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Welcome Back to
School and Church
“Picnic”
August 15,
after Worship Service
in the fellowship hall

Summer gives one the opportunity to follow
up on all those projects that gather on the
“Honey-Do-List.” Fastening a screw here and
resetting a hinge there, repairing the broken
roller on a piece of luggage. You know, the small stuff
that just takes a little too much time than we think we have.
Therefore, we decide to do it when we ”get around to it.”
That is a great Texas expression.
Several years ago we lived in a place that had some
unwanted openings in the wall – they proved to be entry
points for rodents. The remedy, I was introduced to, was
insulating foam that comes in a convenient can with an
extended bendable nozzle.
I am proud to proclaim that after one Saturday full of
search-and-plug exercises no more rodents entered through
these openings. This foam is truly amazing. You know how
they say, “a dab will do you?” Same here, all it took was a
little squirt of the foaming substance and some patience.
Within minutes the small yellowish marble of glue grew into
a medium sized dense sponge. The key here was being
patient, and only after the foam had hardened I could take
a knife and reshape it, so it would fit right in with the larger
picture.
Lately I came across an important Scripture passage.
Habakkuk 2:1–3 (ESV) reads,

“1I will take my stand at my watchpost and
station myself on the tower, and look out to
see what he will say to me, and what I will
answer concerning my complaint. 2And
the Lord answered me: “Write the vision;
make it plain on tablets, so he may run
who reads it. 3For still the vision awaits its
appointed time; it hastens to the end—it
will not lie. If it seems slow, wait for it; it will
surely come; it will not delay.”
Now granted, the words of Habakkuk are thousands of years
old, and even with a modern translation it might be a little
difficult to put them into practice. One possible interpretation
would be as follows:

1. Find a place where you will spend
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

time with the LORD daily.
Turn your eyes upon JESUS and
look still in HIS wonderful face.
Share your concerns with GOD.
Listen and record what you “hear”
GOD say.
Act upon GOD’s guidance.
Repeat steps 1. through 5.

The summer is almost over and many of us are
beginning to prepare our schedules for the
second part of the year. Athletic rosters, school
requirements, family festivities, and the list goes
on.
Please take time to seek the presence of GOD
and listen to HIS guidance. Does GOD ask you
to spend more time in fellowship with HIM – alone
or as family?
Pray for guidance from GOD as the leadership
of our church family carefully evaluates the
direction GOD is leading us through
HIS Holy Spirit.
If you would like to know more about this divine
dialogue, contact our church office.
My colleague in ministry Mark Virkler has
developed an outstanding training to hear the
voice of GOD. I will more than gladly share the
keys to fruitful journaling that he developed.
It is just simply more than my column can hold.

Evangelism Committee
Announcement

August is a busy time for “back to
school” activities throughout the
community.
The “Blessing of the Backpacks”
will be Sunday, August 15 during
our worship service.
Since we’ve missed our Church
Picnic now for 2 years we are
having a Welcome Back to School
and Church “Picnic” complete
with BBQ Brisket, Beans, Potato
Salad and Watermelon.
This will be held in the Fellowship
Hall on August 15th following the
service of blessing the backpacks.
We will be collecting school
supplies for the Bluebonnet
Children’s Advocacy Center in
the next few weeks.
There will be a list of needed
supplies enclosed in your bulletin.
We hope to fill several backpacks
with those needed supplies by the
15th.

This September 11 marks the 20th
anniversary of a sad day in our
I hope and pray you will stop by and ask for more.
country. There were so many first
As you practice the steps mentioned above you
responders that answered the call
soon will see a small prayer marble growing into
to rescue so many and risk their
a means to “rodent-proof” your spiritual life and
own lives.
live closer with GOD than ever before.
We want to honor those in our
Start writing!
community who are first
responders that keep our own
In Christ’s Unfailing Love
communities safe.
Pastor J. Paul <><
We will be preparing a box lunch
with sandwiches, chips, cookies,
Special Announcement
etc. on Saturday morning
We are looking for people willing to help with September 11 and delivering to
Children’s Church. Please contact Liz Steward the first responders at their place
or the Church office.
of duty.
Volunteers will be welcome!
They will need to get approved through Safe

Gathering.

UMW News

UMW will meet at
the Fellowship Hall
on August 4 at
9:30 a.m.
Martha Nell Allen
will present the program,
“Generous Hearts and
Strong Threads.”
Nola Hanson will bring
the 5-minute response.
See you soon!
Members are still renewing
subscriptions and signing
up new ones for the
Community Birthday
Calendar fundraiser.
Be sure to get your
calendar for 2022.
Sales persons to contact
for your calendar or answer
your questions are Joan
Lindeman, Betty Gilliam,
Janice Highsmith, Lorine
Hackebeil and Nola Hanson.
Funds from the sale of the
calendar allow UMW to
financially support many
local organizations
including Helping Abused
and Neglected Kids
(H.A.N.K.), Bluebonnet
Children’s Center, Wesley
Nurse program, Medina
County Senior Center,
Friends Academy,
Providence Place, and
Medina County Food Pantry.

FOOD DRIVE August 1!

Our next Food Drive is on
Communion Sunday,
August 1. Our July Food
Drive dropped a bit for the
holiday, but we still were able
to donate 125.10 pounds!
Please know that the Food
Pantry is deeply appreciative
of your giving and your
generosity.
Thank you to everyone for
opening your hearts to this
ministry.
If you do not attend Sunday
worship or you will be out of
town, you can bring your
food items to the Church
office during the week
(July 26-July 29, MondayThursday, 8:30a.m.-4p.m.).

Bluebonnet
Children’s
Advocacy Center
School Supply Needs

Elementary
Back-Pack
Crayons – 24 Count
Glue Bottle – 4oz
Glue Sticks
Crayola Washable
Markers
Ziplock Bags – Sandwich,
Quart + Gallon sizes
Scissors (blunt tipped)
No 2. Pencils
Construction Paper
Paper towels
Kleenex – nonscented
12in Standard/Metric
Ruler
Food Pantry wrote:
Blue/Black Pens
Dear First United Methodist, Spiral Notebooks Thank you for your continued
Wide Rule
and generous donations to
Medina County Food Pantry. Middle/High School
Your donations enable us
Back-Pack
to provide food to many
No. 2 Pencils or
families in our community.
Mechanical Pencils
Thank you again!

Memorials
The following memorials
have been received

In Memory of:

Mary Zdeb
by
Ted & Joan Lindeman
Greg & Cora Rothe
Tom & Marcy Rothe

Rosa Martinez
by
Jim & Janice Highsmith

Pens – Blue, Black, Red
Colored Pencils
Notebook Filler Paper –
Wide Rule/College R
Dividers
Spiral – Single Subject
Wide Rule/College R
Brad Folders with pockets
Highlighters
1 ½ to 4in Binders
Index Cards
Graph paper
Ear Buds

Our Prayer Concerns
Mary Alice Barrow
Richard Chaffin
Kenneth Clary
Robert Clopton
Hilo DelBosque
Jeff Friesenhahn
Ralph Gilliam
Will Hartnett
Angie Hawley
Barbara Ledbetter
David McGehee
Meghan Moss
Melissa Murry
Helen Nagy
Jennifer Parsons
La Porte
Dana Pitman
Roy Rivera
Shelia Rothe
Shaylene Voigt
Will Watson
Debra Williamson

Family and friends of
Rosa Martinez
Mary Zdeb
Nursing Home:
Joe Kailipaka
Jody Lutz
Sarah Moss
Our Troops:
Erik Arias
William E. Bryant
Logan Dean
Bryan Franklin
Joe Frank Garcia, III
Benjamin Highsmith
Kevin Rothe

Financial Report
June 2021
General Fund: $ 60,655.47
Correct. Double $- 2,000.00
Income:
$ 20,383.80
Expense:
- $ 24,522.37
Transfers:
- $ 6,375.00
Balance:
$ 48,141.90

Building Fund: $ 61,840.18
Income/Trans.: $
825.00
Interest:
$
5.15
Balance:
$ 62,670.33
Memorial:
$ 23,729.66
Income/Trans.: $
550.00
Interest
$
0.40
Balance:
$ 24,280.06
Altar Fund:
$ 2,121.39
Income/Trans.: $ 5,000.00
Interest:
$
0.59
Balance:
$ 7,121.98
Scholarship: $ 33,847.53
Interest:
$
16.69
Balance:
$ 33,864.22

Our Budget for 2021 is
$319,838.
We have received General
Fund Pledges for $134,820.
from 28 family units

Worship Attendance
July 04 - 72
July 11 - 71
July 18 - 60
July 25 - 70

Worship Assistants
Liturgists
Aug. 1 - Chris Kailipaka
Aug. 8 - Bette Wooten
Aug. 15 - Karman Duron
Aug. 22 - Sondra Burris
Aug. 29 - Jan Weems
Finance Counters
Aug. 1 - Tricia Boll
Aug. 8 - Alan Bohlen
Aug. 15 Aug. 22 - Burt Herrmann
Aug. 29 - Tricia Boll
Trustee Counters
Aug. 1 - Chad Elder
Aug. 8 Aug. 15 Aug. 22 Aug. 29 - Lorine Hackebeil
Children’s Church
Aug. 15 - Liz Steward
Aug. 22 - Sandy Callis
Aug. 29 - Sandy Callis

dedicated prep-time prior to a Sunday to
help you be prepared to lead it.
I recently took over Margie Strickler’s role Also, if you don’t feel comfortable being
in organizing the children’s church during the teacher, we are in need of another
the regular worship service. During the
adult being present along with the
educational committee meeting earlier
teachers to help with things like passing
this month, it was decided that we do
out crayons or cutting paper.
want to provide Children’s Church all year Much like Jim and his umbrella,
round and not just during the school
demonstrative faith that preceded not
year. Some of our regular volunteers
only an end to a dry spell, but ushered in
wanted to see if we could find a few more an entire rainy season really – we need
volunteers to help with this ministry.
to prepare to receive.
Through time and practice a musician can We prepare to receive the children,
train their ear to hear pitches. Musicians
so the children come.
learn to hear when a pitch is out of tune
We anticipate the healing of our country,
mainly through focusing a lot of time on
so it will.
hearing what in tune sounds like.
Like a musician learning to tune, we need Safe Gathering procedures and training
to train the ears of our children to hear the will be required to help. It does require
a background check and a few hours of
right pitch. We need to be speaking the
your time. Ministering to our children is
Word of God to our children - over our
children and around our children - in order investing in not only their wellbeing but
to train their ear to hear what is good and everyone’s future.
is the perfect Will of God. That way, as
Thank you, Liz
they grow and are faced with new
information, they are able to discern when
something is a little off, a little out of tune
FUMC Hondo
to what is good.
Mission and Vision Statement:
The enemy will often use information that
“Serving Christ in God's Country”
is only slightly out of tune as to not offend
the untrained ear. The enemy can
We are called and committed to spread
continue to bend our hearing to the point
the “Good News” of Jesus Christ
where we don’t notice when things are
in our community.
grossly out of tune if we aren’t careful.
Our vision is to invite those in need;
We need to train our children early on to
strengthen and encourage
hear good and to question things slightly
the faith of believers;
out of tune.
and build strong
When helping with children’s church, it is
Christian leadership.
about 25-30 minutes on a Sunday – could
We provide a nurturing worship and
be once a month or however often you
educational environment by offering
feel you can do it. It is volunteer only;
dedicated ministers, teachers,
you sign up ahead of time for the
and a strong scriptural message.
Sundays you can help. All the lessons are
We look for opportunities of
planned out with different activity choices.
involvement for all ages in order to
You can map it out yourself if you like,
enhance the spiritual growth
or I am happy print a plan off for you.
of those we serve.
I would anticipate 30 min to one hour

Children’s Church Liz Steward

Wesley Nurse Corner

Dear Hondo Congregation and Community Members;
Our Health committee met this month to plan how best to serve our
community.
Discussed events in community that may be of interest to our church are:
Food Banks, Holy Sneakers, Christmas in God’s Country, Backpack program,
Health fair, Bluebonnet, Children’s book drive, Cornerstone, Texas Diaper Bank,
Suicide, social media/anxiety, Mental Health 1st aid, Grief Share, Medina County
Disaster Recovery Team.
We chose three programs to assist with:
1. The Wesley Nurse partners with the Texas Diaper Bank and My Healthy Child
education classes to aid moms that are struggling to provide diapers.
Pre-COVID they used to provide wipes as well. The church will do a wipes/
personal hygiene drive and will collect children’s books to add into the monthly
distribution bags. (Feel free to drop off donations to my office and say hello)
2. Grief Share Support Group is another program we will be starting on September 6th
in the choir room for a 13 week program. Space is limited, so please call the
WN if interested.
3. Christmas in God’s Country is a community outreach program that will be on Nov.
20th. Tables will be set up for the church and the Wesley Nurse
Our next meeting will be in September to help plan the Christmas in God’s
Country in detail.
I will partner with Mikey and the Holy Sneaker class to add an educational
component to his classes once a month. Dates TBD.
I would like to send out a heartfelt thank you to all who support me. Continued
support of the Wesley Nurse program has allowed the program to assist those in
need, increase our community’s educational opportunities and provide various
medical assistance. If you feel led to support this program there is a Wesley Nurse
Fund established for donations.
If you would like to see a program, information, or event that you feel would
benefit you or the community please contact me. You don’t have to be a member in
the Healthcare Ministry Team to partner with me in service to those in need in our
community. Membership in this committee is appreciated but not necessary for a
one-time project or event.
God Bless,
Barbara Brennan-West RN Hondo FUMC, Wesley Nurse
Telehealth &Visit
by Appointment
Hours: M-F 8am – 5pm
1-830-584-1760

Let us
grow
together
in love
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August 2021
Sun
1

Food Drive

Mon
2

8:30 AM Fellowship
9:00 AM Adult
1:00 PM Holy
Sneakers
Sunday School
10:00 AM Worship
8
8:30 AM Fellowship
9:00 AM Adult

9
1:00 PM Holy
Sneakers

15
8:30 AM Fellowship
9:00 AM Adult

16

Tue
3

6:00pm Scout
Troop 370
10

22
8:30 AM Fellowship
9:00 AM Adult

17

6:00pm Scout
Troop 370

24

29
8:30 AM Fellowship
9:00 AM Adult

31

Children’s Church

Sat

5

6

7

12

13

19

20

14
10 AM
Bridal
Shower
Johanna
Bruhn
21

26

27

28

1:00 PM Holy
Sneakers
11

18

6:00 PM Choir

25
1:00 PM Holy
Sneakers

Newsletter
6:00 PM Choir Prep & Mail

Children’s Church

1:00 PM Holy
Sneakers
Sunday School
10:00 AM Worship

9:30 AM UMW

Fri

1:00 PM Holy
Sneakers

23
1:00 PM Holy
Sneakers
Sunday School Newsletter
Deadline
10:00 AM Worship

30

4

Thu

1:00 PM Holy
Sneakers

Sunday School 6:00PM SPRC
office
10:00 AM Worship

Sunday School 1:00 PM Holy
Sneakers
10:00 AM Worship
Blessing of
Back-packs
Children’s Church
Welcome back
‘Picnic’ FH

Wed

6:00 PM
Trustees office
6:00pm Scout
Troop 370

First United Methodist Church
“Serving Him by serving others.”

(830) 584-0300

fumchondo@gmail.com

Children’s Church

Starts August 15.

Holy Sneakers

Exercise will be offered
by Mike West on
Mondays & Wednesdays
at 1 PM
in the fellowship hall.

San Antonio Food Bank

Next San Antonio Food
Bank Distribution will be
Aug.10, 2021, at 10 AM
at the Fairground.
Volunteers start at 7:30AM
Clients must pre-register
by calling the SAFB at
210-431-8326.

Announcing

We are in need of 2-4 people willing
to be trained on our Sound and Video equipment.
Please notify the church office, if you are willing to
take on this important tool for successful Ministry.

Do all the good you can,

The Newsletter can be seen
in full COLOR online at
www.fumchondo.com.

by all the means you can,

Methodist Websites:
in all the ways you can,
Welcome Back
First United Methodist Hondo
to School and Church in all the places you can,
http://www.fumchondo.com/
“Picnic”
Hill Country District UMC
complete with BBQ Brisket, at all the times you can,
Beans, Potato Salad and
Watermelon.
This will be held in the
Fellowship Hall on August
15th following the service
of blessing the backpacks.

to all the people you can,
as long as ever you can.
John Wesley

http://hcdumc.org/
Rio Texas Conference
http://riotexas.org/
United Methodist Church
http://www.umc.org/

