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ASH WEDNESDAY

Read: Matt.6: 1-18 Psalm 130February 17, 2021

Ash Wednesday is the beginning of Lent. A season in
which we are called to reflect upon what we have been, what
we are and what we will become.

The forty days before Easter, have been traditionally a
time for taking on some spiritual discipline to make the Easter
season more meaningful .. A time for fasting, giving alms,prayer and study.

In the gospel of Matthew, Chapter 6, verses 1-18, we find
a command from our heavenly Father. He states that when we
give alms, it should be in private, Likewise with our prayers.
When we are fasting we should not go around with a sad face.
Rather, when we do these things we should do them in secret.
Our heavenly Father knows what we do and we shall be greatly
rewarded.

Lent is also a time for hope. "Hope in the Lord," For we
know that our most gracious God sent His son to suffer and die
on the cross to redeem the sins of the world. In this season of
reflection, let us never give up hope in God's word. We should
thank God for this Holy season of Lent. May it help us to see
ourselves through His eyes in order to see our faults and make
improvements and rediscover the hope that is in us because he
is our God.



REMEMBER WHEN?

Read John: 20February 18, 2021

Christ's church began with a group of frightened men in an
upstairs room in Jerusalem. What unlocked the doors of the
Apostles hearts? They saw Jesus and He offered them peace,
they knew that their sins were forgiven.
Try to remember the first time you were really aware of

Jesus coming into your life. I don't mean the first time you
heard His name, I mean the first time you felt his presence.
Resurrect that moment, can you remember the feeling? Was it
a calming or purifying moment? Can you remember? If you
were given the opportunity to revisit that moment, would you?
Who are what was the influence in your life that brought

The events that brought us to that
moment, should be the driving force to bring us to telling
others about Jesus Christ. If we are not teaching others how
to be saved, it is perhaps because we have forgotten about that

We need to be teaching the
If we are not, maybe we have

forgotten the feeling of being guilty. This is the reason we need
to revisit that moment in our life from time to time, so we will
not forget what it is that Jesus Christ did with our sins and

you to that moment.

defining moment in our life.
message of forgiveness.

guilt that day on the cross.



FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Read: Isaiah 55February 19, 2021

Isaiah presented a good question, one that begs for an
answer, especially in this frantic, consumer-driven society.

As a child I was often embarrassed when my Mother
served my friends the simple food that we ate every day, beans

You see, I
knew that they were used to having meat served with their
meals. I was always amazed when they would leave the table

and cornbread or scrambled eggs and biscuits.

with their stomachs full and seemed very content. I did not
mention the meat thing, because I was embarrassed and they
did not, because they were getting something different.

I have found that God's food is simple too. He asked us:
"Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will
delight in the riches of fare." God invites us, to "taste and see
that the Lord is good."

Why than do we spend our time and energy on things that
will never satisfy? True contentment is found in turning to the
Lord through prayer and meditating on the seripture.
Spending time with God nourishes our soul and brings peace to
our minds.

God will feed us with just enough food for each day if we
will only look for it in his word.



GOD'S NAME FOR YOU

Read Isaiah 43: 1-13
Matt. 2: 15-25

February 20, 2021

God gave Adam an immense responsibility when he told
him to name every living ereature. What incredible power
Adam had over all creation. The Creator wants us to know
and care for his entire world and all it's creatures.

Spend some time today thinking about names ... Your
own name and some of the names you give to others.
In her book "A WIND IN THE DOOR" Madeleine L'Engle
tells of a conversation between a cherubim named Proginoskes
and a little girl names Meg. Proginoskes has had a recent
assignment to memorize the names of the stars. In explanation
he says to Meg, "if your name isn't known, then it's a very
lonely feeling... when I was memorizing the names ofthe stars,
part of the purpose was to help them each star to be more
precisely the particular star each was supposed to be. That's
basically a namer's job. Maybe you are supposed to make
earthlings feel more human."

We must be very careful how we name. Jesus pointed out
most forcefully, how wrong it is to call someone else stupid or
fool (Matt. 5: 22).
ourselves does influence who we are.

What we are named by others and by

Ponder today what it means to be called a Christian.
What it means to be claiming Christ's name as your own.
How can we be worthy of that honor. Give thanks to the Lord
that he knows your name.



LIFE'S RACE

February 21, 2021 Read: Acts Ch. 9

At one time Mickey Thompson was one of the
most acclaimed names in auto racing. He and his team
built the fastest cars on the racetrack. But the fact that
his cars were the fastest on the track did not matter
because of breakdowns before reaching the finish line.

In your Christian life, do you want to be a fast
starter, a fast runner or do you want to be among those
who reach the finish line, like the apostle Paul.

HePaul a Jew, met Christ on the Damascus road.
tried preaching the Gospel message of Jesus Christ to the
Jews, but they did not listen, so the took Christ message to
the gentile nation traveling into the European countries.
In spite of hardship and persecution, He never gave up,
fearless of death; Paul continued hid teachings and
actions. Early Christian writers report that it cost him
his life. Paul could say with confidence "I HAVE KEPT
THE FAITH." (2Tim. 4:7)

Mickey or Paul, Which are you? Are you stalled in
your Christian race? Have you had a breakdown?
DON'T GIVE UP! Confess your sins, make your repairs,
fill your tanks, and trust the Holy Spirit to keep you on
the track and heading in the right direction, so that when
you come to the end of your life, it can be said of you, He
has kept the faith.


