
Worship Service 
Second Sunday of Advent 
         Faith 
    December 5, 2021 
 

Welcome  
 

Gathering Music  
 

Lighting of the Second Candle and Reading:  
Reader 1: Advent is a time of faith as we await the celebration of the 
birth of Jesus and the coming of the risen CHRIST. 
Reader 2: Faith is the confidence that the testimony of Scripture is true. 
Reader 1: Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things unseen. 
Reader 2: Faith is giving us the endurance to trust in GOD under adverse 
circumstances. 
Reader 1: Faith is trust against all odds that GOD will come through 
for us. 
Reader 1 + 2: May the candles of hope and faith guide us in our 
search for the living GOD. 
[2 purple Advent Candles are being lit.] 
 

Gathering Words:  
Look to the east. 

Light is dawning this day. 
Look to the west. 

Prepare for the journey ahead. 
Look to the north. 

God is guiding our steps. 
Look to the south. 

God is shining the warmth of love in our lives. 
Look to the heavens. 

Christ is coming soon. 

Prayer Concerns:    
 Rachel Cain, Kenneth Clary, Derek Coyle, Richard Crosby,  
 Hilo DelBosque, Barbara Fisher, Jeff Friesenhahn, Ernest Garcia,  
 Olin Gilliam,  Ralph Gilliam, Angie Hawley, Kathi Mattes Hernandez,  
 Kyle Large, David McGehee, Reid Merchant, Meghan Moss,  
Melissa Murry, Helen Nagy, Dana Pitman, Roy Rivera, Simmons family,  

Dennis Schrank, Shaylene Voigt, Will Watson, Hailey Young.  
Family and friends of  Shirley Braden, Justin Hayes.  
Nursing Home: Joe Kailipaka, Jody Lutz, Sarah Moss. 
Our Troops: Erik Arias, William E. Bryant, Logan Dean, Bryan Franklin, 
    Joe Frank Garcia, III, Benjamin Highsmith, Kevin Rothe  

 

Upcoming Events: 
 

UMW is supporting Bluebonnet Children's Center with a "Garment Tree." 
Underwear and socks for tots to teens are needed by the center. 

The congregation can participate by placing donations under the small tree in 
the south narthex. 

<>< 
We are sponsoring 12 children of prison-inmates through Angel-Tree Ministries.  
Kamari, June, Jesseon, Makayla, Drenyla, Andre, Samarie, Jamier, Audrey, 

Kendall, Elisha and Kawanta are their names.  
Pray for them, their caretaker and parent. 

To sponsor take a tag from the tree at the north narthex, note the child’s name on 
your $25 donation check made out to the church.  

Deadline is December 12. Thank you for you help. 
<>< 

The Wesley Nurse Tree toward the fellowship hall has 18 tags for gifts for the  
9 children enrolled in the My Healthy Child Program with Barbara West.  

(one for toys and one for clothes) 
<>< 

 

Worship Assistants on December 12: Christmas Play 
Liturgist: Duron family     Counters: Alan Bohlen & Manuel DuronJ 

Dee Willman, Technical Support     No Children’s Church (Play) 

We are in need of volunteers for the nursery.  
(They have to get approved or be approved through Safe Gathering.) 

Especially in the Advents-time it is important to offer this service  
to parents and children. There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex. 



*Hymn:  #  220  “Angels from the Realms of Glory”  
 

*Opening Prayer:    
Blessed One, bless us this day with Your compassion and Your love. 
Prepare our hearts to receive Your Word.  
Prepare our lives for the changes You are bringing.  
Shine upon us with the fiery truth of Your Spirit— to purify and refine 
us, and to guide our steps, as we seek to walk Your path of peace. 
This we ask in the Name of our Savior and LORD, Jesus of Nazareth, 
the Christ, Your only begotten Son, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one GOD forever and ever. Amen. 
 

First Scripture Reading:   Malachi 3:1–4 (MEV) 

I will send My messenger, and he will prepare the way before Me.  
And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple,  
even the messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight.  
He is coming, says the Lord of Hosts. 
But who can endure the day of his coming,  
and who can stand when he appears?  
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. 
He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver;  
he will purify the sons of Levi, and refine them like gold and silver,  
and they will present to the Lord offerings in righteousness. 
Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasant to the Lord as in the 
days of old and as in former years. 
 

Hymn:  # 2272  “Holy Ground” 
 

Community Prayer and Pastoral Prayer 
 

Second Reading:   Luke 1:68–80 (MEV) 

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited and redeemed His people,   
and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of His servant David,   
as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets of long ago,  that we should be 
saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us,  to perform the 
mercy promised to our fathers and to remember  
His holy covenant,  the oath which He swore to our father Abraham,  to grant to 
us that we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies, might serve Him  
without fear,  in holiness and righteousness before Him all the days of our lives. 

“And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Highest; for you will go before 
the face of the Lord to prepare His ways,  to give knowledge of salvation to His 
people by the remission of their sins,  through the tender mercy of our God, 
whereby the sunrise from on high has visited us; to give light to those who sit in 
darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he remained in the  
wilderness until the day of his appearance to Israel. 
 

Special Music:   
 

Young Disciples 

 

Message:   “GOD’s odd Man out”  by Pastor J. Paul Bruhn  
 

Holy Communion: Follow the slides 
 

*Hymn:  # 2269  “Come Share the Lord” 
 

Prayer after Receiving:   
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: where there is hatred,  
let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon;  
where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope;  
where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy.  
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled  
as to console, to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love.  
For it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is 
in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 
 

*Closing Hymn:  # 2036  ”Give Thanks” 
 

*Benediction 
 

Postlude 

 
Worship Assistants Today: 
Rev. J. Paul Bruhn           Tricia Boll, Lay Leader 
Leon Steward, Choir Director         Busse Family, Liturgist 
Victoria Reed, Accompanist         Counters: Tricia Boll & Jim Callis 
Dee Willman, Technical Support        Sandy Callis, Children’s Church 
Nursery Mike West & Marion Bruhn 


