
 

Worship Sunday 
December 27, 2020 

 
 
 
Prelude 
 

Gathering Words: 
In the beginning was the Word,  

 and the Word was with GOD, 
 and the Word was GOD. 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth.  
Let the seas roar and the mountains quake. 

Christ was in the beginning with GOD. All things came into being through Him. 
Sing to the LORD a new song, for GOD has done marvelous things. 

What has come into being in Him was life, and that life was the light of all people. 
Let heaven and earth break forth into joyous song, singing praises to our GOD. 

The light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it. 
Christ, our light, shines forth in glory. Christ, our life, brings us grace and truth. Alleluia! 
 

Hymn:  # 251 “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”    
 

Opening Prayer:  
God of life and light, as You came on that Christmas morning so many years ago, come to us 
today. Gather us into Your light and love and fill us with the brightness of Your glory. 
Shine the light of Your love into the recesses of our lives, that we may walk in darkness no 
longer.  This we ask in the Name of our Savior and LORD, Jesus of Nazareth, the CHRIST, 
Your only begotten Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one GOD forever 
and ever.  Amen. 
 

First Scripture Reading:  Isaiah 61:10–62:3 (NLT) 
I am overwhelmed with joy in the Lord my God! For he has dressed me with the clothing of 
salvation and draped me in a robe of righteousness. I am like a bridegroom dressed for his wedding 
or a bride with her jewels. The Sovereign Lord will show his justice to the nations of the world. 
Everyone will praise him! His righteousness will be like a garden in early spring, with plants springing 
up everywhere. Because I love Zion, I will not keep still. Because my heart yearns for Jerusalem, I 
cannot remain silent. I will not stop praying for her until her righteousness shines like the dawn, and 
her salvation blazes like a burning torch. The nations will see your righteousness. World leaders will 
be blinded by your glory. And you will be given a new name by the Lord’s own mouth. 
The Lord will hold you in his hand for all to see— a splendid crown in the hand of God. 
 

Hymn: # 408  “The Gift of Love” 
 

Community and Pastoral Prayer 
 

Second Reading: Luke 2:22–40 (NLT) 
Then it was time for their purification offering, as required by the law of Moses after the birth of a 
child; so his parents took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord.  The law of the Lord says,  
“If a woman’s first child is a boy, he must be dedicated to the Lord.” So they offered the sacrifice 
required in the law of the Lord—“either a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”   At that time 
there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He was righteous and devout and was eagerly 
waiting for the Messiah to come and rescue Israel. The Holy Spirit was upon him and had revealed 



 

to him that he would not die until he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. That day the Spirit led him to the 
Temple. So when Mary and Joseph came to present the baby Jesus to the Lord as the law required, 
Simeon was there. He took the child in his arms and praised God, saying, “Sovereign Lord, now let 
your servant die in peace, as you have promised. I have seen your salvation, which you have 
prepared for all people. He is a light to reveal God to the nations, and he is the glory of your people 
Israel!” Jesus’ parents were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them, 
and he said to Mary, the baby’s mother, “This child is destined to cause many in Israel to fall, and 
many others to rise. He has been sent as a sign from God, but many will oppose him. As a result, 
the deepest thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your very soul.” Anna, 
a prophet, was also there in the Temple. She was the daughter of Phanuel from the tribe of Asher, 
and she was very old. Her husband died when they had been married only seven years. Then she 
lived as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the Temple but stayed there day and night, 
worshiping God with fasting and prayer. She came along just as Simeon was talking with Mary and 
Joseph, and she began praising God. She talked about the child to everyone who had been waiting 
expectantly for God to rescue Jerusalem. When Jesus’ parents had fulfilled all the requirements of 
the law of the Lord, they returned home to Nazareth in Galilee. There the child grew up healthy and 
strong. He was filled with wisdom, and God’s favor was on him. 
 

Young Disciples 

 

Hymn:  # 238 “Angels We Have Heard on High”    
 

Message:  “Feeding on GOD’s Word ”  by Pastor J. Paul Bruhn <>< 
 

Closing Hymn: # 246 ”Joy to the World”  
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude 

  
Worship Assistants: 
Rev. J. Paul Bruhn     Edmund Strickler Liturgist 
Leon Steward, Choir Director    Tricia Boll, Lay Leader 
Victoria Reed, Accompanist    Brenda Vavricek & Jim Callis, Counters 
Margie Strickler, Children’s Church 

 
Prayer Concerns:   

Robert Clopton, Hilo DelBosque, Debbie Dryden, Jeff Friesenhahn, Ralph Gilliam,  
Tracy Halliburton, Will Hartnett, Dante Hoelting, Angie Hawley, David Howard,  
Barbara Ledbetter, Rosa Martinez, David McGehee, Meghan Moss, Sarah Moss,  
Melissa Murry, Jennifer Parsons La Porte, Roy Rivera, Sandy Robinson, J.D. Schmidt,  
Eva Schuh, Rhonda Sutherly, Shaylene Voigt, Mary Zdeb, Tom and family 
Families and friends of: Sophia Castro, RoAnn Crawford,  

Nursing Home: Joe Kailipaka,  
Our Troops: Erik Arias, William E. Bryant, Logan Dean, Bryan Franklin, Joe Frank Garcia, III,  
          Benjamin Highsmith, Kevin Rothe 
 

Office hours December 31, 8:30 to 12:30 
 
Next Sunday will be a Covenant Renewal Service in the Wesleyan Tradition as well as 
Communion Sunday and our Food Drive for Medina County Food Pantry 
 
 

You sponsored 24 Angel Tree children Please pray for:  
Riley, Ivy, Nicolas, Jacob, Jalynn, Mia, Jazmine, Jacob, Zaleigh,  

Christopher, Demarious, Pricilla, Demaryia, Katie, Christian, Amya, Jae'mon,  
Tam'l, Roy, La'niah, Micah, Carissa, Gabriel, Zionaya  


