
Worship Service 
   August 15, 2021 
 

Welcome  
 

Gathering Music  
 

Gathering Words: 
Calling all children of the Living God:  
the Gospel is good news for every age  
and every stage. 

Let us worship together, the young and the old. 
 The good news is proclaimed in God’s Word,  
 and also with crayons, silly songs, snacks,  
 and rest time. 
Let us worship together, every generation. 

After months of learning behind screens  
or separated by dividers and physical space, 

Let us worship together, with our family of faith. 
We may still feel uncertain, seeing so many faces again,  
but we come together seeking God’s peace  
in this beautiful community. 

Let us worship together, united in Christ. 
 

*Hymn:  # 2031 “We Bring the Sacrifice of Praise”   
   
*Opening Prayer:   
God our teacher, who helps us to understand the world around us. 
Thank You for the privilege of education.  
In a year of turmoil, disruption, and loss, we recognize the gift  
of learning and the gift of teaching in ways we may not have  
appreciated before.  
You have blessed our communities with teachers who take new  
skills and concepts and pass them along to each new class of  
Young people. 

Prayer Concerns:   
Tony Aedo, Mary Alice Barrow, Rachel Cain, Kenneth Clary,  
Robert Clopton, Richard Crosby, Hilo DelBosque, Barbara Fisher, 
Jeff Friesenhahn, Olin Gilliam, Ralph Gilliam, Angie Hawley,  
Barbara Ledbetter, Kathi Mattes Hernandez, David McGehee,  
Reid Merchant, Louise Meyer, Meghan Moss, Melissa Murry,  

Helen Nagy, Dana Pitman, Jennifer Parsons La Porte, Roy Rivera,  
Sheila Simmons, Jennifer & Zach Simmons, Carolyn Taylor, Shaylene Voigt, 
Will Watson, Debra Williamson.  Shelia Rothe’s family. 
Family and friends of  Rosa Martinez and Mary Zdeb  
Nursing Home: Joe Kailipaka, Jody Lutz, Sarah Moss. 
Our Troops: Erik Arias, William E. Bryant, Logan Dean, Bryan Franklin,
            Joe Frank Garcia, III, Benjamin Highsmith, Kevin Rothe  

 

 

<>< 

Join us for:  
Welcome Back to School and Church Picnic  

in the fellowship hall after the Worship Service 
 

<>< 
 

Holy Sneakers Exercise Class on Mondays and Wednesdays  
at 1 PM in the fellowship hall.  

 

<>< 
 

Choir Practice Wednesday August 18, at 6 PM.  
 

<>< 
 

Youth Group starts August 22, after Worship Service  
 

<>< 
Trustee Meeting August 31, at 6PM conference room/office 

 

<>< 
 

Worship Assistants on August 22: 
 

Liturgist: Sondra Burris  Counters: Burt Herrmann & _______  
Children’s Church: Sandy Callis 



God who came as a child to show us how to be fully human,  
to show us how to be children of God, You have given our children 
minds that grow and develop in unique ways, at unique speeds,  
and we are astounded by that miracle. 
You have called all adult believers to teach the next generation  
Your grace, love, and holiness in word and in action.  
You speak to us through the words, actions, play, and feelings of 
children.  
You call us to listen to the Spirit speaking through believers in Christ 
of all ages. 
We celebrate the beginning of this school year and ask for Your 
blessings upon the children, the educators, and the families who 
support them. 
We come to worship together, to lift up our young people and all 
those who care for them and teach them.  
In JESUS’ mighty Name.           AMEN. 
 

First Scripture Reading: Deuteronomy 6:4–9 (NIrV) 
Israel, listen to me. The Lord is our God.  
The Lord is the one and only God. 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul.  
Love him with all your strength. 
The commandments I give you today must be in your hearts. 
Make sure your children learn them.  
Talk about them when you are at home.  
Talk about them when you walk along the road.  
Speak about them when you go to bed.  
And speak about them when you get up. 
Write them down and tie them on your hands as a reminder.  
Also tie them on your foreheads. 
Write them on the doorframes of your houses.  
Also write them on your gates.  
 

Hymn:  # 393 “Spirit of the Living God”  
 

Community, Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
 

Second Reading: Luke 2:41–52 (NIrV) 
Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Passover Feast. 

When he was 12 years old, they went up to the Feast as usual. 
After the Feast was over, his parents left to go back home.  
The boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. But they were not aware of it. 
They thought he was somewhere in their group. So they traveled on for  
a day. Then they began to look for him among their relatives and friends. 
They did not find him. So they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. 
After three days they found him in the temple courtyard. He was sitting 
with the teachers. He was listening to them and asking them questions. 
Everyone who heard him was amazed at how much he understood.  
They also were amazed at his answers. 
When his parents saw him, they were amazed. His mother said to him, 
“Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been  
worried about you. We have been looking for you everywhere.” 
“Why were you looking for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be  
in my Father’s house?” 
But they did not understand what he meant by that. 
Then he went back to Nazareth with them, and he obeyed them.  
But his mother kept all these things like a secret treasure in her heart. 
Jesus became wiser and stronger. He also became more and more  
pleasing to God and to people. 
 

Young Disciples 
 

*Hymn:  # 454 “Open My Eyes, That I May See”   
 

Message: “Be Who GOD Called You to Be ”     by Pastor J. Paul 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

*Closing Hymn:  # 2022 ”Great Is the Lord”    
 

*Benediction 
 

Postlude 
 

Worship Assistants: 
Rev. J. Paul Bruhn    Karman Duron, Liturgist 
Leon Steward, Choir Director  Tricia Boll, Lay Leader 
Victoria Reed, Accompanist  Counters: Tom Stoner & Jim Callis 
Liz Steward, Children’s Church 

 


