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  Office Hours... 
Monday - Thursday 
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Rev. J. Paul Bruhn 

pastorbruhn@live.com 
 

Choir Director 
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Accompanist 
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Office Manager   
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Custodians,  
Ramon Martinez 

Angelica Martinez  
Jessica Gomez 

The Pastor’s Pondering      Rev.  J. Paul Bruhn 

“THIS IS THE DAY THAT THE LORD HAS MADE – 
LET US REJOICE AND BE GLAD IN IT!” AMEN to 
that, but what day will we celebrate the Resurrection 
of our Savior and LORD Jesus of Nazareth the 
CHRIST in 2022? That is an outstanding question*. 
Easter falls on the first Sunday after the Full Moon date that 
falls on or after March 21 – Spring Equinox. If the Full Moon  
is on a Sunday Easter is celebrated on the following Sunday. 
That’s why Easter is considered a movable feast unlike  
Christmas which is always December 25. Since Pentecost is 
celebrated 50 days after Easter it moves as well. 
I am reminded of the fourth day of creation, the Bible states 
the following,  Genesis 1:14–18 (MEV) 
14

And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the 
heavens to separate the day from the night, and let them be 
signs to indicate seasons, and days, and years.  
15

Let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light 
on the earth.” And it was so.  
16

God made two great lights: the greater light to rule the day 
and the lesser light to rule the night. He made the stars also.  
17

Then God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give 
light on the earth, 

18
to rule over the day and over the night, and 

to divide the light from the darkness. Then God saw that it was 
good.” 
Did you catch it? Sun, moon, and stars are meant to indicate 
seasons to us. Some people might say that this is a pretty  
creative way to keep us on our proverbial toes. It also means 
that we have to be tuned into what is going on around us as 
we prepare for the celebration of one of the greatest miracles 
of all creation, that GOD Almighty would decide to come down 
to earth to prepare for us a way to reconnect with our Creator 
with full privileges as sons and daughters of the Most High 
through the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus CHRIST. 
About 40 years ago I went to a small town in Southern France 
named Taizé. Outside of town on one of the rolling hills we 
found the monastery that had been founded by Father Roger 
Schutz. What set this monastery apart was that all the monks 
were not Roman Catholic. Instead, the majority was protestant, 
yet they had taken the vows of obedience, poverty, and  
chastity. They were a small Christian community minding their 
own business. One day youth began to show up at their door-
step asking them to tell them about Jesus. Having hospitality 
as one of their main virtues they made room for the young-
sters. Every year they opened their monastery for all who were 
seeking Jesus from Easter until the first snow in fall / winter. 

http://www.fumchondo.com


 

 

Most folk would spend a week, beginning Sunday 
night. Housed in tents and simple huts, divided in  
small co-ed groups, we would have group studies, 
serve the community at large by cleaning bathrooms  
or helping in the kitchen, etc., and we would attend 
contemplative worship services three times a day in  
a large dimly lit sanctuary that only had a few chairs 
along the walls. The majority of worshippers would 
kneel or prostrate themselves in worship while  
Gregorian Chant like songs filled the air.  One of the 
monks would create a choir - every week teaching a 
new group of people the songs that would us usher  
into the presence of GOD. The choir members were  
all seated among the  
congregation, so the ebb and flow of the songs had 
something almost mystical as the whole congregation 
joined in worship. Talk about contra-culture, there was 
not a drum set or synthesizer to be found, yet the  
Presence of GOD met with GOD’s beloved children. 
Every week Friday evening was Good Friday, and  
people were encouraged to bring their burdens and 
sins to a large iconographic cross that rested on the 
floor of the sanctuary. People knelt and prayed for 
hours, it seemed. Sunday morning then brought the 
resurrection celebration.  
Assured of GOD’s love and forgiveness we  
shouldered our backpacks and continued our journey. 
Maybe you want to call this experience a pilgrimage. 
The most remarkable experience for me was the fact 
that in Taizé every week was Easter. 
I know that there is a powerful truth in the fact that 
somewhere in April we will celebrate the Resurrection 
with believers all around the globe. The greater truth is 
that we can celebrate GOD’s mercy, forgiveness, and 
love every week of our lives. You do not have to wait. 
Make today the day you make your peace with GOD 
through Jesus the CHRIST, and invite  
others along your way to explore GOD’s amazing love 
for them. 
 
In CHRIST’s Unfailing Love 
Your fellow pilgrim 
 
J. Paul <>< 
 
*) Easter Sunday 2022 is April 17. 

  

Volunteers for Food Pantry 
needed 

As most of you know, each 
month a different church 
takes care of the food that 
the Medina County Food 
Pantry has to help people 
who need food. 
February is the month for  
our church this year to take 
over. As usually we need 
some extra help. On one  
day we pack the boxes with 
the non-perishable food that 
is being handed out and the 
boxes are stacked in an area 
close to the door. On the day 
the food is handed out to the 
people who have obtained a 
food voucher, the perishable  
Food is added to each box  
as it is loaded into the client’s 
car. This takes extra help and 
that is where we ask some 
men to come and help the 
rest of the crew. 
The handing out of the filled 
boxes is usually the last  
Friday of the month. We will 
give you notice ahead of time 
and hope you will be able to 
help. It takes the better part 
of the morning to accomplish 
giving out all of the food. 
We also will post a notice as 
to the day we will pack the 
boxes. Any help is really  
appreciated.  
If you have any questions, 
call Ethel or any of the Food 
Pantry Committee. 
 

Thank you    
Ethel Martin   



 

 

UMW News 
   The UMW meeting  

   is February 2 in the 

     Fellowship Hall 

      at 9:30 a.m.  

Sandy Callis will present the 

program, “Acts of Service”  

and Pat Ditsch will bring the  

5-minute response.   

The meeting will be hosted  

by Melissa Neumann. 

The underwear and socks f 

or the Bluebonnet Children 

were delivered to the center on 

January 6.  Sandy Callis,  

Marsha Hoelting, Melissa  

Neumann, and Janice  

Highsmith had 364 items for 

the children and youth.   

(See photo below.)   

Many thanks to everyone  

who donated to this project.  

UMW continues to stay  

active serving the Hondo  

community.  Women are  

invited to visit the meetings  

for friendship and fellowship.  

See you on February 2! 

FOOD DRIVE  
Our next Food Drive is 

on Communion Sunday, 

February 6.   

The January Food Drive 

brought in 320.25 

pounds of goods!   

You are all doing good 

work!  Hondo FUMC is 

continuing to serve the 

community in reaching 

out to those who need 

our help.   

Your loyalty to the Food 

Drive is amazing!  

Thank you to everyone 

for opening your hearts 

to this ministry.   

If you will not be able to 

attend Sunday worship 

or you will be out of 

town on February 6,  

you can bring your food 

items to the Church  

office during the week 

(January 31-February 4, 

Monday-Thursday,  

8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.).   

Medina County  
Food Pantry wrote 
Dear First United  
Methodist Church, 
Thank you for your  

support of the MCFP 
over the last quarter 
$225 and 446.10 #  

of food. 
Your donations are 
greatly appreciated. 

Blessings to all of you  
in the New Year. 

Worship Assistants 

Liturgists  
Feb. 06  Jan Weems 
Feb. 13  Brenda Vavricek 
Feb. 20  Busse family 
Feb. 27  Brenda Prestage 
 

Finance Counters   
Feb. 06  Tad Wooten 
Feb. 13   
Feb. 20  Tricia Boll 
Feb. 27   
 

Trustee Counters  
Feb. 06  Chad Elder 
Feb. 13  Bryan Klaus 
Feb. 20  Jamie Johnson 
Feb. 27   
 

Children’s Church 
Feb. 06   Cora Rothe 
Feb. 13   Sandy Callis 
Feb. 20   Cora Rothe 
Feb. 27   Marcy Rothe 
 

Worship Attendance 

Jan. 02   62 
Jan. 09   72 
Jan. 16   56 
Jan. 23   63 
Jan. 30   84 

Thank 

You 



 

 

Our Prayer Concerns 
Sharon Alfus 

Joyce Buckley 
Marion Bruhn 
Kenneth Clary 
Derek Coyle 

Richard Crosby 
Hilo DelBosque 
Barbara Fisher 

Jeff Friesenhahn 
Ernest Garcia 
Olin Gilliam 

Ralph Gilliam 
Bryan Hartnett 
Angie Hawley 
Don Herring 
Vickie Hill 

Louise & Fred Meyer 
Meghan Moss 
Melissa Murry 
Helen Nagy 
Dana Pitman 
Roy Rivera 

Dennis Schrank 
Tom Taylor 

Shaylene Voigt 
Barb West 

Haley Young 
 

Family & friends of  
Richard & Maryann  

Chaffin  
 

Nursing Home: 
Joe Kailipaka 

Jody Lutz 
Sarah Moss 

 

Our Troops: 
Erik Arias 

Joshua Bruhn 
William E. Bryant 

Logan Dean 
Bryan Franklin 

Joe Frank Garcia, III 
Benjamin Highsmith 

Kevin Rothe 

Wesley Nurse Corner  
Dear Hondo  
Congregation  
and Community  
Members: 

Happy New Year!! 
Our Health Committee will be 
meeting soon to start to plan 
our goals for 2022! 
Please contact me through 
email: bbrennan@mhm.org 
or Jan Weems with any ideas 
on how we can serve our 
community best. 
 
God Bless, 
Barbara Brennan-West RN -  
Hondo FUMC, Wesley Nurse 
Telehealth & 
Visit by Appointment  
Hours: M-F 8am – 5pm     
1-830-584-1760 

Our Budget for 2021  
is $319,838. 

We have received  
General Fund Pledges  

for $134,820.  
from 28 family units 

What can I give to Jesus  
On this special Valentine’s Day? 
How can I tell Him I’ll love Him,  

And follow Him, come what may? 
How can I show I need Him? 

Should I send a red heart,  
With lace? 

How can I thank Him enough 
For His sacrifice, love and grace? 

What Valentine can I give Him, 
My adoration to impart? 

I’ll give Him what He wants most; 
I’ll yield to Him my heart  

Memorials 
The following memorials  

have been received 

In Memory of: 

 

Rosa Martinez 
by 

Greg & Cora Rothe 

 

Financial Report 
December 2021 

 

General Fund: $166,252.05 
Income:             $  38,503.56 
Expense:         - $137,589.89 
Transfers:       - $  10,852.26 
Balance:             $  56,313.46 
 

Building Fund: $ 64,432.34 
Transfer:            $    9,255.00 
Interest:              $            3.30 
Balance:              $ 73,690.64 
 

Memorial:         $ 23,982.07 
Transfer:            $   1,597.26 
Interest:             $           0.42 
Balance:            $ 25,579.75 
 

Altar Fund:       $   7,124.09 
Interest:             $           0.18 
Balance:             $   7,124.27 
 

Scholarship:     $ 33,935.26 
Interest:             $         14.41 
Balance:             $ 33,949.67 



 

 

First United Methodist Church 
1006 16th Street 
Hondo, Texas 78861 
 

(830) 584-0300 
 www.fumchondo.com 
fumchondo@gmail.com 

February 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

 

4:30-9 PM DDP 
 
6PM SPRC office 

2 

9:30 AM UMW 
 

6:15 PM Choir 
 

5:30 - 9PM DDP 

3 

9:00AM  
  Back Pack 

4 5 

6  Food Drive  
  8:30 AM Fellowship  
  9:00 AM Ad. Sun.-S  
10:00 AM Worship 
     with Communion 
Children’s Church 
3:30-9 PM DDP 

7 8 9 

 

 

 

 

6:15 PM Choir 
 

5:30 - 9PM DDP 

10 

9:00AM  
  Back Pack 

11 12 

13 

  8:30 AM Fellowship  
  9:00 AM Ad. Sun.-S 
10:00 AM Worship 
Children’s Church 
3:30-9 PM DDP 
4:30 PM Emmaus  
Gathering at St. Paul  
Lutheran Church, Hondo 

14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6PM Admin  

Council  FH 

15 16 

 

 

 

 

 

6:15 PM Choir 
 

5:30 - 9PM DDP 

17 

9:00AM  
  Back Pack 

18 19 

20 

  8:30 AM Fellowship  
  9:00 AM Ad. Sun.-S 
10:00 AM Worship 
Children’s Church 
3:30-9 PM DDP 

21 

 

Newsletter  
Deadline! 
 
6PM Trustees  
        office 

22 23 

 

 

 

6:15 PM Choir 
 

5:30 - 9PM DDP 

24 

9:00AM  
  Back Pack 
 
Newsletter   
  Prep & Mail 

25 26 

27 

  8:30 AM Fellowship  
  9:00 AM Ad. Sun.-S 
10:00 AM Worship 
Children’s Church 
3:30-9 PM DDP 

28 

 

 

 

 

6PM Finance  
        office 

  

 

 

DDP= Dramatic 

          Diva 

          Production 

   



 

 

First United Methodist Church 
“Serving Him by serving others.” 

(830) 584-0300   

fumchondo@gmail.com 
www.fumchondo.com  

The Newsletter can be seen  
in full COLOR online at  
www.fumchondo.com. 

Do all the good you can, 

by all the means you can, 

in all the ways you can,  

in all the places you can,  

at all the times you can, 

to all the people you can, 

as long as ever you can.    

            John Wesley 

Methodist Websites: 
First United Methodist Hondo 
http://www.fumchondo.com/ 

Hill Country District UMC  
http://hcdumc.org/ 

Rio Texas Conference  
http://riotexas.org/ 

United Methodist Church  
http://www.umc.org/ 

San Antonio Food Bank  
 Next San Antonio Food 
Bank Distribution will be  
Feb. 8, 2022, at 10 AM  

 at the Fairground.  
Volunteers start at 7:30AM 
Clients must pre-register  
by calling the SAFB at   

210-431-8326.    

FUMC Hondo 
Mission &Vision  

Statement:  
“Serving Christ  in God's Country”  

We are called and committed to 
spread the “Good News” of  

Jesus Christ in our community. 
 

Our vision is to invite  
those in need; 

strengthen and encourage  
the faith of believers;  

and build strong  
Christian leadership. 

 

We provide a nurturing worship  
and educational environment  

by offering dedicated ministers, 
teachers, and a strong scriptural 

message. 
We look for opportunities  
of involvement for all ages  

in order to enhance  
the spiritual growth  
of those we serve. 

  We are in need of  2-4 people willing to be trained  
  on our Sound and Video equipment.  
  Please notify the church office, if you are willing to  
  take on this important tool for successful Ministry. 

Holy Sneakers 
On hold for this month 

We will let you know when 
they start up again 

http://www.fumchondo.com
http://www.fumchondo.com
http://hcdumc.org/
http://riotexas.org/
http://www.umc.org/

