-
Christian Scriptures. Let’s 
take the above passage and 

see which steps we can 
identify. 

“Hear, O Israel” We need to 
be willing to listen to GOD’s 
guidance. The Hebrew word 
for hearing in this context is 
“SCHMAE” and it has several 
meanings. They are, to hear, 
to listen, and to obey. 
Individually as well as as a 
nation we need to listen to 
what GOD has to say to us, 
because we are one nation 
under GOD. You want leaders 
who listen to GOD and find 
themselves accountable to 
more than an impersonal 
higher power. 

“Love the LORD you GOD 
with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your 
strength.” Out of our 
relationship with GOD all 
other relationships will be 
fueled and directed. Do not 
allow for anyone to tell you 
that GOD should be kept 
outside of government. As we 
are loving GOD we will make 
discipled decisions. July, the 
official “birth month’ of our 
nation, and it is important. To 
acknowledge that we are 
living in a social construct 
that is probably best 
described as a constitutional 
republic whose heart is found 
in the Declaration of 
Independence. After World 
War II West Germany was 
given a constitution and a 
form of government that 
received input and guidance 
from the historical 
documents that were written 
at the founding of the USA. 

The “ruler” of such a republic 
are the people. The elected 
officials are called “public 
servants” for a reason. 

“Impress them on your 
children.” It is the family’s 
responsibility to impress 
biblical worldview, 
standards, and command-
ments on to the minds of the 
young ones, and surround 
them with an environment 
that is GOD honoring, healthy, 
and based on godly 
individualism. 

There is so much more to 
this passage. Hopefully, we 
can use this as a springboard 
into some spirited discussion. 
We cannot pretend that 
everything is fine and go 
about our lives like nothing 
has ever happened. We need 
to take a more active 
approach in the raising of 
future generations in a godly 
manner. 

Pray for another 
awakening to draw our 
nation back to the Creator 
GOD that has not only 
endowed us with certain 
inalienable rights, among 
these, life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness, but also 
given us the key to eternal 
live through His only 
begotten Son, Jesus Christ. 

In CHRIST’s Unfailing Love 
  
Pastor J. Paul <>< 
  



 

 

Virtual VBS 
July 14-16, 2020 

Our church will be offering 
virtual VBS July 14-16. Please 

register at 
the site 
listed in the 
VBS 
invitation.  
We will 
send the 
link to the 
parent 
portal for 

BOLT VBS on July 13th. Please 
feel free to print the invitation 
and share with your friends, 
family and neighbors. 

If you can't imagine virtual 
vbs, go to www.gocurriculum.com 
to watch Day 2 of BOLT VBS. 
Their program is fun and 
appropriate for all ages! The 
supplies required for activities 
are those that we all have 
around the house. 

If you have any questions, 
email me at padbad452@msn.com. 

 
 

 

UMW News 
The Hondo UMW plans to 

meet on July 1 at 9:30 a.m. 
in the church Fellowship 

Hall.  As usual, we will practice 
social distancing and wear face 
masks as necessary.  The June 
meeting was very productive 
and good for the soul as we got 
to visit with each other again.  
Similar to that meeting, the July 
meeting will be a short one and 
no refreshments will be served.  
However, we need to discuss 
our going forward with the 
regular schedule in August and 
beyond.  See you soon! 

 

Food Drive on July 5! 
The July contribution to the 

Food Pantry was 218 pounds!  
Thank you to everyone who 
donated. Our next Food Drive is 
on Communion Sunday, July 5.  
Please know that everything 
you donate goes directly to the 
shelves to be used to fill the 
needs of the Food Pantry 
clients.  Thank you to everyone 
for opening your hearts to this 
ministry.  The Food Pantry is a 
very important service in 
Hondo right now and our 
continued support helps keep 
the ministry going.  The 
donation bins will be in the 
narthex for your convenience.  
Thank you also to those who 
contribute financially allowing 
the purchase of goods to stock 
the shelves!   

 

To First United Methodist 
Church,  

Thank you so very much for 
your monthly donations for May 
and June and for the monetary 
donations of $710 to Medina 
County Food Pantry. Your 
generosity helps enable the 
Pantry to continue the drive-
through food distributions for 
families in Medina County 
during this high rate of 
unemployment period. These 
families are so appreciative to 
receive their boxes of food, so 

may God our heavenly Father 
continue to bless your church 
body with His greatest 
blessings. With Sincere 
Gratitude  

Medina County Food Pantry 

 

Card Again News 
United Methodist Women 

have been busy recreating 
greeting cards.  The card racks 
just inside the Fellowship Hall 
have been cleaned up and 
restocked with fresh birthday, 
anniversary, get well, sympathy 
cards and more.  These cards 
can be purchased for 50¢ just by 
placing your coins in the tin can 
on the card rack.  Check it out!!  
You might find just what you 
need to share with a friend or 
loved one!  The money from the 
sale of greeting cards will go to 
support various local UMW 
mission projects such as 
Friends Academy, Medina 
County Food Pantry, H.A.N.K., 
Bluebonnet Children’s Center, 
Medina County Nutrition 
Center, and more.   

  



 

 

 

 In Memoriam... 
The following memorials 

have been received: 
In Memory of:  

 

Steve Hackebeil 
Tad & Bette Wooten 
Ralene Bodovinitz 
Tad & Bette Wooten 

Bille Frost 
Lyle Riff 

Laura Lee Schuehle 
Moss Family  

Amelia Perez 
Sarah Moss 

C E Trimble  
Brenda Vavricek 

B. & J. Hart 
 

Our condolences to the families 
on the loss of their loved one.  

 

Our Prayer Concerns 
Judy Bryant 

Sondra Burris 
Claire Carver 

Flo Cottle 
Hilo DelBosque 
Debbie Dryden 

Jan Freeman 
Ralph Gilliam 

Tracy Halliburton  
Carl Kailipaka 

Barbara Ledbetter 
Mary Marsh 

Rosa Martinez 
Meghan Moss 

Roy Rivera 
Yolanda Saldana 

J.D. Schmidt 
Shaylene Voigt 

Kathy Yale 
Mary Zdeb 

 
In Sympathy 

Manuel Duron and family 
Ramon Martinez and family 
Lindeman families and Joy 

Trimble  
 

Nursing Home: 
Joe Kailipaka 

 
Our Troops: 

Erik Arias 
William E. Bryant 

Logan Dean 
Joe Frank Garcia, III 

Kevin Rothe 
 

Employment Opportunities 
Accompanist needed, 

starting immediately. This 
position is for an accompanist 
on piano/organ for choir 
practice and church services. 
Salary is reflective of 5-6 hrs. 
weekly, between practice and 
services 

Worship Assistants 
Liturgists  
July 5 -  Edmund Strickler 
July 12 -  Jan Weems 
July 19 -  Brenda Vavricek 
July 26 -  Chris Kailipaka 
 
Finance Counters   
July 5 -  Tricia Boll 
July 12 -  Joan Lindeman 
July 19 - Brenda Vavricek 
July 26 -  Tad Wooten 
 
Trustee Counters  
July 5 -  Bryan Klaus 
July 12 -  Brenda Prestage 
July 19 -  Edmund Strickler 
July 26 -  Mike Weems 

 

 

Worship Attendance  
June 7- 39 

June 14 - 41 
June 21 - 46 
June 28 - 33 

Financial Report 
May, 2020 

2020 Budget: $322,099.00 
Monthly: $26,841.60 

 
General Fund      $59,225.48   
Income:   30,688.05 
Expense:     43,754.61 
Balance:   $ 46,158.92  

  
Building Fund $31,527.44 
Income:             15,812.18  
Balance:   $47,339.62 

 
Memorial Fund $15,757.92 
Income:    4,821.34  
Balance:   $20,579.26 
 
Altar Fund $842.57 
Income      390.97 
Balance:   $1,233.54 

 
Scholarship  $33,594.55 
Income:    _ 25.61 
Balance:   $33,620.16  

 
2020 Pledges: 

34 Families  
General Fund Pledges 

$146,475.00 
Building Fund Pledges 

$9,600.00 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
9:30am UMW 
 
 

2 
 

3 4 
 
 

 
 

5   
 
9:00am Sunday School 
10:00am Communion 

Service  
 

6 
 
 

7 
 
 

8  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12   
 
9:00am Sunday School 
10:00am Worship 
 
 
 

13 
 
 

14 
 
VBS  Bolt 
 

15 
 
VBS Bolt 
 
 

16 
 
VBS Bolt  
 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 
9:00am Sunday School 
10:00am Worship  

 
 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
Newsletter  deadline 

22 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 

25 

 

26 
 
9:00am Sunday School 
10:00am Worship  
 
 

 

27 
 

 

28 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
9:00am Newsletter 

Prep and Mailing 
 
 

30 
 

  



 

 

Methodist Websites: 
First United Methodist, Hondo 

http://www.fumchondo.com/ 
Hill Country District UMC  

http://hcdumc.org/ 
Rio Texas Conference  

http://riotexas.org/ 
United Methodist Church  

http://www.umc.org/ 

First United Methodist Church 
“Serving Him by serving others.” 

(830) 584-0300  
fumchondo@gmail.com 

 
Do all the good you can, 
by all the means you can, 
in all the ways you can,  
in all the places you can, 
at all the times you can, 
to all the people you can, 
as long as ever you can.    
                  John Wesley 

 

The Newsletter can be seen in full 
COLOR online at  

www.fumchondo.com. 

Backyard VBS - BOLT 
July 14-16 

Check www.fumchondo.com 
for details. 

http://www.fumchondo.com
http://hcdumc.org/
http://riotexas.org/
http://www.umc.org/

