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The Pastor’s Pondering 
Rev.  J. Paul Bruhn 
 

THANK YOU to all the members of our                 
church family! I am grateful for your faithfulness                     
to the Kingdom of GOD and our church family.                          
I count my blessings when I realize that we have done more 
outreach this year than before, although the means of spread-
ing the Gospel have changed, the source of grace, and divine 
love, and forgiveness remains the same. 

You cannot omit it. You go into a store and there is the 
elevator-style music playing in the background. While we are 
just around the corner of Thanksgiving the commercial calen-
dar is already tuned in to Christmas for a whole month, since 
covid caused Black Friday to turn into Black November. One 
of the tunes that tries to sneak it’s way into our mind claims, 
“It’s the most wonderful time of the year!” No offense, but I 
beg to differ considering the ongoing challenges with all kinds 
of covid statistics and election fights. I began wondering 
which song or hymn would describe best the way that I am 
currently feeling. – Yes, I did use the scary f-word, even 
though I am an import from the stern upper lip German part of 
the planet. 

So what if this season of Advent, of preparation is really 
meant to help us move away from all the commercialism and 
to refocus on the reason for the season, Jesus of Nazareth, 
the Christ (Anointed one), GOD’s only begotten Son, who 
came and gave His life so we may live with Him in eternity? 

GOD has called us not just to a one-time decision, but 
to partner with GOD in advancing GOD’s Kingdom, sphere of 
influence, worldview. We are fellow workers with the Holy 
Spirit, and our job is to know HIM and to make HIM known, in 
spite, if not because of the problems we are experiencing. 

The hymn that came to my mind was written by Charles 
Wesley, the co-founder of the Methodist movement, about 
270 years ago. 
  

AND ARE WE YET ALIVE 
(Charles Wesley © 1749) 

 
1. And are we yet alive 
and see each other’s face? 
Glory and thanks to Jesus give 
for his almighty grace! 
  
2. Preserved by power divine 
to full salvation here, 
Again in Jesus’ praise we join, 
and in his sight appear. 
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3. What troubles have we 
seen, 
what mighty conflicts past, 
Fightings without and fears 
within, 
since we assembled last!  
 
4. Yet out of all the LORD 
has brought us by his love; 
And still he does his help  
afford, 
and hides our life above. 
  
5. Then let us make our 
boast 
of his redeeming power, 
Which saves us to the  
uttermost, 
till we can sin no more. 
  
6. Let us take up the cross 
till we the crown obtain, 
And gladly reckon all things 
loss 
so we may Jesus gain. 
 
 

We are alive by the 
grace of GOD and we are 
called to live our lives to 
His glory. May you find the 
courage to live every day in 
the grace of GOD sharing 
His mercy with those 
around you. And maybe – 
just maybe – you will find a 
moment to share with your 
loved ones which hymn or 
song is your favorite, while 
making a joyful noise unto 
the LORD. (Psalm 100:1) 
  
Keep the faith and stay 
safe! 
Pastor J. Paul Bruhn  <>< 

Lay Leader 
Tricia Boll  
The RioTexas Confer-
ence is providing online 
trainings in digital minis-

try for churches.  Nona Jones, author 
of From Social Media to Social Minis-
try, was a speaker at one of those 
trainings recently.  She is also a pas-
tor and the head of global faith-based 
partnerships at Facebook.   She has 
helped ministries worldwide use so-
cial technology as a tool for ministry.  
In her book, she asks this question:  
what if a church’s effectiveness was 
measured by how far the church 
community reaches out instead of 
only how much the sanctuary fills up?  
Using Jesus as a perfect example, 
Nona recalls Jesus didn’t only serve 
the needs of the people on the Sab-
bath in the synagogue, He met the 
needs of the people as He encoun-
tered them.  Covid-19 has changed 
the way people interact and worship, 
and when Jesus gave mankind the 
Great Commission, he didn’t specify 
that we make disciples only within the 
walls of a building.  In-person is the 
best way to encounter people and 
establish trusting relationships.  But it 
is not the only way.  We must shift 
our thinking and our ministries and 
stop waiting for people to find us.  
There are so many people on social 
media who are wanting to connect 
with others.  Our church needs a so-
cial ministry strategy and a team to 
carry the strategy out.  Nona’s book 
outlines how to plan, build, launch 
and lead what she calls a Facebook 
Campus.  I would gladly be on the 
team to build disciples of Jesus 
Christ through social media for our 
church.  Who is willing to join the 
team?  Call me, email me, or talk to 
me at worship….let’s get this going! 
Amen.  

Angel Tree   
For several years we have  
participated in the Angel 
Tree project, that provides 
Christmas gifts for children 
of prisoners. Usually you 
went out and purchased 
gifts, that is not an option 
this year.  
The process is a little  
different: 
You can sponsor a child for 
$22.- the child will receive 
a $20 Walmart gift-card, 
the parent’s message to 
the child, a Gospel presen-
tation and the opportunity 
to request a free Adventure 
Bible. ($2 will be for ship-
ping and handling). 
There is also the possibility 
to donate $42 in this case 
the child would receive a 
$40 gift-card.  
We signed up to sponsor 
15 children.  
If you would like to partici-
pate here are your options: 
Take one of the 15 cards 
of the Angel Tree and put it 
in the offering plate with 
your $22 ($42) cash or 
check (made out to the 
church for Angel Tree).  
Or contact the Church-
office to sponsor a child 
and send a check.  
We will need to receive 
your contribution by  
December 13, 2020.  
We appreciate you contin-
uing to support this minis-
try. 

January 5th the first Sunday of the new year we will celebrate   
a Covenant Renewal Service in John Wesley’s tradition.  

You will have the chance to commit yourself to God  
and His purpose for you as part of the service.   



 

 

UMW News 
  The monthly meeting  
           of UMW is on  
           December 2 in the  
           church Fellowship  
           Hall at 9:30 am.   
We will prepare Christmas 
cards to be delivered by the 
Rotary Club members to 
those who receive services 
from the Medina Senior 
Center. 
The Sock Tree will be 
available in the narthex 
again this year for 
donations, but with a twist.  
The donations will go to the 
Bluebonnet Children’s 
Center this year.   
We are asking for gifts of 
socks and underwear for 
children only.  The items 
must remain in the original 
packaging.  Items will be 
collected through the month 
of December.   
Remember to bring your 
mask and that we will 
practice social distancing.   
It will be good to be together 
again! 
 

Food  Drive On December 6 
Our next Food Drive is on 
Communion Sunday, 
December 6.   
Our November Food Drive 
brought in 198.4 pounds.  
Let’s try to bring that much 
and more!  If you do not 
attend Sunday worship or 
you will be out of town, you 
can bring your food items to 
the Church office during the 
week (Nov. 30-Dec.3, 
Monday-Thursday, 8:30 
a.m.- 4 p.m.).   
Please know that the Food 
Pantry is deeply 

appreciative of your giving 
and your generosity.  Thank 
you to everyone for opening 
your hearts to this ministry.   

 
Medina County Food Pantry  

Writes: 
On behalf of the Medina 

County Food Pantry, 
thank you for your 

generous contribution, of 
over 1000 lbs of assorted 

non-perishables! 
Its’s people like you who 

who make a real 
difference in helping those 

of all ages in our 
community who are 

hungry.  
We also want to thank you 
for allowing us to have our 
Board Meetings each and 
every month for over 25 

years free of charge, 
which allowed us to 

continue to function as a 
non-profit 

Thank you again. 
With Sincere Gratitude,  

the MCFP Board of 
Directors & Volunteers 

 
 

San Antonio Food Bank  
 Next San Antonio Food 
Bank Distribution will be 
December 12, 2020. 

Worship Assistants 
Liturgists  
Dec.   6  -  Busse Family 
Dec. 13  -  Play 
Dec. 20  -  Chris Kailipaka 
Dec. 24  -  5pm Jan Weems 
Dec. 24  -  7pm Brenda V. 
Dec. 27  -  Ed Strickler 
 

Finance Counters   
Dec.   6  -  Tricia Boll 
Dec. 13  -  Tricia Boll 
Dec. 20  -   Brenda Vavricek 
Dec. 27  -  
 

Trustee Counters  
Dec.   6  -  Jim Callis  
Dec. 13  - Lorine Hackebeil 
Dec. 20  -  Brenda Vavricek 
Dec. 27  -  Jim Callis 
 

Children’s Church 
Dec.   6  -  Marcy Rothe 
Dec. 13  -  Play 
Dec. 20  -  Sandy Callis 
Dec. 27  -  Margie Strickler 

Worship Attendance  
Nov.    1  - 51 
Nov.    8  - 53 
Nov.  15  - 70 
Nov.  22  - 62 

Nov. 29 -    



 

 

Our Prayer Concerns  
Robert Clopton 
Betty Crowell 

Hilo DelBosque 
Debbie Dryden 

Jeff Friesenhahn 
Ralph Gilliam 

Tracy Halliburton  
Will Hartnett 
Angie Hawley 
David Howard 

Barbara Ledbetter 
Rosa Martinez 

David McGehee 
Meghan Moss 

Sarah Moss 
Melissa Murry 

Jennifer Parsons La Porte 
Roy Rivera 

Sandy Robinson 
J.D. Schmidt 
Eva Schuh 

Rhonda Sutherly 
Shaylene Voigt 

Mary Zdeb 
Tom  

 

Nursing Home: 
Joe Kailipaka 

 

Our Troops: 
Erik Arias 

William E. Bryant 
Logan Dean 

Bryan Franklin 
Joe Frank Garcia, III 
Benjamin Highsmith 

Kevin Rothe 
 

Family and friends of: 
Sophia Castro 

RoAnn Crawford 
John Melton 

Richard Muennink 

Ring the Bell –  
Fill the Kettle 

We are asked to “Ring the 
Bell – Fill the Kettle” for  
the Salvation Army at two 

entrances of the local 
Walmart on December 11 

and 12, from 9 am to 3 pm.  
Please help us by signing up 
for an hour shift, to ring the 

kettle, spread Christmas 
cheer, smile with your eyes 
and provide help for people 

in need. 

Memorials 
The following memorials 

have been received 
In Memory of: 

 

John Melton 
Barbara Fisher 

 

Richard Muennink 
Barbara Fisher 

 

Anna Van DeWalle 
Tom & Marcy Rothe 

Wesley Nurse 
A heartfelt “Welcome” to 
our new Wesley Nurse 

Barbara West 
She is currently in train-
ing and hopes to be able 
to see clients sometime 

in February. 

Children’s Church 
There will be only three 
times of Children’s Church 
this month due to the  
Children’s performance on 
December 13. 
Our teachers will be Marcy 
Rothe, Sandy Callis, Margie 
Strickler.  Thank you for your 
support. 
Please pray about becoming 
a teacher (men and women) 
for 2021.  Currently, there 
are only three teachers, and 
we need your help!  We will 
continue with Part Two of 
the Old Testament.  You will 
need to complete the Safe 
Gathering security check.  
We are hopeful that our chil-
dren will return to Children’s 
Sunday School, and we 
want to be here for them. 
Margie Strickler, Education 
Director 
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December 2020 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 2 
9:30am UMW  
       meeting 

3 
6:00pm Choir  
       Practice 

4 5 

6       Food Drive  
10:00 am Communion 
                Service   
10:30 am Children’s  
                Church  
 2:00 pm  Charge  
                Conference 

7 8 9 10 
6:00pm Choir  
       Practice 

11 
Ring the Bell 

Feed the  
Kettle  

Walmart  
9-3 

12 
Ring the Bell 

Feed the  
Kettle  

Walmart  
9-3 

13 
10:00 am Worship 
                Service   

With Christmas Play 

14 15 16 17 
6:00pm Choir  
       Practice 

18 19 

20 
10:00 am Worship 
                Service   
10:30 am Children’s  
                Church  

21 
Newsletter  
Deadline 

22 23 24 
Christmas Eve 

Services 
at    5:00pm 
and 7:00pm 

25 26 

27 
10:00 am Worship 
                Service   
10:30 am Children’s  
                Church  

28 29 
Newsletter  
Prep & Mail 

30 31   



 

 

Methodist Websites: 
First United Methodist, Hondo 

http://www.fumchondo.com/ 
Hill Country District UMC  

http://hcdumc.org/ 
Rio Texas Conference  

http://riotexas.org/ 
United Methodist Church  

http://www.umc.org/ 

First United Methodist Church 
“Serving Him by serving others.” 

(830) 584-0300  
fumchondo@gmail.com 

The Newsletter can be seen in full 
COLOR online at  

www.fumchondo.com. Do all the good you can, 

by all the means you can, 

in all the ways you can,  

in all the places you can, 

at all the times you can, 

to all the people you can, 

as long as ever you can.    

             John Wesley 

An other Thank You 
Dramatic Diva Productions 
wrote, 
Thank you for the many 
ways FUMC has supported 
our virtual production of 
“REVENGE AT THE  
REUNION”! 
From suggesting we do a 
virtual show to letting us 
rehearse in the Fellowship 
Hall, to church members 
being in the show, to buying 
an ad, to buying tickets,… 
WOW! Such support!  
We are so fortunate to be 
part of such a wonderful 
church family! 
Happiness always, 
Kathy Blaunt and  
Susan Freeman 
Dramatic Diva Productions 

Choir News 
Praise God!!! 

Choir is starting up.  
We are having Choir 

practice at  
6 pm on Thursday  

evenings.  
Come and join us as we 
make a joyful noise and 

praise the Lord. 

http://www.fumchondo.com
http://hcdumc.org/
http://riotexas.org/
http://www.umc.org/


 

 


