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The Pastor’s Pondering 
Rev.  J. Paul Bruhn 
 

We are only a few days from election day,  
and people from all kinds of political convictions 
feel tension, uneasiness, and even fear,  
thinking about the outcome of the election of 2020.  
Praying and seeking the LORD in this matter I did receive this 
guidance – and no, it does not tell you how to vote. 
 

Isaiah 6:1–5 (ESV) 
        In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the  
        Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up;  
        and the train of his robe filled the temple.  
        Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings:  
        with two he covered his face, and with two he covered  
        his feet, and with two he flew. And one called to another  
        and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;  
        the whole earth is full of his glory!” And the foundations  
        of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called,  
        and the house was filled with smoke.  
        And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of  
        unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of  
        unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord  
        of hosts!” 
 

Not to scare anyone, but some hopes and dreams will be 
dead after this election. Can you sense Isaiah’s uncertainty 
with king Uzziah being gone? Who will follow? What might be 
the -- intended as well as unintended – consequences? 
Suddenly there is divine revelation that GOD is still on HIS 
throne, not nervous or fearful, but majestic and certain. No 
matter which political party will carry the day and present the 
President for the 2021-2024 period, GOD is still on the 
throne. Take solace in that truth, yet continue to fast and 
pray, that GOD’s will be done and GOD’s Kingdom come in 
your own life as well as in Washington D.C.. 
The beginning of Psalm 121 declares, “I lift up my eyes to the 
hills. From where does my help come? My help comes from 
the LORD, who made heaven and earth.” 
Over the last two decades plus there has been a teaching in 
the Christian community concerning the Seven Mountains or 
the Seven Spheres of influence. They include family, govern-
ment, religion, business, education, entertainment, and me-
dia. The basic idea is to make sure that all seven mountains 
are governed by GOD-fearing individuals. As I explained be-
fore there is no separation between our Christian faith and 
other aspects of our life. Instead all that we do is meant to be 
done to the glory of GOD (Colossians 3:17) 

http://www.fumchondo.com


 

 

Lay Leader Tricia Boll 
I just re-read my article for the October 2019 
newsletter, and it is a startling reminder of 
how quickly things can change, even in 
church where things change very slowly.   
Having now officially entered the digital age, 

our church ministries and ministers are needing to learn 
some new skills.  Lay Leaders are required to take con-
tinuing education classes, so this past summer I took 
Creating a Digital Ministry through BeA-Disciple.com.   
As a result of that training and the guidance provided by 
our digitally-talented pastor, there are now three avenues 
available for those who want to join the Chapel Class  
Bible study.   
You can join via Zoom on Saturdays at 11:00 but you 
need to let me know so I can invite you.  That Zoom 
class is recorded and posted on our church’s FaceBook 
page under the Groups Tab, Chapel Class on Zoom 
Group (once there, ask to be invited into this Private 
Group and you’ll be allowed soon after your request.   
It’s private so as to protect all the member’s privacy.).  
And, lastly, you can attend on Sunday mornings at 9:15.  
We do observe the Covid precautions in this live class.   
Thus far, we have used studies provided by Bible Study 
Fellowship, Lifeway Publishing.  We are currently study-
ing the Book of Acts.  An added dimension of the BSF 
studies is a Bible App (WordGo for smart phones) that 
streamlines all that we are studying.    
This is an exciting time of change in the study of God’s 
Word.   
If you have any questions or would like more information, 
please feel free to call me. You can get my number from 
the church office.        Tricia Boll 

 While each of these moun-
tains can serve as a channel 
to GOD’s grace and sustain-
ing power, the source is not 
the mountain itself, but GOD 
Almighty. We cannot afford 
to put our trust in human 
systems, we need to put our 
trust in the LORD, the Maker 
of heaven and earth. We 
need to seek HIM daily and 
following HIS guidance live 
our lives to biblical standards 
preparing the way of the 
LORD. You may wonder if 
that is even possible. Turn-
ing to the biblical stories of 
Judge Deborah, and Daniel 
– who served under three 
different rulers, it becomes 
clear that those who trust in 
the LORD, will find refuge 
even under difficult circum-
stances, and GOD will use 
them to bring HIS rule to frui-
tion. 
May GOD bless us all as we 
continue to pray for local, 
state, and federal govern-
ment, and may we see HIS 
Kingdom come to break-
through in our life-time. 
Keep the faith and stay safe! 
Pastor J. Paul Bruhn <>< 



 

 

UMW News 
   The monthly meeting  
           of UMW will be on  
           November 4 in the  
        church Fellowship Hall 
at 9:30 am.   
Betty Gilliam will present the 
annual Pledge Service and  
Chris Kailipaka will bring the  
5-minute response.   
Remember to bring your  
mask and that we will  
practice social distancing. 
No refreshments will be 
served.   
It will be good to be together 
again! 

Food  Drive  On November 1 
Our October food drive 
brought in 244.2 pounds!  
Congratulations church!  
Our next Food Drive is on 
Communion Sunday, 
November 1.  Let’s try to 
bring that much and more!  
If you do not attend Sunday 
worship or you will be out of 
town, you can bring your 
food items to the Church 
office during the week 
(Monday-Thursday, 8:30 
a.m.- 4 p.m.).  Thank you 
also to those who contribute 
financially allowing the 
purchase of goods to stock 
the shelves!   
Thank you to everyone for 
opening your hearts to this 
ministry.  

Medina County Food Pantry  
Writes: 

On behalf of the Medina 
County Food Pantry, 

thank you for your 
generous contribution, of 
over 1000 lbs of assorted 

non-perishables! 
Its’s people like you who 

who make a real 
difference in helping those 

of all ages in our 
community who are 

hungry.  
We also want to thank you 
for allowing us to have our 
Board Meetings each and 
every month for over 25 

years free of charge, 
which allowed us to 

continue to function as a 
non-profit 

Thank you again. 
With Sincere Gratitude,  

the MCFP Board of 
Directors & Volunteers 

. 

San Antonio Food Bank  
 We also thank every one 
helping with the monthly 
distribution of the San 
Antonio Food Bank. Many 
have helped several times. 
Last month we were well 
represented with 12 people! 
And we had 4 new people 
that time!!! You are 
awesome. Next chance to 
help is on Nov. 10. 

 

 Worship Assistants 
Liturgists  
Nov.   1  - Brenda Prestage 
Nov.   8  - Joan Lineman 
Nov. 15 - Jan Weems  
Nov. 22 - Ed Strickler  
Nov. 29 - Brenda Vavricek  
 

Finance Counters   
Nov.   1  - Bruce Martin 
Nov.   8  - Tricia Boll 
Nov. 15 -  Virgil Boll 
Nov. 22 -  Joan Lindeman 
Nov. 29 -  Marion Bruhn 
 

Trustee Counters  
Nov.   1  - Jim Callis 
Nov.   8  - Brenda Prestage 
Nov. 15 - Mike Weems 
Nov. 22 - Lorine Hackebeil 
Nov. 29 - Ed Strickler  
 

Children’s Church 
Nov.   1  -  Marcy Rothe 
Nov.   8  -  Sandi Callis 
Nov. 15 -  Margie Strickler 
Nov. 22 -  Margie Strickler 
Nov. 29 -  Sandi Callis 

Worship Attendance  
Oct.    4  - 50 
Oct.  11 - 50 
Oct.  18 - 32 
Oct.  25 - 49    



 

 

Our Prayer Concerns  
Judy Bryant 

Rudy Cantanilla 
Claire Carver 

Robert Clopton 
Betty Crowell 

Hilo DelBosque 
Debbie Dryden 

Jan Freeman 
Ralph Gilliam 

Tracy Halliburton  
Will Hartnett 
Angie Hawley 
David Howard 

Barbara Ledbetter 
Mary Marsh 

Rosa Martinez 
David McGehee 
Meghan Moss 

Sarah Moss 
Melissa Murry 

Jennifer Parsons La 
Porte 

Roy Rivera 
Yolanda Saldana 

J.D. Schmidt 
Eva Schuh 

Rhonda Sutherly 
Shaylene Voigt 

Mary Zdeb 
 

Nursing Home: 
Joe Kailipaka 

 
Our Troops: 

Erik Arias 
William E. Bryant 

Logan Dean 
Bryan Franklin 

Joe Frank Garcia, III 
Benjamin Highsmith 

Kevin Rothe 
 

Family and friends of: 
Sophia Castro 

RoAnn Crawford 
John Melton 

Thanksgiving Dinner  
We are very sorry to an-
nounce we will not be able 
to have our annual 
Thanksgiving meal.  
The Finance Committee 
met last week and dis-
cussed the feasibility of a 
Thanksgiving meal and 
fellowship, as has been 
our tradition. Even though 
we could cater the meal 
and have individually 
packaged meals, we would 
not have the space to seat 
people with proper social 
distancing. 
According to newer re-
ports there are 20+ covid 
cases in Medina County 
and we have been advised 
to be vigilant and follow 
the proper safety guide-
lines, which means masks 
for everyone. 

Stewardship Campaign 
2021 

We started our Steward-
ship Campaign for 2021 
by sending you a giving 
statement per September 
30, 2020 and included a 

2021 pledge card.  
We are adding pledge 

card to this edition of the 
Circuit Rider.  

Please consider the ways 
you will support our 

church with your prayers, 
presence, service, gifts 

and witness.  
Please fill out a pledge 
card and bring it to the 

Worship Service on  
November 22.  

Even though we will not 
have a Thanksgiving 

meal, we want to  
celebrate God’s goodness 
and provision in this unu-
sual year and declare the 
hope and trust we have in 

God for the coming 
church year.  

Ring the Bell –  
Fill the Kettle 

We are asked to “Ring the 
Bell – Fill the Kettle” for  
the Salvation Army at two 

entrances of the local 
Walmart on December 11 

and 12, from 9 am to 3 pm.  
Please help us by signing up 
for an hour shift, to ring the 

kettle, spread Christmas 
cheer, smile with your eyes 
and provide help for people 

in need. 



 

 

While each of these mountains can 
serve as a channel to GOD’s grace and 
sustaining power, the source is not 
the mountain itself, but GOD Al-
mighty. We cannot afford to put our 
trust in human systems, we need to 
put our trust in the LORD, the Maker 
of heaven and earth. We need to seek 
HIM daily and following HIS guidance 
live our lives to biblical standards 
preparing the way of the LORD. You 
may wonder if that is even possible. 
Turning to the biblical stories of 
Judge Deborah, and Daniel – who 
served under three different rulers, it 
becomes clear that those who trust in 
the LORD, will find refuge even under 

difficult circumstances, and GOD will 
use them to bring HIS rule to fruition. 
May GOD bless us all as we continue 
to pray for local, state, and federal 
government, and may we see HIS 
Kingdom come to breakthrough in 
our life-time. 
Keep the faith and stay safe! 
Pastor J. Paul Bruhn <>< 

First United Methodist 
Church 
1006 16th Street, Hondo, Texas 78861 
(830) 584-0300 
 www.fumchondo.com 
fumchondo@gmail.com 

November 
2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  Time Change 
10:00 am Communion 
                Service 
10:30 am Children’s  
                Church 
Food Drive for Medina 
County Food Pantry  

2 3 4 
9:30 am UMW Meeting 
 
 
 
 6:00 pm  Dramatic Diva 
                Production 

5 6 7 

8 
10:00 am Worship Service 
10:30 am Children’s  
                Church 
Bethlehem Christian 
  5:00 pm Dramatic Diva 
                Production 

9 10 11   

Dramatic Diva  

Productions  

Presents a virtual 

Murder Mystery  

“Revenge at the  

Reunion” 

12 13 14 

15 
10:00 am Worship Service 
10:30 am Children’s  
                Church 

16 17 18 19 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

20 21 

22 
10:00 am Worship Service 

Celebrating of God’s  
provision in 2020 and  
our pledge for 2021 
10:30 am Children’s  
                Church 

23 
 

24 
Newsletter 
Prep & Mail 

25 
 

26 
Happy 
Thanks  
Giving 
 
Office Closed 

27 28 

29 
10:00 am Worship Service 
10:30 am Children’s  
                Church 

30      



 

 

Methodist Websites: 
First United Methodist, Hondo 

http://www.fumchondo.com/ 
Hill Country District UMC  

http://hcdumc.org/ 
Rio Texas Conference  

http://riotexas.org/ 
United Methodist Church  

http://www.umc.org/ 

First United Methodist Church 
“Serving Him by serving others.” 

(830) 584-0300  
fumchondo@gmail.com 

The Newsletter can be seen in full 
COLOR online at  

www.fumchondo.com. Do all the good you can, 

by all the means you can, 

in all the ways you can,  

in all the places you can, 

at all the times you can, 

to all the people you can, 

as long as ever you can.    

             John Wesley 

“It is good to give 
thanks to the 
LORD,  
And to sing praises 
to Your name,  
O Most High;  
To declare Your 
lovingkindness in 
the morning,  
And Your faithful-
ness every night.” 
  Psalms   92:1-2    

http://www.fumchondo.com
http://hcdumc.org/
http://riotexas.org/
http://www.umc.org/


 

 


