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The Pastor’s Pondering       
Rev.  J. Paul Bruhn 

August is upon us, two-a-days, school supply  
shopping, getting back into rhythm after the summer 
break. We just finished thirty-one days of reading 
thirty-one chapters of Proverbs including all the delays and  
hiccups Facebook Live can present. Yes, I know there are ways 
to smooth things out, edit, even pre-record so that the final 
product is smooth and appealing. Could there be a reason why 
I chose not to do it that way? Yes, I wanted raw recordings with 
dogs barking in the background and delays, just because life 
happens. So often we tend to create the impression that we are 
perfect and are having it all together. However, that is not how 
life works. When it comes to our walk with Jesus we can just go 
back to where we left off and restart. GOD is ever more willing 
to receive us back than we are willing to ask for GOD’s for-
giveness. The main thing is to keep the main thing the main 
thing. At the end of 31 days – plus or minus a day or two – we 
will have finished Proverbs. For some of us it might have even 
been the first time. 
What I love about Scripture is the fact that the Bible does not 
white-wash the heroes and heroines of the faith. People have 
their quirks, and some families are outright dysfunctional, but 
the Bible tells their stories to give us hope and prove that GOD 
can write straight even on crooked lines. 
One of these stories that I have been led to by the Holy Spirit  
in recent weeks is found in Genesis 13 and 14. It is a story of 
GOD’s promise, provision, and faithfulness, of family, strife, 
separation, and rescue. Shall we have a look? 
Abram returns from Egypt with his wife Sarai and his nephew 
Lot. They are all herdsmen and Genesis 13:2 points out,  
“Now Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold.” 
And that in a season of famine! Lot did very well for himself, 
too. So well actually, that both of their possessions were so 
great that they could not dwell together (v.6) and their herds-
men were constantly quarreling with each other (v.7). 
Abram calls on Lot and they look at the whole Land of Promise 
before them and Abram basically says, “it is time that each of  
us is going his own way. Abram recommends separation and 
gives Lot the privilege to choose which part of the land, desert, 
or well-watered river valley. Since GOD’s invitation to seek out 
the Promised Land and to be the recipient of GOD’s blessing 
was directed at Abram and Lot just came along for the ride, 
Abram would have had the right to dictate to Lot where to go 
and claim the better land for himself, yet Abram trusted in 
GOD’s provision. 

Have I not commanded 
you? Be strong and of 
good courage; do not 

be afraid, nor be  
dismayed, for the Lord 
your God is with you 

wherever you go. 
Joshua 1:9 NKJV 

http://www.fumchondo.com


 

 

After Lot left Abram GOD is releasing the next level of blessing upon Abram (v. 14-15), 
and Abram moved in accordance with GOD’s guidance. When Lot and his family are 
kidnapped by enemy forces Abram leads 318 trained men fighting the kidnappers and 
saving his kinsmen and possessions (Genesis 14:14-16). 
United Methodist are currently going through a season of discernment figuring out 
which direction every congregation for herself will choose. The land is before us, and 
we can turn this way or that way. Many of us are discerning if and how to enter the  
discernment process that the United Methodist Church in general and our Annual  
Conference in particular have prescribed. 
The important point is that Abram experienced GOD’s blessing even under adverse  
circumstances, e.g. arid lands, contentious family members, enemies on every side, 
etc. because he had learned to listen to GOD and then to walk out his faith – literally 
(Genesis 13:17-18). 
May we all walk with the LORD and arrive at the destination that GOD has in store for 
us. 
 

In CHRIST’s Unfailing Love 
 

Pastor J. Paul <>< 

 

 

 The United Women  
 in Faith (UWF)  
 meeting is August 3  
 at the home  of  

Joan Lindeman, 758 CR 312 in D’Hanis.   
A carpool to Joan’s will meet at 9:00 a.m. 
on the south side of the church and we  
will organize rides to D’Hanis.   
Ethel Martin will bring the program and 
Jean Callaway will share the 5-minute  
response.   
Sandy Callis will also describe her  
Mission u experience with us.   
Hill Country District meeting is coming up 
in September in Fredericksburg and the 
Rio Texas Conference meeting is October 
in San Antonio.   
More information will be shared at the  
local meeting on August 3.   
United Women in Faith continues to stay 
active serving the Hondo community.  
Women are invited to visit the meetings 
for friendship and fellowship.   

See you on August 3! 

FOOD DRIVE  August 7 

Our Food Drive continues on August 7.   
The FUMC Food Pantry donation  

in July was 265.45 pounds!   
Way to go, Church!   

Continue the good work in August.   
Thank you for your support of the  

Medina County Food Pantry!   
If you will be out of town for  

Sunday remember  
that you can bring your food items  

to the Church office during the week 
(August 1-August 4,  

Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.).   
Hondo FUMC is continuing  

to serve the community  
in reaching out to those  

who need our help.   

Fear not, for I am with you;  
Be not dismayed,  
for I am your God.  

I will strengthen you,  
Yes, I will help you,  

I will uphold you with  
My righteous right hand. 

Isaiah 41:10 NKJV 



 

 

Lay Leader Tricia Boll  
A TIME FOR DISCERNMENT AND PRAYER:   

DO WE LEAVE THE UMC? 
The information you are about to read is from UMC (United Methodist Church) 
websites.  As you may or may not know, The Commission on a Way Forward was 
formed by the UMC Council of Bishops following the 2016 General Conference.   
This Commission was to communicate with every UMC Conference in the world and 
come up with several plans on how the church could find unity amid the growing  
division over the authority of Scripture regarding, among other things, human  
sexuality.  These plans were voted on in a Special General Conference in February  
of 2019.  There were 822 delegates from the worldwide UMC who voted for the UMC 
to remain a traditional denomination, 438 vs 384, meaning they would not ordain  
self-professed practicing homosexuals nor would same-sex unions be performed in 
UMC churches or by their clergy.   
Further legislation was passed at this Conference that allowed a pathway for churches 
to disaffiliate from the UMC ‘over issues related to human sexuality’ (BOD paragraph 
2553, see www.umc.org/gc2019).  One would think that traditionalists would stay in 
the UMC and progressives and centrists would leave the traditional church.   
However, the reason the traditionalists won the vote is that the African and Philippine 
vote tipped the balance.  Western Europe and the United States, if polled separately, 
would not have a traditional majority.   
Because the traditionalists prevailed at the 2019 Conference, there has been a  
contentious after-math of protests and civil disobedience against UMC church law.  
Very strong in the western U.S., resistance to the Book of Discipline is spreading to 
other parts of the U.S. and Western Europe.  (see www.umnews.org Resistance to  
GC 2019 Spreads).  The Book of Discipline is the rule of doctrine as well as law in the 
UMC, however there has been a call to not to enforce certain rules contained in the 
Book of Discipline, although they are binding for the denomination as a whole.  
There is also proposed legislation stating the same (see umnews.org Comparison of 
Proposals to General Conference 2020).  Those proposals will be considered at the 
2024 General Conference since 2020 GC was postponed.   
Our United Methodist Church is seriously divided on the supremacy of Scripture, the 
Divinity of Christ, the all-exclusive inclusivity of the Christian faith as these relates to 
all aspects of humanity, not just homosexuality.  
You need to know this information so that you will not be surprised when you learn that 
many traditionalists are leaving the UMC.  The struggle has been going on for 50 + 
years and it is not likely to change after 2024, since the proposed legislation does not 
conform with Scripture. 
The RioTexas Annual Conference met in early June, 2022.  At that time, the following 
was posted at the Conference:  RioTexas Conference Discerning Pathways:  Guide-
lines for disaffiliation under paragraph 2553.  This document is now available online 
(Rio+Texas+Discerning+Pathways.pdf (squarespace.com ).   
Here are some highlights of the document:  
“Regretfully, we have come to a denominational impasse about the inclusion of and 
ministry with LGBTQ people within the United Methodist Church. 
“It is our sincere desire to have the church continue to be one……however, it is  
realistic to acknowledge that separation by some congregations is inevitable. 

http://www.umc.org/gc2019
http://www.umnews.org
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54b8639ee4b076c29fb6eae7/t/62a28e198138e241ea1daa26/1654820378507/Rio+Texas+Discerning+Pathways.pdf


 

 

“The following are the disciplinary paragraphs that will guide congregations that desire 
to disaffiliate or separate from the United Methodist Church; 
“Paragraph 2553 allows for a local church to disaffiliate from the denomination ‘over  
issues related to human sexuality’. 
Please pray for your Administrative Council as we seek the LORD and God’s guidance 
on how to proceed with our congregation. Join us at the Wednesday night studies 
(7:00 pm in the fellowship hall), ask questions, read your Bible and learn what God  
has to say about these issues, talk to your pastor or lay leader—just please don’t be 
uninformed.     Tricia Boll 

Wesley Nurse Corner   
Dear Hondo Congregation and Community Members; 
I hope everyone is staying cool!! 
Our Health Committee met 7/25/22 to help plan what the next few goals  
will be: 

We have already started to plan for Christmas in Gods Country and have secured 
our booths. We are setting a goal of 500 loaves of bread, so stay tuned!!  

We will be starting a new Grief Share starting 9/12/22. It is a 13 week class that will 
meet on Monday evenings. All residents are welcome (requesting participants  

 to pre-register 830-584-1760) a flyer is in the narthex. 
Back to School fair will be 8/6/22 at the rec center. Wesley Nurse will have a table 

and our church Health Committee has donated school supplies.  
Pastor J Paul and our congregation will bless the backpacks on 8/14/22.  
 We are collecting backpacks for Bluebonnet Child Advocacy. 
We are in discussion on planning a community safety fair in the spring,  
 so stay tuned.  

For those of you that are not aware, I am on the Board for Bluebonnet Children’s  
Advocacy Center. Our Mission is to protect and enhance the quality of life for abused, 
neglected and traumatized children in Medina, Uvalde and Real County. As you can 
imagine the need is great. Our church has provided backpacks that go directly to  
these children. If you feel called to donate to these children, please have the filled  
backpacks to the church by 8/14/2022 so WE can bless them.  
I would like to send out a heartfelt thank you to all who support me. Continued support 
of the Wesley Nurse program has allowed the program to assist those in need,  
increase our community’s educational opportunities and provide various medical  
assistance. If you feel led to support this program there is a Wesley Nurse Fund  
established for donations.  
If you would like to see a program, information, or event that you feel would benefit you 
or the community please contact me. You don’t have to be a member in the Healthcare 
Ministry Team to partner with me in service to those in need in our community.  
Membership in this committee is appreciated but not necessary for a one-time project 
or event.  
Barbara Brennan-West RN -  
Hondo FUMC, Wesley Nurse 
Telehealth & Visit by Appointment    
Hours: M-F 8am – 5pm    1-830-584-1760 



 

 

 Our Prayer Concerns 
Sharon Alfus 
Betty Barlow 

Kenneth Clary 
Derek Coyle 

Richard Crosby 
Hilo DelBosque 

Barbara Fisher 
Jeff Friesenhahn 

Ernest Garcia 
Olin Gilliam 

Ralph Gilliam 
Bryan Hartnett 
Angie Hawley 

Vickie Hill 
Fred Meyer 

Meghan Moss 
Melissa Murry 
Helen Nagy 
Dana Pitman 
Roy Rivera 

Dennis Schrank 
Kathy Yale 

Haley Young 
 

Family & friends of 
Louise Meyer 

Glenn Schweers 
Shaylene Voigt 
Carolyn Wright 

 

Nursing Home: 
Jody Lutz 

 

Our Troops: 
Erik Arias 

Joshua Bruhn 
William E. Bryant 
Cadence Crisp 

Logan Dean 
Nathan & Samantha  

Embers 
Bryan Franklin 

Joe Frank Garcia, III 
Benjamin Highsmith 

 

 

Our Budget for 2022  
is $ 323,960. 

We have received  
General Fund Pledges  

for $ 142,820.  
from 27 family units 

   Worship Assistants 
Liturgists  
Aug.   7  Martha Galbraith 
Aug. 14  Bette Wooten 
Aug. 21  Youth 
Aug. 28  Jo Lynn Bragg 
 

Finance Counters   
Aug.   7   
Aug. 14  Tom Stoner 
Aug. 21  Eric Rothe 
Aug. 28  Tricia Boll 
 

Trustee Counters  
Aug.   7   
Aug. 14  Manuel Duron 
Aug. 21   
Aug. 28  Lorine Hackebeil 
Children’s Church 
Aug.   7  Marcy Rothe 
Aug. 14  Sandy Callis 
Aug. 21  Cora Rothe 
Aug. 28 Melissa Neumann 

 

Worship Attendance 

July 3   72 
July 10  85 

July 17  134 
July 24  82 

Financial Report 
June 2022 

 

General Fund: $ 83,070.21 
Income:         + $ 22,846.87 
Expense:        - $ 27,403.96 
Balance:            $ 78,512.82 
 

Building Fund:$ 62,859.11 
Interest:            $            7.86 
Balance:            $ 62,866.97 
 

Memorial:        $ 26,286.27 
Interest:            $            2.19 
Balance:            $ 26,288.46 
 

Altar Fund:       $   9,777.68 
Interest:             $           0.41 
Balance:             $  9,778.09 
 

Scholarship:    $ 34,028.49 
Interest:            $         22.37 
Balance:            $ 34,050.86 



 

 

 

Memorials 
The following memorials  

have been received 
 

In Memory of: 
 

Carolyn Wright 
By 

Clifford & Kimberly Reed 
 

Glenn Schweers 
By 

Glenn & Jo Lynn Bragg 
Clyde Oefinger 

Tom & Marcy Rothe 
 

Louise Meyer 
By 

Alan & Linda Bohlen 
Robert Schmidt 

 

Shaylene Voigt 
By 

Tad & Bette Wooten 

VBS 2022 
Awesome God!  

What an amazing week of Vacation Bible School we 
had during July.  Children learned that God loves us 
no matter what, God is in charge, and God is with 
you everywhere. The three bible verses we focused 
on were Psalm 89:22, Joshua 1:9, and Psalm 147:5. 
Our bible buddies, Harley, Miley, and Howell, helped 
us remember our Bible points and have some fun 
along the way. We had over 30 children attend each 
day and we can't forget about our amazing group of 
volunteers - THANK YOU!  
Each day children listened to bible stories about  
Joseph from the book of Genesis chapters 37-39. 
They also completed activities outside, in the cinema, 
the craft room, and during snack time that were  
centered around each day's theme.  

This VBS was definitely MONUMENTAL!  



 

 

First United Methodist Church 
1006 16th Street 
Hondo, Texas 78861 
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August 2022 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 2 
 
6PM  

SPRC 

3 9:30 UMW 
6:15 PM Choir 

7pm Wesleyan  

  Doct. Study 

4 
11:00 AM  

Holy Sneaker 

5 6 

7  Food Drive  
  8:30 AM Fellowship  
  9:00 AM Ad. Sun.-S  
10:00 AM Worship 
     with Communion 
Children’s Church 

8 
11:00 AM  

Holy Sneaker 

9 10 
 
 
6:15 PM Choir 

7pm Wesleyan  

  Doct. Study 

11 
11:00 AM  

Holy Sneaker 

12 13 

14 Blessing of  
      Backpacks 
  8:30 AM Fellowship  
  9:00 AM Ad. Sun.-S  
10:00 AM Worship 
Children’s Church 
4:30 PM Emmaus  
 Gathering at St. Paul’s  
 Lutheran, Hondo 

15 
11:00 AM  

Holy Sneaker 

 

 

6PM  

Admin. 

Council 

16 
 
 
4:30 PM 

Outreach 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
6:15 PM Choir 

18 
11:00 AM  

Holy Sneaker 

 

 
 

19 20 

21 

  8:30 AM Fellowship  
  9:00 AM Ad. Sun.-S  
10:00 AM Worship 
Children’s Church 

22 
11:00 AM  

Holy Sneaker 
 

Newsletter  
Deadline! 

23 24 
 
 
 
6:15 PM Choir 

25 
11:00 AM  

Holy Sneaker 

 

 

26 

Office 

open 
Newsletter   
Prep&Mail 

27 

28 

  8:30 AM Fellowship  
  9:00 AM Ad. Sun.-S  
10:00 AM Worship 
Children’s Church 

29 
Office 

closed 
 

11:00 AM  

Holy Sneaker 
 

6 PM  

 Trustee M. 

30 
Office 

closed 

31 
Office closed 

 
 

 
6PM Finance C. 

6:15 PM Choir 

1 
 

2  

Office 

open 

 



 

 

First United Methodist Church 
“Serving Him by serving others.” 

(830) 584-0300   

fumchondo@gmail.com 
www.fumchondo.com  

The Newsletter can be seen  
in full COLOR online at  
www.fumchondo.com. 

Do all the good you can, 

by all the means you can, 

in all the ways you can,  

in all the places you can,  

at all the times you can, 

to all the people you can, 

as long as ever you can.    

          John Wesley 

Methodist Websites: 
First United Methodist Hondo 
http://www.fumchondo.com/ 

Hill Country District UMC  
http://hcdumc.org/ 

Rio Texas Conference  
http://riotexas.org/ 

United Methodist Church  
http://www.umc.org/ 

San Antonio Food Bank  
 Next San Antonio Food 
Bank Distribution will be  
Aug. 9, 2022, at 10 AM  

 at the Fairground.  
Volunteers start at 7:30AM 
Clients must pre-register  
by calling the SAFB at   

210-431-8326.    

FUMC Hondo 
Mission &Vision  

Statement:  
“Serving Christ  in God's Country”  

We are called and committed to 
spread the “Good News” of  

Jesus Christ in our community. 
 

Our vision is to invite  
those in need; 

strengthen and encourage  
the faith of believers;  

and build strong  
Christian leadership. 

 

We provide a nurturing worship  
and educational environment  

by offering dedicated ministers, 
teachers, and a strong  

scriptural message. 
We look for opportunities  

of involvement for all ages  
in order to enhance  
the spiritual growth  
of those we serve. 

 We are in need of  2-4 people willing to be trained  
 on our Sound and Video equipment.  
 Please notify the church office, if you are willing to  
  take on this important tool for successful Ministry. 

Holy Sneakers 
Mondays with video and  

Thur. with M. West at 11AM 

http://www.fumchondo.com
http://www.fumchondo.com
http://hcdumc.org/
http://riotexas.org/
http://www.umc.org/

