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The Pastor’s Pondering 
Rev.  J. Paul Bruhn 
 

“Pestilence?”   “Check!” 
“Winter Storm?”  “Check!” 
“Hail Stones?”   “Check!” 
“Locusts?”   “WHAT?!?!?!” 
Granted, the last one has not happened – yet.  
Looking at the last year one has to wonder how all this 
will continue – if not rather abruptly end. We seem to 
have a never-ending supply of unpleasant experiences.  
How is one to respond to these challenges.  
Be aware, I used the word “respond” and not “react”,  
because I want to make sure we are not moving towards 
knee-jerk reactions. 
While one lucky Texan will have placed their name and 
location into the Guinness Book of World Records for the 
largest hail stone in Texas’ recorded history – everything 

is bigger in Texas ;-) , I saw GOD’s grace shine brightly 
in the last 12 plus months.  
I saw strangers becoming neighbors, and neighbors  
becoming friends. I saw people reaching out and helping 
one another, sharing their most valuable possessions – TP, 
and helping each other with basic needs like bread, butter, 
and eggs. We helped one another with sweaters and tips 
on running water, conducted welfare checks on each  
other, and then found plywood and duct tape to provide 
emergency repairs for those hit the hardest by hail and 
rain. 
As I am looking around our county I cannot stop being 
thankful for men, women, and children, who are helping 
each other. From a cup of sugar to a 24 inch chainsaw we 
pulled together and made it through. And that is wonder-
ful, but is it enough? 
Let’s talk “locusts”. Not too long-ago large parts of  
Africa were decimated by locusts. If memory serves me 
well, the best way to describe locusts is “grasshoppers 
gone wild.” They clear everything off the face of the 
earth. When so many catastrophes start to line up like 
pearls on a string, it might be helpful to look for reasons 
and possible answers, even solutions. Please do me a  

 Silver Sneakers 
Exercise class is offered 

Mondays & Wednesdays 

at 1 pm 

In the fellowship hall 

http://www.fumchondo.com


 

 

favor and get your Bible and look at the book of the 
Prophet Joel. 
Joel literally means “YHWH = GOD”. Joel is  
describing an attack of locusts that is trying to destroy 
the very fiber of the nation of Israel. And in the midst 
of the devastation Joel is calling for repentance.  
Yes, soul searching, acknowledging that GOD’s 
standards are right, and humbling ourselves  
individually, as a community of faith, even as a whole 
nation and confessing that we are wrong and GOD is 
right.  
This is important, because the greatest restoration and 
healing flows from the throne of GOD when we 
acknowledge that HE is GOD and we are not.  
When we “‘fess up to our mistakes”, confess our sins, 
and seek forgiveness and grace. (1 John 1:5-2:2) 
Personally, I believe that Joel 2:14 is the turning 
point, when Joel writes, “Who knows whether HE 
will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind 
HIM, a grain offering and a drink offering for the 
LORD, your GOD. 
This is important because a grain and drink offerings 
had nothing to do with atonement for sin, but they 
were a voluntary act of worship, recognizing GOD’s 
goodness and provision. They were an expression of 
one’s devotion to GOD. We are celled to respond to 
the challenges we encounter with a greater dedication 
to our Savior and LORD Jesus Christ.  
When we return to GOD, HE will return to us and 
pour out a blessing. 
I am convinced that all will be well if we turn to 
GOD, because after the locusts came and destroyed 
the environment in Israel GOD promised upon  
repentance to pour out His Spirit on men and women 
of all ages. That is what happened 2,000 years ago in 
Jerusalem and that is what we are expecting in the 
here and now because CHRIST is the same yesterday, 
today, and forever. (Hebrews 13:8) 
 

Pray with me for the awakening! 
 
Pastor J. Paul <>< 

Wesley Nurse  
        Corner 
Dear Hondo  
Congregation  
and Community  
Members; 
 I can’t believe June 
is around the corner!  
As we move towards the 
summer months, we want 
to make sure we take care 
of ourselves.  
I have attached infor-
mation about heat related  
illnesses.  
 The Medina County 
Health Unit has gathered  
information for those that 
are still on the fence 
about receiving the Covid 
vaccine. We as a county 
are doing great. Medina 
County have  
given over 6400 vaccines 
that is 46%  of 16 and 
older and 69.1% of 65 
and older. If anyone has 
any questions that I can 
answer for you, please 
feel free to call me.  
 

God Bless, 
Barbara Brennan-West 
RN - Hondo FUMC, 
Wesley Nurse 
 

Telehealth &Visit by  
Appointment Hours:  
M-F 8am – 5pm 
1-830-584-1760 



 

 

       UMW News 
  The next UMW     
    meeting will be  

      the annual June  
      Luncheon in the 
              Fellowship Hall  
at 11:00 a.m. on June 2.   
The meal will be catered  
by El Azteca Restaurant 
and our special guests  
are the women from the 
New Fountain UMW and 
Yancey UMW.   
Please join us for a time  
of food and fellowship.   
Be sure to RSVP to  
Janice Highsmith at  
830-426-1642 or 
jhighsmith76@sbcglobal.net 
by May 28 to make sure 
we have enough food. 
As a result of the April 
meeting with Eddie Gentry 
and Robert Marks from the 
Bluebonnet Children’s 
Center, Hondo UMW was 
motivated to act on behalf 
of the children served by 
the Center.  Therefore,  
part of our June luncheon 
meeting we will be 
collecting items for teen 
hygiene kits. Items needed 
are hairbrushes, combs, 
deodorant, nail clippers, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
travel-sized shampoo and 
conditioner, gift cards, or 
books/journals.  We will 
then assemble the kits to 
be delivered to Bluebonnet.  

Food  Drive On June 6 
Our next Food Drive is 
on Communion Sunday, 
June 6.  Our May Food 
Drive brought in 310 
pounds!  Our donation 
each month continues  
to grow!   Way to go, 
Church!  The items 
needed list has been 
revised and expanded.   
A new list will be 
available in the Sunday 
bulletin.  If you don’t get 
a bulletin, just use the 
old list for this June 
donation.  Please know 
that the Food Pantry is 
deeply appreciative of 
your giving and your 
generosity.  Thank you  
to everyone for opening 
your hearts to this 
ministry.   
If you do not attend 
Sunday worship or you 
will be out of town, you 
can bring your food 
items to the Church 
office during the week 
(May 31-June 1,  
Monday-Tuesday,  
8:30 a.m.- 4 p.m.).   
 

Items needed:  
Plain rice 
Dry pinto beans 
Crackers 
Pasta 
Canned vegetables or fruit 
Canned meat 
Breakfast cereal 
Peanut Butter 
Jelly 
Sugar 
Flour (2lb.) 
Cooking oil (pint or 1/2 pt) 

Toilet paper 
Tooth paste 
Tooth brush 
Bar soap 
Dish soap 
Laundry soap. 
 

Food Pantry wrote  
To First United Methodist 

Church 
Thank you so very much 

for the donations to  
Medina County Food 
Pantry for January of 

$1,680, February of $300, 
and April of $400. 

Your church body so very 
generous, and helps make 

the drive-through food 
distributions each month 

able to assist all the 
families in Medina Co.  

who are in need of food 
support. 

May God our Father 
continue to bless Your 

beautiful Church family. 
With Sincere Gratitude 
Medina County Food 

Pantry Board of Directors  
& Volunteers 

Jeanette Black, 
Correspondent 

 

2021 Scholarships 
The Scholarship 

Committee is granting 
the 2021 Scholarships 

to Dalton Clarke,  
 Robert Sexton and  

Katy Self, who is 
receiving the  

Nancy Groff Memorial  
Scholarship 

mailto:jhighsmith76@sbcglobal.net


 

 

Our Prayer Concerns  
 

  Mary Alice Barrow 
Jack Burris 

Kenneth Clary 
Robert Clopton 
Hilo DelBosque 
Debbie Dryden 

Jeff Friesenhahn 
Kris Gerringer 
Ralph Gilliam 
Will Hartnett 

Angie Hawley 
Barbara Ledbetter 

Rosa Martinez 
David McGehee 
Meghan Moss 
Melissa Murry 
Helen Nagy 

Jennifer Parsons  
La Porte 

Roy Rivera 
Shaylene Voigt 

 

Nursing Home: 
Joe Kailipaka 

Jody Lutz 
Sarah Moss 
Mary Zdeb 

 

Our Troops: 
Erik Arias 

William E. Bryant 
Logan Dean 

Bryan Franklin 
Joe Frank Garcia, III 
Benjamin Highsmith 

Kevin Rothe 

Memorials 

The following memorials  
have been received 

 

In Memory of: 
 

Dennis Mollgaard Sr. 
by 

Robert Schmidt  
 

Auldine Wiemers  
McAnelly 

by 
Jim & Janice Highsmith 

and 
The Steve Hackebeil family 

 

J. D. Schmidt 
and  

John Gooding  
by 

The Steve Hackebeil family 

Our Mission and  
Vision Statement: 

 “Serving Christ in God's 
Country” 

We are called and  
committed to spread the 
“Good News” of Jesus 

Christ in our community. 
 

 Our vision is to invite  
those in need;  
strengthen and  

encourage the faith  
of believers;  

and build strong  
Christian leadership. 

 

We provide a nurturing  
worship and educational  
environment by offering  

dedicated ministers,  
teachers, and a strong  
scriptural message.  

We look for opportunities  
of involvement for all  

ages in order to enhance  
the spiritual growth of 

those we serve. 

 
 

Liturgists  
June    6 -  Ethel Martin 
June 13 -   Jan Weems 
June 20 -   Brenda Prestage 
June 27 -   Jean Callaway 

Worship Assistants 
Finance Counters   
June    6 -  Tricia Boll 
June 13 -   
June 20 - 
June 27 -  Tricia Boll 

 
 

Trustee Counters  
June    6 -  Jamie Johnson 
June 13 -  Chad Elder 
June 20 -  Lorine Hackebeil 
June 27 -  Renee Byrom 
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June 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

 

 

 

 

7:00pm Scout  
      Troop 370 

2 

 
 
11:00 AM  UMW 
Luncheon 
 

1:00 PM Silver  
        Sneakers 
 

6:00 PM Choir 

3  

 
 
 

4 5 

6      Food Drive  
  8:30 AM Fellowship  

  9:00 AM Adult  
         Sunday School 
10:00 AM Worship 

         with Communion   

7 

 

1:00 PM Silver  
        Sneakers 
 

6:00PM Finance 
Committee 

8 

 

 

 

 
7:00pm Scout  
      Troop 370 

9 

 

1:00 PM Silver  
        Sneakers 
 

6:00 PM Choir 

10 

 

11 12 

13 

  8:30 AM Fellowship  

  9:00 AM Adult  
         Sunday School 
10:00 AM Worship 

14 

 

1:00 PM Silver  
        Sneakers 

15 

 

 

 

7:00pm Scout  
      Troop 370 

16 

 

1:00 PM Silver  
        Sneakers 
 

6:00 PM Choir 

17 18 19 

20   Father’s Day 

  8:30 AM Fellowship  

  9:00 AM Adult  
         Sunday School 
10:00 AM Worship 

21 
 

1:00 PM Silver  
         Sneakers 
 

Newsletter  
Deadline 

22 

 

 

 

7:00pm Scout  
      Troop 370 

23 

 

1:00 PM Silver  
       Sneakers 
 

6:00 PM Choir 

24 

 

25 26 

27 

  8:30 AM Fellowship  

  9:00 AM Adult  
         Sunday School 
10:00 AM Worship 

28 
 

1:00 PM Silver  
        Sneakers 
 

Newsletter   

29 

 

 

 

7:00pm Scout  
      Troop 370 

30 

 

1:00 PM Silver  
       Sneakers 
 

6:00 PM Choir 

   

Church Office Closed 

Happy Father’s Day  



 

 

Methodist Websites: 
First United Methodist, 

Hondo 
http://www.fumchondo.com/ 

Hill Country District UMC  
http://hcdumc.org/ 

Rio Texas Conference  
http://riotexas.org/ 

United Methodist Church  
http://www.umc.org/ 

First United Methodist Church 
“Serving Him by serving others.” 

(830) 584-0300   

fumchondo@gmail.com 
www.fumchondo.com  

The Newsletter can be seen  
in full COLOR online at  
www.fumchondo.com. Do all the good you can, 

by all the means you can, 

in all the ways you can,  

in all the places you can, 

at all the times you can, 

to all the people you can, 

as long as ever you can.    

             John Wesley 

Choir News 
We are having Choir 

practice at  
6 pm on Wednesday  

evenings.  
Come and join us as we 
make a joyful noise and 

praise the Lord. 

We are in need of  2-4 people willing to be 
trained on our Sound and Video equipment. 
Please notify the church office, if you are will-
ing to take on this important tool for  
successful Ministry. 

 Silver Sneakers 
Exercise will be offered  

by Mike West on  
Mondays & Wednesdays 

at 1 PM  
in the fellowship hall. 

San Antonio Food Bank  
 Next San Antonio Food 
Bank Distribution will be  
 June 8, 2021, at 10 AM  

 at the Fairground. 
Clients must pre-register  

by calling the SAFB at   
210-431-8326.    

Volunteers start at 7:30AM 

2021 VBS now available 
please contact the Church 
office to register and  
receive the information  
to download 

http://www.fumchondo.com
http://hcdumc.org/
http://riotexas.org/
http://www.umc.org/
http://www.fumchondo.com

