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Save the Date: 
Church Picnic  

October 18 

The Pastor’s Pondering 
Rev.  J. Paul Bruhn 

SHALOM Y’all! We are living 
in exciting times, and one 
might wonder, how much 
longer uncertainty and chaos 
will continue to increase. I am 
reminded of an old Star Wars 
quote, “There is a disturbance 
in the force.” Thank you Obi-
Wan Kenobi.  
Many of us sense, feel, realize, 
are aware of a change in the 
spiritual atmosphere over our 
communities, even our nation. 
In all fairness, we are merely 
serving as thermometers when 
we remain observers. We are 
telling folks it is hot or cold, 
stating the obvious. While 
thermometers are helpful for 
they can, for example, protect 
us from overheating our car 
engine as we pull over and let 
everything cool down before 
we continue our journey. 
We Christians are not called to 
be mere thermometers, GOD 
has called and equipped us to 
be thermostats. As thermostats 
we have been given the ability 
to influence the atmosphere 
around us. Step one is to 
realize the atmosphere around 
us, step two is to make the 
necessary changes to allow for 
the atmosphere to change. We 
do not do that through wiring 
but through prayer. St. Paul 
reminds us in Ephesians 6 that 
our battle is not against flesh 
and blood, but against powers, 
against the rulers of the 
darkness of this age, against 
the spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in the heavenly 
places.” (Verse 12, NKJV) 
We are called to bring the light 
of the Kingdom of Heaven into 
an environment that hates 

everything 
Godly and 
decent. We are 
called to fight 
the good fight. “Fight the good 
fight of faith, lay hold on 
eternal life, to which you were 
also called and have confessed 
the good confession in the 
presence of many 
witnesses.” (1 Timothy 6:12) 
We are called to present the 
Gospel of Jesus CHRIST 
clearly to a world that is 
screaming for revenge and 
payback while we are 
encouraging forgiveness — 
which does not equal 
forgetting, but that’s a sermon 
for another day. Unforgiveness 
obviously is feeding anger, 
resentment, and violence, 
increasing uncertainty and fear. 
What are we to do? 
Here are my suggestions for 
our engagement with the 
current situation. First, one of 
the clearest summaries of the 
Gospel is found in Romans 
1:16-17. Let me provide you 
with several different 
translations. 
New King James Version: 
“For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ, for it is the 
power of God to salvation for 
everyone who believes, for the 
Jew first and also for the 
Greek. For in it the 
righteousness of God is 
revealed from faith to faith; as 
it is written, “The just shall live 
by faith.” 
The Passion Translation:     
“I refuse to be ashamed of 
sharing the wonderful message 
of God’s liberating power 

(Continued on page 2) 
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 unleashed in us through Christ! 
For I am thrilled to preach that 
everyone who believes is 
saved—the Jew first, and then 
people everywhere! This 
gospel unveils a continual 
revelation of God’s 
righteousness—a perfect 
righteousness given to us when 
we believe. And it moves us 
from receiving life through 
faith, to the power of living by 
faith. This is what the Scripture 
means when it says: 
“We are right with God 
through life-giving faith!”” 
     While we are praying and 
seeking GOD we do have a 
firm foundation. Yes, JESUS is 
the rock on which to stand. 
Remember what the Apostle 
John called him, JESUS is the 
Word (Greek = LOGOS) the 
eternal always valid always 
trustworthy revelation and 
communication of the will of 
GOD. Pray the Word of GOD 
right back to GOD speaking it 
out loud — Romans 10:17 — 
and encourage yourself and 
others with GOD’s eternal 
truth. 
Join me for the month of 
August to pray one Psalm for 
our congregation, our 
community, and for our nation. 
Let us pray Psalm 119 in 
segments of 8 verses per day. 
In the original Hebrew there 
are 22 letters, which equals 176 
verses, the longest chapter in 
the Bible. Every set of eight 
verses begins with the same 
letter in the Hebrew original, 
verses 1-8 with the letter 
“Aleph”, verses 9-16 with the 
letter “Beth”, and so on. We 
will be praying 22 segments, so 
if you miss a day, there is 
plenty of time to catch up. 
Pray with an open heart and 

invite the Holy Spirit to reveal 
to you how the verses of the 
day may influence and change 
yourself first as well as others. 
I am confident that as we raise 
our voices and hearts to 
Heaven, GOD will listen, and 
our land will be healed by the 
grace of GOD (2 Chronicles 
7:14). 
Keep the faith and stay safe! 
In CHRIST’s Unfailing Love 
Pastor J. Paul <>< 
 

Tricia Boll 
our Lay 
Leader 
wrote: 
I know that ‘church’ as we 
knew it in the 20th century is in 
a state of stagnation due to 
societal changes, but COVID-
19 has forced churches to look 
at worship, Bible study and 
meetings in completely 
different ways.  I’ve been of 
the mind-set that I prefer to 
learn technology on strictly a 
‘need to know’ basis.  That is 
not working for me in this 
pandemic period, and the 
experience of trying catch up is 
placing me out of my comfort 
zone.  However, the Lord is 
nudging me to offer an online 
Bible study and saying ‘no’ is 
not an option.  So, I’m asking 
you to participate with me in 
this new adventure—even if it 
seems very impersonal at first.  
We are going to have to rely on 
our smart phones and 
computers to access Zoom, 
FaceBook, email, texts and chat 
if we want to study God’s word 
and experience the fellowship 
we have been missing these last 
few months. 
I will facilitate a study that 
begins August 8.  Notify me 

that you want to participate by 
calling me or emailing me.  
(padbad452@msn.com or 210-
260-7368)  I will then add you 
to the ‘study group’ and you 
will need to download the 
WordGo app from either the 
Apple App Store or Android 
App Store.  It is a free app.  We 
will begin with a 4 week study 
of John 1-3.  There will be 
daily readings (everything you 
need for this study will be on 
your phone in the app).  On 
Saturdays, I’ll host a Zoom 
meeting for those who want 
real-time interaction.  I’ll also 
record a ‘class session’ and 
post it to FaceBook for those 
who prefer to study at their 
own leisurely pace.  I 
encourage you all to give this 
online concept a try.  It’s got its 
drawbacks, but God’s people 
are used to trials…are they not?  
Thank God we have the 
technology to reach others for 
Christ!  Amen. 
 
Virtual VBS 2020 
As most of you know, we are 

trying online VBS this summer.  

The link to the 3-day VBS 

program was made available to 
registrants on July 14 and will 

continue to be available till the 

end of 2020.  Contact the 

church office if you would like 
the link to BOLT Virtual VBS.  

This terrific program includes 

skits, crafts, recreation, Bible 

stories and Scripture, and 
contemporary Christian music.  

It appeals to a wide age range, 

including adults.  If you have 

family or friends who you think 

might enjoy something unique 
during this pandemic, we 

encourage you to share BOLT 

VBS. 
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UMW News 

The Hondo UMW will not 
have an August meeting.  

However, we will have a 

meeting on September 2, for 

the World Thank Offering 
program.  Be sure to continue 

filling your “Thankful Jars” 

with notes reminding you of 

what you are thankful for in 

your life.  Joan Lindeman will 
collect these jars at the 

September meeting and present 

the program.  Also bring your 

coins and money you have 
been saving in your WTO 

boxes and containers.  Please 

continue to stay safe and 

healthy during this very hot 
August!  See you in 

September!    

Card Again News 

United Methodist Women have 

been busy recreating greeting 
cards.  The card racks just inside 
the Fellowship Hall have been 

cleaned up and restocked with 
fresh birthday, anniversary, get 
well, sympathy cards and more.  

These cards can be purchased for 
50¢ just by placing your coins in 
the tin can on the card rack.  

Check it out!!  You might find 
just what you need to share with a 
friend or loved one!  The money 
from the sale of greeting cards 

will go to support various local 
UMW mission projects. Thank 
you for supporting these 

ministries through purchasing a 
greeting card!   

 

FOOD DRIVE ON     
August 2 

Our next Food Drive is on 
Communion Sunday, August 2.  

The photo shows our contribution 
for July.  The Food Pantry posted 
this photo on Facebook showing 
our donation.  Thank you to 
everyone for opening your hearts 
to this ministry.  The Food Pantry 
is a very important service in 
Hondo right now and our 
continued support helps keep the 
ministry going.  The donation 
bins will be in the narthex for 
your convenience.  Thank you 
also to those who contribute 
financially allowing the purchase 
of goods to stock the shelves!  

 

FUMC VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED FOR FOOD 

DISTRIBUTION                  
The Medina County Food 
Pantry has begun giving out 
food by the voucher system 
about every three weeks during 
this virus outbreak. The 
different organizations and 
churches that are our regular 

contributors are taking turns 
preparing the boxes and 
handing them out to the people 
who have vouchers. The First 
United Methodist Church has 
accepted the Friday, August 21, 
date to be in charge of that 
distribution. Before that date, 
200 boxes of food need to be 
packed for distribution.                      
The people who have regularly 
worked at the food pantry in 
the past have taken turns 
whenever they could to pack 
the boxes until recently. It 
didn't involve as many boxes of 
food as it does now and so we 
are asking for some volunteers 
to help, especially on the day 
that the food boxes are 
distributed.                            
We will need some volunteers 
to help fill the boxes on 
Tuesday. Aug. 11 or Friday, 
August 14 in the morning. If 
we do not finish that morning. 
We will meet one day the next 
week to finish packing the 
boxes.                                    
The day of distribution is 
Friday, August 21, 2020, 
starting at 8:30 a.m. and ending 
at 9:30 a.m. On the day of the 
distribution we will need about 
12 people to help carry boxes 
to the cars, so on that day, we 
will need a few "strong 
shoulders". The helpers need to 
arrive by 8:00 a.m. to help get 
things set up. We should get 
through by 9:30 a.m. or soon 
after.                                   
More specific details will be 
announced when we are closer 
to the 21 3t of Aug.                
The pantry is located in its new 
building on the airbase at 1013 
Ave. U, right across the street 
from the Police Department. 



 

 

Worship Assistants 
Liturgists  
Aug.   2  -   Edmund Strickler 
Aug.   9  -   Brenda Prestage  
Aug. 16  -  Joan Lindeman 
Aug. 23  -   Edmund Strickler 
Aug. 30  -   Brenda Vavricek 
 

Finance Counters   
Aug.   2  -  Tricia Boll 
Aug.   9  -  Joan Lindeman 
Aug. 16  - Robert Hart 
Aug. 23  -  Bert Hermann 
Aug. 30  -   Brenda Vavricek 
 

Trustee Counters  
Aug.   2 -  Jim Callis 
Aug.   9 -  Jim Callis 
Aug. 16 -  Mike Weems 
Aug. 23 -  Ed Strickler 
Aug. 30 -   Mike Weems 

Financial Report 
June, 2020 

2020 Budget: $322,099.00 
Monthly: $26,841.60 

 
General Fund      $46,158.92 
Income:   23,580.76 
Expense:   23,363.90 
Balance:   $ 46,375.78  

  
Building Fund $47,339.62 
Interest:                       3.89  
Balance:   $47,343.51 

 
Memorial Fund $20,579.26 
Interest:    1.69  
Balance:   $20,580.95 
 
Altar Fund $1,233.54 
Grant                                     999.08 
Interest            0.13 
Balance:   $2,232.75 

 
Scholarship  $33,620.16  
(No statement for June) 
 
2020 Pledges: 

34 Families  
General Fund Pledges 

$146,475.00 
Building Fund Pledges 

$9,600.00 
 

Our Prayer Concerns  
Judy Bryant 

Sondra Burris 
Claire Carver 

Robert Clopton 
Flo Cottle 

RoAnn Crawford 
Hilo DelBosque 
Debbie Dryer 
Jan Freeman 
Ralph Gillam 

Tracy Haliburton 
Will Hartnett 

David Howard 
Carl Kailipaka 

Barbara Ledbetter 
Mary Marsh 

Rosa Martinez 
David McGehee 

Bill Moffet 
Meghan Moss 

Sarah Moss 
Suzanne & Richard Muennink 

Jennifer Parsons LaPorte 
Runhaar family 

Roy Rivera 
Yolanda Saldana 

J. D. Schmidt 
Shaylene Voigt 

Kathy Yale 
Mary Zdeb 

 
Nursing Home: 
Joe Kailipaka 

 
Our Troops: 

Erik Arias 
William E. Bryant 

Logan Dean 
Joe Frank Garcia, III 

Kevin Rothe 

 

Thank you so much 
parents and 
grandparents  

who participated and 
hosted a VBS site in 

your backyard or  
living room! 

We had 15 children registered  
and from what was shared in  
pictures and facebook posts,  
they had a great time. 
You are awesome to launch 
into this adventure to do VBS 
at home, blessing your chil-
dren/grandchildren and their 
friends. 
Keep up the wonderful work 
of spreading the Good News 
of Jesus Christ in fun new 
ways.  

Worship Attendance  
July    5 - 26 
July 12 - 20 
July 19 - 33 
July 26 - 36 



 

 

 

First United Methodist 
Church 
1006 16th Street, Hondo, Texas 78861 
(830) 584-0300 
 www.fumchondo.com 
fumchondo@gmail.com 

Save the Date: 
Church Picnic  

October 18 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 

  1 

 
9-12 Wellness Fair  
      Rick Taylor  
      Rec. Center 

 

August 2020  

2 
 
 

10:00am 
Communion 
Service  

 

3 
 
 

4 
 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
 

7 8 
 

9 
 
 

10:00am Worship 
 
 
 

10 
 
 

11 
 
 

Opportunity to help 
at  Food Pantry 
8:30 a.m. 

12 
 
 
 

13 
 
 
 
 

14 
 
 

Opportunity to help 
at  Food Pantry 
8:30 a.m. 

15 
 

16 
 
 

10:00am Worship  
 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
 

18 
 
 
 

19 
 
 
 

20 
 
 

Newsletter  
deadline 

 
 

21 
 
 

Opportunity to help 
at  Food Pantry 
8:00 a.m. 

 
 

22 

 

23 
 
 

10:00am Worship  
 
 

 

24 
 

 

25 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
 

27 
 
 

9:00am Newsletter 
Prep and Mailing 

28 29 

30 
 
 

10:00am Worship  

31 
 
 

Trustee  
Meeting  6:00 pm 

   

  
Save the Date: 
Church Picnic  

October 18 



 

 

Methodist Websites: 
First United Methodist, Hondo 

http://www.fumchondo.com/ 
Hill Country District UMC  

http://hcdumc.org/ 
Rio Texas Conference  

http://riotexas.org/ 
United Methodist Church  

http://www.umc.org/ 

First United Methodist Church 
“Serving Him by serving others.” 

(830) 584-0300  
fumchondo@gmail.com 

The Newsletter can be seen in full 
COLOR online at  

www.fumchondo.com. 

Backyard VBS - BOLT 
Was enjoyed if you 

missed it and are still  
interested contact the 

church office  
fumchondo@gmail.com 

Enjoy your 
summer 

Worship God 
and share 

Christ’s love 
and goodness 
with others 

Do all the good you can, 

by all the means you can, 

in all the ways you can,  

in all the places you can, 

at all the times you can, 

to all the people you can, 

as long as ever you can.    

             John Wesley 

http://www.fumchondo.com
http://hcdumc.org/
http://riotexas.org/
http://www.umc.org/

