
Worship Service 
January 23, 2022 
 
Welcome    
 

Gathering Music  
 

Gathering Words:  
The Spirit is calling. 

We will listen and learn. 
The heavens are shining. 

We will sing and rejoice. 
The Spirit is moving. 

We will live the promises of GOD. 
 

*Hymn:  #  657  ”This Is the Day” 
 

Opening prayer: Surprising, sustaining Giver of Grace,  
You make us part of Your holy body,  
awakening us with glimpses of Your glory.  
You allow us to see shadows of Your astonishing beauty  
in the deep, bright blue of the winter sky.  
Your frosty breath leaves sheets of shimmering ice  
on windshields and doorsteps.  
You make our words write trails of steam in the crisp morning air.  
You invite us into Your very breath — as the Holy Spirit is breathing 
into us the awareness of Your loving presence.  
In our prayers, in our songs, and in our silence, teach us how to be 
Your holy body, to bring good news to this world that yearns for You. 
This we ask in the Name of our Savior and LORD, Jesus of Nazareth, 
the Christ, Your only begotten Son, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one GOD forever and ever.   AMEN. 
 

Prayer Concerns:   All Covid-patients and care-givers,  
 Gunner Brown, Sondra Burris, Rachel Cain, Maryann Chaffin,  
 Kenneth Clary, Derek Coyle, Richard Crosby, Hilo DelBosque,  
 Barbara Fisher, Jeff Friesenhahn, Ernest Garcia, Olin Gilliam,  
 Ralph Gilliam, Bryan Hartnett, Angie Hawley, Linda Hayes,  

Kathi Mattes Hernandez, Meghan Moss, Melissa Murry, Helen Nagy,  
Dana Pitman, Roy Rivera, Dennis Schrank, Shaylene Voigt, Hailey Young.  
Family and friends of Richard Chaffin, Jennifer Parson La Porte and 
Roxanne Williamson. 
Nursing Home: Joe Kailipaka, Jody Lutz, Sarah Moss. 
Our Troops: Erik Arias, Joshua Bruhn, William E. Bryant,  
     Logan Dean, Bryan Franklin, Joe Frank Garcia, III,  
     Benjamin Highsmith, Kevin Rothe  

 
Upcoming Events: 

 

Holy Sneakers exercise Mondays and Wednesdays 1PM  

<>< 

Trustee Meeting January 24 at 6PM conference room 

 
Worship Assistants on January 30: 

Liturgist: Joan Lindeman     Counters: Alan Bohlen & Jim Callis 
Dee Willman, Technical Support     Children’s Church: Sandy Callis 

Nursery helpers needed 

We are in need of volunteers for the nursery.  
(They have to get approved or be approved through Safe Gathering.) 
This is an important service to offer to parents and children.  

There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex. 



First Scripture Reading:   Luke 4:14-21, NASB 
And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit,  
and news about Him spread through all the surrounding district.  
And He began teaching in their synagogues and was praised by all. 
And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up;  
and as was His custom, He entered the synagogue on the Sabbath, and 
stood up to read. And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. 
And He opened the book and found the place where it was written, 
“THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, 
BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR. 
HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, 
AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, 
TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED, 
TO PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE LORD.” 
And He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant and sat down;  
and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him.  
And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your 
hearing.” 
 

*Hymn #  405  “Seek Ye First”  
 

Community Prayer, Pastoral Prayer, and Lord’s Prayer 
 

Second Scripture Reading:   Nehemiah 8:1-12, NASB 
And all the people gathered as one man at the square which was in front of 
the Water Gate, and they asked Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law 
of Moses which the LORD had given to Israel.  
Then Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly of men, women 
and all who could listen with understanding, on the first day of the seventh 
month.  
He read from it before the square which was in front of the Water Gate from 
early morning until midday, in the presence of men and women, those who 
could understand; and all the people were attentive to the book  
of the law.  
Ezra the scribe stood at a wooden podium which they had made for the pur-
pose. And beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and 
Maaseiah on his right hand; and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, 
Hashbaddanah, Zechariah and Meshullam on his left hand.  

Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people for he was standing 
above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up.  
Then Ezra blessed the LORD the great God. And all the people answered, 
“Amen, Amen!” while lifting up their hands; then they bowed low and  
worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground.  
Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, 
Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites,  
explained the law to the people while the people remained in their place.  
They read from the book, from the law of God, translating to give the sense 
so that they understood the reading. 
Then Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, 
and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people,  
“This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.”  
For all the people were weeping when they heard the words of the law. 
Then he said to them, “Go, eat of the fat, drink of the sweet, and send  
portions to him who has nothing prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord. 
Do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”  
So the Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be still, for the day is holy; 
do not be grieved.”   All the people went away to eat, to drink, to send  
portions and to celebrate a great festival, because they understood the 
words which had been made known to them. 
 

Young Disciples 
 

*Hymn:  #  156  “I Love to Tell the Story” 

 

Message:   “I Love to Tell the Story”  by Pastor J. Paul Bruhn 
 

*Closing Hymn:  # 2088  ”Lord I Lift Your Name on High”  
 

*Benediction 
 

Postlude 
 
 

Worship Assistants: 
Rev. J. Paul Bruhn    Tricia Boll, Lay Leader 
Leon Steward, Choir Director  Brenda Vavricek, Liturgist 
Victoria Reed, Accompanist  Tom Stoner & Jamie Johnson, Counters 
Dee Willman, Technical Support Cora Rothe, Children’s Church 


