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Silver Sneakers
Exercise class is offered
Mondays & Wednesdays
at 1 pm
In the fellowship hall

Rev. J. Paul Bruhn
There is no doubt that we are living in
challenging times, and there seems to be
moreuncertainty for believers in the 21st
century than there was in the first century.
Hebrews 13:8 reminds us that “Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever, but how can we make
sure that this truth is weaving itself through our daily ups
and downs?
My recommendation is to count your blessings. Johnson
Oatman wrote a hymn in the 1800s. Hymns are a great way
to train and sustain oneself in the daily walk with our Savior
and LORD Jesus Christ. The cadence of the rhyme, and
the melody can strongly enhance our ability to memorize
important truth. Let’s start with the refrain and then take a
moment to introduce you to the verses.
Count your blessings, name them one by one;
Count your blessings, see what God has done;
Count your blessings, name them one by one;
Count your many blessings, see what God has done.
When upon life’s billows you are tempest tossed,
When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost,
Count your many blessings, name them one by one;
And it will surprise you what the Lord has done.
Are you ever burdened with a load of care?
Does the cross seem heavy you are called to bear?
Count your many blessings, every doubt will fly,
And you will be singing as the day goes by.
When you look at others with their lands and gold,
Think that Christ has promised you His wealth untold;
Count your many blessings, money cannot buy
Your reward in heaven, nor your home on high.
So amid the conflict, whether great or small,
Do not be discouraged, God is over all;
Count your many blessings, angels will attend,
Help and comfort give you to your journey’s end.
We just came out of a very busy weekend, and slightly
exhausted, I realized that following Oatman’s advise,

I can see how blessed Marion and I are living in Hondo
and serving a wonderful church family. The Trustee work
day took care of so many small — and large — things
around the church. All light fixtures in the sanctuary are in
working order, old shrubbery and dead plants have been
removed, the brick crosses on the west wall received a
fresh coat of varnish, the old tree stump “disappeared”
out of the backyard, the benches at the playground have
received new seats, and even the broken sidewalk is in
the process of being fixed by the City of Hondo.
Beyond all this, our Wesley Nurse Barbara is now
officially installed, our children’s church had up to 13
participants, and more and more people seem to
rediscover the joy of worshipping together in person.
28 years ago I met Brian McPherson, a United Methodist
pastor. We had the standard discussion if the glass was
half full or half empty. Brian surprised me with a third
perspective. He said, the glass had twice the potential.
What a great way to acknowledge that there is room for
improvement without disregarding current accomplishments.
We can make the choice to be thankful and optimistic
even under difficult circumstances. By the way, Oatman
was not the only one who shared that idea. My good
friend the Apostle Saint Paul admonished the Christians
in Philippi, “Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true,
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is
excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.
Whatever you have learned or received or heard from
me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of
peace will be with you.” (Philippians 4:8-9, NIV)
And if you would like to go back a little further, the words
of King David come to my mind and ring in my ears,
as he encourages himself, “Bless the LORD, O my soul;
and all that is within me, bless His holy name! Bless the
LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits: who
forgives all your iniquities, who heals all your diseases,
who redeems your life from destruction, who crowns
you with loving-kindness and tender mercies, who
satisfies your mouth with good things, so that your youth
is renewed like the eagle’s.” (Psalm 103:1-5, NKJV)
In CHRIST’s Unfailing Love
Pastor J. Paul Bruhn <><

Lay Leader
Tricia Boll

Church
attendance has
increased dramatically
in the last month and it
is so good to see
families returning.
There appears to be a
bit of a revival in Sunday
School attendance, as
well.
I teach the Chapel class
on Sunday mornings at
9:00 and would like to
invite anyone who is
seeking to study the
Bible.
We read Scripture in
class, may be a bible
commentary or reference to it, and then
discuss it in the group.
We are prone to stray
from topic, but that just
makes the class more
interesting. We don’t
censor those who
disagree with us.
Please join us whenever
you can. There is no
homework
unless you want to read
ahead.
Tricia Boll

UMW News

The next UMW
monthly meeting
will be held in the
Fellowship Hall on
May 5 at 9:30 a.m.
Jean Callaway will present
the program, “Call to
Prayer and Self Denial.”
Remember to bring your
offering envelope Jean
gave you at the last
meeting. Marsha Hoelting
will bring the 5-minute
response.
Last month’s program
given by Eddie Gentry and
Robert Marks from the
Bluebonnet Children’s
Center was very
informative. Our eyes
were opened to surprising
statistics about child abuse
in Medina County. Latest
statistics show that in one
year’s time, 85 children
were removed from their
homes, 351 families were
investigated, and 190
children were confirmed to
have been abused in
Medina County. The
Bluebonnet Center
provides a tremendous
service to our community
protecting our children who
are in difficult situations.
CASA (Court Appointed
Special Advocates)
represent and advocate for
these children to make
sure their situations
change and become
better. Thank you, Tricia
Boll, for coordinating this
informative and inspiring
program for UMW.

UMW is motivated to act
on behalf of Bluebonnet
Children’s Center. Coming
soon is more information in
the Circuit Rider and
Sunday bulletins.

Food Drive On May 2!

Our next Food Drive is
on Communion Sunday,
May 2. Our April Food
Drive brought in 211.5
pounds! Woohoo! The
donation is still over 200
pounds and that is
awesome! Please know
that the Food Pantry is
deeply appreciative of your
giving and your generosity.
Thank you to everyone for
opening your hearts to this
ministry.
If you do not attend
Sunday worship or you will
be out of town, you can
bring your food items to
the Church office during
the week (April 26-April 29,
Monday-Thursday, 8:30
a.m.-4 p.m.).

Medina County Food Pantry

Writes:
Congregation of Hondo FUMC:
On behalf of the Medina
County Food Pantry thank
you for your generous
contribution of over 270lbs
of assorted food.
It’s people like you who
make a real difference in
helping those of all ages in
our community who are
hungry.
Thank you again for your
faithfulness in giving.

With Sincere Gratitude,
the MCFP Board of
Directors & Volunteers

Children’s Church

Children’s Sunday School
will continue through the
first three Sundays in
May. Then we will take the
summer break.
Our lessons this month
will be about Elisha, Josiah
and Nehemiah.
We look forward to the
children joining us.
Teachers
May 2 May 9 May 16 -

Sandy Callis
Cora Rothe
Marcy Rothe

Education Committee

Margie Strickler for being
the Chair of the Education
Committee. We will miss
you and Edmund very
much. God’s blessings for
your new start in your new
home.
This also means: Please
consider if you can help
fill the void they will leave
of active involvement of
so many church activities.
We are always looking for
new volunteers as
Liturgists, in Children’s
Church, media-booth,
drivers, ….

Our Prayer Concerns

Memorials

Mary Alice Barrow
Kenneth Clary
Robert Clopton
Hilo DelBosque
Debbie Dryden
Jeff Friesenhahn
Kris Gerringer
Ralph Gilliam
Will Hartnett
Angie Hawley
Barbara Ledbetter
Rosa Martinez
David McGehee
Meghan Moss
Melissa Murry
Helen Nagy
Jennifer Parsons
La Porte
Roy Rivera
Shaylene Voigt

The following memorials
have been received
In Memory of:

Nursing Home:
Joe Kailipaka
Jody Lutz
Sarah Moss
Mary Zdeb
Our Troops:
Erik Arias
William E. Bryant
Logan Dean
Bryan Franklin
Joe Frank Garcia, III
Benjamin Highsmith
Kevin Rothe

Liturgists
May 2 - Brenda Prestage
May 9 - Ashlyn Elder
May 16 - Brenda Vavricek
May 23 - Jan Weems
May 30 - Chris Kailipaka

J. D Schmidt

by
Bryan & Sherry Hartnett
and
Patrick & Lynda Clarke

John Gooding

Thank you all for
responding so
generously to the
Blue Sunday collection

and

Auldine Wiemers
McAnelly
by
Bryan & Sherry Hartnett

Our Budget for 2021
is $319,838.
We have received
General Fund Pledges for
$134,820 from
28 family units.
The Paycheck
Protection Program Loan
we received in 2020
has been forgiven.
Praise God!

Worship Assistants

Finance Counters
May 2 - Tricia Boll
May 9 - Tad Wooten
May 16 May 23 - Jamie Johnson
May 30 -

Please continue to pray
for children here locally
and beyond, to receive
the care, help, healing
and love they need and
deserve.

Trustee Counters
May 2 - Renee Byrom
May 9 - Lorine Hackebeil
May 16 - Jim Callis
May 23 - Tricia Boll
May 30 - Billy Stroud

Wesley Nurse Corner

Dear Hondo Congregation
and Community Members;
I wanted to take the time to
introduce myself. My name is Barb and
I am the new Wesley Nurse in Hondo.
The Mission of Methodist Healthcare
Ministries (MHM) is to serve humanity to
honor God, and I feel blessed to be able
to serve this community.
Many have asked me what is a Wesley
Nurse? I am not sure I can answer that
because it looks different each day,
I would love to hear your vision of how
I can best serve you.
The love of my life and husband Mike is
a personal trainer here in town and is
currently volunteering his time on
Mondays/Wednesday at 1p to run and
exercise class here at the church.
My youngest son Logan is a junior at
Hondo High School and you can see
him behind the video booth on Sundays
at FUMC.
With God’s grace and guidance, I look
forward to connect with you all.
Please grant me grace and patience
as I work diligently to get all our services
back online.
I’m asking everyone to please call in
advance if you need to see or speak to
me. If I am unavailable, please leave a
message on my machine and I will get
back to you as soon as possible.
I will continue to help as best as possible
while I work through the new workflows
and processes that MHM has put in
place to keep us all safe. Thank you for
your understanding.
The Texas Diaper Bank and “My
Healthy Child” class is ongoing through
tele-education and social distancing
delivery of supplies. If you know of
anyone in need of this service, please
have them call me and arrangements
can be made.

Diabetic supplies and education are still
available.
As with all other group gatherings and in
person contact, I have been given the
green light to start to prepare curriculum
for groups of 5-6 clients at a time, so I
will be sure to advertise thoroughly once
I have a program plan ready. I look
forward to everyone’s participation.
Any classes sponsored or offered by the
WN program are open to the public and
free of charge.
I would like to send out a heartfelt
thank you to all who have and continue
to help make me feel so welcome.
I have big shoes to fill and feel blessed
to be able to assist those in need,
increase our community’s educational
opportunities and provide various
medical assistance.
If you feel led to support any programs
there is a Wesley Nurse Fund
established for donations.
If you would like to see a program,
information, or event that you feel would
benefit you or the community please
contact me. Please come by my office
and introduce yourself and I look forward
to working alongside you in the years to
come.

God Bless,
Barbara Brennan-West RN Hondo
FUMC,
Wesley Nurse
Telehealth &Visit by Appointment
Hours: M-F 8am – 5pm
1-830-584-1760

BOLT TOTALLY 80’S
Tubular Trip through
the Early Church
VBS FOR SUMMER 2021

VBS will be virtual again this
summer, and the link will be
available to our church family any
time after May 31, 2021.
Contact the church office to
register your request for that link.
This means you can access the
Backyard VBS parent portal at
your convenience - all summer
long. There are four days of VBS
fun in the program and each day
is packed with a Bible story, craft,
games, and music.
You really have to check it out for
yourselves to see what a great
VBS this is:www.gocurriculum.com
then click on DAY 1 FULL
SAMPLE VIDEO.
When you receive access to the
Bolt Totally 80’s program, you’ll
find a parent’s guide telling what
(very few) supplies you’ll need
daily, and directions for games
and crafts.
The message for the kids in this
program is that they should share
their gifts, time, and talents with
others as Jesus and the early
church did.
The Bible stories, songs, games,
and crafts carry out this theme in a
thoroughly 80’s style. Remember
Pac-Man, Hungry Hippo, mullet
haircuts, and ET?
If you’ve forgotten, never knew of,
or wish you could forget those
days, you and your kids or grandkids will have a blast discovering
what the 80’s were like.
And the kids will learn sound
Scriptural concepts while having a
blast. Totally tubular (awesome)!

UMW publication on Mothers Day

United Methodist Women members have a
legacy of answering God's call to help those in
need. This call led us to make maternal and
child health in our communities and around the
world a priority. Another focus undergirding all
our work is building peace. Our organization
has worked in both areas for 150 years. In fact,
those issues led Methodist women to inspire
the observance we now call Mother's Day.
In the late 1860s, before Mother's Day was
an official holiday in the U.S., Ann Jarvis started
mother's clubs that served poor and sick
mothers and their children. Later Mothers'
Friendship Day was founded to build peace
after the Civil War ended.
In the 21st century, women play increasingly
important roles in church, society and families;
women who mother deserve to be honored.
It's important to remember that not all women
who mother have children, yet their mothering
helps others just as much.
A woman's worth should not be measured by
whether or not she has children. Many women
without children have been inspiring leaders,
mentors and surrogate mothers to young
people in ways that helped transform them into
mature adults. There are women who have
sought adoption and been mothers in ways that
biological mothers could not. Women,
especially United Methodist Women members,
serve others with faith, hope and love in their
homes, their communities and the world with
their time and through Gifts to Mission every
day.
From here on out on Mother's Day, pause in
gratitude for the treasured women in your life,
including yourself. Celebrate all those who
mothered you, those who support you now and
those whom you nurture. May it be a day you
commit to be more compassionate and
ferocious in your love for others.

“It is the greatest joy of my life
to hear that my children are
consistently living their lives in the
ways of truth!” 3 John 1:4 TPT

First United Methodist Church
1006 16th Street
Hondo, Texas 78861
(830) 584-0300
www.fumchondo.com
fumchondo@gmail.com
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Celebrate natural and spiritual

Mothers

SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

2 Food Drive
8:30 AM Fellowship
9:00 AM Adult
Sunday School
10:00 AM Worship
with Communion
10:30 Children’s Church

3

4

5 9:30 AM
UMW Meeting
fellowship hall

6 9:00 AM

7

1

9 Mother’s Day
8:30 AM Fellowship
9:00 AM Adult
Sunday School
10:00 AM Worship
10:30 Children’s Church

10

16
8:30 AM Fellowship
9:00 AM Adult
Sunday School
10:00 AM Worship
10:30 Children’s Church
2 PM District Meeting

17

23
8:30 AM Fellowship
9:00 AM Adult
Sunday School
10:00 AM Worship

24

30
8:30 AM Fellowship
9:00 AM Adult
Sunday School
10:00 AM Worship

31

Back Pack

________
8

1:00 PM Silver
7:00pm Scout
Sneakers

1:00 PM Silver
Troop 370 Sneakers
meeting

11

6:00 PM Choir
12

1:00 PM Silver
7:00pm Scout
Sneakers

Troop 370
meeting

18

Troop 370
meeting

25

1:00 PM Silver
Sneakers
6:00 PM Choir

1:00 PM Silver 7:00pm Scout 1:00 PM Silver
Sneakers
Troop 370 Sneakers

1:00 PM Silver
Sneakers

15

20 9:00 AM

21

22

28

29

6:00 PM Choir

26

meeting

14

Back Pack

1:00 PM Silver
Sneakers

19

1:00 PM Silver
7:00pm Scout
Sneakers

13 9:00 AM

6:00 PM Choir

Back Pack

Newsletter
Deadline

27 9:00 AM

Back Pack

Newsletter
Prep & Mail

First United Methodist Church
“Serving Him by serving others.”

(830) 584-0300
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Choir News

We are having Choir
practice at
6 pm on Wednesday
evenings.
Come and join us as
we make a joyful
noise and praise the
Lord.
Silver Sneakers

Exercise will be offered
by Mike West on
Mondays & Wednesdays
at 1 PM
in the fellowship hall.

We are in need of 2-4 people willing to be
trained on our Sound and Video equipment.
Please notify the church office, if you are
willing to take on this important tool for
successful Ministry.
Do all the good you can,
by all the means you can,
in all the ways you can,

San Antonio Food Bank

Next San Antonio Food Bank
Distribution will be
May 11, 2021, at 10 AM
at the Fairground.
Clients must pre-register
by calling the SAFB at
210-431-8326.
Volunteers start at 7:30AM

in all the places you can,
at all the times you can,

to all the people you can,
as long as ever you can.
John Wesley

The Newsletter can be seen in full
COLOR online at
www.fumchondo.com.

Methodist Websites:
First United Methodist, Hondo
http://www.fumchondo.com/
Hill Country District UMC
http://hcdumc.org/
Rio Texas Conference
http://riotexas.org/
United Methodist Church
http://www.umc.org/

Church
Work
Day
April 24, 2021

