
 
 
Gathering Music   
 

Gathering Words: 
This is none other than the house of God. This is no less than 
the gate of heaven. 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 
God hems us in, behind and before, and lays hands of blessing 
upon us. 
Such knowledge is too wonderful to imagine. It is so high we 
cannot attain it. 
Rejoice, for we are in the house of God. Give thanks and sing, 
for this is the gate of heaven. 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 
 

Hymn: # 576 “Rise Up, O Men of God”  
 

Opening Prayer:  
God of our mothers and our fathers, God of ages past, God of all our tomorrows, we have come 
here at Your invitation. We come, as companions on a journey, through this howling wilderness 
called life. We are a motley, mixed multitude. Some of us are on top of the world, and others of 
us have been wearied by the ordinariness of our days. 
Yet we all long for something new. Surprise us with a glimpse of Your presence, just as You 
surprised the prophet Isaiah long ago, and just as You surprised Jacob on the road to Haran. 
Open our eyes, O God, to a fresh vision of Your love. Open our hearts, that we might sense Your 
presence and be healed today. 
This we ask in the Name of our Savior and LORD, Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ, Your 
only begotten Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one GOD forever and 
ever.    Amen. 
 

Hymn: # 328 “Surely the Presence of the Lord” 
 

First Reading: Genesis 28:10–22 (NIV84)  
Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran. 
When he reached a certain place, he stopped for the night because the sun had set. Taking one of the 
stones there, he put it under his head and lay down to sleep.  He had a dream in which he saw a 
stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending 
and descending on it.  There above it stood the Lord, and he said: “I am the Lord, the God of your 
father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are 
lying.  Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to 
the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your 
offspring.  I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this 
land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”   
When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I was not aware 
of it.”  He was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God; 
this is the gate of heaven.”  Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed under his head 
and set it up as a pillar and poured oil on top of it.  He called that place Bethel, though the city used to 
be called Luz.  Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will watch over me on 
this journey I am taking and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear so that I return safely to my 
father’s house, then the Lord will be my God and this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be God’s 
house, and of all that you give me I will give you a tenth.” 



Hymn: # 467 “Trust and Obey” 
 

Prayers of the People & Pastoral Prayer 
 

Second Reading: Romans 8:12-25 (NIV84)  
Therefore, brothers we have an obligation - but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. 
For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the 
misdeeds of the body, you will live, because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.  
For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of 
sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.”  The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are 
God’s children.  Now if we are children, then we are heirs - heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if 
indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.  I consider that our 
present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.  The creation 
waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed.  For the creation was subjected to 
frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it in hope that the creation 
itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God.  We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to 
the present time.  Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruit of the Spirit, groan inwardly 
as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.  For in this hope we were 
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? But if we hope for 
what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.  
 

Message:  “The Heavens Are Still Open”  by Pastor J. Paul Bruhn 
 

Closing Hymn:  # 2088 “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” 
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude 
 

Worship Assistants: 
Rev. J. Paul Bruhn, Pastor  Brenda Vavricek, Liturgist 
Jean Callaway, Organist Tricia Boll, Lay Leader 
Victoria Reed, Accompanist Brenda Vavricek & Edmund Strickler, Counters 
Leon Steward, Choir Director  
 

Prayer Concerns:  
Judy Bryant, Sondra Burris, Claire Carver, Rob Clopton and family, Flo Cottle, 

RoAnn Crawford, Hilo DelBosque, Debbie Dryden, Jan Freeman, Ralph Gilliam,  

Tracy Halliburton, Will Hartnett, David Howard, Carl Kailipaka, Barbara 

Ledbetter, Mary Marsh, Rosa Martinez, David McGehee, Meghan Moss,  

Sarah Moos, Jennifer Parsons La Porte, Brian Randolph, Roy Rivera, Yolanda 

Saldana, J.D. Schmidt, Shaylene Voigt, Barbara West, Kathy Yale, Mary Zdeb 

Nursing Home: Joe Kailipaka, 

Our Troops: Erik Arias, William E. Bryant, Logan Dean, Joe Frank Garcia, III, Kevin Rothe 
 

Announcing Church Work Day  
Saturday July 25  

Come and help with smaller repairs, clean-ups and other odds and ends in and around the Church 
building. We start at 8:00 a.m. Contact person Mike Weems 

 
 

This years Back to School Wellness Fair will be Saturday August 1, at the  Rec. Center   

 


