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Rev. J. Paul Bruhn

The picture at the
beginning of this
article is showing
a set of double-six
dominoes.
They are still all there — which
is important, although the
package is torn, scotch-tape
fixed, and even the plastic
inserts have taken damage
over the years. Not much to look at, until you know the story.
The year was 1993. About one year and a half earlier Marion
and I had received our call into ministry — I am convinced
pastoring is a “team sport”, and GOD has given me the perfect
help-mate. We were living in an efficiency apartment on
campus of Southern Methodist University (SMU) that did not
even have half the size of our current living room. It came
furnished with a Murphy bed, a kitchenette area, and our
private bathroom, as well as the stern rule not allowing any
private microwaves, since the electrical grid of Moore Hall
dated back to the 1950’s.
Less than two years earlier we were staying in Uvalde, translating into German “Basic Christianity”, a four months training
in Christianity. We were surrounded by Methodists who had
learned to live agape-love, the unconditional love that comes
from the heart of GOD and enables others to be their best.
Among the friends we made were Winn and Annie-Lee
Dubose, a very active retired rancher couple. They took us
German greenhorns under their wings and taught us many
things from what it means to drive in the car “reverse Texan
style” — women up front and men in the back — to the fact
that one does not put one’s jeans into one’s boots until one
owns twenty or more heads of cattle.
And yes, they did teach us how to play dominoes. Winn was
patient with us as we began to learn the ground rules. It might
only take five minutes to explain the rules at the start, but it will
take a lifetime to master them. The four of us would sit around
their kitchen table and we would play teams, not couples, but
husbands vs. wives.
Over a year later Marion and I were sitting in our apartment in
Dallas, hundreds of miles from our friends in Uvalde, and
thousands of miles from our families in Germany. We were not
poor, yet money was tight. So that very first Christmas in Texas
I went to Walgreens and bought a fifteen inch Christmas tree
replica made from small shiny gift boxes, and I found a set of

Our Prayer Concerns
Rachel Cain
Richard Chaffin
Kenneth Clary
Derek Coyle
Richard Crosby
Hilo DelBosque
Barbara Fisher
Jeff Friesenhahn
Ernest Garcia
Olin Gilliam
Ralph Gilliam
Angie Hawley
Don Herring
Kyle Large
David McGehee
Reid Merchant
Meghan Moss
Melissa Murry
Helen Nagy
Dana Pitman
Roy Rivera
Dennis Schrank
Shaylene Voigt
Will Watson
Haley Young

Family & friends of
Shirley Braden
Justin Hayes
And our Angel Tree
children
>>>>>
Nursing Home:
Joe Kailipaka
Jody Lutz
Sarah Moss
Our Troops:
Erik Arias
William E. Bryant
Logan Dean
Bryan Franklin
Joe Frank Garcia, III
Benjamin Highsmith
Kevin Rothe

dominoes. They could not be more plain, classic color
scheme and no fancy print on the back. We would play
dominoes sitting at our coffee table — the very first piece
of furniture we bought once we moved into Moore Hall
#311.
If somebody asks me how old I am, I jokingly point out
that my first TV was black and white without remote
control, we did not have cell phones and sent telegraphs
if we needed to reach someone fast, there were no stores
open 24 hours, and the internet was some weird idea of
nerds hidden away in their parents garages and basements, leave alone cell phones with global coverage.
Almost three decades have passed. Children were born
and raised, churches served, wireless internet installed,
and cell phone plans updated. And then there is this set of
neither battery powered nor remote-controlled dominoes.
Maybe it’s time for a reset. Instead of bigger, faster,
brighter, let’s go back to the basics. Bring in that old
coffee table from the back porch, brew some hot chocolate and deal the dominoes — I might have to brush up
on those rules first. Make for yourself some room to
breathe, crack open the Bible and read the original story
in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. Allow yourself to fall
in love again with the simple things. While the shelves
might be less full, look for what fills your hearts with love,
extend friendship, and remind each other lovingly that
JESUS is the reason for the season.
In CHRIST’s Unfailing Love
Pastor J. Paul <><

Angel Tree

We are sponsoring 12 children of prison-inmates
through Angel-Tree Ministries.
Kamari, June, Jesseon, Makayla, Drenyla, Andre,
Samarie, Jamier, Audrey, Kendall, Elisha and
Kawanta are their names.
Please pray for them, their caretakers and their
parents, no matter if you contribute money to this
cause or not.
Angel-tags are on the tree in the narthex, take one,
pray for the child, caretaker and parent and note the
child’s name on your $25 donation check made out to
the church.
Deadline is December 12. Thank you for you help.

UMW News

The annual UMW
Christmas
luncheon will be
held in the
Fellowship Hall
on December 1 at 11:00
a.m. The meal will be a
traditional “pot luck” so
bring your favorite dish to
share.
Bring a Christmas tree
ornament to trade during
the ornament exchange.
The “Garment Tree” will be
set up to receive donations
of new underwear and
new socks for the children
and youth of Bluebonnet
Children’s Center of
Hondo.
Join the fun of kicking off
the season with United
Methodist Women!
UMW continues to stay
active serving the Hondo
community.
Women are invited to visit
the meetings for friendship
and fellowship. See you
on December 1 for the
Christmas luncheon!

FOOD DRIVE Dec. 5

Our next Food Drive is on
Communion Sunday,
December 5.
Our November Food Drive
brought in a whopping
417.45 pounds! This
helped fill the food boxes to
provide many Thanksgiving
meals. Way to go Church!
You are all doing good
work!

Please know that the Food
Pantry is deeply appreciative of your giving and your
generosity. Thank you to
everyone for opening your
hearts to this ministry.
If you will not be able to
attend Sunday worship or
you will be out of town, you
can bring your food items to
the Church office during the
week (November 29December 2, MondayThursday, 8:30 a.m.-4
p.m.).

MCFP wrote:

Dear FUMC Hondo.
Thank you for your
continued support of
the MCFP.
Your contributions
provided food for
numerous families
in our community:
7-7-21 125.1# +money
8-6-21 $200
8-3-21 7.9# flour & sugar
9-5-21 $180
9-8-21 229 # +money
9-18-21 $150
10-4-21 124.2#
On behalf of the Medina
County Food Pantry,
thank you for your
generous contribution.
It’s people like you who
make a real difference in
helping those of all ages
in our community who
are hungry.
Thank you again.
With Sincere Gratitude,
the MCFP Board of
Directors & Volunteers

Worship Assistants
Liturgists
Dec. 5 - Busse Family
Dec. 12 - Duron Family
Dec. 19 - Jan Weems
Dec. 24 - 5PM Self Family
7PM Ruth Blanton
Dec. 26 - Marion Bruhn
Finance Counters
Dec. 5 - Tricia Boll
Dec. 12 - Alan Bohlen
Dec. 19 - Burt Herrmann
Dec. 26 Trustee Counters
Dec. 5 - Jim Callis
Dec. 12 - Manual Duron
Dec. 19 - Chad Elder
Dec. 26 - Bryan Klaus
Children’s Church
Dec. 5 - Sandy Callis
Dec. 12 - Nativity Play
Dec. 19 - Marcy Rothe
Dec. 26 - Sandy Callis

Worship Attendance

Oct. 31 - 65
Nov. 7 - 84
Nov. 14 - 78
Nov. 21 - 105
Nov. 28 - 122

Wesley Nurse Corner

Dear Hondo Congregation
and Community Members;
Christmas in God’s Country was a
HUGE success. Thank you all for your
support. As a congregation we touched
more than 350 families. What I loved most was looking
out in front of our booth and watching as people
gathered talking and laughing together. What a
successful outreach this was.
The Wesley Nurse partners with The Texas Diaper
Bank and My Healthy Child education classes to aid
moms that are struggling to provide diapers. We will
be adopting these 4 families for Christmas. This includes gifts for the children and Christmas dinner. We
will have tags with the children’s names and gift ideas
or you can see Barb for food donations.
I will be partnering with our Sister Church New
Fountain Methodist Church and we will be hosting a
Grief Share seminar “Surviving the Holidays”. Please
call 830-426-4219 to register.
I would like to send out a heartfelt thank you to all
who support me. Continued support of the Wesley
Nurse program has allowed the program to assist
those in need, increase our community’s educational
opportunities and provide various medical assistance.
If you feel led to support this program there is a
Wesley Nurse Fund established for donations.
If you would like to see a program, information, or
event that you feel would benefit you or the community
please contact me. You don’t have to be a member in
the Healthcare Ministry Team to partner with me in
service to those in need in our community.
Membership in this committee is appreciated but not
necessary for a one-time project or event.
God Bless,
Barbara Brennan-West RN Hondo FUMC, Wesley Nurse
Telehealth &Visit
by Appointment
Hours: M-F 8am – 5pm
1-830-584-1760

Memorials
The following memorials
have been received

In Memory of:
Justin Hayes
by

Glenn & Jo Lynn Bragg
Brenda Vavricek
Shirley Braden,
Mary Zdeb,
Rosa Martinez
Auldine McAnelly
J. D. Richard
by

Brenda Vavricek

Financial Report
October 2021
General Fund: $204,680.04
Income:
$ 48,990.24
Expense:
- $ 24,846.90
Balance:
$228,823.38
Building Fund: $ 64,425.88
Interest:
$
3.28
Balance:
$ 64,429.16
Memorial:
Interest:
Balance:

$ 23,981.27
$
0.41
$ 23,981.68

Altar Fund:
Interest:
Balance:

$ 7,123.73
$
0.18
$ 7,123.91

Scholarship:
Interest:
Balance:

$ 33,906.92
$
14.40
$ 33,921.32

Our Budget for 2021
is $319,838.
We have received
General Fund Pledges
for $134,820.
from 28 family units
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December
2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

5Food

Drive

6

1PM Holy
Sneaker

8:30 AM Fellowship
9:00 AM Ad. Sun.-S
10:00 AM Worship 3-5 PM
with Communion Grief Share
Children’s Church
12

13

1PM Holy
Sneaker

8:30 AM Fellowship
9:00 AM Ad. Sun.-S
10:00 AM Worship 3-5 PM
Nativity Play
Grief Share
19

20

1PM Holy
Sneaker

8:30 AM Fellowship
9:00 AM Ad. Sun.-S
10:00 AM Worship 3-5 PM
Children’s Church
Grief Share
26

8:30 AM Fellowship
9:00 AM Ad. Sun.-S
10:00 AM Worship
Children’s Church

27

7
4-6 PM
Joined
Grief Share
“Surviving the
Holidays” at
New Fountain

8

14

15

Thu

Fri

2
3
Ring the
9:00AM
Back Pack Bell
9-3 FA
Walmart

9
10
11:00AM UMW 9:00AM
Christmas lunch Back Pack

Sat
4
Fill the
Kettle
9-3 at
Walmart

11

1PM Holy Sneaker

6:15 PM Choir
16

17

18

23

24

25

1PM Holy Sneaker

6:15 PM Choir
21
Newsletter
Deadline!

22

Christmas
Eve
Services
5 & 7PM

1PM Holy Sneaker

6:15 PM Choir
28

29
Newsletter
Prep & Mail

6:15 PM Choir

30

31
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Friends Academy has
delivered 133 shoe boxes
to Operation Christmas
Child.
Thank you for your
generosity.

Holy Sneakers

Exercise at 1 PM
on Mondays
and Wednesdays

We are in need of 2-4 people willing
to be trained on our Sound and Video equipment.
Please notify the church office, if you are willing to
take on this important tool for successful Ministry.

Do all the good you can,

by all the means you can,
in all the ways you can,

San Antonio Food Bank

Next San Antonio Food
Bank Distribution will be
Dec. 14, 2021, at 10 AM
at the Fairground.
Volunteers start at 7:30AM
Clients must pre-register
by calling the SAFB at
210-431-8326.

The Newsletter can be seen
in full COLOR online at
www.fumchondo.com.

Methodist Websites:

First United Methodist Hondo
http://www.fumchondo.com/
Hill Country District UMC
at all the times you can,
http://hcdumc.org/
to all the people you can,
Rio Texas Conference
http://riotexas.org/
as long as ever you can.
United Methodist Church
John Wesley
http://www.umc.org/

in all the places you can,

