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SHALOM Y’all!
By now we have had three
weeks of live church and it is a
joy seeing individuals sitting in
the blue pews and participating
in the service. It was really hard
for me to preach to an empty
sanctuary when we only
recorded the worship services.
As time progresses and healing
continues it is my hope that we
will grow again in numbers.
This spring season truly helped
us to grow in unexpected ways.
In addition to live worship we
are now providing Sunday
morning radio on AM1460
KCWM, 10:00 am sharp as well
as Facebook live. Since AM1460
can also be reached over their
website we are now offering
worship in four different ways.
And I hear from different
recipients how much they enjoy
the newfound flexibility – leave
alone the glorious option to
have Sunday morning church
on Monday afternoon.
I did borrow the included
image from a friend of mine on

Facebook
because instead
of shutting
churches down
it feels like we are having more
presentations of the Good News
of Jesus Christ than four months
ago. Meditating about this
development the LORD brought
a particular Scripture passage
to mind:
Deuteronomy 6:4–9 (NIV84)
4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our
God, the Lord is one.
5 Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your
soul and with all your
strength.
6 These commandments that I
give you today are to be upon
your hearts.
7 Impress them on your children.
Talk about them when you sit
at home and when you walk
along the road, when you lie
down and when you get up.
8 Tie them as symbols on your
hands and bind them on your
foreheads.
9 Write them on the doorframes
of your houses and on your
gates.
GOD always intended for all
of His people to be messengers
– priests – of His Kingdom (see
Exodus 19:6 and 1 Peter 2:9) …
Come on get out your Bibles, I
am waiting ;o) If you need any
further proof we can turn to
Acts 2:42-47 and it becomes
clear that the first century
believers worshipped in a
centralized place, i.e. the
Temple, but they also had daily
gatherings from house to house.
We know that the early church
(Continued on page 2)

in the city of Corinth, population
estimated 100,000 to 150,000,
had about 150 church members.
No temple, no big building but
neighborhood groups, house
churches, coming together in
worship and learning how to
share the Kingdom of GOD in a
hostile environment.
Instead of bemoaning the
recent changes we can accept
the challenge to develop a
modern-day pattern for home
church. We are called to make
Christ central in our everyday
lives, carrying Christ in our
hearts and sharing Him with
family, friends, and neighbors.
Special attention is given here
to “impress” the faith on our
children. And we are here to
help.
We will provide a new kind
of Vacation Bible School (VBS).
In the middle of July we will
offer a complete VBS program
via the internet with videos,
games, music, fun sketches,
activities all scaled so you can

create a wonderful experience
right in your home’s backyard.
BOLT VBS will make the
Christian faith real and you can
dial in at your convenience,
morning, afternoon, or evening.
You might even choose to invite
some of your children’s friends
to join y’all in the fun. Let us
know if your internet is too
slow so we can provide the
video and music files for your
family in a different medium.
Look out for more information
on our website and let us know
if you are interested. Just send
an email to
fumchondo@gmail.com and put
“VBS 2020” in the reference
line. This will be the best
summer VBS ever – and very
likely the wettest one as well.
In CHRIST’s Unfailing Love
Pastor J. Paul <><

UMW News
The UMW will meet
in the Fellowship Hall on
Wednesday, July 1 at
9:30 am. We will practice
social distancing and you are
welcome to wear a mask.
For more information call
Janice Highsmith.

Food Pantry Sunday
June 7
We will resume our
Communion Sunday collections
for the Medina County Food
Pantry on the first Sunday of
June!!
Ethel Martin, Food Pantry
Board member, has provided
the following list of pantry
needs:
Canned goods such as
tomatoes, fruit, meat, and soup
Pasta,
Rice,
Dry beans, not canned
Peanut butter,
Jelly
Crackers,
Dry cereal
Oatmeal,
Powdered milk,
Bread.

Lay Leader Letter
Tricia Boll
In the last
newsletter article
that I submitted, I
shared ideas of ‘doing’ church
differently that I read about in a
Texas Methodist Foundation
study on the decline of church
attendance. Little did I know
how differently we would be
doing church and how soon the
change would take place! Since
March 21st, Pastor J. Paul has
spoken to us via Facebook on
50 different occasions, with
about 8 of those appearances
being actual church services.
Our pastor quickly assembled a
team to respond to the spiritual
needs of our congregation and
community, and I am very
thankful to that team.
It was a joyful occasion on
Sunday, May 17th, when we had
our first ‘in-person’ worship
service. We sat on plastic tarps
that can be sanitized; we
couldn’t sit closer than six feet
unless we came together; there
were no hymnals, no bulletins,
no offering plates passed
around, no choir, Sunday school
or fellowship time—yet it was a
joyful occasion to be in our
beautiful sanctuary and to listen
to God’s word with fellow
Christians.
Hopefully we will be able to
begin our small-group Bible
studies ‘in-person’ soon,
because spiritual growth
blossoms in these settings. But
perhaps this current pandemic
has taught us new ways to do
church and small-group studies
that will reach those who will
never enter our doors. Jesus
said in Matthew 28: 19,

“Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, (vs. 20) and
teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded
you. And surely I am with you
always, to the very end of the
age.” This passage has a broader
meaning to me after witnessing
church on the internet these
past two months.

following Sunday.” Please
contact Tricia Boll with ideas,
thoughts, questions, or
technical assistance at
padbad452@msn.com.

Employment Opportunities
Accompanist needed,

Virtual VBS
July 14-16, 2020
We will not be having VBS as
usual this
summer.
We don’t
know what
lies ahead,
and having
a large
number of
children
and at-risk volunteers in tight
quarters isn’t wise. But
VIRTUAL VBS (Pastor J. Paul’s
term) is doable. At this point,
it’s an idea that needs
developing, but here is where
we are right now. Pastor J. Paul
says, “Since we are using videos
for part of the program and
singing, we could stream them
the four days of VBS at the same
time each day and invite people
to connect. We can pre-package
the craft activities, so the kids
can build their picture frame,
bracelet, etc. at home and we
can ask parents to send us
photos of their kids doing the
activities at home. We can
create a slideshow of the
pictures they send and show it
on the last day and the

starting immediately. This
position is for an accompanist
on piano/organ for choir
practice and church services.
Salary is reflective of 5-6 hrs.
weekly, between practice and
services.
Office Manager needed,
First United Methodist is
looking for an Office Manager
for 30 hours a week. Must be a
self-motivated, friendly
Christian proficient with
Microsoft Office and be willing
to learn church management
and presentation software.
Applications and Job
Descriptions for both positions
are available on our website or
from the church office. Send
completed application to 1006
16th Street, Hondo, TX 78861
or fumchondo@gmail.com.
We are also in need of a
treasurer to print and
distribute checks, present
reports to the Finance
Committee, file and pay payroll
taxes, compile numbers for
annual report to the conference.

Our Prayer Concerns
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granddaughter)
Judy Bryant
Sondra Burris
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Richard Crain
Debbie Dryden
Grey Fowler
Jan Freeman
Ralph Gilliam
Tracy Halliburton
Helen Ann Jones
Barbara Ledbetter
Mary Marsh
Rosa Martinez
Meghan Moss
Roy Rivera
Yolanda Saldana
J.D. Schmidt
Harper Schueling
Joe Vavricek
Shaylene Voigt
Kathy Yale
Mary Zdeb
Nursing Home:
Joe Kailipaka
Our Troops:
Erik Arias
William E. Bryant
Logan Dean
Joe Frank Garcia, III
Kevin Rothe

Online Giving
Thank you everyone that
has logged into our online giving and made contributions.
We hope you were able to
do so without any problems.
FUMC Hondo has the most
generous members in the area
and you have come through
with flying colors during the
Covid 19 crisis. You are truly
appreciated.

Safe Gatherings is for
Everyone!
This title has a whole new
meaning since the coronavirus
chaos has struck. I hope
everyone is staying safe out
there. Now is the perfect time
to take the Safe Gatherings
training for those that are stuck
at home. In order to promote a
safe environment for our most
vulnerable, we encourage you
to take a few hours and do the
online training.
This is a three step process
and is all done online. If you do
not have access at home, feel
free to make an appointment to
use the church laptop and have
Shannon help you through the
process.
To begin go to www.safe
gatherings.com and create a log
-in. Fill in the required information for a background check
(the church covers the cost).
Then go through the training, it
only takes about an hour of
your time for this first training.
Once you have completed this
one, you will need to register
for the next one on https://
riotexas.org/safetrainings. This
training takes about two hours
of your time. After this is
complete and your background
check is complete you will be
certified for two years!! YAY!
Going through the training
raises your awareness of the
issues and gives you important
tools to report any abuse you
may become aware of. It is
important for all of us to
protect those that can’t protect
themselves.

Farewell, Again
Dear FUMC Hondo,
It has been a great pleasure
working for you these past four
and a half years (and my
previous nine years). Once
again, I will be leaving
employment here at FUMC
Hondo, when a replacement is
found and trained. There have
already been many qualified
applicants and I am sure you
will find a competent office
manager to take my place.
Many of you may not know,
I was out of the office for most
of April and May helping with
my grandchildren in Houston. I
was able to do some of the
work from there but feel like
the quality suffered. During this
time, my husband and I decided
that it would be best if I was
more available for family
matters over the next few years.
Through my years here as
office manager, you have been
so gracious: overlooking and
forgiving the many typos and
mistakes in printed documents,
emails, etc.; allowing for time
off when my parents or
daughters needed me; visits in
my office and over the phone;
gifts; volunteer hours; and
many other ways. I know you
will give my replacement the
same gracious care and
understanding as they learn the
position.
Thank you from the bottom
of my heart for the opportunity
to work, serve and love First
UMC Hondo.
Gratefully yours,
Shannon Rothe
Office Manager

First United Methodist Church
1006 16th Street, Hondo, Texas 78861
(830) 584-0300
www.fumchondo.com
fumchondo@gmail.com

Monday

Sunday
1

Tuesday
2

Wednesday
3

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

4

6

6

11

12

13

9:30am-UMW Meeting
in Fellowship Hall
7

8

9

10

10:00am-Communion
Service
Medina County Food
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To First UMC Members,
Thank you all so very much for he
195.5 pounds of food in January and
the 118.5 pounds of food in February to
the Medina County Food Pantry. Your
generous donations will now occupy a
space on the new shelves in the new
building which you generously donated to help
build. Hope you might stop by to visit when the
virus is gone.
May God, our Father in Heaven, continue to
bless your church body for caring so deeply to do
His will to love one another.
With Gratitude,
Medina County Food Pantry
Board of Directors & Volunteers
Jeanette Black, Correspondent
To First UMC,
Thank you so very much for the church and
member donations to Medina County Food
Pantry. Your very generous contributions in

January of $680, in February
of $260 and March $280, and
April $80 are truly
appreciated.
These funds will help to
restock the new pantry
shelves in the new building
after the drive by food donations May 1st and a
few weeks after that will be another drive by food
donation for the community.
Your support makes it possible for the Pantry
to continue to give food assistance in Medina
County and these families also send your church
their appreciation for your willingness to help in
their times of need.
May God our Father, continue to bless your
church body with His greatest blessings.
Gratefully,
Medina Co. Food Pantry
Board of Directors & Volunteers
Jeanette Black, Correspondent
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Backyard VBS - BOLT
July 14-16

Check www.fumchondo.com for details.

The Newsletter can be seen in full
COLOR online at
www.fumchondo.com.

Every day is a new beginning,
take a deep breath

smile and start again.

Methodist Websites:
First United Methodist, Hondo
http://www.fumchondo.com/
Hill Country District UMC
http://hcdumc.org/
Rio Texas Conference
http://riotexas.org/
United Methodist Church
http://www.umc.org/

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can,
at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.
John Wesley

