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Rev. J. Paul Bruhn

I know this is a strange greeting and the perfect
mix of Hebrew and Southern charm. SHALOM is
the Hebrew word for peace, but it encompasses so
much more than the absence of violence. SHALOM describes
harmony and fullness of life in our relationship with GOD and
with creation. “SHALOM” is the greeting you hear when you
meet someone in Israel and it is often the wish for you as you
continue the journey. I came to think of SHALOM as the
bookends for any encounter and relationship. The peace of
GOD at the beginning and at the end. That wish is universal –
that’s where the “y’all” comes in. It includes everybody and not
just the ones that we like or feel worthy of GOD’s peace.
For ourselves, I am convinced, that we cannot have peace
with our neighbor unless we also have peace – SHALOM – with
GOD. Which raises the question, how to get there from here?
Let me introduce to you four Scripture passages and encourage you to put them into practice. All of us are at different
stages in our walk with CHRIST, yet all of us can improve,
some by the mile and others by the inch.
Romans 12:1–2 (MEV)
I urge you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, that you
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy, and acceptable
to God, which is your reasonable service of worship.
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is the good
and acceptable and perfect will of God.
2 Corinthians 10:3–5 (MEV)
For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to
the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but
mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds,
casting down imaginations and every high thing that exalts
itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought
into captivity to the obedience of Christ,
Proverbs 4:20–23 (MEV)
My son, attend to my words; incline your ear to my sayings.
Do not let them depart from your eyes; keep them in the midst
of your heart; for they are life to those who find them, and
health to all their body. Keep your heart with all diligence, for
out of it are the issues of life.
Proverbs 18:20–21 (MEV)
A man’s stomach will be satisfied with the fruit of his mouth;
and with the increase of his lips will he be filled. Death and life
are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat
its fruit.
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We are called to be different, set apart from the ways of
the world. And GOD has given us the authority to decide
which thoughts and words we allow into our life. We are
called to take authority over every thought that comes into
our mind and use the standard of Christ to determine if
that thought is godly or ungodly. A pastor friend of mine
put it this way. You may not be able to control if a bird flies
over your head, but you do not have to allow it to build a
nest in your hair. What thoughts and ideas have nested
themselves into your mind and are they truly pleasing to
GOD?
Take authority over your thought life and then speak
the words of GOD that bring life, uplift the spirit and encourage you and others to walk closely with GOD. If you
would like some detailed instructions on how to accomplish this task I recommend that you turn to Ephesians
4:29 to Ephesians 5:21 – and yes, you will need to break
out your own Bible for that passage.
Have a great fall and speak blessings to all, y’all!
Pastor J. Paul <><

Lay Leader Tricia Boll

Our church will celebrate Thanksgiving on
Sunday, Nov. 21st with a lunch right after the
worship service.
We will celebrate the culmination of our Stewardship
Campaign 2021 with a traditional Thanksgiving meal
organized by the Finance Committee.
The church will purchase the turkeys and there will be
a sign-up sheet for volunteers to cook the turkeys and
prepare turkey gravy. Other items that will be on the
sign-up sheet are: stuffing, mashed potatoes, sweet
potatoes, vegetable side-dishes, fruit and vegetable
salads, rolls, and desserts.
For those who don’t cook, the sign-up sheet also has
slots for decorating the Fellowship Hall (Saturday Nov.
20th), serving the meal, and cleaning up after the meal.
As you can see, it takes the entire congregation to put
this celebratory meal on!
The sign-up sheets will be in the Narthex area beginning
October 31st.
If you won’t be at church but want to volunteer to
prepare an item, call the church or Tricia Boll to place
your food item on the list for you.
Thank you for all making it great feast celebrating
God’s provision.

UMW News

Thank you to
everyone who
bought a
Community
Birthday Calendar.
UMW is now donating
funds to H.A.N.K.,
Bluebonnet Children’s
Center, Medina Senior
Center, Friends Academy,
Providence Place,
Restore Reproductive
Health, Medina County
Food Pantry, and
Morgan’s Wonderland.
A donation will also go
Hurricane Ida flood victims
through UMCOR.
The UMW next monthly
meeting will be held in
the Fellowship Hall on
November 3 at 9:30 a.m.
Betty Gilliam will present
the Pledge to Mission
Service 2022.
Sandy Callis will share
the 5-minute response.
UMW continues to stay
active serving the Hondo
community. Women are
invited to visit the meetings for fellowship and
friendship.
See you on November 3!

FOOD DRIVE Nov.7

Our next Food Drive is on
Communion Sunday,
November 7.
Our October Food Drive
brought in 124 pounds
and the Friends Academy
donated 21 pounds of jars
of peanut butter.
Way to go Church! You are
all doing good work!
We have an opportunity to
donate for Thanksgiving
meals this month. If you
would like to donate for
Thanksgiving boxes, please
bring these suggested
items: turkey, canned corn,
canned green beans, yams,
Stove Top dressing, corn
bread, turkey gravy (bottled
or mix), fruit cocktail,
cranberry sauce, boxed
mashed potatoes, pumpkin
for pies, boxed brownie mix,
boxed cake mix, frosting.
This list is included in the
Sunday bulletins.
You can also use the regular monthly food list if you
prefer.
Please know that the
Medina Food Pantry is
deeply appreciative of your
giving and your generosity.
Thank you to everyone for
opening your hearts to this
ministry.
If you will not be able to
attend Sunday worship or
you will be out of town, you
can bring your food items to
the Church office during the
week (November 1-4,
Monday-Thursday,
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.).

Worship Assistants
Liturgists
Nov. 7 - Miles Hutson
Nov. 14 - Bob Peden
Nov. 21 - Aelvoet Youth
Nov. 28 - Jan Weems
Finance Counters
Nov. 7 - Tricia Boll
Nov. 14 - Virgil Boll
Nov. 21 Nov. 28 Trustee Counters
Nov. 7 - Pat Ditsch
Nov. 14 - Chad Elder
Nov. 21 - Jamie Johnson
Nov. 28 - Pat Ditsch
Children’s Church
Nov. 7 - Liz Steward
Nov. 14 - Sandy Callis
Nov. 21 - Liz Steward
Nov. 28 - Liz Steward

Worship Attendance

Oct. 3 - 71
Oct. 10 - 65
Oct. 17 - 59
Oct. 24 - 69
Oct. 31 -

Wesley Nurse Corner

Memorials

I can’t believe we are entering the holiday
season. Our Health Team is working on our
booth for Christmas in God’s Country on
November 20th. We will be giving out gift bags filled
with goodies. Our team has a goal of 250 loafs of
bread for outreach and to help touch our community.
Thank you for your support. Looking forward to work
side by side with you in our booth.
I partner with the Texas Diaper Bank to bring diapers
to some families in our area. I am taking donations for
wipes to add to the monthly diapers. Please drop off
at the church on Sunday or at the office during the
week. I would love to Adopt these families for the
holidays!! Please call me if interested. This would
include a nice Christmas dinner and some gifts under
the tree for these 7 children (4 families).
As a Faith community nurse my role is to integrate
spiritual care with health care to create a more holistic
healing experience. I am setting goals for next year
and would love to hear your suggestions on how to
serve you the congregation and our community.
God Bless,
Barbara Brennan-West RN Hondo FUMC, Wesley Nurse
Telehealth &Visit by Appointment
Hours: M-F 8am – 5pm
1-830-584-1760

Dramatic Divas
Production
are getting ready
for their next
mystery show.
Audition will be
Tuesday November 2,
at 6:30 PM
in the fellowship hall.
Practice starts in
January 2022

The following memorials
have been received

In Memory of:

Justin Hayes
by

Jim & Janice Highsmith
Tom & Jackie Stoner
Clifford & Kimberly Reed
Tom & Marcy Rothe
Billy & Cheryl Stroud
Robert Schmidt
Tad & Bette Wooten

Financial Report
September 2021
General Fund: $ 45,845.23
Insurance
$168,628.67
Income:
$ 20,190.49
Expense:
- $ 29,984.35
Balance:
$204,680.04
Building Fund: $ 64,421.08
Interest:
$
4.80
Balance:
$ 64,425.88
Memorial:
Interest
Balance:

$ 23,980.88
$
0.39
$ 23,981.27

Altar Fund:
Expense:
Interest:
Balance:

$ 8,123.20
$ 1,000.00
$
0.53
$ 7.123.73

Scholarship: $ 33,892.99
Interest:
$
13.93
Balance:
$ 33,906.92
Our Budget for 2021
is $319,838.
We have received
General Fund Pledges for
$134,820. from 28 family units
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November 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

1
2
1PM Holy Sneaker 6:30PM
3PM HealthCom Dramatic

7

Food Drive

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

6

9:30 AM UMW
1PM Holy Sneaker

5-7PM Grief Share Audition

Divas Prod.

6:15 PM Choir

8

9

10

15

9:00AM
Back Pack

11

Set clocks
back one
hour
12

13

19

20
Christmas
in God’s
Country

26

27

9:00AM
Back Pack
1PM Holy Sneaker

8:30 AM Fellowship
1PM Holy Sneaker
9:00 AM Ad.Sun.-S
10:00 AM Worship
with Communion 5-7PM Grief Share
Children’s Church
14

Wed

6:15 PM Choir
16

8:30 AM Fellowship 1PM Holy Sneaker
9:00 AM Ad. Sun.-S
5-7PM Grief Share
10:00 AM Worship 6PM Admin.
Children’s Church
Council

17
1PM Holy Sneaker

6:15 PM Choir

18

9:00AM
Back Pack
Newsletter
Deadline!

4:30 - 6 PM Emmaus
at New Fountain
21

22

23

8:30 AM Fellowship
9:00 AM Ad. Sun.-S
10:00 AM Worship
Children’s Church
ThanksGivingLunch
28

24

25
Happy
Thanksgiving

Office closed
29 Newsletter

Prep & Mail

8:30 AM Fellowship
9:00 AM Ad. Sun.-S 1PM Holy Sneaker
10:00 AM Worship 5-7PM Grief Share
6PM Trustees
Children’s Church

30
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Remember Daylight Saving time ends, Nov. 7,
Set your clocks back one hour Saturday evening,
rest an additional hour and join us at Church
We are in need of 2-4 people willing
to be trained on our Sound and Video equipment.
Please notify the church office, if you are willing to
take on this important tool for successful Ministry.

Holy Sneakers

Exercise on
Mondays and
Wednesdays
at 1 PM

San Antonio Food Bank

Next San Antonio Food
Bank Distribution will be
Nov. 9, 2021, at 10 AM
at the Fairground.
Volunteers start at 7:30AM
Clients must pre-register
by calling the SAFB at
210-431-8326.

Do all the good you can,
by all the means you can,
in all the ways you can,

The Newsletter can be seen
in full COLOR online at
www.fumchondo.com.

Methodist Websites:

First United Methodist Hondo
http://www.fumchondo.com/
Hill Country District UMC
at all the times you can,
http://hcdumc.org/
to all the people you can,
Rio Texas Conference
http://riotexas.org/
as long as ever you can.
United Methodist Church
John Wesley
http://www.umc.org/

in all the places you can,

