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  Office Hours... 
Monday - Thursday 
8:30 am  - 4:00 pm 
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Pastor 
Rev. J. Paul Bruhn 

pastorbruhn@live.com 
 

Choir Director 
 Leon Steward 

 

Accompanist 
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Office Manager   
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Custodians,  
Ramon Martinez 

Angelica Martinez  
Jessica Gomez 

The Pastor’s Pondering       
Rev.  J. Paul Bruhn 
 

Grace and peace to y’all in JESUS’ mighty Name! 
The Texas weather still cannot make up it’s mind  
if it is just above freezing or just below melting right 
away in the upper 80s. Tornadoes are shredding through our 
state – at this point 16 counties are part of the state’s disaster 
declaration, and it is – one more time – hitting close to home. 
Spring break just finished, and softball and baseball draw at-
tention since the San Antonio Rodeo just came to an end and 
Fiesta is upon us. So many things to do, and so little time. 
Our attention is pulled into many directions, and we have to 
make decisions every single day – and that can feel over-
whelming quite often. “Decision” really implies that you cut off 
a variety of options in favor of a preferred action or outcome.  
A simple example if you need more sleep you can either go to 
bed earlier or sleep in longer, depending on your personal  
calendar. However, to reach the goal you will have to make a 
decision and – wait for it -- … -- … -- you will have to follow 
through with the steps that are most likely to bring you the  
desired result. By the way, a friend of mine reminded me in 
seminary that doing the same thing over and over again and 
expecting a different outcome is one of the definitions of  
insanity. 
 
Not too long ago someone asked me how to improve one’s 
odds to make good decisions, and I burst into song, 
”Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look still in His wonderful face, 
And the things on earth will grow strangely dim 
in the light of His glory and grace.” (by Helen Lemmel, © 1922) 
 
The person looked at me a little surprised, yet since we both 
were believers in the living Son of GOD, it was an easy  
transition to encourage them to put away all the business that 
so easily gets hold of us, and create a safe space a place and 
time where they will focus on JESUS before they do anything 
else or make important decisions. 
 
Marion and I are doing devotions together, and the material 
that we are currently using is focusing on the letters of the 
Apostle Peter. And Peter is making clear that CHRIST died for 
us, was resurrected on the third day in bodily form and not just 
a ghost, and ascended into heaven, where He is at the right 
hand of God the Father with angels, authorities, and powers 
having been subjected to Him (1 Peter 3:22). 

http://www.fumchondo.com


 

 

This month we will celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth,  
the Christ, the Messiah, the Anointed One, and yes, these three titles can be used  
interchangeably since they mean the same in Greek, Hebrew, and English.  
We are the Easter people, whose sins are forgiven, who have been set free from  
slavery to sin and death. We can truly celebrate new life often symbolized by spring 
flowers and butterflies. 
 

The greatest joy of all is that JESUS is seated on the throne and that we have the 
right to represent His Kingdom as ambassadors clearly proclaiming GOD’s loving-
kindnesses AND holiness, grace AND justice. 
 

Make plans to join us on Easter Sunday at 9:00 am for Easter brunch and  
resurrection egg hunt, 10:00 am for our resurrection celebration, and for the rest of 
this year sharing with others GOD’s goodness and awesomeness. 
 

Make plans, invite a friend, and become a messenger of 
Christ as we meet for our annual Picnic in the Park on 
May 1. 
 

Keep the faith and stay safe! 
 

Pastor J. Paul <>< 

Annual Church picnic 
Our FUMC Annual Church 

Picnic is BACK!!!! YAY!   
May 1st at the first pavilion 
at the fairgrounds in Hondo.

 

10:00 a.m. arrival time.  
10:30-11:30 worship.  
11:30 lunch served 

The Worship committee  
will be providing the brisket, 
beans, coleslaw and all the 

fixins’. 
The congregation is asked 

to bring a dessert.  
Remember, it may be hot, 
so bring something that is 
heat resistant and won’t 
melt for easier serving. 

We look forward to return-
ing to this wonderful annual 

event that has been a  
tradition for many years.   

See ya’ll there! 

Easter Sunday Brunch 
As in the past, we are  
excited to continue our  
annual Easter Brunch  

on April 17
th
 at  

9:00 – 9:45 a.m. with an 
Easter egg hunt as well.  
There will be a sign up 

sheet for breakfast items on 
Sunday 3/27 through 4/10.   

The options will be: 
Breakfast casseroles, Fruit, 

Juice and bread items 
(sweet rolls, muffins, etc.)  

Please have your  
casseroles, etc. prepared 

and ready to serve  
by 8:55 a.m.  

We look forward to this 
event as in the past and  

also rejoicing in this joyous 
occasion as we celebration 

the Risen Christ.   

Easter Egg Hunt 
You can help: 
1. bringing filled plastic 

eggs to the office,  
    before April 14. 
2. volunteering to hide  
    eggs and oversee the  
    hunt on April 17.  
Thank you for your  
support       Jan Weems 



 

 

UMW Gets a Rebrand 

Did you notice the new heading for the UMW news?  
United Methodist Women is now United Women in Faith.   
The National UMW office announced the name change 
last month.  This is part of their announcement:   
”We’ve taken a new name to better reflect how we  
answer our calling today.  United Women in Faith seeks  
to connect and nurture women through Christian spiritual 
formation, leadership development, creative fellowship, 
and education so that they can inspire, influence, and  
impact local and global communities.” It is hoped that  
you will join us in embracing the new moniker and logo. 
The UMW meeting is April 6 in the Fellowship Hall at  
9:30 a.m.  The craft program is called “Easter’s on its 
Way” and presented by Joan  
Lindeman.  Betty Gilliam will bring the 5-minute response. 
  The meeting is hosted by Janice Highsmith.  
Lenten Lunches continue for two more Fridays in April.   
If you haven’t joined us for lunch yet, please come eat 
with us on April 1 and April 8 for fellowship and good food.  
The number of people attending the lunches has contin-
ued to grow throughout Lent.  Please come to the Fellow-
ship Hall, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
United Women in Faith continues to stay active serving 
the Hondo community.  Women are invited to visit the 
meetings for friendship and fellowship.   
See you on April 6! 

FOOD DRIVE   April 3 

Woohoo!  The March Food Drive brought in a  
whopping 213.75 pounds of goods!   
Congratulations Church! Thank you for stepping up to 
provide the Medina County Food Pantry with goods and 
funds to supply the monthly distribution on March 25.  
Hondo FUMC is continuing to serve the community in 
reaching out to those who need our help.   
The April Food Drive is on the 3

rd
.   

Keep up the good work!  If you will not be able to attend 
Sunday worship or you will be out of town on April 3, you 
can bring your food items to the Church office during the 
week (March 28-31, Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.).   

Worship Assistants 

Liturgists  
April 03  Brenda Prestage 
April 10  Jean Hart 
April 17  Jan Weems 
April 24  Ashlynn Elder 
 

Finance Counters   
April  03  Cheryl Stroud 
April  10  Tricia Boll 
April  17   
April  24   
 

Trustee Counters  
April 03  Lorine Hackebeil 
April 10  Chad Elder 
April 17  Bryan Klaus 
April 24  Jamie Johnson 
 

Children’s Church 
April   03  Marcy Rothe 
April   10  Liz Steward 
April   17  Sandy Callis 
April   24  Cora Rothe 
 

Worship Attendance 

February 27   79 
March   6       100 
March 13         67 
March 20         80 
March 27         94 

donations of $485 over the 

many families in our com-



 

 

Our Prayer Concerns 
Sharon Alfus 

Kenneth Clary 
Derek Coyle 

Richard Crosby 
Hilo DelBosque 
Barbara Fisher 

Jeff Friesenhahn 
Roslyn Galbraith 

Ernest Garcia 
Olin Gilliam 

Ralph Gilliam 
Bryan Hartnett 
Angie Hawley 
Don Herring 
Vickie Hill 

Louise & Fred Meyer 
Meghan Moss 
Melissa Murry 
Helen Nagy 
Dana Pitman 
Roy Rivera 

Vicky Sabalatura 
Dennis Schrank 

Tom Taylor 
Shaylene Voigt 

Jan Weems 
Haley Young 

 

Family & friends of  
Joe Kailipaka 

 

Nursing Home: 
Jody Lutz 

Sarah Moss 
 

Our Troops: 
Erik Arias 

Joshua Bruhn 
William E. Bryant 
Cadence Crisp 

Logan Dean 
Nathan & Samantha  

Embers 
Bryan Franklin 

Joe Frank Garcia, III 
Benjamin Highsmith 

Kevin Rothe 

Our Budget for 2022  
is $ 323,960. 

We have received  
General Fund Pledges  

for $ 142,820.  
from 27 family units 

Memorials 
The following memorials  

have been received 

In Memory of: 

 

Joe Kailipaka 
by 

Alan & Linda Bohlen 
Ted & Joan Lindeman 

Ruth Blanton  
Bob Peden  

Ken & Nola Hanson 
Rusty & Lea Lindeman  
Keith & Cindy Taylor 

Glenn & Jo Lynn Bragg 
Robert & Jeannie Hart 

Barbara Fisher 
Miles & Sandy Hutson 

On behalf of 
the family  
of Joseph 
Kailipaka  
we would  

like to thank everyone that  
attended Joe's service. 
The wonderful ladies in the  
kitchen that supplied the food 
and drink at the reception after 
the service. 
All the donations received for 
our church and the nursing home. 
The cards, food, supplies, phone 
calls, visits and the overwhelm-
ing outpouring of love from  
everyone. 
Our Pastor J. Paul, for the  
wonderful service.  
The beautiful music by Jean 
Callaway, plus the playing of 
TAPS by Leon Steward. 
May God bless you all.  
            The Kailipaka Family. 

 

Financial Report 
February 2022 

 

General Fund: $ 68,161.92 
Income:         + $ 21,215.38 
Expense:        - $ 22,932.41 
Balance:            $ 66,444.89 
 

Building Fund:$ 73,694.40 
Interest:            $            3.28 
Balance:            $ 73,697.68 
 

Memorial:        $ 25,580.40 
Interest:            $            0.63 
Balance:            $ 25,581.03 
 

Altar Fund:       $   7,124.45 
Interest:            $            0.16 
Balance:            $   7,124.61 
 

Scholarship:    $ 33,964.09 

Food Pantry Wrote 
Dear FUMC, 

Thank you for your  
generous donations to 
MCFP totaling 647.95# 

food and monetary  
donations of $485 over 

the last quarter 
Your generosity and  
kindness is greatly  

appreciated.  
Your donations will feed 

many families in our  
community  

With Sincere Gratitude, 
The MCFP Board of  

Directors & Volunteers 



 

 

First United Methodist Church 
1006 16th Street 
Hondo, Texas 78861 
 

(830) 584-0300 
 www.fumchondo.com 
fumchondo@gmail.com 

April 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

Lenten Lunch 

11 AM - 1 PM  

2 

3  Food Drive  
  8:30 AM Fellowship  
  9:00 AM Ad. Sun.-S  
10:00 AM Worship 
     with Communion 
Children’s Church 

4 5 

 

 

 

6 PM  SPRC 

         Meeting  

6 

9:30 AM UMW 

 

 

 

6:15 PM Choir 

7 

9:00 AM  
  Back Pack 

8 

Lenten Lunch 

11 AM - 1 PM  

9 

10  Palm Sunday 
  8:30 AM Fellowship  
  9:00 AM Ad. Sun.-S  
10:00 AM Worship 
     with Communion 
Children’s Church 
4:30 PM Emmaus Gath-
ering at Lakehills UMC 

11 12 13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:15 PM Choir 

14 

9:00 AM  
  Back Pack 

15 Good Friday 

 

 

 

 

6:00 PM  

     Service of  

     Darkness 

16 

17   Easter 

  9:00 AM Brunch &  
      Easter Egg Hunt 
10:00 AM Worship 
     with Communion 
Children’s Church 

18 19 20 

Newsletter  
Deadline! 
 

 

6:15 PM Choir 

21 

9:00 AM  
  Back Pack 
 
 

22 23 

24 

  8:30 AM Fellowship  
  9:00 AM Ad. Sun.-S  
10:00 AM Worship 
Children’s Church 

25 

 

 

6 PM Trustee 

        Meeting 

26 27 

 

 

 

6:15 PM Choir 

28 

9:00 AM  
  Back Pack 
 

Newsletter   
Prep & Mail 

29 30 



 

 

First United Methodist Church 
“Serving Him by serving others.” 

(830) 584-0300   

fumchondo@gmail.com 
www.fumchondo.com  

The Newsletter can be seen  
in full COLOR online at  
www.fumchondo.com. 

Do all the good you can, 

by all the means you can, 

in all the ways you can,  

in all the places you can,  

at all the times you can, 

to all the people you can, 

as long as ever you can.    

          John Wesley 

Methodist Websites: 
First United Methodist Hondo 
http://www.fumchondo.com/ 

Hill Country District UMC  
http://hcdumc.org/ 

Rio Texas Conference  
http://riotexas.org/ 

United Methodist Church  
http://www.umc.org/ 

San Antonio Food Bank  
 Next San Antonio Food 
Bank Distribution will be  
April 12, 2022, at 10 AM  

 at the Fairground.  
Volunteers start at 7:30AM 
Clients must pre-register  
by calling the SAFB at   

210-431-8326.    

  We are in need of  2-4 people willing to be trained  
  on our Sound and Video equipment.  
  Please notify the church office, if you are willing to  
  take on this important tool for successful Ministry. 

Holy Sneakers 
On hold for this month 

We will let you know when 
they start up again 

Join us for Worship  
and Picnic  

in the park on May 1 

http://www.fumchondo.com
http://www.fumchondo.com
http://hcdumc.org/
http://riotexas.org/
http://www.umc.org/

