The Pastor’s Pondering

Rev. J. Paul Bruhn

Summertime, time for some serious relaxation,
grilling, chilling, and – of course – camping.
July, 2021
In recent years, a different kind of camping has
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made it’s presence known, “GLAMPING”. Yes,
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this really is a word, the combination of glamour
First United Methodist Church + camping = glamping. It looks like a tent or an
old-fashioned trailer, until you enter in. You are met with the
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finest linens, portable A/C, spine friendly mattress and a
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piece of high-end chocolate on the fully adjustable pillow and
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neck support. Did I mention the high-tech charging stations
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for your cell phone and tablet? You get the idea.
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Let me introduce to you to an even more high-end tent
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adventure, that dates back more than 3,000 years. Moses
is encouraging the Israelites as follows, “Speak to the sons
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of Israel, and tell them that they shall make for themselves
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tassels on the corners of their garments throughout their
8:30 am - 4:00 pm
generations, and that they shall put on the tassel of each
corner a cord of blue. “It shall be a tassel for you to look at
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and remember all the commandments of the Lord, so as to
do them and not follow after your own heart and your own
Pastor
eyes, after which you played the harlot, so that you may
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remember to do all My commandments and be holy to your
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God. “I am the Lord your God who brought you out from the
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land of Egypt to be your God; I am the Lord you God.””
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(Numbers 15:38–41, NASB95)
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The tassels that are referred to in this text are the “tzit tzits”,
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the fringes that are nowadays found at the four corners of a
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Tallit, the Hebrew word for a prayer shawl. We had prayer
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shawls as show and tell in our Sunday morning worship
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service on the last Sunday in June. Each one of the tassels
has a numerical value of 613, which happens to be the
Custodians,
number of all the commandments and regulations to be found
Ramon Martinez
in the five Books of Moses. Believers in the GOD of Israel are
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expected to live according to these standards.
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We get additional information when we look at Deuteronomy,
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“You shall make yourself tassels on the four corners of your
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garment with which you cover yourself.” (Deuteronomy 22:12,
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NASB95) The four corners of the garment are representing
the four corners of the world and that the Law of GOD
Almighty is in all the earth. The Hebrew word “Tallit” can
actually be translated “little tent”. Some scholars believe that
when Jesus said in the Gospel of Saint Matthew that one
should go into one’s room to pray, he referred to the Tallit /
tent, that every believer in YHWH would use daily. Observing
Jews are still praying three times a day, morning, afternoon,

and evening.
Now, let us have a look at the tallit. Rabbis
believe that this prayer shawl represents
the wings of Almighty GOD, hovering over
the believer and protecting us from attacks.
“He who dwells in the shelter of the Most
High Will abide in the shadow of the
Almighty. I will say to the Lord, “My refuge
and my fortress, My God, in whom I trust!”
For it is He who delivers you from the snare
of the trapper And from the deadly pestilence. He will cover you with His pinions,
And under His wings you may seek refuge;
His faithfulness is a shield and bulwark.”
(Psalm 91:1–4, NASB95)
“Let me dwell in Your tent forever; Let me
take refuge in the shelter of Your wings.
Selah.” (Psalm 61:4, NASB95)
““But for you who fear My name, the sun
of righteousness will rise with healing in
its wings; and you will go forth and skip
about like calves from the stall.” (Malachi
4:2, NASB95)
““O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills
the prophets and stones those sent to her!
How often I wanted to gather your children
together, just as a hen gathers her brood
under her wings, and you would not have
it!” (Luke 13:34, NASB95)
The tallit / prayer shawl represents GOD’s
care and protection, HIS wings protecting
the believer every step of the way.
As my children grew up I took some
parenting classes. Among other things I
learned that there are different kinds of
intelligence, one of them being tactile,
having to hold and feel something to make
it real. I definitely have some of that in me.
I love the feel of a soft fleece sweater, the
gentleness of a real leather bound Bible,
the smoothness of a particular coffee cup.
Nestling into my favorite comforter and
waiting on GOD with a hot cup of Joe in my
hand, and in a sudden, the prayer shawl /
tallit makes perfect sense.
And since we are Methodist after all, you
might enjoy this little piece of trivia.

Susannah Wesley, John Wesley’s mother,
would sit in her kitchen surrounded by her
small children and put her apron over her
head. The children knew that this meant
she had prayer time with GOD and was
not to be disturbed.
My challenge to all of us for the remainder
of this summer and beyond, find your very
own tallit. A blanket, an apron, a prayer
shawl, a king-size bandana. Make it a
habit to make room for GOD and wait for
HIM, and marvelous things will happen.
GO GLAMPING WITH GOD!
<><Pastor
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Scholarship

Dear Scholarship Committee
and FUMC Hondo,
Thank you very much for awarding me
the Nancy Groff Memorial Scholarship.
I am grateful to be chosen as the
recipient of this honor.
I appreciate the support it will provide
me in attending UTSA.
Thank you for your support during
this exciting time in my life.
Sincerely,
Katy Self

Food Pantry wrote

Dear members of First UMC,
Thank you for your generous donation of
food to the MCFP over the last quarter.
Your donations have blessed so many
families in our community
Sincerely
Theresa Gilliam & MCFP

UMW News

UMW will not have a meeting in July.
However, members will be renewing
subscriptions and signing up new
ones for the Community Birthday
Calendar fundraiser.
Be sure to get your calendar for 2022.
Funds from the sale of the calendar allow
UMW to financially support many local
organizations including: Helping Abused and
Neglected Kids (H.A.N.K.), Bluebonnet
Children’s Center, Wesley Nurse program,
Medina County Senior Center, Friends
Academy, Providence Place, and Medina
County Food Pantry.
(More information on page 4 in this Circuit
Rider.)
Eighteen women representing Hondo FUMC,
New Fountain UMC and Yancey UMC
attended the UMW June Luncheon.
The meal was catered by El Azteca
Restaurant and everyone in attendance
received a door prize.
Thank you to Hondo UMW members who
assisted in helping host our guests.
Additionally, assorted hygiene items were
collected by the group to prepare kits for
young people served by the Bluebonnet
Children’s Center.
Eighteen complete kits were donated and a
tremendous number of additional products
were contributed to create more kits by the
center. Volunteers and staff at the center
were very thankful for the items to share
with their young clients.
The June Luncheon
was a great success.

All of
creation
declares
the glory
of the

BOLT TOTALLY 80’S

Tubular Trip through the
Early Church
VBS FOR Summer 2021

VBS will be virtual again this
summer, and the link is now
available to our church family.
Contact the church office to
register your request for that link.
This means you can access the
Backyard VBS parent portal at your
convenience - all summer long.
There are four days of VBS fun in
the program and each day is
packed with a Bible story, craft,
games, and music.
You really have to check it out for
yourselves to see what a great
VBS this is: www.gocurriculum.com
then click on DAY 1 FULL SAMPLE
VIDEO.
When you receive access to the
Bolt Totally 80’s program, you’ll find
a parent’s guide telling what (very
few) supplies you’ll need daily, and
directions for games and crafts.
The message for the kids in this
program is that they should share
their gifts, time, and talents with
others as Jesus and the early
church did.
The Bible stories, songs, games,
and crafts carry out this theme in
a thoroughly 80’s style.
Remember Pac-Man, Hungry Hippo,
mullet haircuts, and ET?
If you’ve forgotten, never knew of,
or wish you could forget those days,
you and your kids or grand-kids will
have a blast discovering what the
80’s were like. And the kids will
learn sound Scriptural concepts
while having a blast.
Totally tubular (awesome)!

Community Birthday Calendar 2022

For 71 years the Hondo United Methodist
Women have published a Community
Birthday Calendar.
Many of you are familiar with the calendar,
but some of you may ask, “What’s that?”
First, it is a printed wall calendar, a very
special calendar. It has your name on it!
The calendar has names of people all
over Hondo, not just First UMC.
It is truly a community publication!
Second, for 25 cents per name, the
special events such as birthdays and
anniversaries of your family and friends
are printed on the day of the celebration.
Third, local businesses support the
calendar by placing their phone numbers
and useful information about their
business. That means their number is
at your fingertips when you want to get
in touch.
Fourth, the calendar is priced at only $6
each. If you want to buy three or more
calendars, the price is only $5 each.
Now that you know the basics of the
calendar, here is how it can be useful.
Some of our customers give these
calendars as Christmas gifts for the family.
One customer hangs her calendar on the
side of her refrigerator where she can
check out every doctor appointment,
meeting time, or other event scheduled
for the day while eating breakfast.
It is also special to hear an unexpected
“Happy Birthday!” when someone knows
it is your day. The radio station (KCWM)
even uses the calendar to announce
birthdays over the air.
Besides, it is just fun!
The funds generated from calendar sales
are used to support local charitable
organizations such as Helping Abused
and Neglected Kids (H.A.N.K.),
Bluebonnet Children’s Center,
Wesley Nurse program,

Medina County Senior Center,
Friends Academy,
Providence Place,
Medina County Food Pantry,
Rotary Stuff the Bus campaign,
and Boy Scouts.
UMW members (Joan Lindeman,
Betty Gilliam, Janice Highsmith,
Lorine Hackebeil, Nola Hanson)
will be selling calendars during the
summer break.
Please say “yes” to support these
worthy groups in our community!

Food Drive On July 4!

Our next Food Drive is on
Communion Sunday, July 4, 2021.
Our June Food Drive again brought
in over 300 pounds!
Way to go, Church!
The items needed list has been
revised and expanded.
Copies of the new list are
available in the narthex.
Please know that the Food Pantry
is deeply appreciative of your
giving and your generosity.
Thank you to everyone for
opening your hearts to this ministry.
If you do not attend Sunday worship
or you will be out of town,
you can bring your food items to
the Church office during the week
(June 28-July 1, Monday-Thursday,
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.).

Wesley Nurse Corner

It’s official I can now see clients in
my office and resume classes!
The South Texas Rural health clinic
continues to work with the Wesley Nurse
program to provide Specialty Referral Services
to those in need within our community.
This program will continue to provide medical
appointments with specialist to those who
qualify. If you or someone you know may
need this service, please have them make an
appointment with me for more information.
The Texas Diaper Bank and “My Healthy
Child” class is ongoing and will soon be
offered at the church. If you know of anyone
in need of this service, please have them call
me and arrangements can be made.
I look forward to everyone’s participation
as more and more programs and community
service opportunities become available.
As always, any classes sponsored or offered
by the WN program are open to the public
and free of charge.
I would like to send out a heartfelt thank
you to all who support me. Continued support
of the Wesley Nurse program has allowed the
program to assist those in need, increase our
community’s educational opportunities and
provide various medical assistance. If you feel
led to support this program there is a Wesley
Nurse Fund established for donations.
If you would like to see a program,
information, or event that you feel would
benefit you or the community please contact
me. You don’t have to be a member in the
Healthcare Ministry Team to partner with me
in service to those in need in our community.
Membership in this committee is appreciated
but not necessary for a one-time project or
event.
God Bless,
Barbara Brennan-West RN

Hondo FUMC, Wesley Nurse
Telehealth &
Visit by Appointment
Hours: M-F 8am – 5pm
1-830-584-1760

Lay Leader Tricia Boll

The Chapel Zoom
Bible study class has
just ended for a couple
of months for summer.
We had classes for ten
months and studied
the books of Acts,
Hebrews, John, James, and
First Peter.
The experience is not exactly
the same as in-person studies,
but has the benefit of interacting
with others from the comfort of
home.
It seems internet providers
haven’t caught up technologically
with the demand of small-town
users, but we hope internet
services improve soon.
I would like to offer my assistance
to those who would like to learn
more about using their computers
so that they can participate in our
Bible studies on Zoom, or learn
how to tune into Facebook to
watch our church services, the
pastor’s Wednesday in God’s
Word, or to watch our Zoom study
on Facebook.
Please feel free to contact me
and we can set up a learning
session.
There are two requirements,
though: you need to have a
computer or smart phone,
and internet service.

Our Prayer Concerns
Mary Alice Barrow
Kenneth Clary
Robert Clopton
Hilo DelBosque
Barbara Fisher
Jeff Friesenhahn
Ralph Gilliam
Will Hartnett
Angie Hawley
Barbara Ledbetter
Rosa Martinez
David McGehee
Meghan Moss
Melissa Murry
Helen Nagy
Jennifer Parsons
La Porte
Dana Pitman
Roy Rivera
Shaylene Voigt
Family and friends of
Debbie Dryden
Nursing Home:
Joe Kailipaka
Jody Lutz
Sarah Moss
Mary Zdeb
Our Troops:
Erik Arias
William E. Bryant
Logan Dean
Bryan Franklin
Joe Frank Garcia, III
Benjamin Highsmith
Kevin Rothe
Liturgists
July 4 - Jean Callaway
July 11 - Bob Hart
July 18 - Miles Hutson
July 25 - Joan Lindeman

Financial Report

Worship Attendance

May 2021

March 07 - 63
March 14 - 53
March 21 - 61
March 28 - 70
---April 04 - 146
April 11 - 81
April 18 - 89
April 25 - 64
--May 02 - 71
May 09 - 92
May 16 - 80
May 23 - 94
May 30 - 67
--June 06 - 62
June 13 - 65
June 20 - 72
June 27 - 72

General Fund:
Income:
Expense:
Balance:

$ 51,376.61
$ 39,198.40
$ 29,919.54
$ 60,655.47

Building Fund: $ 61,834.93
Interest:
$
5.25
Balance:
$ 61,840.18
Memorial:
Interest
Balance:

$ 23,729.26
$
0.40
$ 23,729.66

Altar Fund:
Interest:
Balance:

$ 2,121.21
$
0.18
$ 2,121.39

Scholarship: $ 33,830.29
Interest:
$
17.24
Balance:
$ 33,847.53

Our Budget for 2021 is $319,838.
We have received
General Fund Pledges for $134,820.
from 28 family units

Worship Assistants

Finance Counters
July 4 - Virgil Boll
July 11 - Jamie Johnson
July 18 July 25 - Tricia Boll

Trustee Counters
July 4 - Bryan Klaus
July 11 - Lorine Hackebeil
July 18 - Jim Callis
July 25 -
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July 2021
Sun

Mon

5
8:30 AM Fellowship Office
closed

4

Food Drive

Happy 4th of July
Tue

6

9:00 AM Adult
Sunday School
10:00 AM Worship
with Communion

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

8

9

10

14

15

16

17

1:00 PM Silver
Sneakers

5 - 7 PM
Youth

21

22

23

24

7
9:30 AM UMW

6:00 PM Choir
6 - 9:15 PM
Youth worship
experience
in Utopia

11
8:30 AM Fellowship
9:00 AM Adult

12

18
8:30 AM Fellowship
9:00 AM Adult

19

25
8:30 AM Fellowship
9:00 AM Adult

26

13

1:00 PM Silver
Sneakers
Sunday School
20

1:00 PM Silver
1:00 PM Silver
Sneakers
Sneakers
Sunday School
6:00pm Scout
Newsletter
6:00 PM Choir
10:00 AM Worship
Troop 370
Deadline

27

28

1:00 PM Silver
1:00 PM Silver
Sneakers
Sneakers
Sunday School
Newsletter
6:00pm Scout 6:00 PM Choir
10:00 AM Worship
Prep & Mail
Troop 370

5 - 8 PM
Youth at
the Lake
29

30

31

4 - 7 PM
Youth
trip to
Kerrville

First United Methodist Church
“Serving Him by serving others.”

(830) 584-0300

fumchondo@gmail.com

Choir News

We are having
Choir practice at
6 pm on Wednesday
evenings.
Come and join us as we
make a joyful noise and
praise the Lord.

San Antonio Food Bank

Next San Antonio Food
Bank Distribution will be
July 13, 2021, at 10 AM
at the Fairground.
Clients must pre-register
by calling the SAFB at
210-431-8326.
Volunteers start at 7:30AM

We are in need of 2-4 people willing to be
trained on our Sound and Video equipment.
Please notify the church office, if you are willing to take on this important tool for
successful Ministry.
Do all the good you can,
by all the means you can,
in all the ways you can,

Methodist Websites:

First United Methodist,
Hondo
http://www.fumchondo.com/
at all the times you can,
Hill Country District UMC
to all the people you can,
http://hcdumc.org/
Rio Texas Conference
as long as ever you can.
http://riotexas.org/
John Wesley United Methodist Church
http://www.umc.org/

in all the places you can,

2021 VBS now available
please contact the Church
office to register and
receive the information
to download

The Newsletter can be seen
in full COLOR online at
www.fumchondo.com.

