
 

Worship Sunday, August 16, 2020 
  
Prelude 
  
Gathering Words: 

How good it is when we gather in unity 
and love. 

How beautiful is this body of Christ. 
How good it is when we gather in mercy 
and grace. 

How beautiful is the love we have come to 
share. 
  
Hymn: #2129“I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” 
  
Opening Prayer:   
Merciful God, thank You for gathering us in 
Your grace and love this day. Bless us with 
compassion and understanding, that we may 
be people of forgiveness and acceptance. 
Strengthen us with the power of Your Holy 
Spirit, that we may be unified in mercy and 
grace for all. In Christ’s mercy and grace,  
we pray. Amen.  
 

First Scripture Reading:  Psalm 133 (MEV) 

A Song of Ascents. Of David. 
Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in unity! 
It is like precious oil upon the head, that runs down on the beard - even Aaron’s  
beard -  and going down to the collar of his garments; 
as the dew of Hermon, that descends upon the mountains of Zion, for there 
the Lord has commanded the blessing, even life forever. 
 
Hymn: #334 “Sweet, Sweet Spirit” 
  
Prayers of the People & Pastoral Prayer 
 

Second Reading:  Romans 11: 1-5 and 13-22 (MEV) 

I say then, has God rejected His people? God forbid! For I also am an Israelite,  
a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.  God has not rejected His people 
whom He foreknew. Do you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah? How he 
pleads with God against Israel, saying, “Lord, they have killed Your prophets and 
destroyed Your altars. I alone am left, and they seek my life”?  But what is the divine 
reply to him? “I have kept for Myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the 
knee to Baal.”  So then at this present time there is a remnant according to the 
election of grace. 
…

 



 

13
For I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles,  

I magnify my ministry, if somehow I may make my kinsmen jealous and may save 
some of them.  For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will 
their acceptance mean but life from the dead?  If the first portion of the dough is holy, 
the batch is also holy. And if the root is holy, so are the branches.  But if some of the 
branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive shoot, were grafted in among 
them and became a partaker with them of the root and richness of the olive tree, do 
not boast against the branches. If you boast, remember you do not sustain the root, 
but the root sustains you.  You will say then, “The branches were broken off, so that I 
might be grafted in.”  This is correct. They were broken off because of unbelief, but 
you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but fear.  For if God did not spare the natural 
branches, neither will He spare you.  Therefore consider the goodness and severity of 
God—severity toward those who fell, but goodness toward you, if you continue in His 
goodness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off.  
 
Hymn: #2113 “Lamb of God” 
  

MESSAGE: “Grafted ”  by Pastor J. Paul <>< 
  
Closing Hymn: #701 ”When We All Get to Heaven”  
  
Benediction 
 
Postlude 

 
 
Worship Assistants: 
Rev. J. Paul Bruhn, Pastor      Joan Lindeman, Liturgist 
Leon Steward, Choir Director     Tricia Boll, Lay Leader 
Victoria Reed, Accompanist     Robert Hart & Mike Weems, Counters 
 

Prayer Concerns: 
Judy Bryant, Rudy Cantanilla, Claire Carver, Robert Clopton, RoAnn Crawford,  
Hilo DelBosque, Debbie Dryden, Jan Freeman, Ralph Gilliam, Tracy Halliburton,  
Will Hartnett, David Howard, Barbara Ledbetter, Mary Marsh, Rosa Martinez,  
David McGehee, Meghan Moss, Sarah Moss, Jennifer Parsons La Porte,  
Russ & Eve Renuld, Roy Rivera, Yolanda Saldana, J.D. Schmidt, Shaylene Voigt,  
Kathy Yale, Mary Zdeb 
Family of Sharon Almond, Family of Bill Moffett, Family of Richard Muennink, 
Runhaar family, Family of Rev. Wood                                                                        

Nursing Home: Joe Kailipaka              
Our Troops: Erik Arias, William E. Bryant, Logan Dean, Joe Frank Garcia, III, Kevin Rothe 

 

Opportunity to serve: 
Food Pantry: please come and help on distribution day August 21, 8:00am. 
1031 Ave Y, Hondo 


