The Pastor’s Pondering
October,
2021
Volume 50
Issue 10
First United Methodist Church
“Serving Him by serving others.”
1006 16th Street
Hondo, Texas 78861
(830) 584.0300
www.fumchondo.com
fumchondo@gmail.com

Office Hours...
Monday - Thursday
8:30 am - 4:00 pm

Church Staff...
Pastor
Rev. J. Paul Bruhn
pastorbruhn@live.com
Choir Director
Leon Steward
Accompanist
Victoria Reed

Office Manager
Marion Bruhn
fumchondo@gmail.com
Custodians,
Ramon Martinez
Angelica Martinez
Jessica Gomez
Nursery Attendant,
Laurie Schuh

Cluster
Charge Conference
October 3, 2021
At 3 PM in the
Sanctuary

Rev. J. Paul Bruhn

“This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel,
says to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem
to Babylon: “Build houses and settle down; plant
gardens and eat what they produce. Marry and
have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your
daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and
daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease. Also,
seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried
you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers,
you too will prosper.”
(Jeremiah 29:4-7, NIV
Living in a new world — that’s easier said than done. Looking
at the last twelve months we have continued to adapt and overcome. Snowmagaddon, hail storm, and the ever changing covid
landscape have brought to us challenges and opportunities we
could have never dreamed about.
By the grace of GOD we have a new Wesley Nurse, Barbara
Brennan West. She has become a great servant to the needs of
our community. Among other things she helped us supporting
State Senator Roland Gutierrez in February when diapers and
formula were given to families in need. Shortly afterwards we
we’re able to work closely with the Medina County Health Unit
and provide a safe environment for their covid-shot clinics
serving the population of our county beginning with the age-wise
more advanced folk. Beside two Wesley Nurses and a fair share
of volunteers I want to point out the great work the students and
staff of Friends Academy did by providing chairs for the waiting
participants and helping with the clean-up afterwards.
Following the hail storm that decimated dwellings mostly in
D’Hanis we were able to help some folk weatherizing their
partially destroyed homes. UMCOR sent some early response
teams and we are currently working on getting a Medina County
Disaster Recovery Team off the ground to help with necessary
ongoing repairs for the lower income community homes.
In late summer we were approached with the opportunity to
provide space for an open AA meeting, a service that is very
much needed in our area. Thursday nights are now an
opportunity for those who choose to attend this weekly gettogether.
Our UMW started to work more closely with the Blue Bonnet
Child Advocacy Services that minister to the foster children in our
county. Among other things we had a school supplies and backpack drive to provide for the children and youth we combined
their backpacks with those of our young ones and had a special
blessing as part of one of our worship services.
Worship is still going strong “Hybrid-Style”. That is a fancy
word for letting everybody know that they can worship in person,
on Facebook Live, and on AM1460 KCWM. Since their trans-

mitter was severely damaged in the hail storm
they are currently broadcasting on the worldwide
web. We know that we have regular worshippers
in Virginia, Germany, and - due to some covid
complications - even Rome, Italy. Talk about
taking the good news of Jesus Christ to the ends
of the world.
We celebrated back-to-school with a picnic
style luncheon with BBQ and all the trimmings.
The tables were wonderfully decorated and the
miniature school busses were a hit with many of
the children. And the outreach continued. Our
Evangelism Committee spearheaded also a sack
lunch event for the first responders in our
community. We provided sandwiches, chips, fruit,
drink, and homemade cookies, to law enforcement, EMS, and firefighters in our community.
It was a joy to see so many folk working hand in
hand - and I heard from reliable sources that
brownies are the most direct way to a police
officer’s heart.
Providing training for the security of our
community has led us to host a two day class on
verbal de-escalation and compliance, helpingushers, greeters, front desk personnel, and
anyone interested in how to “deal with difficult
customers”. The event is scheduled for October
15 and 16 and - to my knowledge - there are still
a small number of seats available.
We will be taking part in Christmas in GOD’s
Country and are planning on having an invitation
booth with bread, water, and some photo
opportunities making people aware of the
services our Wesley Nurse Barbara is providing
as well as showing people where they can join
for holiday services.
Last but not least a great thank you goes to our
Board of Trustees. Under the leadership of Chad
Elder they have tirelessly worked on updating our
church plant. A major Trustee work day cleaned
up the grounds. We re-stained the crosses on the
west side of the sanctuary and installed a new
marquee. No worries, the First United Methodist
Church sign is already powder-coated and will be
installed shortly.
Marion and I are blessed having the privilege to

be part of this church family and to be
witnesses on how your thoughtfulness and
charity are introducing more and more people
to the love of CHRIST.
Pastor J. Paul Bruhn

Evangelism Committee Report
Charge Conference October 3
The Evangelism Committee hosted a
"Back to School and Church" picnic
lunch in the Fellowship Hall to kick
off the new school year as well as our
first time in a long while to gather in
fellowship as a congregation. In conjunction with the back to school
activities we helped gather backpacks
filled with school supplies for the
children at the Bluebonnet Children's
Advocacy Center.
To honor the 20th anniversary of 9/11,
we prepared 165 sack lunches with a
sub sandwich, chips, apple, cookies
and water for the First Responders in
the Hondo community. We delivered
the lunches on September 10 to the
Medina County Sheriff's department,
Hondo Police Station, Community
EMS staff, and the Hondo Volunteer
Department.
We are planning to participate in the
Christmas in God's Country annual
celebration November 20 with a
booth representing First United
Methodist Church - Hondo. We plan
to ask members to provide mini
loaves of bread to give to visitors as a
gift. Bottles of water as well as
FUMC information brochures, etc.
will also be available to visitors that
stop by our booth.
Cora Rothe Evangelism Com. Chair

Lay Leader Tricia Boll

Lay leader Report for Administrative Council
on 9/27/2021
Lay servants are required to complete
various training courses and I was able to complete
THE BASIC COURSE in January, 2021.
The Basic Course is supposed to be the first class
completed, however the timing never worked out.
I have taken multiple other classes since becoming
lay leader. Since 2018, I’ve completed CREATING A
DIGITAL MINISTRY, HOW TO PROVIDE YOUR
WORKSHOP ONLINE, AND FROM YOUR HEART
TO THEIRS.
Lay servants are required to submit an annual report
to the Conference, and I will summarize here the
questions and answers included in that report.
The Caring activities I have been involved in this year:
I’m a CASA volunteer for Tri-County CASA; I am the
Secretary for the Trustees; I recently started working
in the sound booth during the worship services.
The Leading activities I’ve been involved in this year
are: I lead an adult Sunday school class; I lead Zoom
Bible discussion classes periodically (January to
June, 2021, and to resume in October 2021); I take
every opportunity to be bossy when needed in church
activities.
The Communicating activities I’ve been involved in
this year: I gave the sermon in March; I am to give
the sermon on 10-10; Leading Bible studies requires
communicating.
The Conference asks if I have any recommendations
to improve the Lay Servant Ministries, and my
response is to continue to expand the courses
available on-line.
Respectfully submitted
Tricia Boll

Announcing:

Text to give is now available!
Text the amount you want to give to 844-419-1144.
Then the system will guide you through making
a General Contribution.
If you want to designate giving for as a Memorial,
or the Building Fund the regular Online giving
“https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YS75/home”
gives you many options how to support
FUMC Hondo and its ministries.

Special Announcement

We are looking for people
willing to help with
Children’s Church.
Please contact Liz Steward
or the office.
They will need to get approved
through Safe Gathering.

Financial Report
August 2021
General Fund: $ 50,510.72
Income:
$ 29,193.68
Expense:
- $ 30,919.17
Transfers:
- $ - 2,040.00
Balance:
$ 46,745.23
Building Fund:
Transfer:
Interest:
Balance:

$ 63,075.67
$ + 1,340.00
$
5.41
$ 64,421.08

Memorial:
Transfer:
Interest
Balance:

$ 24,280.47
$ - 300.00
$
0.41
$ 23,980.88

Altar Fund:
Transfer:
Interest:
Balance:

$ 7,122.58
$ 1,000.00
$
0.62
$ 8.123.20

Scholarship: $ 33,878.60
Interest:
$
14.39
Balance:
$ 33,892.99

Our Budget for 2021
is $319,838.
We have received
General Fund Pledges for
$134,820.
from 28 family units

UMW News

Hondo UMW next
monthly meeting
will be held in the
Fellowship Hall
on October 6 at
9:30 a.m. Ethel Martin
will present the program,
“Caring for Each Other in
Community.”
Chris Kailipaka will share
the 5-minute response.
UMW continues to stay
active serving the Hondo
community. Women are
invited to visit the meetings
for fellowship and friendship. See you in October!

FOOD DRIVE
October 3!

Our next Food Drive is on
Communion Sunday,
October 3. Our September
Food Drive brought in 229
pounds which was an
increase over the August
donation! Way to go
Church! You are all doing
good work!
Please know that Medina
Food Pantry is deeply
appreciative of your giving
and your generosity.
Thank you to everyone for
opening your hearts to this
ministry.
If will not be able to attend
Sunday worship or you will
be out of town, you can
bring your food items to the
Church office during the
week (September 27September 30, MondayThursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.).

Worship Assistants
Liturgists
Oct. 3 - Jan Weems
Oct. 10 - Betty Gilliam
Oct. 17 - Busse Family
Oct. 24 - Brenda Prestage
Oct. 31 - Jean Callaway
Finance Counters
Oct. 3 - Burt Herrmann
Oct. 10 - Alan Bohlen
Oct. 17 Oct. 24 - Tricia Boll
Oct. 31 Trustee Counters
Oct. 3 - Chad Elder
Oct. 10 Oct. 17 Oct. 24 Oct. 31 Children’s Church
Oct. 3 - Sandy Callis
Oct. 10 - Cora Rothe
Oct. 17 - Marcy Rothe
Oct. 24 - Marcy Rothe
Oct. 31 - Liz Steward

Worship Attendance
Aug. 29 - 61
Sept. 5 - 65
Sept. 12 - 97
Sept. 19 - 61
Sept. 26 - 57

Kristi Frosch
is preparing for
Samaritan’s Purse
Shoeboxes
this year.

Memorials
The following memorials
have been received

In Memory of:

Mary Zdeb
by

Ed & Margie Strickler
Rosa Martinez
by

Craig & Pat Ditsch
Bob & Jeannie Hart
Glenn & Jo Lynn Bragg
Ed & Margie Strickler
Susan Payne
by

Billy & Cheryl Stroud

Shirley Braden
by

Ted & Joan Lindeman
Jim & Janice Highsmith
Greg & Cora Rothe
Clifford & Kimberly
Reed
Nola wrote:

Thank you for your
prayers, cards, texts
and calls.
You each hold a special
place in our hearts.
You really did
brighten our day.
May God bless each of
you for your generosity.
Also, thank you for all
the offers to pick up
food for us or
prepare food for us.
Thank you,
Ken & Nola Hanson

Our Prayer Concerns
Tony Aedo
Mary Alice Barrow
Rachel Cain
Richard Chaffin
Kenneth Clary
Richard Crosby
Hilo DelBosque
Barbara Fisher
Jeff Friesenhahn
Olin Gilliam
Ralph Gilliam
Angie Hawley
David McGehee
Reid Merchant
Meghan Moss
Melissa Murry
Helen Nagy
Jennifer Parsons
Dana Pitman
Roy Rivera
Shelia Rothe
Shaylene Voigt
Will Watson
Haley Young

Family and friends of
Gina Butler
Shirley Braden
Susan Payne
Debra Williamson
Damon Woods
Nursing Home:
Joe Kailipaka
Jody Lutz
Sarah Moss
Our Troops:
Erik Arias
William E. Bryant
Logan Dean
Bryan Franklin
Joe Frank Garcia, III
Benjamin Highsmith
Kevin Rothe

Announcing Christmas in God’s Country
You can help!

This year, Christmas in God's Country is scheduled for
November 19th and 20th. As in the past, FUMC and our
Wesley Nurse will be manning a booth on Saturday the
20th.
We are looking forward to handing out literature and
loaves of bread such as, Banana Bread, pumpkin bread,
etc. (NO NUTS PLEASE) We are hoping to have at least
250 loaves this year and will be asking for volunteers to
bake for our booth. A sign-up sheet will be available on
Sunday, October 3rd. The size of the loaves should be
the mini loaf size pan 6x3x2.5.
We will also need volunteers for setting up, manning and
taking down the booth. A sign up sheet will also be going
around as well.
You can use your own recipe, a box mix or one of the
recipes below. All breads should be wrapped in foil or
plastic wrap and labeled.
Thank you in advance for your help! Happy Fall!
Here is a sample recipe:
Pumpkin loaves:
2 Cups Unsifted all-purpose flour
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
1/4 teaspoon baking powder
1 teaspoon ground cloves
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon ground nutmeg
2 Cups Regular white Sugar
3/4 Cup butter or margarine, softened
2 eggs
1 can pumpkin (1 lb. can)
Lightly grease 6 pan tins.
Preheat oven to 325 degrees
Sift flour with salt, baking soda, baking powder & spices.
Set aside.
In large bowl, using an electric mixer at medium speed,
beat sugar with butter until blended. Add eggs, one at a
time, beating after each. Continue beating until light and
fluffy. Beat in pumpkin. At low speed, beat in flour mixture
until combined.
Pour into pans. Bake for 1 hour or until a toothpick/knife,
inserted in center, comes out clean. Let cool and remove
from pans.

Wesley Nurse Corner

This time: A list of what
I have done so far
When I was gifted this community,
Methodist Healthcare Ministries said
“This is your community, figure out how
to serve it. Our mission is to “Serve
humanity to honor god”. Since accepting
this position in November, we have had
many crazy things happening in our
community. Continued corvid concern,
snow storms and crazy hail with tornado
like winds. I have still been unable to
fully describe what I do as a Wesley
Nurse, so I tell people I wear many hats.
The Wesley Nurse Program is a faith
based, holistic health and wellness
program committed to serving the least
served through education, health
promotion, and collaboration with
individual and community in achieving
improved wellness through selfempowerment. Some of the things
I have been involved with are:
- Started Exercise classes 2x week at
church
- Diabetic supplies and education for
Community Health screenings
(individual and in group settings)
- Assisted in 12 Civid immunization clinics
with over 3500 shots to Medina County
residents
- Obtained funding from MHM for multiple
families to have financial assistance
post storms though Salvation Army
- Working on multiple grant for continued
support of WN fund
- Will be on Board for Medina County Post
Disaster Recovery Team (MDPDRT)
and Bluebonnet
- Working along side UMCOR for getting
resources for families> Sat down with
96 families in need and went door to
door to 66 of those families that are
uninsured to get funding for home

repairs. ie.. 300 mattresses, Food,
clothing, furniture etc
- I have been on roofs fixing holes,
- u-tube has been helpful for fixing pipes
- SA Food Drives, Medina County Food
Pantry, Manna Pantry
Just finished a certification through
AACOG to teach a Matter of Balance
class at our Church
Partner with Texas Diaper Bank to
distribute diapers and teach a My
Health Child class to moms in our
community
- Serve on the Health and wellness team
at FUMC Hondo
- Facilitate a grief share support group at
our church
- Referrals to and from the doctors in our
community for resources and
assistance.
- Partner with South Texas Rural Health
Clinic to manage the specialty referral
program for community members that
need to go into SA for medical care
that can not be provided at Medina
Regional Hospital.
Among other things that come up on a
day to day basis.
God Bless,
Barbara Brennan-West RN Hondo FUMC, Wesley Nurse
Telehealth &Visit by Appointment
Hours: M-F 8am – 5pm
1-830-584-1760

Do you know
what month it is?
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October 2021
Sun

3

Food Drive

Mon

4

Tue

5

8:30 AM Fellowship
9:00 AM Adult Sun.-S
5-7PM
10:00 AM Worship
with Communion Grief Share
Children’s Church
6:00 PM
3:00PM Charge
Trustees
Conference
10

8:30 AM Fellowship
9:00 AM Adult
Sunday School
10:00 AM Worship
Children’s Church

11

5-7PM
Grief Share

17

18

24

8:30 AM Fellowship
9:00 AM Adult
Sunday School
10:00 AM Worship
Children’s Church
31

8:30 AM Fellowship
9:00 AM Adult
Sunday School
10:00 AM Worship
Children’s Church

5-7PM
Grief Share

Fri

Sat
2

7
8
9:00AM
9:30 AM UMW
Back Pack

9

6

6:00 PM Choir
12

13

14
15
9:00AM
Back Pack

16

21
22
9:00AM
Back Pack

23

De-Escalation
& Compliance
Conference

6:00 PM Choir
19

20

5:30 PM
Finance

5-7PM
Grief Share
25

Thu
1

Office closed

4:30 - 6 PM Emmaus
at Lytle UMC

8:30 AM Fellowship
9:00 AM Adult
Sunday School
10:00 AM Worship
Children’s Church

Wed

26

27

Newsletter
Prep & Mail

6:00 PM Choir

Newsletter
Deadline
28
29
9:00AM
Back Pack

30
Fellowship
Hall
reserved

First United Methodist Church
“Serving Him by serving others.”

(830) 584-0300

fumchondo@gmail.com
www.fumchondo.com

Holy Sneakers

Exercise on
Mondays and
Wednesdays
at 1 PM

We are in need of 2-4 people willing
to be trained on our Sound and Video equipment.
Please notify the church office, if you are willing to
take on this important tool for successful Ministry.

Do all the good you can,
by all the means you can,

San Antonio Food Bank

Next San Antonio Food
Bank Distribution will be
Oct. 12, 2021, at 10 AM
at the Fairground.
Volunteers start at 7:30AM
Clients must pre-register
by calling the SAFB at
210-431-8326.

in all the ways you can,

The Newsletter can be seen
in full COLOR online at
www.fumchondo.com.

Methodist Websites:

First United Methodist Hondo
http://www.fumchondo.com/
Hill Country District UMC
at all the times you can,
http://hcdumc.org/
to all the people you can,
Rio Texas Conference
http://riotexas.org/
as long as ever you can.
United Methodist Church
John Wesley
http://www.umc.org/

in all the places you can,

