T h e Pas tor ' s

Rev. J. Paul Bruhn

Yup, it& only February, but somehow it might feel
like we have been attacked by several days, weeks,
even months at a time, even though I do understand S
that this is an impossibility. The atmosphere in our nation is tense
for heal,the reasons as We;l as ﬁfcgr some political uncertainty. I have
s%o%ped Watcﬂing tHe news carly in the morning or late at night —
and I must say my sleeping pattern has improved.
Alhoststhatk in the middle of this month we will celebrate Ash
88“65 y — and yes, we will provide a service for the imposition
I_og%FecB 3\s&n February 17,2021 at 12:15 pm and 6:00 pm in our
sanctuary."We are still working out the details, but we will find a
solution making the ashes available while properly honoring social
distancing guidelines. If you want to know more, please join us at
either one of these two services. New challenges allow us to be-
come more creative, adapt, and overcome.
While our environment seems to change over and over there is a
constant for us preachers, the Revised Common Lectionary. It is
an ecumenical reading and preaching plan that covers many of the
most } nt passages of Scripture over a three-year period.
Exery Sunday gnd Christian holiday has some Old and New
jgéament readings assigned to it. Usually, they change from year
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egf‘,] but not for this month& holiday of Ash Wednesday. Every
r we are invited to allow the same four Scripture passages to

gpeak into our lives and guide us.
¥ SJBel 2:1-2 and 12-17

I am mentioning all four passages so you can get out your Bible
spend some time in the Word of God.
el ésAa fascinating chapter. The name Joel means N"YHWH is
0 Ilt 1s in the second chapter that we are led from the threat
) _ll of judgment and total destruction through repentance to the out-
b dzNE SNE ! g SPpBurifeloEthe Holy Spirit on the servants of GOD Almighty.
wzal NA 2 w2PBiB8w the trumpet in Zion and sound the alarm in My holy moun-
[ FdzNA'S  { O ¢2f410says GOD as HE is doing everything possible to get HIS
people® attention. It is time to wake up and realize that we are in
need of a reset to humble godliness.

Sounding the alarm was not a quiet exercise. When the trumpet

Please consider one ofjouas blown everybody knew it was time to gather and get busy.

Ash Wednesday Servi Several decades ago, communities all over the USA would use
February 17. 2021 a church bells first and sirens later to call people together. Putting out

_ _ a fire, defending their settlement against an attack, or knowing that
12:15 pm and 6:00 Pihey had to find shelter from an oncoming tornado — yes, we
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lived in fitornado alleyO close
to Paris, TX, and we prayed
up a storm and saw how our
prayers kept the tornado from
dismantling our community
water tower.

The alarm sounds and disturbs
one in going after business as
usual.

It has almost been a year that
we have been forced to follow
covid-guidelines, lives have
been changed, businesses
closed down, and we are still
figuring out how to be a
vibrant church in a season of
social distancing.

I am convinced we need to
acknowledge that we are not
able to defeat this invisible foe
— covid — in our own strength.
Instead humbly coming before
GOD we can acknowledge
that we ignored His guidance,
repent, and trust in HIS mercy
and grace, living all our lives
to HIS glory.

As we are entering into the
season of Lent, I am challeng-
ing all of us with the words

of Joel 2 : 11 5{NKJV)
fiBlow the trumpet in Zion,
Consecrate a fast, Call a
sacred assembly; Gather the
people, Sanctify the congrega-
tion, Assemble the elders,
Gather the children and nurs-
ing babes; Let the bridegroom
go out from his chamber,

And the bride from her dress-
ing room. Let the priests,
who minister to the Lord,
Weep between the porch and
the altar; Let them say,

fSpare Your people, O Lord,
And do not give Your heritage
to reproach, That the nations
should rule over them.

Why should they say
among the peoples,
OWhere is their God?00

Come and let us seek
the LORD together.
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No Greater Love

By Rachael Lampa

- 7O CEf~§‘ @éf&e I knew Your Name,
3 A E Y& Rn€®v my every breath.

Before I found my way,
You knew my every step.
Before I knew everything
that I need,

You gave it all to me.

No greater love than this...
That You should lay down
Your life

For someone such as me;
I'd spend a lifetime
wondering why.

The Beauty of Heaven

Is here in my heart

And I know there can be
No greater love than this.

I never understood
How merciful Love could

Nur sing be,
Joe Kai |l i palkason&Katie Haby Until I felt His Flame
Our Troops Qarol&chkle Mar.lgold Light every part of me
Eri k Ari as Moursund Family And I would give
William E. Br_yan everything that I am
Logan Dean Thank \%ou Father for 'Cause | have been saved;
Bryan Fr an k| éteinallive through OURyes, T have been saved!
Joe Frank Gar elat@nshig with Christ
Benjamin Hi ghgdaknk Bomfort of the
Kevin Rothe

Carolyn Muennink has put togethe_r a
LentEBavot i
for FUMC Hondo

We are preparing to copy and bind them next week
and they should be available by Sunday February 7.
You can also pick one up at the office.

oOn a4

Holy Spirit here and now.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
7:00pm 9:30 am 9:00 am Back Pdck
Scout Troop MW FH  [6:00 pm Choir
370 meeting Practice
7 Food Drive |8 9 10 11 12 13
10:00 am Worship ;f(?lftmr o0 9:00 am Back Pack
Service with 370 meetin _ :
Communion g 6:00 pm Choir
10: 30 am Childrenos Practice
Church
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
10:00 am Worship 7:00pm Ash Wednesd&®:00 am Back P3ack
Service Scout Troop Seryices at
10: 30 am Chi [3MEND18:15 pm and6:00 pm Choir
Church 6:00 pm Practice
21 |22 23 24 25 Newsletter |26 27
10:00 am WorshipNewsletter7:00pm Prep & Mail
Service |Deadline |Scout Troop _
10: 30 am Chi [PMEND s 9:00 am Back Pack
Church 6:00 pm Choir
Practice
28
10:00 am Worship
Service
10: 30 am Childrenos
Church
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Choir News

Praise God!!!
Choir is starting up.
We are having Choir

practice at
6 pm on
evenings.
Come and join us as we
make a joyful noise and
praise the Lord.

Greater love has no
one than this: to lay

down one’s life for
one’s friends.
John15:13

Thur sday

ot her s.

Do all the good you can,
by all the means you can,
in all the ways you can,
in all the places you can,
at all the times you can,
to all the people you can,
as long as ever you can.
John Wesley
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