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The Pastor’s Pondering   
Rev.  J. Paul Bruhn 
This month I am celebrating the 30th anniversary of 
having set foot on Texas soil. The late Reverend 
Claus Rohlfs, Sr. had organized a two-week retreat 
for German laity to explore about a dozen of grow-
ing United Methodist churches in rural to urban  
environments, and to make sure that all of us were able to attend  
a “Walk to Emmaus” at Mt. Wesley in Kerrville, Texas. 
One of the highlights for me was a Wednesday afternoon and 
evening at First UMC of Uvalde. After having participated in the 
LOGOS program for children we sat in the chapel and listened to 
some of the folk that were instrumental in developing “BASIC 
CHRISTIANITY”, a four-month training class in what it means  
to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. This training is helping folk to 
learn more about the Christian faith and to be better equipped to 
serve as effective witnesses of GOD’s grace and power in the  
here and now. 
This program was new, genuine, and life changing. Because of 
Basic Christianity Marion and I came to Texas the following year 
and translated the material into German, took the training and  
became “certified instructors.” Yes, we took the program back to 
Frankfurt and taught it in our home church. What might be more 
interesting is the fact, that Marion and I received our call into  
ministry during that time.  
The hospitality, love and care of First UMC Uvalde is one of the 
main reasons that you now have a pastor with a German accent. 
Towards the end of the training the participants are asked to  
explore what their gifts might be and the following modern  
parable is shared.  
 

“The Parable of the Talents” by John Duckworth 
It cam to pass that a Master had 300 servants, and the Master, who 
was about to embark on a long journey, called his servants together 
and entrusted talents to each of them, To some, he gave one talent, 
to others two, to others three or more. But each servant – short or 
tall, clever or dull, trained or untrained – received at least one  
talent. 
Some received the talent of singing, some dancing, some painting 
pictures of waterfalls in the moonlight. Others were talented in 
public speaking, baking cookies, pushing children up and down on 
the playground swings, or visiting the sick. Still others received 
talents enabling them to collect money, vacuum the floor, or teach. 
“I am going on a long journey,” the Master said when he had  
finished handing out the talents. “As my servants, work wisely 
with the talents I have given you.” With that, he left. 
“Very well,” said one of the servants, a fellow who had the talent 
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of organization. “Let us band together in our 
Master’s service, using these talents to do the 
work he has left us.” He pointed at a servant 
who had the talent of speaking the Master’s 
words. “You will remind us of what the  
Master has said. Those of you who have  
musical talents will sing to us of the Master 
and his work.” 
So it went, and before long each servant was 
given something to do according to his or her 
talent. Some cared for servants who were old 
or ill, some brought water to those who toiled 
in the Master’s orchards, some invited 
strangers into their homes and made them  
feel welcome, and some taught others about  
the Master and his goodness. 
Soon a group of servants who could use  
hammers and saws built a meeting house  
for the benefit of all, and those who were  
talented in making furniture and sewing  
curtains furnished it. People came from miles 
around to the meeting house to hear of the 
Master and honor him.  
For a while the Master’s work flourished,  
but one day a change occurred. A servant  
who was talented in mending shoes decided  
his task was not important enough. 
“I want to do something important,” he  
complained, “like singing or speaking the  
Master’s words in the meeting house.  
Mending shoes is for nobodies.” 
“But mending shoes is important,” another 
servant said. “Wouldn’t it be harder to do the 
Master’s work in bare feet?” 
“That’s not my problem,” the disgruntled 
worker replied. “I want a more important place. 
Those singers and speakers we’ve got now 
aren’t so important anyway.” 
The servant whose talent was mending shoes 
promptly stopped exercising his talent.  
Before long the other servants’ shoes began  
to leak, and they became discontented, too. 
“I’m tired of working with wet feet,” said one. 
“Let’s hire a shoemaker.” 
“I want a more important job, too,” chimed in 
another. “Placing long-distance calls to the 
Master isn’t very exciting.” 
“Yeah,” agreed still another. “I’m tired of  

inviting strangers into my home. Let someone 
else do it.” 
Soon the length and breadth of the Master’s 
property was in an uproar. Some servants  
refused to exercise their talents, while others 
demanded a more exalted place. Some accused 
others of laziness or being puffed up or  
requiring too much work. Still others said that 
certain talents should not be exercised, that  
perhaps the Master had not meant to give them 
at all. When the Master’s business had finally 
ground to a halt, the servant who had the talent 
of organization called an emergency gathering 
in the meeting house. 
“All right,” he cried over the noise. “The  
Master’s plan for us to carry out his work  
according to the talents he gave us is obvious-
ly not going to work. Therefore, we will make 
the following changes. 
“One: The speakers of the Master’s words will 
also visit the sick, teach outsiders about the 
Master, sing, talk to strangers, and perform  
organizational duties. But their most important 
task will be to try to convince the rest of us to 
work, too.”  
“Two: Should a servant decide to work, his  
job will be determined by what he feels like 
doing and how convincing the speaker of the 
Master’s words has been. Servants are  
welcome to keep their talents, but need not  
feel obligated to exercise them.” 
The servant whose talent was organization  
left the platform, surrounded by the cheers of 
the congregated servants. The few speakers of 
the Master’s words reluctantly took on their 
new responsibilities, and the rest of the people 
went home. 
The new plan was immensely popular, but  
before long the trees in the orchard stopped 
bearing quite so much fruit. Weeds grew 
around the meeting house, and attendance at 
the meetings dwindled. Fewer strangers heard 
about the Master and his goodness, and the 
servants began to get used to walking around  
in leaky shoes. 
There were some servants who faithfully  
continued at their tasks, often having to  
pretend they possessed others’ talents.  



 

 

Many, however, having time on their hands, 
put their talents to other uses. 
Instead of welcoming strangers into their 
homes, they gave elaborate parties for their 
friends. Instead of visiting the sick, they went 
on vacations to faraway places. Rather than 
singing about the Master, they collected  
recordings of others who did it for them. 
The servant whose talent was organization 
kept right on exercising his talent, making 
lists of potential workers for the speakers of 
the Master’s words to cajole. But the weeds 
grew longer, and the orchards harvest grew 
smaller each year. 
By the time the Master returned from his  
journey, only a few servants were still at their 
posts. The speakers of the Master’s words 
were exhausted from overwork, and the  
harvest filled only half as many bushel  
baskets as before. 
“What happened?” the Master cried to the  
assembled servants, a mixture of anger and 
sadness in his voice. “What happened to the 
talents I entrusted to you?” 
“We – we buried them,” came the reply. 
You should have seen the Master’s face. 
 

(From the book, JOAN ‘N’THE WHALE by 
John Duckworth, © 1987 by John Duckworth. 
Published by the Fleming H. Revell Company, 
Old Tappan, NJ 07675) 
 

You may want to ask GOD in your prayer 
time to reveal to you how to be a living stone 
in the temple that GOD is building right here 
at First UMC Hondo. I recommend that you 
break open your Bible and study Ephesians 2, 
and Matthew 25:14-30. 
 

In CHRIST’s Unfailing Love 

Pastor J. Paul <>< 

Our New Online Giving Page  
is Here! 

Hello FUMC Hondo is pleased to  
announce our new and improved  
online giving page!  
Vanco, our eGiving provider, has  
updated their online giving platform  
to make it easier than ever to make  
one-time gifts or set up recurring  
donations to our church.  
 

The new page is live on our site now. 
Nothing about our online giving has 
changed except the look of the page. 
You can adjust existing donations,  
set up new gifts and update personal  
information from the new Vanco Online.  
 

 How Do You Sign Up with  
          Vanco Online? 
 

It’s easy! If you’re a new giver to  
FUMC Hondo, visit our website at  
“https:www.fumchondo.com/” 
to create a Vanco Online account.  
From there, you can read more about 
our mission and give to our ministries.  
 

If you already have a Vanco account, 
you can log in using the same user 
name and password as before. To do 
this, visit our online giving page at 
“https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YS75/
home” and click the “Log In” button at 
the top right of your screen. From there 
you can update scheduled donations or 
set up new recurring gifts by clicking 
“Profile” and then “View Scheduled  
Donations.”  
 

We are thrilled about our online giving 
page’s new look.  
Please stop by the church office 
or call us if you have questions  
or need assistance.  
 

 Tricia Boll, Lay-Leader  

Special Announcement  
We are looking for people willing  
to help with Children’s Church.  

Please contact Liz Steward or the office.  
They will need to get approved through  

Safe Gathering.  



 

 

UMW News 
UMW will meet at  
the Fellowship Hall  
 on September 1 at  

  9:30  a.m.   
   Joan Lindeman will 

present the program,  
“World Thank Offering:   
The Give and Take of  
Gratitude.”   
Remember to bring your  
collection jars, boxes, or  
other containers of coins  
or currency for the annual 
World Thank Offering.  
(Actually, you can convert 
your coins to currency or 
check so Betty can process 
our donation efficiently!)  
Jean Callaway will bring  
the 5-minute response.  
See you soon!  
 

FOOD DRIVE September 5! 
Our next Food Drive is on 
Communion Sunday,  
September 5.   
Our August Food Drive 
brought in 208.2 pounds 
which was an increase  
over the July 4 donation!   
We have another holiday 
coming in September.  
However, providing food  
for the hungry does not  
take a holiday.   
Please know that the  
Food Pantry is deeply  
appreciative of your giving 
and your generosity.   
Thank you to everyone for 
opening your hearts to this 
ministry.   
If will not attend Sunday 
worship or you will be out of 
town for Labor Day, you can 

bring your food items to the 
Church office during the 
week (Aug. 30-Sept. 2,  
Monday-Thursday,  
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.).   
 

Food Pantry wrote: 
Dear First United Methodist 

Thank you for your  
continued and generous  
donation to the Medina 
County Food Pantry. 

Your donations enable us  
to provide food to many 

families in our community. 
Thank you again 

The MCFP Board of Directors 
& Volunteers  

Scholarship Recipient 
Thank you  

Dalton Clarke wrote: 
Thank you so much for  

selecting me as one of the 
recipients of the First United 

Methodist Church Hondo 
Scholarship.  

I am truly so honored to 
have been selected and  

I cannot thank you enough. 
I am so thankful, that I  
received a scholarship  

from my extended  
family through the church 
and it will be a huge help  
in allowing me to achieve 

my dreams.  
This scholarship will not go 
to waste and someday I’ll 
use what I’ve learned to 
give back. Thanks again  

Dalton Clarke  

Memorials 
The following memorials  

have been received 
 

In Memory of: 
 

Mary Zdeb 
by 

Tom & Jackie Stoner 
Billy & Cheryl Stroud 
Tad & Bette Wooten 

Glenn & JoLynn Bragg 
Jim & Sandy Callis 

Bill & Helen Halliburton 
 

Rosa Martinez 
by 

Thelma Lehmberg 
Tom & Jackie Stoner 
Billy & Cheryl Stroud 

Jim & Sandy Callis 
Ruth Blanton 

Bob Peden 
Florine Carman 

Thomas & Lee Taylor  
Bill & Helen Halliburton 

 

Faye Wiemers 
by 

Bill & Helen Halliburton 

Bluebonnet  School Supplies 
Thank you so much for all 

the donation for the  
Bluebonnet Children’s  

Advocacy Center. 
Pastor J. Paul was able to 

deliver a nice load of  
supplies to them. 



 

 

Card Again News 
The Card Again rack  

in the Fellowship Hall 
has been freshly  
stocked with  

birthday, get well, and  
sympathy cards.  

Cards are only 50 cents. 
Check it out!  

Our Budget for 2021  
is $319,838. 

We have received  
General Fund Pledges for 

$134,820.  
from 28 family units 

Our Prayer Concerns 

  Tony Aedo 

Mary Alice Barrow 
Rachel Cain 

Richard Chaffin  
Kenneth Clary 
Robert Clopton 
Richard Crosby 
Hilo DelBosque 
Barbara Fisher 

Jeff Friesenhahn 
Olin Gilliam 

Ralph Gilliam 
Angie Hawley 

David McGehee 
Reid Merchant 
Meghan Moss 
Melissa Murry 
Helen Nagy 

Jennifer Parsons  
La Porte 

Dana Pitman 
Roy Rivera 

Shelia Rothe 
Shaylene Voigt 

Will Watson 
Haley Young 

 

Family and friends of  
Gina Butler 

Debra Williamson 
Damon Woods  

 

Nursing Home: 
Joe Kailipaka 

Jody Lutz 
Sarah Moss 

 

Our Troops: 
Erik Arias 

William E. Bryant 
Logan Dean 

Bryan Franklin 
Joe Frank Garcia, III 
Benjamin Highsmith 

Kevin Rothe 

Worship Assistants 

 

Liturgists  
Sept.   5 -  Brenda Vavricek 
Sept. 12 -  Ruth Blanton 
Sept. 19 -  Elder Family 
Sept. 26 -  JoLynn Bragg 
 

Finance Counters   

Sept.   5 -  Tad Wooten 
Sept. 12 -   
Sept. 19 -   
Sept. 26 -   
 

Trustee Counters  
Sept.   5 -  Chad Elder 
Sept. 12 -  Jim Callis 
Sept. 19 -   
Sept. 26 -  L. Hackebeil 
 

Children’s Church 
Sept.   5 -  Marcy Rothe 
Sept. 12 -  Cora Rothe 
Sept. 19 -  Marcy Rothe  
Sept. 26 -  Liz Steward 

Worship Attendance  

Aug.   1 -   67 
Aug.   8 - 104 
Aug. 15 -   77 
Aug. 22 -  63 

Aug. 29 -  

Financial Report 
July 2021 

 

General Fund:   $ 48,141.90 
Income:               $ 24,317.99 
Expense:           - $ 21,549.17 
Transfers:         - $    - 400.00 
Balance:              $ 50,510.72 
 

Building Fund:  $ 62,670.33 
Income/Trans.: $   + 400.00 
Interest:              $            5.34 
Balance:              $ 63,075.67 
 

Memorial:           $ 24,280.06 
Interest                $            0.41 
Balance:              $ 24,280.47 
 

Altar Fund:         $   7,121.98 
Interest:              $            0.60 
Balance:              $   7,122.58 
 

Scholarship:    $   33,864.22  
Interest:            $           14.38 
Balance:            $   33,878.60 



 

 

Wesley Nurse Corner  
  Dear Hondo Congregation  
  and Community Members; 
 

The Wesley Nurse partners  
with The Texas Diaper Bank and My 
Healthy Child education classes to aid 
moms that are struggling to provide  
diapers. We thought it would be a great 
outreach to make up care packages for 
the moms & children. If you would like  
to donate children’s books and wipes to 
this program, please drop off items with 
Marion or me in the office.  
 

Grief Share Support Group will be starting 
on September 6

th
 in the choir room for a 

13 week program. Space is limited, so 
please call the WN if interested.   
 

God is good… 
Mikey is recovering well from his hip  
surgery. Thank you everyone for the  
added prayers. His “HOLY SNEAKER” 
peeps are amazing.  
I have been working with AACOG on  
programs that I can add to the Holy 
Sneaker group. We will start back on 11/1. 
 

I would like to send out a heartfelt thank 
you to all who support me. Continued  
support of the Wesley Nurse program  
has allowed the program to assist those  
in need, increase our community’s  
educational opportunities and provide  
various medical assistance. If you feel led 
to support this program there is a Wesley 
Nurse Fund established for donations.  
 

If you would like to see a program,  
information, or event that you feel would 
benefit you or the community please  
contact me. You don’t have to be a    
member in the Healthcare Ministry Team 
to partner with me in service to those in 
need in our community. Membership in 
this committee is appreciated but not  
necessary for a one-time project or event.  
God Bless, 

Barbara Brennan-West RN -  
Hondo FUMC, Wesley Nurse 
Telehealth &Visit by Appointment  
Hours: M-F 8am – 5pm    1-830-584-1760 
 
 
 

  Lay Leader Tricia Boll  
 

 The Chapel Sunday school class 
 invites you to join us as we study  
 Scripture.  Specifically, we have  
 begun studying the sermon Scripture  
 passage that Pastor J. Paul is going to  
 preach on in our worship service each  
 Sunday.  
 We take the three-dimensional approach  
 to Bible study.   
 Dimension one is reading the passage  
 to learn what is Bible is saying:  the who,  
 what, when, where, and why of the  
 passage.  
 Dimension two involves determining  
 what the Bible means, going beyond  
 data-gathering in our search for  
 understanding.  We seek to learn the  
 original meanings of some of the words  
 in and the original background of the  
 passage.   
 We try to learn why the passage was  
 written, the relationships between the  
 persons mentioned, and the geographical  
 and cultural factors that affect the  
 meaning of the passage.  
 Dimension three focuses on interpreting  
 the Scripture and applying it to life  
 situations.   
 In Sunday school, we might be lucky to  
 get through the first two dimensions, but  
 we know the pastor will cover dimension  
 three in his sermon.   
 Please join us as life is breathed into the  
 Bible passages.  We have learned that  
 the Bible is as relevant today as it was  
 2000 years ago. 
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September 
2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

9:30 AM  
UMW 

2 
9:00AM  
    Back Pack 

3 4 

5   Food Drive  
  8:30 AM Fellowship  
  9:00 AM Adult  
         Sunday School 
10:00 AM Worship 
       with Communion 
Children’s Church 

6 7 
 
 
 
6:00pm  
Scout Troop 
370 meeting 

8 
 
    
 

6:00 PM Choir 

9 
9:00AM  
    Back Pack 

10 
 

11 
Swtxkoinonia 
Emmaus Com. 
Big Event  
Hondo City Park 
11am-1pm  
Bring a covered 
dish or side  

12 

  8:30 AM Fellowship  
  9:00 AM Adult  
         Sunday School 
10:00 AM Worship 
Children’s Church 

13 
 
 
 
6:00PM Finance  
Com. Meeting FH 

14 15 
 
 
 

6:00 PM Choir 

16 
9:00AM  
    Back Pack 

17 18 

19 

  8:30 AM Fellowship  
  9:00 AM Adult  
         Sunday School 
10:00 AM Worship 
Children’s Church 

20 
 
 
 
Newsletter  
Deadline 

21 22 
 
 
 

6:00 PM Choir 

23 
9:00AM  
    Back Pack 

24 25 

26 

  8:30 AM Fellowship  
  9:00 AM Adult  
         Sunday School 
10:00 AM Worship 
Children’s Church 

27 
Newsletter   
Prep & Mail 
6:00PM Admin.C 
     Santuary in  
     preparation of  
     Charge Conf. 

28 
 

 

29 
 
 
 

6:00 PM Choir 

30 
9:00AM  
    Back Pack 

  



 

 

First United Methodist Church 
“Serving Him by serving others.” 

(830) 584-0300   

fumchondo@gmail.com 

The Newsletter can be seen  
in full COLOR online at  
www.fumchondo.com. 

Do all the good you can, 

by all the means you can, 

in all the ways you can,  

in all the places you can, 

at all the times you can, 

to all the people you can, 

as long as ever you can.    

            John Wesley 

Methodist Websites: 
First United Methodist Hondo 
http://www.fumchondo.com/ 

Hill Country District UMC  
http://hcdumc.org/ 

Rio Texas Conference  
http://riotexas.org/ 

United Methodist Church  
http://www.umc.org/ 

 Holy Sneakers 
Exercise will take  

a break until Nov. 1, 
due to Mike’s  

surgery and recovery 

San Antonio Food Bank  
 Next San Antonio Food 
Bank Distribution will be  
 Sept. 14, 2021, at 10 AM  

 at the Fairground.  
Volunteers start at 7:30AM 
Clients must pre-register  

by calling the SAFB at   
210-431-8326.    

We are in need of  2-4 people willing  
to be trained on our Sound and Video equipment. 
Please notify the church office, if you are willing to 
take on this important tool for successful Ministry. 

“But now, as God’s  
loving servants,  

you live in  
joyous freedom  

from the  
power of sin.  
So consider  
the benefits  

you now enjoy - 
you are brought 

deeper into  
the experience of  
true holiness that 

ends with  
eternal life!” 

Romans 6:22 TPT  

http://www.fumchondo.com
http://hcdumc.org/
http://riotexas.org/
http://www.umc.org/

