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Office Hours... 
Monday - Thursday 
8:30 am  - 4:00 pm 

 
 

Church Staff... 
Pastor 

Rev. J. Paul Bruhn 
pastorbruhn@live.com 

 

Choir Director 
 Leon Steward 

 

Accompanist 
Victoria Reed 

 

Office Manager   
Marion Bruhn 

fumchondo@gmail.com 
 

Custodians,  
Ramon Martinez 

Angelica Martinez  
Jessica Gomez 

 

Nursery Attendant,  
Rosario Robles 
Laurie Schuh 

 

 

Save the Date: 
Church Picnic  

October 18 
It will truly be a picnic 

Bring  your  own basket… 
On Church grounds 

The Pastor’s Pondering 
Rev.  J. Paul Bruhn 

“The Trouble with the Truth” 
  
We are about two months away from the presidential election, and the “mud-
slinging” is in full progress. Candidates claim superiority over their opponent 
and dig up dirt like gold diggers in California during the gold-rush. I do under-
stand when people feel overwhelmed, disgusted, angry, helpless, … and the 
list goes on. How is one to deal with this continuing bombardment? Glad you 
asked. ;o) 
In about another week we will be able to have a look at the platforms of both 
parties. Ultimately, in this Constitutional Republic we do not only elect a Presi-
dent, but whoever that individual is, they bring their party’s platform to be used 
as guidelines for laws and policies that will govern our homeland for the next 
four years – at least. One definitely hopes that there is some truth to be found 
in those platforms and the planks from which they are construed. 
What kind of measuring stick should we use to make an informed decision 
who we will give our vote? I propose a measuring stick that sticks with the 
truth. For years now I have heard people referring to truth in this way, “Well, 
you have your truth, and I have my truth, let’s just agree to disagree.” I call 
“baloney” on that since the other term is not fit for a pastor’s column. Truth is 
neutral and unwavering. Our forefathers had it right, when they required that 
people would swear that they “tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, so help me God.” 
While others might wonder, Christians have the great advantage to conduct 
their life in accordance with the Bible. Jesus states in John 14:6, “I am the 
way. the truth, and the life. No one comes to the father except through 
Me.” (MEV) And just six chapters earlier Jesus provides this encouragement 
to his followers, “You shall know the truth, and the truth shall set your 
free.” (John 8:32, MEV) 
That is why it is so important to realize that there is not an undefined number 
of ways to GOD, just ONE, Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son, who died on 
our behalf, so we can go without punishment and enter into an exclusive eter-
nal relationship with Father GOD. All that is needed is that we accept Jesus 
the Christ as our personal Savior and LORD. 
How then shall we define truth? Let us go back to the red print. Jesus states in 
John 17:17, “Sanctify them by Your truth, Your Word is truth.” (MEV) In case 
you are wondering the Greek term for “Word” is LOGOS, the eternal un-
changeable word of GOD, and hence the eternal unchangeable truth, given to 
us by GOD in the writings of the Bible. 
John, the Gospel writer that is providing the scriptural foundations today, be-
gins his very Gospel with these words, ”In the beginning was the Word 
(LOGOS, all through this passage), and the Word was with GOD, and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were created 
through Him, and without Him nothing was created that was created, In Him 
was life, and the life was the light of mankind. … He came to His own, and His 
own people did not receive Him. Yet to all who received Him, He gave the 
power to become Sons of God, to those who believed in His name, who were 
born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God.” (John 1:1-4 and 11-13, MEV) 
As believers in CHRIST, we are sons and daughters of the One and Only 
Most High GOD, and we owe it to Him to not only pray, “… Your will be done, 
Your Kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven…” but we are charged to con-
duct our life to His standards and advance His standards in our society, since 
we received from God “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness,” which are 
some of the inalienable rights GOD is providing for us, GOD and not the laws 
of this nation. 
So let us study the Word of GOD as described in Psalm 119 – the 22 devo-
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Our Prayer Concerns  
Judy Bryant  

Rudy Cantanilla 
Claire Carver 

 Robert Clopton 
RoAnn Crawford 
Hilo DelBosque 
Debbie Dryden 

Jan Freeman 
Ralph Gilliam 

Tracy Halliburton  
Will Hartnett 

Dante Hoelting 
David Howard 

Barbara Ledbetter 
Mary Marsh 

Rosa Martinez 
David McGehee 
Meghan Moss 

Sarah Moss 
Jennifer Parsons La Porte 

Russ &Eve Renuld 
Roy Rivera 
Mike Rothe 

Yolanda Saldana 
J.D. Schmidt 

Shaylene Voigt 
Barbara West 
Cathy Wood 
Kathy Yale 
Mary Zdeb 

 

Sharon Almond family 
Bill Moffett family 

Richard Muennink family 
Runhaar family 

 

Nursing Home: 
Joe Kailipaka 

 

Our Troops: 
Erik Arias 

William E. Bryant 
Logan Dean 

Joe Frank Garcia, III 
Kevin Rothe 

 

Memorials 
The following memorials have 

been received: 
In Memory of:  

Richard Muennink 
Ralph & Betty Gilliam 
Billy & Cheryl Stroud 

J.D. Schmidt 
Robert Schmidt 

Morris & Ellen Stevens 
Mike & Betty Crowell 
Ted & Joan Lindeman 

 

Our condolences to his family on 
the loss of their loved one 

tions are still available on Face-
book, and make GOD’s Word the 
measuring stick for any political 
party and their desire to have us 
support their platform. Scripture 
was once called Canon, which 
means “a general law, rule, prin-
ciple, or criterion by which some-
thing is judged. Sounds to me like 
GOD has given us what we need 
to make wise decisions come No-
vember. 
 

In CHRIST’s Unfailing Love 
Pastor J. Paul <>< Children’s Church News 

We are excited about being 
able to teach the Children’s 
Church classes this 
Fall.  We will begin Sunday, 
September 13, and will be 
studying Moses for four 
weeks. 
The following rules and 
guidelines will apply: 
-  Temperature check in the  
      Fellowship Hall before  
      class 
-  Everyone will: 
 use hand sanitizer upon 
        entering and leaving  
        the area 
  wear mask 
  sit on every other chair 
  possibly restrict number 
        of children 
-  The tables and chairs will  
       be sanitized each week
-  In cooler weather possibly 
       consider teaching out- 
       side 
We have three teachers 
who have agreed to teach 
and hope others will join us 
when they feel comfortable 
with the situation. 
Margie Strickler,  
Education Director 

Food  Drive  On 
 September 6! 

Our next Food Drive is on 
Communion Sunday, Septem-
ber 6.  
If you do not attend Sunday 
worship or you will be out of 
town for Labor Day, you can 
bring your food items to the 
Church office during the week 
(Aug. 31-Sept. 3; 8:30 a.m.- 4 
p.m.).  Also, the workers at the 
Food Pantry are requesting 
cans of corn and green beans 
particularly since those are 
staples along with canned 
meats and canned fruit in the 
food boxes.  The Food Pantry 
is a very important service in 
Hondo right now and our con-
tinued support helps keep the 
ministry going.  Our August 
contribution to the Food Pantry 
Drive was 138.55 pounds.  
Thanks also goes out to the 
Goya Foods Company for its 
August 17 donation.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for all your physi-
cal help with the Food Pan-
try in August.  You were a 
blessing in time of need. 
About 190 boxes were hand-
ed out. 
Next Distribution Sept. 3 

Suzanne Muennink  wrote this 
Thank You Card to the UMW/
Care Committee,  Thank you so 
much for baking all the cookies 
for after Richard’s funeral. They 
were scrumptious and so appre-
ciated. God bless all of you.  
Love  Suzanne Muennink 



 

 

UMW News 
               The Hondo UMW will  
               have a meeting on  
               September 2 at the    
               Church Fellowship Hall  
at 9:30 a.m.  Joan Lindeman will 
present the World Thank Offering 
program.  Be sure to continue 
filling your “Thankful Jars” with 
notes reminding you of what you 
are thankful for in your life.  Joan 
Lindeman will collect these jars at 
the September meeting.  Also 
bring your coins and money you 
have been saving in your World 
Thank Offering boxes and 
containers.  Wear your masks and 
remember social distancing.   
No refreshments will be served.   
See you soon!   
 

 
 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 
 

1 
Friends Academy  
starts 

2 
9:30am-UMW 

Meeting in 
Fellowship Hall 

3 
 
 
 

4 
 
 

5 
 

6 
10:00am-Communion    
               Service  
   Medina County  
   Food Pantry Food Drive 

7 
Labor Day  
Church Office closed 
 

8 
 
 

9 
  
 
 
 

10 
 
 

11 
      
 

12 
 

13 
10:00am-Worship  
10:30am Children’s Church 

14 
 
 
 

15 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
 

17 
 

18 
 
 
 
 

19 
 

20   
10:00am-Worship 
10:30am Children’s Church 

21 
Newsletter Deadline 
 
 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 
 

27 

10:00am-Worship 
10:30am Children’s Church 

28 
9:00am-Newsletter  
             Prep & Mail 
 
 

29 
 
 

30 
 

  

 

Worship Attendance  
Aug.   2  - 37 
Aug.   9  - 37 
Aug. 16  - 43 
Aug. 23  - 47 
Aug. 30  - 47 

Save the Date: Church Picnic October 18 
It will truly be a picnic : bring  your  folding 

chair, a picnic basket and enjoy the fellowship 
On Church grounds 

September 2020 

Worship Assistants 
Liturgists  
Sept.   6  -   Chris Kailipaka 
Sept. 13  -   Jan Weems  
Sept. 20  -    Marion Bruhn 
Sept. 27  -   Brenda Presage  
Finance Counters   
Sept.   6  -   Tricia Boll 
Sept. 13  -   Bert Herrmann 
Sept. 20  -    Marion Bruhn 
Sept. 27  -   Tricia Boll 

Trustee Counters  
Sept.   6  -   Lorine Hackebeil 
Sept. 13  -   Brenda Prestage 
Sept. 20  -    Mike Weems 
Sept. 27  -   Edmund Strickler 
 
Children’s Church 
Sept. 13  -   Marcy Rothe 
Sept. 20  -    Sandy Callis 
Sept. 27  -   Margie Strickler 

Financial Report 
June, 2020 

2020 Budget: $322,099.00 
Monthly: $26,841.60 

 

General Fund      $46,158.92 
Income:   23,580.76 
Expense:   23,363.90 
Balance:   $ 46,375.78   
 

Building Fund $47,339.62 
Interest:                       3.89  
Balance:   $47,343.51 
 

Memorial Fund $20,579.26 
Interest:    1.69  
Balance:   $20,580.95 
 

Altar Fund $1,233.54 
Grant                                    999.08 
Interest            0.13 
Balance:   $2,232.75 
 

Scholarship  $33,620.16 
(No statement for June) 

2020 Pledges: 
34 Families  

General Fund Pledges 
$146,475.00 

Building Fund Pledges 
$9,600.00 



 

 

Methodist Websites: 
First United Methodist, Hondo 

http://www.fumchondo.com/ 
Hill Country District UMC  

http://hcdumc.org/ 
Rio Texas Conference  

http://riotexas.org/ 
United Methodist Church  

http://www.umc.org/ 

First United Methodist Church 
“Serving Him by serving others.” 

(830) 584-0300  
fumchondo@gmail.com 
www.fumchondo.com  
 

The Newsletter can be seen in full 
COLOR online at  

www.fumchondo.com. Do all the good you can, 

by all the means you can, 

in all the ways you can,  

in all the places you can, 

at all the times you can, 

to all the people you can, 

as long as ever you can.    

             John Wesley 

Card Again  
Announcement  

Greeting cards are  

available for sale in the  

fellowship hall.  

Birthday, Get Well,  

Sympathy and more are  

only 50 cents each.   

All sales benefit women’s 

ministries.  

Tricia Boll wrote  
Challenges are good learning op-
portunities, at least that’s what I’d 
like to believe.  With the Covid 
outbreak, I’m having to learn more 
about technology and how to use 
it for church and Sunday school.   
I am now offering a Zoom Sun-
day school class on Saturdays 
at 11:00 a.m.  If there is anyone 
who would like to join this class 
from their home on Saturday 
mornings, please let me know and 
with a quick tutorial, you’ll be 
ready to participate.  You can also 
join us from your smart phone.  
We are using Bible Study Fellow-
ship studies that are available on 
a phone application called 
WordGo.  We will complete our 
first short-term study (on John 1-3) 
on August 29 and will begin anoth-
er on September 4th.  Please feel 
free to contact me at pad-
bad452@msn.com and we will get 
you ready to join our studies.  God 
has again provided for His Word 
to be spread throughout the world, 
digitally.  Thank you, Jesus! 

http://www.fumchondo.com
http://hcdumc.org/
http://riotexas.org/
http://www.umc.org/
http://www.fumchondo.com


 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


