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The Pastor’s Pondering 
Rev.  J. Paul Bruhn 
 

Yup, it’s only February, but somehow it might feel  
like we have been attacked by several days, weeks,  
even months at a time, even though I do understand  
that this is an impossibility. The atmosphere in our nation is tense 
for health reasons as well as for some political uncertainty. I have 
stopped watching the news early in the morning or late at night – 
and I must say my sleeping pattern has improved. 
Almost smack in the middle of this month we will celebrate Ash 
Wednesday – and yes, we will provide a service for the imposition 
of the ashes on February 17, 2021 at 12:15 pm and 6:00 pm in our 
sanctuary. We are still working out the details, but we will find a 
solution making the ashes available while properly honoring social 
distancing guidelines. If you want to know more, please join us at 
either one of these two services. New challenges allow us to be-
come more creative, adapt, and overcome. 
While our environment seems to change over and over there is a 
constant for us preachers, the Revised Common Lectionary. It is  
an ecumenical reading and preaching plan that covers many of the 
most important passages of Scripture over a three-year period.  
Every Sunday and Christian holiday has some Old and New  
Testament readings assigned to it. Usually, they change from year 
to year, but not for this month’s holiday of Ash Wednesday. Every 
year we are invited to allow the same four Scripture passages to 
speak into our lives and guide us. 
 Joel 2:1-2 and 12-17 
 Psalm 51:1-17 
 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10 
 Matthew 6:1-6 and 16-21. 
I am mentioning all four passages so you can get out your Bible 
and spend some time in the Word of God. 
Joel 2 is a fascinating chapter. The name Joel means “YHWH is 
GOD”. It is in the second chapter that we are led from the threat  
of judgment and total destruction through repentance to the out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit on the servants of GOD Almighty. 
“Blow the trumpet in Zion and sound the alarm in My holy moun-
tain!” says GOD as HE is doing everything possible to get HIS 
people’s attention. It is time to wake up and realize that we are in 
need of a reset to humble godliness. 
Sounding the alarm was not a quiet exercise. When the trumpet 
was blown everybody knew it was time to gather and get busy. 
Several decades ago, communities all over the USA would use 
church bells first and sirens later to call people together. Putting out 
a fire, defending their settlement against an attack, or knowing that 
they had to find shelter from an oncoming tornado – yes, we  

Please consider one of our  
Ash Wednesday Services 

February 17. 2021 at  
12:15 pm  and 6:00 pm 

http://www.fumchondo.com


 

 

Prayer of  
St. Francis of Assisi 
Lord, make me an  

instrument of your peace: 
 

where there is hatred,  
 let me sow love; 
where there is injury,  
 pardon; 
where there is doubt,  
 faith; 
where there is despair, 
  hope; 
where there is darkness,  
 light; 
where there is sadness,  
 joy. 
 

O divine Master, grant 
that I may not so much 
seek to be consoled  
 as to console, 
to be understood  
 as to understand, 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving  
 that we receive, 
it is in pardoning  
       that we are par-
doned, 
and it is in dying  
 that we are born to 
 eternal life. 
Amen.  

Worship Assistants 
Liturgists  
Feb.    7  -  Ed Strickler 
Feb. 14  -   Jan Weems 
Feb. 21  -   Joan Lindeman 
Feb. 28  -   
 

Finance Counters   
Feb.    7  -  Burt Herrmann 
Feb. 14  -   Vigil Boll 
Feb. 21  -   Tricia Boll 
Feb. 28  -   Greg Rothe 
 

Trustee Counters  
Feb.    7  -  Jim Callis 
Feb. 14  -   Billy Stroud 
Feb. 21  -   Jamie Johnson 

Feb. 28  -  Lorine Hackebeil 
 

Children’s Church 
Feb.    7  -  Sandy Callis 
Feb. 14  -   Margie Strickler 
Feb. 21  -   Marcy Rothe 
Feb. 28  -   Cora Rothe 
 
 

Worship Attendance  
Jan.   3 - 53 
Jan. 10 - 39 
Jan. 17 - 48 
Jan. 24 - 55  

lived in “tornado alley” close 
to Paris, TX, and we prayed  
up a storm and saw how our 
prayers kept the tornado from 
dismantling our community’s 
water tower. 
The alarm sounds and disturbs 
one in going after business as 
usual. 
It has almost been a year that 
we have been forced to follow 
covid-guidelines, lives have 
been changed, businesses 
closed down, and we are still 
figuring out how to be a  
vibrant church in a season of 
social distancing. 
I am convinced we need to 
acknowledge that we are not 
able to defeat this invisible foe 
– covid – in our own strength. 
Instead humbly coming before 
GOD we can acknowledge 
that we ignored His guidance, 
repent, and trust in HIS mercy 
and grace, living all our lives 
to HIS glory. 
As we are entering into the 
season of Lent, I am challeng-
ing all of us with the words 
of Joel 2:15–17 (NKJV) 
“Blow the trumpet in Zion, 
Consecrate a fast, Call a  
sacred assembly;  Gather the 
people, Sanctify the congrega-
tion, Assemble the elders, 
Gather the children and nurs-
ing babes; Let the bridegroom 
go out from his chamber,  
And the bride from her dress-
ing room.  Let the priests,  
who minister to the Lord, 
Weep between the porch and 
the altar; Let them say,  
“Spare Your people, O Lord,  
And do not give Your heritage 
to reproach, That the nations 
should rule over them.  

Why should they say 
among the peoples,  
‘Where is their God?’ ” 
 

Come and let us seek 
the LORD together. 
In CHRIST’s Unfailing 
Love 
 

Pastor J. Paul <>< 



 

 

UMW News 
  Thank you to            
  everyone who   
  donated children’s 
  socks and 
underwear at Christmas 
on the UMW Sock Tree.   
This UMW tradition 
provided needed items to 
the Bluebonnet Children’s 
Advocacy Center for 
Christmas 2020.  As a unit 
and congregation, we 
were able to donate 159 
pairs of socks and 145 
pairs of underwear for the 
boys and girls.  Sandy 
Callis and Janice 
Highsmith delivered the 
items to the center on 
Friday, January 15.   
The staff greatly 
appreciated the donation 
and expressed how 
pleased the children 
would be to receive a gift 
of clean underwear and 
clean socks.  Sometimes 
we take for granted the 
simplest act not realizing 
what a blessing it is for 
others.   
The next UMW monthly 
meeting will be held in the 
Fellowship Hall on 
February 3 at 9:30 a.m.   
Nola Hanson will present 
the program “Persistence 
in Mission” and Betty 
Gilliam will bring the  
5-minute response.   
Remember to bring your 
mask and that we will 
practice social distancing. 
It will be good to be 
together again! 

Food  Drive On February 7 
Our next Food Drive is on 
Communion Sunday, 
February 7.   
Our January Food Drive 
brought in 278 pounds 
which is 93.5 pounds 
more than December!  
YAY!!   
If you do not attend 
Sunday worship or you 
will be out of town, you 
can bring your food items 
to the Church office during 
the week (Feb. 1-Feb. 4, 
Monday-Thursday, 8:30 
a.m.-4 p.m.).   
Please know that the 
Food Pantry is deeply 
appreciative of your giving 
and your generosity.  
Thank you to everyone for 
opening your hearts to this 
ministry.   
 

San Antonio Food Bank  
 Next San Antonio Food 
Bank Distribution will be 
February 9, 2021. 

Children’s Church 
Children’s Sunday School 
is still happening.  We 
started sending the 
teacher’s lesson plans 
and activity sheet to the 
parents each week.   
Our lessons this month 
will be about David (two 
Sundays), Gideon, and 
Solomon.  We hope the 
children will join us. 
If you can help with 
teaching our children this 
year, please let us know. 
 Education Committee 
 

Financial Report 
December 2020 

 

General Fund:  $  57,528.70  
Income:              $  46,312.90   
Expense:            $  33,664.38  
Balance:             $  70,177.22   
 

Building Fund: $  56,965.64  
Income:              $             4.82  
Balance:             $  56,970.46  
 

Memorial:         $   21,677.84  
Income:              $             0.92  
Balance:             $  21,678.76  
 

Altar Fund         $    1,234.27  
Income:              $            0.10  
Balance:             $    1,234.37  
 

Scholarship:    $   33,746.48  
Income:             $           17.15  
Balance:            $   33,763.63  
 
 

Our Budget for 2021  
is $319,838. 

We have received General 
Fund Pledges for $129,620 

from 27 family units. 



 

 

Our Prayer Concerns  
  Mary Alice Barrow 

 Robert Clopton 
  Hilo DelBosque 
  Debbie Dryden 

   Jeff Friesenhahn 
  Ralph Gilliam 

  Tracy Halliburton  
 Will Hartnett 

 Angie Hawley 
 David Howard 

 Barbara Ledbetter 
Ethel Martin 

Rosa Martinez 
David McGehee 
Meghan Moss 
Sarah Moss 

Melissa Murry 
Helen Nagy 

Jennifer Parsons La Porte 
Roy Rivera 
Eva Schuh 

Shaylene Voigt 
Jan Weems 
Mary Zdeb 

 

Nursing Home: 
Joe Kailipaka 

 

Our Troops: 
Erik Arias 

William E. Bryant 
Logan Dean 

Bryan Franklin 
Joe Frank Garcia, III 
Benjamin Highsmith 

Kevin Rothe 

Memorials 
 

The following memorials 
have been received 

 

In Memory of: 
 

J. D Schmidt 
 

by 
Ralph & Betty Gilliam 
Cliff & Kimberly Reed 

Jim & Janice Highsmith  
Tom & Marcy Rothe 
Tom & Jackie Stoner 

Chris Kailipaka 
Alan & Linda Bohlen 
Bob & Jeannie Hart 

Sam A. Bybee 
Ruby Schmidt 

Robert Schmidt 
Eleanor Hollmig 
Edwin L. Yanta 

Ted & Joan Lindeman 
Glenn & JoLynn Bragg 

Jimmy & Michelle Bailey 
Rebecca Massey 

Kason & Katie Haby 
Carol & Dickie Mangold 

Moursund Family 
 

Thank You Father for  

eternal live through our  

relationship with Christ  

and the comfort of the  

Holy Spirit here and now. 

No Greater Love  
By Rachael Lampa 

 

Before I knew Your Name, 
You knew my every breath. 
Before I found my way, 
You knew my every step. 
Before I knew everything 
that I need, 
You gave it all to me. 
 

No greater love than this... 
That You should lay down 
Your life 
For someone such as me; 
I'd spend a lifetime  
wondering why. 
The Beauty of Heaven 
Is here in my heart 
And I know there can be 
No greater love than this. 
 

I never understood 
How merciful Love could 
be, 
Until I felt His Flame 
Light every part of me 
And I would give              
everything that I am 
'Cause I have been saved; 
Yes, I have been saved! 

Carolyn Muennink has put together a  

Lenten - Devotional  
for FUMC Hondo 

We are preparing to copy and bind them next week  
and they should be available by Sunday February 7.  

You can also pick one up at the office. 
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February 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 

7:00pm  
Scout Troop 
370 meeting 

3 

9:30 am 
UMW  FH 

4 

9:00 am Back Pack  
6:00 pm Choir  
             Practice 

5 6 

7     Food Drive  
10:00 am Worship            
          Service with       
          Communion  
10:30 am Children’s  
                Church  

8 9 

7:00pm  
Scout Troop 
370 meeting 

10 11 

9:00 am Back Pack 
 
6:00 pm Choir  
             Practice 

12 13 

14 

10:00 am Worship 
                Service   
10:30 am Children’s  
                Church  

15 16 

7:00pm  
Scout Troop 
370 meeting 

17 

Ash Wednesday 
Services at 
12:15 pm  and 
  6:00 pm 

18 

9:00 am Back Pack 
 
6:00 pm Choir  
             Practice 

19 20 

21 

10:00 am Worship 
                Service   
10:30 am Children’s  
                Church  

22 

Newsletter  
Deadline 

23 

7:00pm  
Scout Troop 
370 meeting 

24 25     Newsletter  
         Prep & Mail 
 

9:00 am Back Pack 
 

6:00 pm Choir  
             Practice 

26 27 

28 

10:00 am Worship 
                Service   
10:30 am Children’s  
                Church  

      



 

 

Methodist Websites: 
First United Methodist, Hondo 

http://www.fumchondo.com/ 
Hill Country District UMC  

http://hcdumc.org/ 
Rio Texas Conference  

http://riotexas.org/ 
United Methodist Church  

http://www.umc.org/ 

First United Methodist Church 
“Serving Him by serving others.” 

(830) 584-0300  
fumchondo@gmail.com 

The Newsletter can be seen in full 
COLOR online at  

www.fumchondo.com. Do all the good you can, 

by all the means you can, 

in all the ways you can,  

in all the places you can, 

at all the times you can, 

to all the people you can, 

as long as ever you can.    

             John Wesley 

Choir News 
Praise God!!! 

Choir is starting up.  
We are having Choir 

practice at  
6 pm on Thursday  

evenings.  
Come and join us as we 
make a joyful noise and 

praise the Lord. 

http://www.fumchondo.com
http://hcdumc.org/
http://riotexas.org/
http://www.umc.org/

